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COMMUNICATIONS

SPC Introduces New “Digital Mosaic”

The

... because the mouse hears everything

MISSIONS

Twentieth Annual 
Golf Outing “Links” 
Mission & Fellowship
The Shadyside Golf Outing is 
coming up soon — the Saturday 
after Labor Day, September 7. 
This event is for all Shadysiders 
who play golf to come out 
and enjoy a fun round of golf 
at Birdsfoot Golf Course and 
share a dinner. Please note that 
the outing is a scramble and 
all golf abilities are welcome; 
invite your golfing friends. The 
event is also an opportunity 
for everyone to support our 
mission of helping neighbors 
as proceeds from the hole 
sponsors, silent auction, and 
mulligan sales are donated 
to Hosanna House. We have 
sourced lots of fun items for the 
silent auction, which is great 
for early Christmas shopping.  

Continued on page 3
On April 4, 2018, the Communications Committee of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church met with noted Chatham art professor and 
award-winning graphic artist Mark Bender to explore the idea of 
creating an inspiring illustration based on our SPC community of 
faith. Mark presented his work and on May 2, 2018, the committee 
agreed to move forward with a commission for him to create a new 
branding image that would inspire current members and provide 
exciting visual information to visitors and new members.

Continued on page 4

Above: Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s new “Digital Mosaic,” created by illustrator 
Mark Bender.  All rights reserved by Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

2 th

Annual Golf Outing & Silent Auction

SESSION

Giving Thanks for the Ministry of Rev. John Magnuson
On Sunday, June 9, the Session of Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
met to receive the report from the Reverend John F. Magnuson that 
he had received a call to serve as Associate Pastor of Discipleship 
at Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.  
Rev. Magnuson’s last Sunday in worship with us was scheduled to 
be July 14. 

Continued on page 3 Right: John and Olivia Magnuson
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Earth-shakingly Worthwhile
In one of the most telling encounters in the New Testament, a 
terrified jailer, whose prison had been reduced to rubble by the 
power of prayer, knelt before Paul and Silas and asked them this 
question: “What must I do to be saved?”

As recorded in Acts 16:31, they responded, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved; you and your household.” The answer Paul and 
Silas gave the jailer was clear. Then, it was the jailer’s turn to decide. 
“Will I believe, or not? Will I act upon that belief, or not? Will I live as 
I have ever lived, imprisoned within the walls of the jail I oversee, or 
will I accept the freedom Christ brings? Will I stay the same, or will I 
be changed by the power of the Living God? Will I throw myself upon 
my sword, fearful of those who seem to have power over me, or will I choose life abundant and eternal?” 
All of these questions, and others much like them, flashed through the jailer’s mind as quickly as the 
first frightening tremors of the earthquake, and with even more force. Sometimes it takes an earth-
shaking event to move us from complacency to conviction. Then, by the grace of God, we may begin 
to live reconfigured lives.

What is remarkable is this: The jailer asked the right question. Notice, he did not ask: “What must I 
do to be lost?” It is fair to say the jailer knew the answer to that. “What must I do to be lost?” “Nothing 
at all.” The jailer had been there; he had done that. He understood that to become lost, to be lost, to 
stay lost, all one must do is nothing at all. One cannot be healthy, one cannot be happy, one cannot  
be prosperous if one does nothing at all. To remain lost is to remain sulky, or surly, or cynical, or 
superior, or defeatist, or fearful. But to be saved, one must believe in the turned-around limitless-love 
and grace of Christ Jesus.  

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

God went to infinite pains — even death on the cross — for your life to be worthwhile. 
God is still seeking, moving heaven and earth, for your life to be worthwhile.

God wishes your life to be worthwhile. This is a truth we know; yet, a truth we need reminded of 
every day. God went to infinite pains — even death on the cross — for your life to be worthwhile.  
God is still seeking, moving heaven and earth, for your life to be worthwhile. If you want what God  
wants — if you want your life to be worthwhile — you must start now, to train yourself in the daily  
exercise of believing in Jesus Christ. Do not allow yourself to dwell on anything that is not good.  
Believe God’s will for you is good. Let no thought of failure, disappointment, trouble, criticism, spite,  
jealousy, or condemnation of yourself or others have any place in your life. Believe God’s purposes for  
you are positive, constructive, and kind. Give yourself a regular devotional time of unbroken, mental  
discipline to get your mind set in this new direction. See what a difference a week makes, and then  
another, and another. Then, make that difference the guiding force of the rest of your life — if you  
want what God wants.

Faithfully yours,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

COMMUNICATIONS

New Video Extends Invitation to Summer Worship
The SPC Communications Committee has created a new 
video with Dr. Dalles that you can watch on the SPC website at  
www.shadysidepres.org. We also have posted it on the SPC 
Facebook page, where we hope all Facebook users will “like” it 
and share it with friends and neighbors. It’s an easy way to invite 
friends to join us for Sunday summer worship. Many thanks to 
Matt, Nikki, Mac, and Spencer Amole; to Tony, Megan, Anthony, 
Alessandra, and Christian Narcisi; and to Greg and Alana Sheffer 
for participating in the production.
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Rev. Magnuson’s Departure — continued from page 1

A farewell message from Rev. Magnuson was mailed to the congregation and is published on the 
church website at www.shadysidepres.org/blog.

