
www.shadysidepres.orgSEPTEMBER 2019       VOLUME 50, NUMBER 7

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Mission Dinner: Open Hand Ministries 
Wednesday, September 4, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

The Mission and Urban Ministry 
Team invites you to hear the 
inspirational stories of our 
mission partners by attending 
our Mission Dinner Series, 
which begins Wednesday, 
September 4, at 6:00 p.m. 
Join us in the Parish Hall as we 
welcome the Reverend Michael 
Stanton, Executive Director 
and Co-founder of Open Hand 
Ministries.  

Rev. Stanton was ordained by the PC(USA) to the position of 
Executive Director of Open Hand Ministries, Inc., one of our 
mission partners in Garfield and East Liberty which is committed 
to promoting justice and equality through homeownership. In 
2007, Rev. Stanton co-founded the ministry with a number of like-
hearted individuals and organizations from the neighborhood.

Although there is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will 
be received to offset the costs of the meal. Please RSVP by signing 
up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office. Nursery 
care is available. Families are encouraged to eat together; then, 
children may move to the Nursery during the presentation.

The

... because the mouse hears everything

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

New Adult Studies
Sundays at 9:45 a.m., 
beginning September 15

Bible Study
Joshua and Judges

Led by Dr. Richard L. McGough III
in the Hulme Room through May

Topical Study: Presbyterian 101
Presbyterian Beliefs: A Brief 

Introduction, by Dr. Donald K. McKim
Led by Rev. Dr. John A. Dalles

in the Craig Room through Oct. 13
(Please see page 3.)

PARISH LIFE

Annual Potluck Picnic Under the Tent 
Sunday, September 8, following worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team 
would like to invite all members, 
guests, and students to our an-
nual Potluck Picnic immediately 
following the worship service 
on Sunday, September 8. The 
picnic will be held under a tent 
on the McClintock Lawn, rain or 
shine. The church will provide 
fried chicken and baked beans. 
Each family should bring an 
entrée or side dish that will serve at least 12. Ice cream will be 
provided for dessert. Don’t cook? Come anyway; we will have 
enough food for all. Comfortable clothing is encouraged. Please 
contact the church office or sign up in the Sharp Atrium to RSVP 
by Wednesday, September 4, and let us know what you will bring.

Above: Rev. Michael Stanton

Also, please see page 4 for a new 
“Women at the Well” weekday study.
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Locating God’s Outstretched Love
What current events in the media just now worry you? I, too, have 
such worries. I have wondered if Scripture speaks clearly to them.  
In my daily devotions, this did:

“I say, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’ to a nation that did not call upon My name. 
I have stretched out My hands all the day to a rebellious people who 
walk in evil paths and follow their own thoughts—people who provoke 
Me continually to My face.”  (Isaiah 65:1-3)

God, talking through God’s servant Isaiah thousands of years ago, 
may have a word for us as well. “I say, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’ ” 
This is a word to boost our spirits and make our conscience free. It 

suggests that the number one expectation God has of us is to call upon God’s name. How? We pray. 
We discipline ourselves in private devotions. But even more important is to worship God. That is what 
calling on God’s name is: worshipping God, in God’s house. When we gather to worship God, not only 
do we place ourselves in God’s presence, but we allow God’s will and ways to influence our thoughts 
about the issues of the day, even when they are as complex as our current issues are. So come to 
worship. God calls us to worship. God says to each and every one of us, “I say, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’ ”

Next, in that Scripture passage, we read about God’s outstretched hands all the day. God takes the 
initiative. If we were to try to stretch out our hands all the day long, we could not do it, not the 
youngest and most limber of us, and certainly not the oldest and stiffest of us. We are, none of us, 
strong enough to do that. In contrast to us, God has the strength to bridge whatever gap we have 
allowed to happen between God and us, no matter what path we have wandered down, no matter 
what kinds of thoughts we have followed.

Picture God stretching out God’s hands to us, as far as God can, all the day long, and not just to us, 
but to all the people God has made. Even to those who are walking, as Scripture says, in evil paths, 
to those who follow only their own thoughts, to those who provoke God continually to God’s face. To 
each one, God says, “I say, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’ ” God goes to whatever lengths it takes to reach the 
ones God loves. God urges those whom God reaches to do likewise.

If you form the mental picture of God extending God’s hands all the day long for all of us, and all of 
these, then you soon form one particular picture, the mental image of our Lord Jesus Christ, upon the 
cross, with His arms extended for everyone, everywhere in every time and season. “I say, ‘Here I am! 
Here I am!’ ” Jesus loves the world that much. Jesus loves those we love that much, and Jesus loves 
those we don’t love that much. By any stretch of the imagination, we find that Jesus is the only One 
who can reach that far, to everyone for all eternity. “I say, ‘Here I am! Here I am!’ ”

See you in church,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

PNC Encourages Members to Participate in Congregational Survey
The call of a new pastor is a critical event in the life of a congregation. It is an important opportunity 
for us all to engage together in reflecting upon who we are and where we see God leading us.

