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HUMAN RESOURCES

Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith Begins New Role
Following Rev. John Magnuson’s departure earlier this year, the 
Human Resources (HR) Committee of the Session has been 
working diligently to discern how to proceed and to address 
immediate staffing needs. Our Youth Ministry responsibilities were 
identified as an early priority, and the HR Committee is especially 
excited to announce that Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith 
has joined the church staff as Temporary Associate Pastor.

Our enthusiasm, of course, stems from the fact that Rev. Smith 
is no stranger to Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC). A 
ministerial daughter of our church family, she has attended 

worship and actively engaged 
in the life of this congregation 
since 2004, during her time 
as an undergraduate student. 
In 2017, Rev. Smith completed 
the ordination process with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 
under the care of the Session 
of SPC and was ordained in our 
Sanctuary. Throughout the year, 
she regularly leads our music in 
worship on Sunday mornings by 
singing with the Chancel Choir. 

Continued on page 4

The

... because the mouse hears everything

SESSION

Celebrating Rebecca 
Reeder’s Ordination
The Pittsburgh Presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) invites you to celebrate 
the ordination and installa-
tion of Rebecca Reeder as 
Associate Pastor of Sewickley 
Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, October 6, at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Sewickley Presbyterian 
Church sanctuary, with a din-
ner reception in the dining hall 
immediately following. 

Since 2011, Rebecca has 
been a member of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC), 
and, earlier this year, she 
successfully completed the 
denomination’s candidacy pro-
cess, which she entered under 
the care of the Session of SPC. 
In May, she received her Master 
of Divinity from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, along 
with several awards recogniz-
ing her achievements in the 
areas of homiletics, pastoral 
care, and Hebrew grammar 
and exegesis, among others.

Continued on page 5

PARISH LIFE

Chili After Church on October 20 
Following worship on Stewardship Commitment Sunday

A favorite congregational event 
returns on Sunday, October 20. 
Once again, the Parish Hall will be 
filled with the aroma of delicious 
chili, chowder, and chocolate 
brownies. Do you have a favorite 
recipe that you would be willing 
to make for this event? We are 
looking for volunteers to make at 

least three quarts of chili or chowder — beef, chicken, turkey, or 
vegetarian. If you would prefer to make brownies for dessert, that 
would be wonderful, too. Not a cook or a baker? Come and enjoy; 
there will be plenty to share! Make your reservations by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office. And if you could 
lend us a crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot, please let us 
know. There is no cost to attend this fellowship event.

Above: Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith

Above: Rebecca Reeder, with her husband 
Zachary, celebrates her commencement 
from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
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The Lord Has Need of It
“The Lord has need of it.”

That is what was said about the foal of a donkey, upon which no one 
had yet ridden. Jesus was clear when He gave His instructions to 
His disciples, with whom He had entrusted the task. They were to 
go, find it, and bring it to Jesus. They obeyed Jesus. They did as He 
directed (Luke 19:31).

I have sometimes heard people in church settings say something 
along the line, “God doesn’t need anything from me.” They go on 
to reason that God, whose power is so great that everything was 
created from nothing, is all-sufficient. 

While on the one hand, there may be some truth to such a theory, the reality that is demonstrated 
throughout the Bible is this: God has chosen to have need of us. God needs what we can do, and 
needs what we can give, in the ongoing work of building up God’s kingdom. Again and again, God 
acts in the lives of ordinary people to let them know that the Lord has need of who they are and what 
they can give. 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Again and again, God acts in the lives of ordinary people to let them know that  
the Lord has need of who they are and what they can give.

Important Dates
During the month of October, the theme of stewardship will be present in many ways throughout the life 
of the church, including in our services of worship. Stewardship brochures will be mailed to members in 
early October. Pledge forms will follow during the week of October 14. Quarterly contribution statements 
will be enclosed with the pledge forms for reference. Please prayerfully consider your pledge and joyfully 

return your form to the church on Stewardship Commitment Sunday, October 20.