At a special meeting following worship on Sunday, July 14, the congregation was to act on the 
request from Rev. Magnuson that his pastoral relationship with Shadyside Presbyterian Church be 
dissolved effective July 31 and be so recommended to Pittsburgh Presbytery. At the same meeting, 
the congregation was to act, at the recommendation of Session, to close the Associate Pastor for 
Discipleship position. Following the congregational meeting, a festive farewell reception was to be 
held in the Parish Hall for the Magnuson family.

We give thanks to God for John’s faithful and caring ministry among us during the past seven years. 
Please join us in praying for God’s blessings on the Magnusons as they begin a new chapter in their 
lives.

Following Rev. Magnuson’s resignation, the Human Resources Committee of the Session has been 
working to discern how to proceed by determining staffing needs, prioritizing the Youth Ministry 
responsibilities. The Session will keep the congregation advised of staff and leadership transitions as 
significant events occur. Please read our other church communications for continuing updates.

Golf Outing — cont. from page 1

Hosanna House is a resource 
center in Wilkinsburg that 
provides career assistance, day 
care, dental and medical care, 
outdoor camping, swimming 
and sports facilities designed 
to empower individuals and 
families to develop their full 
potential. Hosanna House is 
located in a former school 
and swimming/tennis club, 
re-purposed to be a thriving 
community hub to improve 
lives.

This year marks the 20th 

anniversary of this golf outing 
and our mission of supporting 
Hosanna House. We hope 
you will join us to carry on this 
tradition. More information is 
on the church website along 
with registration forms at  
www.shadysidepres.org/golf.

Trustee JoAnn F. Patross,  
Golf Outing Committee Co-chair

SESSION

MISSIONSMISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

The Neighborhood Academy Graduation 
The Neighborhood Academy Commencement Exercises and 18th 
Annual Academy Awards were held on Friday, May 31, at Third 
Presbyterian Church. This was the last graduation ceremony for 
the Reverend Thomas E. Johnson Jr. as Head of School before his 
retirement. Having served as Assistant Head of School for many 
years, Anthony Williams will become Head of School.

Rev. Johnson was the commencement speaker. In his powerful 
speech, he expressed his deep appreciation to Jodie Moore, co-
founder of the Neighborhood Academy. Jodie was there at the 
beginning, inspiring Rev. Johnson, and together they worked to 
make their dream of creating a school come true. Currently, there 
are 140 students, grades 6 through 12, enrolled at the school.

All of the 13 graduates are off to college in the fall. I presented 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship to this year’s 
recipient, Talisa Nowlin. The wonderful evening ended with a 
reception in the church’s social hall.

Elder Beatrice P. Jones, Member of the Community Kids  
Mission Action Community (MAC)

PARISH LIFE

Above: The Neighborhood Academy Class of 2019.

Save the Date
All-Church Retreat

Friday–Saturday, October 25–26
Dr. Tucker S. Ferda, guest speaker

“Take Up and Read”: Biblical 
Interpretation & the Christian Life
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home. While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for their faithful lives.

•	 Joan B. Cullen

•	 Ann Ostergaard

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Veterans Place Open House and Art Exhibition
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Community Partnerships 
Mission Action Community (MAC) began supporting Veterans 
Place (VP) in 2016 with several initiatives to support homeless 
veterans as they gain the necessary skills to face challenges, 
secure permanent housing, and lead productive and self-sufficient 
lives. Through your generous support, the church has sponsored 
an art therapy program at VP, designed to motivate the men and 
women of VP to take the right steps in improving their lives and the 
lives of the people they love.

VP will host an event sharing veterans’ artwork in their newly 
renovated hospitality room. You are invited to attend this open 
house which will showcase their new space and display the 
veterans’ art on Tuesday, September 17, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
All art enthusiasts are encouraged to sign up in the Sharp Atrium.

The Community Partnerships MAC needs church volunteers to 
work alongside us to help bridge the gap between our community 
partners and our congregation through fellowship, prayer, and fun! 
If you are interested in being a part of our efforts, please contact 
Deacon Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

PARISH LIFE

A Warm Welcome to 
Our New Members
We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received 
into our church family recently:

•	 F. Scott Boni

•	 Amy D. Boyle

•	 John C. Boyle

•	 Patricia D. Coleman

•	 Francis P. Collins

•	 Janice D. Collins

•	 Judith T. Dalles

•	 Hilda I. Fuge

•	 Jonathan M. Fuge

•	 Daniel Giosta

•	 Juan Pablo (J.P.) Gonzalez

•	 Madison N. Long

•	 Melissa A. Rychener

•	 Zhong (Joan) Zhou

Digital Mosaic — continued from page 1

After attending a worship service and touring the exterior and 
interior of the church, Mark presented four illustrated concepts for 
the committee’s consideration on June 12, 2018. The committee 
selected the concept that combined unique architectural features 
of the building and sanctuary with illustrations representing SPC 
life and mission and asked Mark to fully develop the illustration as 
a new branding image.

