Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship,
study, fellowship, and service of this congregation.
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you. Following worship,

we invite those who are new to the church to join us under the ficus tree in the Sharp Atrium, where
New Member Committee representatives will greet you and answer any questions you may have.
Nursery care is available for infants through three-year-olds during worship. Pagers are available.

A cry room with an audio broadcast of worship is available downstairs in the Marks Room.
Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with two- and three-year-olds are welcome to report

directly to the Nursery. Four-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit with
their teachers before the sermon to participate in children’s chapel worship and Christian education.
(If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel before returning to the
Sanctuary.) Parents should meet their children in the Christian education classrooms after worship.
On the first Sunday of the month, first- and second-graders stay in worship through the entire service
for Communion. A bulletin insert designed for children is available in the Narthex.
A video broadcast of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex at the

back of the Sanctuary.
Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel

flowers into bouquets to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those
who could use some cheer. If you would like to deliver a bouquet to someone you know, please stop by
the front of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one. Help us to share God’s love through flowers.
Prayer Request Cards – You are invited to write on a Prayer Request Card the names of those who are

sick or in need of intercessory prayer.
Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex

at the back of the Sanctuary. Please see an usher for assistance.
Fifth Avenue Parking – Parking on the inbound side of the block from Wilkins Avenue to Amberson

Avenue is not available on Sunday mornings. Parking is available on the outbound side as well as
both sides of Fifth Avenue from Amberson Avenue into Oakland. We appreciate your helpfulness
utilizing these available parking areas on Sunday mornings.
Time of Fellowship immediately follows worship. Please join us after the service for light refreshments

and an opportunity to greet each other.

! Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.
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Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.

Prelude

Three settings of “Jesus, My Joy”
Call to worship		

Johann Walther
Johann Sebastian Bach
The Reverend Todd E. Leach

Pastor: 		 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
People: 	Worship the Lord with gladness, come into God’s presence with singing.
Pastor: 		 For the Lord is good;
People: 	His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.
Adapted from Psalm 100:1-2, 5
All: 		 Let us worship God!
s

Hymn in procession 470

O Day of Radiant Gladness
s

Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein

Prayer of adoration	
Preces

June Nixon

O Lord, open Thou our lips: And our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. O God, make haste to
save us: O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Praise ye
the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised.
Prayer of confession (spoken in unison)

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
You with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. In Your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways, to the glory of Your holy name.
Book of Common Worship
Silent confession

s

Those who are able are invited to stand.
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KYRIE Eleison (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

Assurance of pardon

Believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
s

Gloria Patri (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the
Sharp Atrium door. (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel
before returning to the Sanctuary.)

WELCOME

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

Scripture

Psalm 107:1-9, 43
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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page 559 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

Anthem

His Eye Is on the Sparrow
Charles H. Gabriel, arr. Shane Warby
Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come? Why should my heart be lonely
and long for heaven and home, when Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He: His eye is on
the sparrow, and I know He watches me; His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
(Refrain:) I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, for His eye is on the sparrow, and I
know He watches me. “Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word I hear, and resting on
His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears; though by the path He leadeth but one step I may see:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He
watches me. Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, when song gives place to sighing,
when hope within me dies, I draw the closer to Him; from care He sets me free: His eye is on the
sparrow, and I know He watches me; His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
Text: Civilla D. Martin, 1866–1948
Scripture

Luke 12:13-21

page 74 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
	SERMON

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

An Antidote to Foolishness
s

HYMN of Response 251

Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure
s

Affirmation OF FAITH

Winchester New
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.
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PASTORAL PRAYER and The Lord’s Prayer	

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Anthem

Exultate Justi
Lodovico Grossi da Viadana
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just; praise befits the upright. Give praise to the Lord on the harp; sing
to Him with the psaltery, the instrument of ten strings. Sing to Him a new canticle, sing well
unto Him with a loud noise. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just; praise befits the upright.
Text: Psalm 33:1-3
s

DOXOLOGY

Lasst uns erfreuen (Hymn no. 229)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
s