STEWARDSHIP

October arrives, and along with it, a kind of crispness in the air and a heightened sense of the beauty 
all around, as demonstrated by fall foliage. In the church, this month is also accompanied by a focused 
reminder that we call “Stewardship Season,” as every church member is asked to make a commitment 
to giving in the year ahead. This year, I invite you to look at your life and say, “The Lord has need of it.” 
Look at your many blessings and say, “The Lord has need of them.” Look at your time, and say, “The 
Lord has need of it.” Look at the gifts you have available, and approach them with the intent to engage 
them in good and great work, for the Lord.

God is the source of all that we are, and all that we have. God has a set of things you can contribute, 
in order to share in bringing about God’s plans for the future. When you receive your pledge card this 
Stewardship Season, remember, “The Lord has need of it.”

Grace and peace,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Garfield Workday
Saturday, October 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Join your faith community for a day of service on Saturday, October 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Opportunities include distribution of food at Valley View Presbyterian Church, working with Garfield 
Community Farm, or participating in a home construction project with Open Hand Ministries. Lunch 
will be provided. Please contact the church office or sign up in the Sharp Atrium, indicating which 
location you would prefer to serve.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Returns 
Wednesday, October 2: Dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Each year through the Howard C. Scharfe Endowment, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church supports pastors in their post-graduate studies 
for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God. Through this 
generous gift, pastors and churches for decades have been blessed 
to grow in new ways. Our speaker series invites recent recipients to 
share over dinner and through worship about their studies and how 
they are practicing what they learn in their congregations.

On Wednesday, October 2, we welcome Rev. James W. Kirk as our 
speaker. Rev. Kirk has been serving the Valencia Presbyterian Church 
in Valencia, Pennsylvania, for eight years. Currently, he is in the final 
year of his journey toward a Doctorate of Ministry at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., 
to learn about what God is up to in the Church and in the world! RSVP through the church office.

Above: Rev. James W. Kirk

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Slow Down and Read Slow Church with Us 
Sundays, October 27 through November 24, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

From October 27 through November 24, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to join a 
new topical study reading Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way of Jesus.

The Church is often idealized (or demonized) as the last bastion 
of a bygone era, dragging our feet as we are pulled into new 
moralities and new spiritualities. We guard our doctrine and our 
piety with great vigilance. But we often fail to notice how quickly 
we are capitulating, in the structures and practices of our churches, 
to a culture of unreflective speed, dehumanizing efficiency, and  
dis-integrating isolationism. In the beginning, the Church ate together, 
traveled together, and shared in all facets of life. Centered as they 
were on Jesus, these seemingly mundane activities took on their own 
significance in the mission of God. In Slow Church, authors Chris Smith 
and John Pattison invite us to leave franchise faith behind and enter into 
the ecology, economy, and ethics of the kingdom of God, where people 
know each other well and love one another as Christ loved the Church.

Of Slow Church, pastor J.R. Briggs writes, “There is a better, freer, and more hope-filled way than 
frenetic ministry and exhausted lives. It sees ‘slow’ not as lazy or bad, but as rich and meaningful. 
This book challenges us to savor — not devour — the blessings of God in the midst of community.” 
And Dr. Walter Brueggemann, Professor Emeritus of Columbia Theological Seminary, writes: “This 
thoughtful, discerning book advocates ‘slow’ in faith and in life — a recognition that faith is a practice 
of relational fidelity that cannot be reduced to contractual or commodity transaction. The authors 
ponder and reflect on this summons with both pastoral sensitivity and missional passion.” 

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leader, Elder Ted Brooke, in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.

Remembering Loved Ones
On the afternoon of Sunday, November 3, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing Maurice Duruflé’s 
Requiem during a Service of Remembrance for All Saints. We invite the congregation to submit the names 
of any deceased family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin. 
Please submit the names to Kaysie Strickland in the church office (kstrickland@shadysidepres.org or  

412-682-4300, ext. 100) before Friday, October 25.

