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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Pittsburgh Marathon on May 5

The

... because the mouse hears everything

WORSHIP

Confirmation
Please join us in welcoming 
our newest confirmation class! 
Our four confirmands will be 
confirmed during worship on 
Sunday, May 19. These youth 
have gathered periodically as 
a group since August, with 
their time culminating during 
the Confirmation Retreat at 
Crestfield and the writing of 
their statements of faith. 

• Mackenna K. Amole

• Gwynnyth A. McGough

• Margaret Lillian Walsh

• Lillian Joan Harris Werling

Above: Fellowship in the circular driveway 
following afternoon worship on Sunday, 
May 6, 2018, with the Garfield Community 
Farm mobile market and a food truck. 
Photograph taken by Ellen Allston.

FELLOWSHIP

Plant Sale & Food Truck
On Sunday, May 5, enjoy an 
outdoor time of fellowship 
as we are joined by Garfield 
Community Farm’s Mobile 
Market and Mission Mahi’s 
food truck. Our mission partner 
Garfield Farm will sell plants to 
start your summer garden, and 
Mission Mahi will sell fish tacos 
and fries, as well as grilled 
chicken and vegetarian options, 
for dinner. Please plan to stay 
after our afternoon service for 
fellowship outside!

Twenty-five members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church are preparing for the Pittsburgh Marathon on 
Sunday, May 5. The entire church is invited to run alongside them 
in a number of exciting ways:

• Show Your Support: This year, we are again honored to run 
with our local mission partner, Open Hand Ministries (OHM). 
Shadyside runners are running with a purpose to raise funds 
in support of OHM’s urban-renewal work in the Garfield and 
East Liberty communities. To support our runners, visit their 
pages at https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/
open-hand-ministries-pittsburgh-marathon-2019

• Eat Dinner: Friday May 3, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  
Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carbo-
loading pasta dinner. Please RSVP by Sunday, April 28.

• Slice Oranges: Saturday, May 4, at 1:00 p.m. in the Kitchen. 
Volunteer to cut oranges the day before the race by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.

• Be a Fan: Sunday, May 5, from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the 
corner of Amberson and Fifth Avenues. Volunteer to cheer 
on runners and hand out orange slices to them as they all try 
to run the race with perseverance.

• Worship: Sunday, May 5, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Due to the church’s location within the marathon route, our 
service of worship moves from the morning to the afternoon, 
when the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles will preach. The 
service will include Communion served by intinction. (There 
will be no worship at 11:00 a.m. and no Christian Education 
classes at 9:30 a.m. Nursery care will be provided during the 
4:00 p.m. service.) Following worship, enjoy an outdoor time 
of fellowship. (Please see article, right.)



2

The Confidence of Christ
“Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a 
great reward.”  Hebrews 10:35

The letter to the Hebrews was written by a faithful leader of the 
early church, to Christians who had been Jewish before they became 
followers of Jesus. We don’t know who the writer was; many Biblical 
scholars have proposed a range of possible authors, but there is 
no strong consensus. This verse is talking about confidence in a 
Christian context. Confidence is generally described as “a state of 
being certain.”

Jesus was confident — of who He was, and of His purpose, and 
of His abilities. He came to save sinners. From His first miracle onward, He changed the expected 
course of people’s lives and of events. He transformed situations. Jesus healed them. Jesus found 
them and made them the center of His attention. Jesus called them to something higher and more 
challenging. Jesus taught with simplicity, clarity, and wisdom. Jesus was confident of His abilities.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

All who call themselves Christians are engaged in the adventure  
of being confident.

Jesus was confident — of who He was, and of His purpose, and of His abilities. Hebrews says we 
should be confident, too. All who call themselves Christians are engaged in the adventure of being 
confident. Christians are confident of who they are. They are people who have been set free from sin 
and death by Jesus, and know that, because Christ lives, they shall live also. Christians are confident 
of their purpose. They are to do what they have seen Jesus doing, and say what they have heard Jesus 
say. And, Christians are confident of their abilities. So that, in today’s challenge and tomorrow’s, in 
good and in difficult times, they will not lose hope, but be confident.

This passage goes on to say, “When you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”

The rewards come after the successful completion of your faithful living. God has something for you 
to do today. It may be to speak out against some injustice. It may be to teach someone Jesus’ truth. 
Don’t toss away your confidence. The unfolding of God’s plan depends upon it. The world’s future 
depends upon it. And, if these things were not enough, your future depends upon it.

Yours in Christ,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

Prayer Request for Ongoing Transition Process and Nominating Work
The Representative Nominating Committee (RNC) wishes to thank the members of the congregation 
who submitted names for consideration to serve on our next Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 
The RNC has begun its work of identifying prospective PNC nominees and will begin contacting them 
to invite them to consider serving in this important role. The Session has asked the RNC to complete 
its work in time for the PNC nominees to be elected during the Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 19. 
(Editor’s Note: Please see article on page 6 for more information about the Annual Meeting.) 

Please keep the transition process and all who are engaged in it in your daily prayers. 