OFFERTORY PRAYER

s

HYMN 419

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord
s

BENEDICTION

s

Choral Response

Repton

POSTLUDE

O Thou of God the Father

Johann Sebastian Bach

Annual Potluck Picnic Under the Tent
·········· Sunday, September 8, following worship ··········
Great food and fun for all ages. Everyone is welcome! The church will provide fried chicken and baked beans.
Please bring an entrée or side dish to feed 12 people. Ice cream will be provided for dessert.
Don’t cook? Come anyway; we will have enough food for all. Comfortable clothing is encouraged.
Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or call the church office to RSVP by Wednesday, September 4.
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Today in Shadyside Presbyterian Church
Leading our music in worship this morning is a septet from the Chancel Choir: Charlene Canty and

Meghan DeWald Althouse, soprano; Jane Boyle and Ellen Fast, alto; Mark Boyle, tenor; and Graham Fandrei
and Ryan Ricarte, bass. The full Chancel Choir will return on Sunday, September 8.
Ushers for August – Brigetta P. Del Re, Richard O. Goehring, Herold S. Hannah Jr., Gary S. Lasser, Ian
A. McGough, Lisa M. Susalla, and Thomas L. Wentling Jr. Coordinators: Randy C. Adams II, Mark G.

Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Raymond P. Fitzsimmons, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, and Robert P. O’Neil.

Mission Partner Spotlight
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s relationship with Malawi began in the mid 1990s, as forward-thinking
members became involved with the Pittsburgh Presbytery’s partnership with Blantyre Synod. Located in
southern Malawi, this synod ministers to the largest denomination in the region (Church of Central Africa,
Presbyterian, or CCAP), and to its commercial and banking center. Over the past twenty years, we have led
five mission trips to this region, developing and sustaining several partner projects. The most recent of these
trips occurred in September 2014, and Shadyside Presbyterian Church more recently welcomed four guests
from Malawi for a visit to Pittsburgh in October 2016 as part of our 150th anniversary celebration.
Shadyside Presbyterian Church funded the Malawian vision of a hospital in Mulanje, a town on the eastern
border with Mozambique. This hospital serves as a multifunctional facility. In addition to the hospital,
Shadyside helped coordinate efforts to fund a nursing students’ dormitory called the “Emily House.” This
dormitory was erected in memory of Emily Dorrance, who visited this region on a short-term mission.
To join the efforts of the International Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC), please contact the
Reverend Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions, through the church office.

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel

A Whitman Sampler

·········· Resuming Wed., September 11 ··········

·········· Sunday, September 29, at 3:00 p.m. ··········

These thirty-minute candlelight services, with
Communion, offer a more intimate worship
experience in the midst of our hectic lives,
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. Childcare is available.

The Pittsburgh Camerata sings choral settings of
the poetry of Walt Whitman. Tickets: $30 each
from www.pittsburghcamerata.org in advance,
or $35 each at the door.
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News and Notes
Update on Dr. Dalles – Dr. John Dalles is continuing his recovery at home from recent cardiac surgery.

Your prayers, cards, and support are deeply appreciated. John’s doctors are monitoring his progress and
the prognosis is good, based on a program of rehabilitation and rest. His recovery has been enhanced
by the addition of an adorable new puppy to the household, Bendix, whose daily antics provide a lot of
entertainment. If you would like to join the Meal Train to provide a meal for the Dalles family, please
contact Deacon Luke Chwala at spchelpers@gmail.com.
Campus Ministry Welcomes College Students – We extend a special welcome to all new and returning

college students as life on campus begins to be re-energized with the start of a new academic term. If you
are a student looking to get involved in our activities (on campus or off), please sign the friendship pad in
your pew this morning, checking the appropriate box. Please also provide your contact information so that
we may keep in touch. After worship, please introduce yourself to one of our ministers before enjoying
refreshments in the Sharp Atrium, where we will be happy to greet you.
Mission Dinner – The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to attend our Mission Dinner Series

to hear the inspirational stories of our mission partners. Join us in the Parish Hall on Wednesday,
September 4, at 6:00 p.m., when we welcome our mission partner Open Hand Ministries. Although there
is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. Please RSVP
by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office. (Nursery care is available. Families
are encouraged to eat together; then, children may move to the Nursery during the presentation.)
Christian Education classes for all ages resume on Sunday, September 8, at 9:45 a.m.
An Introduction to the Daily Lectionary – As a part of our church-wide discipleship, we follow the daily