To assist in this task, the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is asking members to participate in a 
congregational inventory developed by the Hartford Institute for Religion Research in Connecticut. 
The survey not only asks questions about our current ministry and your own involvement, but also 
seeks your input on pastoral leadership and your hopes for our future.

We will share more information with the congregation during the month of September. Instructions 
to access the survey will be sent to members via email; a paper alternative also will be available for 
those members who are unable to access the Internet. Completing this survey ensures that your 
views have been heard, and the collective results will provide valuable insights for our PNC’s efforts. 
We hope you will share your thoughts with us during this pivotal and purposeful process.

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE



3

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group 
Monday, September 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs 
Monday, September 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or 
grief counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator. New participants are always welcome to 
join; there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons. For 
more information or to register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family 
Wednesday, September 18, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall

On Wednesday, September 18, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to 
join us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect 
with one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright. 
Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
Monday, September 16. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. If you are able, 
we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. Nursery care is available during vespers. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

An Introduction to the Daily Lectionary 
Sunday, September 8, at 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel

As a part of our church-wide discipleship, we continue to follow 
the daily lectionary in the Book of Common Worship Daily Prayer. In 
addition to containing the daily lectionary, this book is full of prayers 
and intimate worship services to help guide your personal devotions. 
On Sunday, September 8, at 9:45 a.m., the Reverend Lynn M. Portz 
will lead a class in the Chapel to discuss how best to use this book 
and all of its resources.

We hope you will join us on this journey of discipleship! Currently, 
we are in Year 1 of the daily lectionary, located in the back of the 
book. Feel free to pick up one of the books from the bookcase in the 
Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested donation of 
$15. (Checks may be placed in an offering plate and made payable to 
“Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “Daily Lectionary” in the memo 
line.)  If you have questions, you may contact Rev. Portz.

Above: Detail of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s “Digital Mosaic,” created by 
illustrator Mark Bender. All rights reserved 
by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Presbyterian 101: A Topical Study for Sunday Mornings
From September 15 through October 13, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s 
topical study, reading Presbyterian Beliefs: A Brief Introduction, by Dr. Donald K. McKim.

This book is a clear introduction to the major beliefs of Presbyterians. Dr. McKim describes in 
easy-to-understand language what Presbyterians believe about key Reformed theological topics.  
The revised edition has been updated to include recent changes in the new Form of Government and 
the Confession of Belhar, among others.

Dr. McKim is former Academic Dean and Professor of Theology at Memphis Theological Seminary.  
A prolific author and editor, Dr. McKim is an honorably retired minister in the PC(USA). He earned 
degrees from Westminster College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and the University of Pittsburgh.

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leader, the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.
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WORSHIP

Dr. Tucker Ferda  
to Preach at Vespers

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Sojourner House Women’s Retreat
Saturday, October 12

On Saturday, October 12, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will host 
a retreat for Sojourner House, one of our mission partners. This 
event offers uplifting discussion, learning, fellowship, and praise 
for women and their children who are working hard to reclaim 
their lives.

The Community Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) 
needs volunteers to greet, talk, and share with the moms and 
provide child care for the kids from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you 
are able to help, please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact the 
church office. For more information, please contact Deacon Lisa 
Iadicicco through the church office.

PARISH LIFE

Culinary Classes with Chef Steven Bright:  
A Fabulous Fall Brunch
Tuesday, September 24, or Thursday, September 26

Tie on an apron and join Chef Steven Bright in the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church kitchen for one of two cooking classes on 
Tuesday, September 24, or Thursday, September 26, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. Chef Bright will share his expertise in this hands-on 
workshop focusing on a fabulous fall brunch.

Classes will be limited to groups of six in teams of two. Cost for 
the class is $15 per person. Please wear comfortable closed-toe 
shoes and tie back long hair. Bring your favorite apron, and let’s 
get cooking! Please register by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
contacting the church office.

Above: Dr. Tucker S. Ferda

On Wednesday, September 18, 
Dr. Tucker S. Ferda will preach 
during the vespers service at 
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

Dr. Ferda began his position as 
visiting assistant professor of 
New Testament at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary in 2017 
after serving as a lecturer since 
2013. He earned his Ph.D. 
in New Testament from the 
University of Pittsburgh, where 
he also served as a teaching 
fellow. 

Explaining why Dr. Ferda is so 
appreciated as a professor, one 
of his recent students shared, 
“His profound knowledge of 
the subject matter makes his 
classes always informative, 
but, even more importantly, his 
deep faith and humility connect 
the subjects to our lives today 
in a powerful way.” His pupil 
continued, “Students often say 
that Tucker is one of the most 
pastoral people on campus, 
despite the fact he isn’t an 
ordained minister. His love 
and care for the students and 
seminary community is always 
deeply apparent.” 