The final illustration is clearly inspired by the visual centerpiece 
of our sanctuary, Rudolf Sheffler’s shimmering 1938 mosaic of the 
Transfigured Christ. It depicts our vibrant and inclusive community 
of faith, which enriches the life of all members and is open to any 
and all to join our mission of service to God and to the world.

The illustration has been presented to the ministerial staff and 
to the SPC Session, and both have endorsed its use as a new 
institutional image of the church. Due to its mosaic-like form, the 
artwork can be used for many graphic purposes, in part or as a 
whole, and allows for the possibility to incorporate additional 
vignettes in the future. The Communications Committee invites 
members to let us know your thoughts about this new “digital 
mosaic.” You can share your feedback at info@shadysidepres.org.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

Congratulating Our 
Graduating Youth
This year, we have two 
graduating high school seniors: 
Christopher Balaan and Ian 
McGough. As the body of 
Christ, it is moments like these 
when we rejoice with one an-
other, so please take a moment 
to congratulate our graduates 
on their achievements and 
remember them in your prayers 
as they transition to the next 
chapter of their lives.

COMMUNICATIONS

WALTON LIBRARY

Calling All Library Materials
It’s time to come home! This summer, we are re-organizing the 
church library and setting up an online catalog for all library materials. 
To complete this task, we need to recover dozens of books and DVDs 
that are not on the shelves. Please take a look around to see if perhaps 
some of these items might be living at your house, and please return 
any you find to the church library as soon as possible. (If you checked 
out materials in the past month, you are OK.) Thank you!

Elder Sharon A. Taylor, Church Librarian and Archivist
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Vacation Bible School Thanks
From June 17 to 21, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Vacation Bible 
School welcomed seventy-seven children from our church, nursery 
school, and community families for a fun and educational week 
exploring Pentecost. More than thirty adult volunteers, in addition 
to forty junior counselors, helped throughout the week. Thank you 
to the children, parents, volunteers, grandparents, and caregivers 
who participated, learning about the mystery and wonder of the 
Holy Spirit. We especially thank our pastors and church staff for all 
of their help and support.

DEACONS

Twenty-sixth Annual Strawberry Festival Supports Sojourner House
The Strawberry Festival drew a record-breaking crowd on Friday, June 7, and raised $4,679 for 
Sojourner House. God provided the sunshine, and a good time was had by all. We thank all those 
who helped to make the event so successful by volunteering, donating baked goods, or attending.  
We especially thank the Board of Deacons for organizing all aspects of this great evening of fellowship 
and fun. Photographs taken by Ellen Allston. To view more photos, please visit the album on the 
church’s Facebook page.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

All-Church Workday Partnering with East End Cooperative Ministry 
Sunday, August 18, following worship

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) 
invites you to an all-church workday, partnering with the East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM). We will gather in the church kitchen 
immediately following worship on Sunday, August 18, to prepare 
the meal for the EECM shelter dinner, which will be served to shelter 
guests on the following evening, Monday, August 19, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the EECM Community House in East Liberty.

We extend a special invitation for any newcomers to join us. New friends are always welcome, so 
please consider participating even if you have never helped in this way previously.

For further information, you may contact Deacon Adam Loucks through the church office. Please  
sign up for this opportunity in the Sharp Atrium.

CARE & SUPPORT

Shadyside Care Team Commissioned
On Sunday, June 16, we commissioned the new Shadyside Care Team: Janet Rohrer and Cathy Wilson, 
leaders; Susan Hoehl, Adam Loucks, Bob Luthultz, Sharon Luthultz, Ann Pauley, and Eric Siebenaler. 
They will be sharing their gifts of compassion, care, encouragement, support, and prayer with our 
congregation in intentional ways. Please feel free to reach out to any of them, or to any of our pastors, 
if you would like to be connected with our Care Team.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, August 4, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Barn Finds  (Psalm 107:1-9; Luke 12:13-21)

Communion will be served through the practice of intinction.  
Elders also will be available to serve Communion in the pews.

Sunday, August 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

The Treasure Chest  (Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Luke 12:32-40) 
The Reverend Kendra L. Buckwalter Smith, liturgist

The Kabob Mob food truck in the circular driveway will provide  
lunch options to enhance our Time of Fellowship following worship.

Sunday, August 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Predictable as the Weather  (Isaiah 5:1-7; Luke 12:49-56)

Sunday, August 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Standing Up for Jesus  (Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 13:10-17)

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on Wednesday, September 11.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Thursday, August 1 
September issue

Tuesday, September 3 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

PARISH LIFE

Directory Supplements
D i r e c t o r y  s u p p l e m e n t s 
containing photographs and 
addresses of new members 
who joined our congregation 
since the publication of our 
last pictorial directory are now 
available. We hope this reference 
document will foster fellowship 
and communication among our 
church family. If you have not 
yet obtained your household’s 
copy, please contact Kaysie 
Strickland in the church office. 
(Supplements are available to 
members only.) 