lectionary in the Book of Common Worship Daily Prayer. On Sunday, September 8, at 9:45 a.m., a class will
occur in the Chapel to discuss how best to use this book and all of its resources, including prayers, intimate
worship services, and the daily lectionary. Feel free to pick up one of the books from the bookcase in the
Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested donation of $15. (Checks may be placed in an offering
plate and made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “Daily Lectionary” in the memo line.)
We hope you will join us on this journey of discipleship! We are currently in Year 1 of the daily lectionary,
located in the back of the book. If you have questions, you may contact Rev. Lynn Portz.
Midweek Vespers in the Chapel resume on Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 p.m.
Children’s “Give Choir a Try” Day – On Sunday, September 15, from 12:00 to 12:30 p.m., children in grades

kindergarten and older are invited to “give choir a try” by attending an informal, no-obligation rehearsal
with their families. Our children’s music director, Mr. Stephen Donnelly, will engage the children in a
typical music rehearsal consisting of a warm up, various vocal exercises, singing, and even a fun game or two.
Following the rehearsal, he will discuss the program and commitment before answering any questions you
might have. No experience is necessary. Please RSVP to sdonnelly@shadysidepres.org if you plan to attend.
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Connections Dinner – On Wednesday, September 18, you are invited to a congregational dinner at 6:00 p.m.

in the Parish Hall. Join us for a wonderful time to connect with one another while enjoying a delicious
home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright. Please make your reservation by signing up in the
Sharp Atrium by Monday, September 16. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the
meal. If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. Nursery care is available
during vespers.
Food Truck Fellowship – Join us on Sunday, September 22, when we will welcome the BRGR food truck in the

circular driveway to enhance our Time of Fellowship following worship. Chef Steven Bright’s wonderful
cookies and coffee will be available in the Parish Hall, and, weather-permitting, the McClintock Lawn will
be open for children to play outside. Whether you want to connect with others indoors or mingle outside,
we hope you will plan to stay after worship!
Grief Support Group – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide

encouragement and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets
regularly to discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs Monday,
September 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room. New participants are always welcome to join; there
is no cost to attend the group. For more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz.
Save the Date – An all-church retreat at the Crestfield Camp and Conference Center in Slippery Rock,

Pennsylvania, is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, October 25 and 26. Dr. Tucker S. Ferda, Visiting
Assistant Professor of New Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, will lead us in a weekend
exploring the theme “Take Up and Read”: Biblical Interpretation and the Christian Life, while we connect
with church friends, old and new. Please mark the date on your calendar and consider joining us!
Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex. Please take time to sign the letters.
Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God. If
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these
same times. This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.
PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests. If you or a

loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Moehling at prayernet@shadysidepres.org. Confidentiality,
if requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by providing your email address when

registering your attendance in the pew pad or by sending an email message to info@shadysidepres.org.
Visit the Shadyside Presbyterian Church website www.shadysidepres.org for even more information.
Sunday, August 25, 2019
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About the Cover Artwork
In November 2011, Shadyside Presbyterian Church revealed more than six months of planning and artistic
effort with the unveiling of a mosaic mural on the lower level of the church. This installation crafted by local
artist Lisa Platt now greets members and visitors arriving to our educational spaces.
Made with handcrafted red-clay tiles, stained glass, and recycled objects, the mosaic was a collaborative creation
of the artist, SPC’s Art Task Force, and the children and youth of the church and nursery school. Under Lisa’s
direction, the children and youth created bordering tiles and embellishments such as leaves and hearts.
The mosaic emphasizes our Christian faith and illustrates our commitments to the areas of education,
missions, and music. Our church building is represented prominently alongside a cross and a depiction of Jesus
Christ — all nestled within a stylized global context, establishing through multiple natural motifs a wonderfilled sense of God’s creation. The artwork incorporates the nursery school’s logo, which was designed by the
first husband of church member and nursery school volunteer Susie Pettler. Ms. Platt also has expressed our
local and international connections, including in the design reminders of our missions-based relationships
in Mexico, Malawi, China, Guatemala, and Mars Hill, as well as nods to our immediate neighborhood. For
example, the artwork includes a Scottish terrier vested in tartan as a reference to Carnegie Mellon University.
A pipe organ is visible through the open doors of the church’s faç
ade, while a traditional Scottish bagpiper
appears elsewhere.
Repeated viewings prove rewarding, as new elements emerge and enrich the overall piece. The mosaic
captivates and delights viewers of all ages as we discover details and appreciate previously unnoticed figures.
Visit the lower level and look closely — you may even see a church mouse!
About the Artist: Lisa Platt likes to make people smile with her whimsical work, which can be seen around

the city. She has crafted mosaic pieces for the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in Lawrenceville and for the
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium. Her work is available at the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts in Shadyside.
For information, visit www.pittsburgharts.org.