Please join us in welcoming  
Dr. Ferda to Shadyside, and plan 
to join us Friday and Saturday, 
October 25 and 26, when he will 
speak at the all-church retreat. 
Please register by October 7. 
Brochures are available in the 
Sharp Atrium and Narthex. 
Details also are available online 
at shadysidepres.org/retreat.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

“Women at the Well” Begins New Study 
Beginning Thursday, September 26, at 10:30 a.m.

“Women at the Well” is a group for 
women that meets twice a month. 
The group gathers together 
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. until 
noon sharing conversation and 
food. Beginning this fall and 
continuing through the spring, the 
topic will be women of the Bible. 
Topics like “finding contentment 
in the truth, moving from comfort 
to courage, and learning to 
accept unconditional love” will 
be discussed. Twelve Women of 
the Bible: Life-Changing Stories 
for Women Today, a study guide 
by Sherry Harney, will inspire 
the discussion. As in the past, 

our study time together will include a video segment followed by 
conversation. The first study, focusing on Eve, will be held in the  
Craig Room on September 26. Books may be ordered online from 
Amazon.com or from a local book distributor. Please direct all 
questions to Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.

Above: Detail of “The Great Commission” 
art glass window in the south transept 
of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Sanctuary. Window designed by the 
Gorham Company of New York, 1920. 
Photograph taken by Len Levasseur.
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A Living, Giving Faith
Friends through Christ,

The church calendar has rapidly turned seasons from Epiphany to Lent to Pentecost. As we await 
Advent, we have the unofficial season of “Stewardship” quickly approaching. Are you prepared for 
the Stewardship Season? Have you begun to consider what you are willing to give back to the Lord? 
Of course not! Nobody prepares for the Stewardship Season. It just suddenly arrives, and we react. 
If you are like me, you receive your pledge card in the mail, look at last year’s pledge, and write your 
pledge for the coming year. A pledge is a promise that should not be taken lightly and should be given 
proper thought and consideration. Have you given your pledge gift the time and consideration that 
you would give to other gifts, such as a birthday, wedding, or Christmas gift? 

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, I am asking you to approach the Stewardship Season 
differently this year. Prayerfully reflect upon the gifts that the Lord has given to you and your family, 
and then respond in a like manner. 

This year’s Stewardship theme is A Living, Giving Faith. When I think of that phrase, I think of those 
who have come before us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church and their living, giving faith. They 
exemplified the true meaning of A Living, Giving Faith. Thanks to those who have come before us and 
their generous gifts, we are truly blessed at Shadyside Presbyterian Church with a wonderful staff, 
majestic sanctuary, blessed music ministry, faithful Christian education, and much more. Proverbs 
says, “He who tends the fig tree will eat its fruit. And he who cares for the master will be honored.” Please 
prayerfully consider this Bible verse as you commit your pledge that will tend the fig tree that is 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, while honoring Him for all that He has given to you and your family. 
This pledge is your gift to future generations: A Living, Giving Faith!

Yours in Christ,

Elder Gary S. Lasser, Stewardship Committee

STEWARDSHIP

MUSIC IN A GREAT SPACE

The Pittsburgh Camerata Presents A Whitman Sampler 
Sunday, September 29, at 3:00 p.m.

Music in a Great Space begins its 27th concert season with the Pittsburgh Camerata singing choral 
settings of the poetry of Walt Whitman on Sunday, September 29, at 3:00 p.m.

It has been suggested that Walt Whitman’s poetry has been set to 
music more than that of any other American poet except for Emily 
Dickinson and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Some call Whitman 
a latter-day successor to Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Shakespeare. 
Whitman’s poetry celebrates democracy, nature, love, and 
friendship.

Tickets and Camerata subscriptions are available to purchase in 
advance online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org and at the door. 
For a full schedule of upcoming concerts in the 2019-2020 concert 
season, visit www.shadysidepres.org/migs. 

STEWARDSHIP
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
Sunday, September 1, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Sunday, September 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Getting the Estimate  (Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Luke 14:25-33)
The potluck picnic fellowship event occurs under the tent following 

worship. Please see page 1.

Sunday, September 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

In Search Of ...  (Psalm 14; Luke 15:1-10)

Sunday, September 22, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Making Amends  (Jeremiah 8:18–9:1-21; Luke 16:1-13)
The BRGR food truck in the circular driveway will provide lunch options 

to enhance our Time of Fellowship following worship.

Sunday, September 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Friends in High and Low Places  (Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Luke 16:19-31)

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel
Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching

Wednesday, September 18, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
Dr. Tucker S. Ferda, preaching  (Please see page 4.)

Wednesday, September 25, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, September 3 
October issue

Tuesday, October 1 
November issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter? If  not,  visit 
shadysidepres.org/mini-mouse

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Live Worship Webcast 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/live 
Please share this link with friends 
and neighbors who may not be 
able to join us in person.