The 2019 Representative Nominating Committee:  
Elder John E. B. Baldridge; Trustee Henry S. Beukema Jr.; the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles;  

Elder Jason M. Huber, chair; Lisa Iadicicco; Gail N. Jones; Deacon Sherri Krofchik;  
Adam D. Loucks; Michael B. Schwerin; and Carey T. Vinson

REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING
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MUSIC MINISTRY

A Tuneful June with Two Free Voice Recitals
At the conclusion of its 26th 

season, the Music in a Great 
Space concert series invites you 
to join us for a duo of delightful 
vocal recitals on Wednesday 
evenings in June. Please visit 
www.shadysidepres.org/migs 
for more information.

• Wednesday, June 19,  
at 7:00 p.m.:  
Baritone Brian Doherty  
and Soprano Kathryn 
Copeland Donaldson  
with Pianist Ellen Fast

• Wednesday, June 26,  
at 7:00 p.m.:  
Tenor Marco Panuccio  
with Pianist Ellen Fast

No tickets will be required for 
admission. Freewill donations 
will be appreciated.

Above (clockwise from top left): Brian Doherty, Kathryn Copeland Donaldson,  
Marco Panuccio, and Ellen Fast. (Photograph of Ellen Fast taken by Nadine Photography.)

WORSHIP & MUSIC

John Dalles and Mark Anderson Collaborate on New Hymn
On Sunday, April 7, the Chancel Choir and congregation sang a brand new hymn, “As Your Dear 
Friend Once Welcomed You,” which was written for that particular service of worship. The text was 
by our own Rev. Dr. John Dalles, set to a tune composed by our own Mark Anderson. If you were not 
able to sing this beautiful new hymn with us, or if you simply would like to hear it again, please visit 
the worship archive on the website to listen to the recording: www.shadysidepres.org. 

Dr. Dalles is the author of numerous hymn texts, including “Come, O Spirit” and “God, Bless Your 
Church with Strength,” which are included in the 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal. His commissioned 
hymns include those for Presbyterian Heritage Sunday, Augsburg, Goshen, Maryville, Tusculum, 
Wilson and Knox (Toronto) Colleges, American University, Pittsburgh and Lancaster Seminaries, 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church, and the Lutheran World Federation. A life-member of the Hymn 
Society, Dr. Dalles has published three collections of hymns. 

An active composer, Mr. Anderson has won awards for both his choral compositions and hymns. He 
has received commissions for hymns, choral music, and brass arrangements from schools, community 
choirs, and churches, as well as the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, the 
Lutheran Psalter, and Princeton Theological Seminary. In addition to composing a hymn (“Bright the 
Vision That Delighted”) for Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s 150th celebration in 2016, Mark also 
composed the Kyrie, Gloria Patri, and Sanctus we sing regularly in worship.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Britain & Beyond: Folksongs of the British Isles
Under the direction of Artistic Director Mark A. Anderson, 
Pittsburgh’s premier chamber choir, the Pittsburgh Camerata, 
welcomes summer with a delightful program of music old and new 
from the British Isles. Join us on Wednesday, June 5, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. General admission tickets cost $20 each in advance 
online, or $25 each at the door. A discounted ticket for full-time 
students is available at a cost of $5 each. To purchase tickets online, 
please visit pittsburghcamerata.org. 
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SESSION

Update on Rebecca Reeder’s Candidacy for 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament
At the February meeting of the 
Session, Elder Nathaniel Hunter 
reported that, on January 23, 
the Commission on Preparation 
for Ministry of Pittsburgh 
Presbytery approved Rebecca 
Reeder to be Certified Ready 
to Receive a Call if the way be 
clear. Rebecca has actively 
participated in vesper services at 
SPC and had a positive internship 
at Central Presbyterian Church 
in Tarentum, Pennsylvania. She also has successfully passed her 
Worship and Sacraments ordination examination and will graduate 
from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in May. We give thanks for 
this news and for the blessing that Rebecca continues to be to our 
congregation and to the wider Church. Please join us in praying for 
Rebecca as God continues to guide her path to ordination.

IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following member of our 
church family was called to his 
heavenly home. While we will 
miss his earthly presence, we 
rejoice that he has joined the 
Church Triumphant and give 
thanks for his life.
•	 Martin A. Bernfeld

MISSIONS

Spring Food Collection
The food pantry of the East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM) 
is experiencing an increase 
in food requests. Following 
worship on Sundays, May 5 
and 12, members of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s Hunger 
and Homelessness Mission 
Action Community (MAC) 
will distribute bags to be filled 
with non-perishable food items 
for the EECM spring food 
collection. Members and friends 
are invited to participate and 
provide help to our neighbors 
in need. A list of suggested 
items will be attached to the 
bags, which will be collected at 
our worship service on Sunday, 
May 19.

In the event you are unable to 
attend the service, you are wel-
come to bring your bag to the 
church office during the week 
before May 19. If you prefer 
to make a monetary donation, 
checks should be made payable 
to “Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church” with “EECM Food 
Collection” on the memo line, 
and placed in the offering plate 
on Sunday, May 19.  