WORSHIP & MUSIC
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner 
Opportunity to Serve: Friday, October 25, at 5:45 p.m.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner for 
the Shepherd Wellness Community on Friday, October 25, at the 
Shepherd Wellness Community Center located at 4800 Sciota 
Street in Bloomfield. Volunteers should sign up online by going to 
the website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page. There is 
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church. If online access 
is not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk on October 13
The Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk is an ecumenical event designed to raise consciousness about 
world hunger and to raise money to combat hunger. While seventy-five percent of the money raised 
by participants and their sponsors goes to Church World Service for its national and international relief 
efforts, the remaining twenty-five percent supports the local mission work of the East End Cooperative 
Ministry and the Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. Last year, the Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk 
raised $21,611.

This year, the walk occurs on Sunday, October 13, and begins at the South Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Wilkinsburg. The walk is six miles, with an alternative one-mile walk offered. Registration 
begins at 1:00 p.m., and the walks begin at 2:00 p.m. Walkers, sponsors, and prayers are greatly 
needed. Since this is also an intergenerational event, we need people of all ages to participate.

For further information about the CROP Hunger Walk, please contact Paul Brown through the church 
office. You also may wish to visit the Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk Facebook page or website at 
www.crophungerwalk/pittsburghpa.

PARISH LIFE

An Invitation to 
Membership
Tuesday, October 15, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

On Tuesday, October 15, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., 
learn what makes Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church unique at 
a new members’ orientation 
class. We will share about the 
ministries and mission of our 
church, and help you find ways 
that you can add your gifts to 
our fellowship to serve Christ 
together. A light dinner will be 
served in the Hulme Room, and 
childcare is available during 
the class. New members will 
be welcomed during worship 
on Sunday, October 27. To 
register, please contact Kaysie 
Strickland in the church office.

HUMAN RESOURCES

New Temporary Associate Pastor — continued from page 1

In assuming this new role, Rev. Smith expands her worship 
leadership to include non-musical elements of liturgy as she 
joins our clergy in the Chancel on a regular basis. In addition, 
parishioners will enjoy the opportunity to hear her preach more 
often as she enters the rotation of ministers who deliver the homily 
during our midweek vespers services.

Her primary responsibilities, though, include oversight of the 
Sunday morning Christian Education classes and curriculum 
for our students in grades six through twelve, as well as the 
afternoon Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays (SPYS) program 
for youth in the same age ranges. This facet of her work has 
already begun unofficially. This summer, Kendra began building 
relationships with our youth as they worked alongside each other 
in North Carolina while participating in the Mars Hill mission 
experience. She also attended a summer choral training course in  
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. (Please see the article on page 5.)

The part-time nature of this position means that Rev. Smith will 
continue serving full-time as the Director of the Worship Program 
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, strengthening our longtime 
partnership with the seminary. We give thanks to God that  
Rev. Smith has agreed to add the spiritual care of our youth and 
their families to the many ways in which she already shares 
her gifts in our community of faith. Please join us in welcoming  
Rev. Smith to our church staff!

NURSERY SCHOOL

Christmas Wreaths 
Support Scholarships
Procure your festive and 
fragrant holiday décor while 
supporting nursery school 
scholarships! Please support 
our nursery school’s annual 
Christmas wreath fundraiser. 
Order forms will be available 
in October during the Time of 
Fellowship. Wreaths may be 
picked up in the Parish Hall the 
first week of December.
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PARISH LIFE

Attend the All-Church Retreat
Friday–Saturday, October 25–26, at Crestfield Camp and 
Conference Center in Slippery Rock

You are invited to attend our fall retreat — a time of fun, fellowship, 
and spiritual growth in a natural setting. Dr. Tucker S. Ferda, 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary professor of New Testament, 
will lead us in a weekend exploring the theme “Take Up and Read”: 
Biblical Interpretation and the Christian Life, as we connect with 
church friends, old and new. Please consider joining us for the 
evening of Friday, October 25, through the afternoon of Saturday, 
October 26, at Crestfield Camp and Conference Center, just 
an hour’s drive north in Slippery Rock. (Childcare is provided.) 
Brochures and registration forms are available in the Narthex and 
Sharp Atrium and online at www.shadysidepres.org/retreat. The 
deadline to register is Monday, October 7.