Adult Christian Education
·········· Resuming Sunday, September 15, at 9:45 a.m. ··········
On Sunday mornings, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to gather in the Sharp Atrium
at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship and light refreshments before attending the study of your choice.
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Adult Bible Study
September 15 through May
in the Hulme Room

Topical Study
September 15 through October 13
in the Craig Room

Joshua and Judges
Led by Dr. Richard L. McGough III

Presbyterian 101
Led by the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles

Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Church Calendar
·········· August 25 – September 1 ··········
Today
August 25
		
		

11:00 a.m.
11:20 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Monday

9:00 a.m.	Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service Experience (PULSE) Fellows Orientation
in the Hulme Room

TUESDAY
		

10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
		

9:00 a.m.	Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service Experience (PULSE) Fellows Orientation
in the Hulme Room
6:00 p.m.
Care Team off-site

THURSDAY
		

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Pastor Nominating Committee in the Craig Room
Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library

SUNDAY
September 1
		
		

11:00 a.m.
11:20 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Morning Worship, with Communion, in the Sanctuary
Children’s Chapel (Preschool through Kindergarten)
Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium
Board of the Pittsburgh School for the Choral Arts in the Stamy Room

Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
Children’s Chapel (Preschool through 2nd Grade)
Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium
Saul Bequest Committee in the Stamy Room

Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
Yoga in the Hulme Room

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
·········· August 25 – September 1 ··········
Sunday, August 25

Tuesday, August 27

Thursday, August 29

Saturday, August 31

Psalms 67; 150
2 Samuel 24:1-2, 10-25
Galatians 3:23–4:7
John 8:12-20

Psalms 54; 146
1 Kings 1:32–2:4 (5-46a) 46b
Acts 26:24–27:8
Mark 13:28-37

Psalms 143; 147:12-20
1 Kings 3:16-28
Acts 27:27-44
Mark 14:12-26

Psalms 122; 149
1 Kings 7:51–8:21
Acts 28:17-31
Mark 14:43-52

Monday, August 26

Wednesday, August 28

Friday, August 30

Sunday, September 1

Psalms 57; 145
1 Kings 1:(1-4) 5-31
Acts 26:1-23
Mark 13:14-27

Psalms 65; 147:1-11
1 Kings 3:1-15
Acts 27:9-26
Mark 14:1-11

Psalms 88; 148
1 Kings 5:1–6:1, 7
Acts 28:1-16
Mark 14:27-42

Psalms 108; 150
1 Kings 8:22-30 (31-40)
1 Timothy 4:7b-16
John 8:47-59
Sunday, August 25, 2019
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20th Annual Golf Outing, Silent Auction, and Buffet Dinner
in Partnership with Hosanna House
·········· Saturday, September 7, at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport ··········
Shotgun Start at 8:30 a.m.; Dinner served at approximately 1:00 p.m.
Not a golfer? Not a problem! Non-golfers are welcome to come just for the auction and dinner.
Cost for golf, cart, and dinner: $85 • Cost for dinner only: $15 per adult, $7 per child (10 and under)
Registration deadline is today, August 25; forms are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium. For details, visit
www.shadysidepres.org/golf-outing or contact Carla Gedman or JoAnn Patross through the church office.
Hole sponsors are greatly appreciated at $150 per hole; Angel sponsorship is $1,000.

Church Staff
John A. Dalles, Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for
Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Robert K. Anderson, Head Sexton
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Director of Children’s Handbell Choir
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance

Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Education
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Karen S. Jueng, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Sonja Lipski, Infant Ministry
Dennis H. Martin, Sexton
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

Cover artwork by Lisa Platt. Photograph taken by Melody Farrin.

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ. We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith
that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
5121 Westminster Place n Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232 n Phone: 412.682.4300
www.shadysidepres.org n www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian
This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content. If you would like to recycle your bulletin,
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