Please consider serving the 
community in this simple but 
critical way. Questions may be 
directed to Rev. Todd Leach or 
to any member of the Hunger 
and Homelessness MAC.

Above: Rebecca Reeder

CAMPUS MINISTRY

Appreciation for Campus Ministry of Jeff Brown
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s 
Director of Campus Outreach, 
Jeff Brown, has accepted a 
position to pursue his interest 
in sustainability. Although his 
employment with SPC officially 
ended on Sunday, March 24, 
he and his family — wife Emily 
and daughter Miriam — plan to 
remain involved in the life of our 
congregation. We thank Jeff for 
his service and commitment to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. Above: Emily and Jeff Brown

PARISH LIFE

Culinary Classes with Chef Steven Bright
Working with Phyllo: Tuesday, May 14, or Thursday, May 16

Tie on an apron and join Chef 
Steven Bright in the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church kitchen for 
one of two hands-on cooking 
classes on Tuesday, May 14, or 
Thursday, May 16, from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.

Classes will be limited to groups 
of six in teams of two. Cost for 
the class is $15 per person. 
Please wear comfortable closed-
toe shoes and tie back long hair. 
Bring your favorite apron, and let’s get cooking! Please register by 
signing up in the Sharp Atrium or contacting the church office.

Above: Chef Steven Bright
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MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Presentation & Dinner with Director of Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh 
Wednesday, May 22, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

On Wednesday, May 22, Lauren Bairnsfather, Executive Director 
of the Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh, will join us to share a 
presentation on the history of Jewish immigration to the United 
States, while also touching on the topic of antisemitism. 

In addition, we have invited the New Light Congregation of the 
Tree of Life Synagogue to join us for the presentation, which will 
be followed by a dinner discussion. Lauren will conclude her 
presentation by providing questions for table discussions, which 
will enable members of Shadyside Presbyterian Church to interact 
and build relationships with members of New Light. 

The dinner will be held at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall and will 
conclude by 7:30 p.m. Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact 
the church office.

Above: Detail of an art glass window in 
the gallery of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church Sanctuary, depicting Jesus as a 
boy in the temple. Window designed by 
the Gorham Company of New York, 1916.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life 
Sundays, April 28, May 12, 19, and 26, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

This spring, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education 
Team’s topical study, which continues reading Tish Harrison 
Warren’s Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life 
through Sunday, May 26.

In the overlooked moments and routines of our day, we can become 
aware of God’s presence in surprising ways. How do we embrace 
the sacred in the ordinary and the ordinary in the sacred? Framed 
around one ordinary day, Liturgy of the Ordinary explores daily life 
through the lens of liturgy, small practices, and habits that form us. 
Each chapter of this book looks at something — making the bed, 
brushing her teeth, losing her keys — that the author does every 
day. Drawing from the diversity of her life as a campus minister, 
Anglican priest, friend, wife, and mother, Tish Harrison Warren 
opens up a practical theology of the everyday. Each activity is 
related to a spiritual practice as well as an aspect of our Sunday 
worship. Come and discover the holiness of your every day.

Tish Harrison Warren is a priest in the Anglican Church in North America. After eight years with 
InterVarsity Graduate and Faculty Ministries at Vanderbilt and the University of Texas at Austin, 
she currently serves as co-associate rector at Church of the Ascension in Pittsburgh. She writes 
regularly for The Well, Christianity Today (CT), and CT Women. She is from Austin, Texas, and now 
lives in Pittsburgh with her husband and two young daughters in a house chock full of books with no 
matching forks or matching socks anywhere to be found. 

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leaders in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.

DEACONS

Save the Date and Sign Up to Help: Strawberry Festival on June 7
Sponsored by the Board of Deacons, the 26th Annual Strawberry Festival occurs on Friday, June 7, from 
5:30 to 8:00 p.m., and benefits Sojourner House, one of our local mission partners. This community 
event offers fun, food, and entertainment for the whole family. We are seeking volunteers to help 
staff the event, in addition to donations for the bake sale. Please sign up for these opportunities in the 
Sharp Atrium or contact the church office.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, May 5, at 4:00 p.m., with Communion 

Pittsburgh Marathon
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

In the Same Boat  (Psalm 30; John 21:1-19)
Please see articles on page 1 for more information.

Sunday, May 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Recognizing That Voice  (Psalm 23; John 10:22-30)

Sunday, May 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Sunday

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
Our Love Is Here  (Psalm 148; John 13:31-35)

Please see article on page 1 for more information.

Sunday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on Wednesday, September 11.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live  
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person.

COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, May 1 
June-July issue

Monday, July 1 
August issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

SESSION

Annual Meetings
The annual meetings of the 
corporation and congregation of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will be held on Sunday, May 19, 
in the Sanctuary immediately 
following worship. Members 
are asked to remain so that we 
can accomplish the election 
of officers and handle other 
important business, including the 
election of a Pastor Nominating 
Committee. Extended childcare 
will be available for the duration 
of the meeting.