Rebecca Reeder — cont. from p. 1

As a previous member of 
our church family and our 
church staff, Rebecca is a 
ministerial daughter of SPC, 
and we rejoice with her as she 
celebrates the beginning of her 
ministry as Minister of Word 
and Sacrament. We thank God 
for the blessing Rebecca has 
been to our congregation and 
for calling her into ministry. 
Please support her through 
your prayers and your presence 
at the service.

SESSION

Introducing the New Children’s Choir Program at Shadyside
“Psallam Spiritu et Mente”  •  “I Will Sing with the Spirit and with the Understanding Also”

Our children’s choir program has a new name and some exciting additions and changes. Beginning 
this fall, the Shadyside Presbyterian Choir School welcomes choristers as young as kindergarten age 
with a new curriculum, including in-depth music learning and Christian understanding. 

Children begin in the training choir and progress through the Voice for Life program from the Royal 
School of Church Music (RSCM). Within this program, choristers are able to gain different colored 
ribbons and medals by working toward various assessed levels of music theory, vocal technique, and 
Christian understanding. You may notice choristers wearing these medals during worship. Please 
help us congratulate them for their accomplishments when you see them!

Once children enter third grade and have completed their initial training choir program, they can 
become an official “chorister” and participate fully in our Sunday worship services alongside our 
Chancel Choir. Now that a weekly Thursday night rehearsal has been added for the choristers, you 
can expect to see them leading music in worship more frequently. 

Choristers will be invited to enjoy a week of 
music-making and fun next summer at the 
annual RSCM choir course held in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. This past summer, chorister  
Dhini Leach had the opportunity to attend the 
course along with children’s music director 
Stephen Donnelly and Reverend Kendra L. 
Buckwalter Smith. For choristers, the week 
consists of activities like swimming, movies, 
games, variety shows, and, of course, rehearsal. 
Dhini gives it an enthusiastic “two thumbs up!”

There is no fee or tuition, and enrollment is open 
to anyone regardless of religious affiliation. For 
more information about the Choir School and 
enrolling, please contact Mr. Stephen Donnelly 
at sdonnelly@shadysidepres.org.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Above: Stephen Donnelly, Dhini Leach, and the Reverend Kendra 
Buckwalter Smith attend the Royal School of Church Music summer 
training course at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Pro-Cathedral and King’s 
College of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

Congregational Survey Thanks
The Pastor Nominating Committee thanks the members who completed the congregational survey 
by September 30. Your individual input is important to us as we move forward with the process of 
discerning our next senior pastor.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
World Communion Sunday, October 6, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with the Lord’s Supper 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Carry Out Your Ministry Fully  (Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 3:14–4:5)

Stewardship Sunday, October 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

The Nature of True Worship  (Jeremiah 29:4-7; Luke 17:11-19)

Stewardship Commitment Sunday, October 20, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

followed by “Chili After Church”  (please see page 1)

Reformation Sunday, October 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Justified  (Joel 2:23-33; Luke 18:9-14)

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
Wednesday, October 2, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend James W. Kirk, preaching  (please see page 3)

Wednesday, October 9, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Wednesday, October 16, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Wednesday, October 23, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Wednesday, October 30, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, October 1 
November issue

Friday, November 1 
December/January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, October 21, from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

For more information, visit the 
website or call the church office.

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner
Wednesday, October 16, 
from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. 

Enjoy a meal with your church 
family! RSVP to the church office 
by Monday, October 14.


