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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Centering Our Lives on Christ 
Sundays in Lent at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Lent is a forty-day season in the Church patterned after Christ’s 
forty days in the wilderness, during which our Lord prepared for 
His ministry of self-giving, teaching, healing, and giving His life 
on the cross. During these forty days, Christ’s followers seek to 
center their thoughts and lives upon Jesus. To do this, we may 
choose to share in acts of learning, of wellness, and of self-denial: 
dying to the old self and putting on the new identity centered in 
the Spirit of God.

Join us on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary for worship 
experiences to help you center yourself throughout the Lenten 
season. The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles will preach, except as 
noted below.  Childcare is available.

• First Sunday in Lent, March 10:  The Temptations

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 17:   
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 24:  Available Light

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 31:  All Is Not Lost

MUSIC MINISTRY

Chanticleer Returns to Shadyside
Music in a Great Space welcomes Chanticleer, presenting its “Then and There, Here and Now” 
fortieth anniversary program, on Sunday, March 31, at 3:00 p.m. 

Continued on page 2 

The

... because the mouse hears everything

Above: Detail of the cross located on the 
Communion table in the Chancel of the 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary. 
The inscription of “IHS” in the central 
medallion is a Christogram symbolizing 
Jesus Christ. The monogram is taken from 
an abbreviation of the name of Jesus in 
Greek. Photograph taken by John Mahood, 
Imagebox Productions.

Above: Chanticleer celebrates forty years as “the world’s reigning male chorus.”  Photograph © Lisa Kohler.
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The Blessing of Belonging to Christ’s Church
Dear Friends in Christ,

What a blessing it is to be part of Christ’s Church! The first time Jesus 
mentions His Church is in Matthew 16:19. Peter has just confessed 
Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ. In response, Christ gives Peter his 
new name, and says to all who were in earshot: “On this rock I will 
build my Church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.”

What we learn from what our Lord says is this: The Church is 
Christ’s idea. It is His doing. Christ’s intention is that there will be a 
body of believers. He has established them on solid rock. They will 
be built up. This Church will be powerful. This is fantastic news, for 
each one of us and all of us, in our present moment.

This month, I am getting to know you, and you are getting to know me. With every hello and 
handshake, with every conversation, in and through what we are doing right now, the Living Christ is 
present with us. He who made the Church possible, is making the Church unstoppable, and we are 
sharing in that holy adventure.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

MUSIC MINISTRY

Chanticleer — continued from page 1

Shadyside Presbyterian Church welcomes the return of “America’s a cappella pride and joy,” the ever-
popular Chanticleer. As the Music in a Great Space concert series begins its second quarter-century 
of existence, “the world’s reigning male chorus” celebrates its own fortieth anniversary season.

Founded in San Francisco in 1978, Chanticleer is known around the world as “an orchestra of voices” 
for the seamless blend of its twelve male voices ranging from countertenor to bass and its original 
interpretations of vocal literature, from Renaissance to jazz, and from gospel to venturesome new 
music. Praised by the San Francisco Chronicle for its “tonal luxuriance and crisply etched clarity,” the 
Grammy® Award-winning ensemble will grace our series with a fifth visit to our Sanctuary.

Chanticleer tickets cost $35 each and may be ordered through the church office. Previous presentations 
of Chanticleer have drawn capacity crowds; securing your tickets in advance is strongly encouraged.

“He who made the Church possible, is making the Church unstoppable,  
and we are sharing in that holy adventure.”

What is it like to be part of Christ’s Church? Some days we simply bask in the fact that we have been 
invited into His Church; how blessed we are to be part of it all. On other days, we may also say in our 
prayers, “How may I be of service to Your Church, O Lord?” I am sure that Christ is glad to hear that 
kind of a prayer. In every day, let us begin with the thought, “God, may I do what is right and pleasing 
in Your sight.”

With Grace and Peace,

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles
Interim Senior Pastor and Head of Staff

Kids in the Kitchen
On Saturday, March 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Chef Steven Bright is offering a cooking class 
to children in kindergarten through fifth grade and their adult helpers. Underwritten by the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Children’s Ministry, this free event for families will be conducted in the kitchen 
and Parish Hall. Childcare will be available for younger siblings. Registration is extremely limited due 
to space constraints; please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact the church office.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
On Wednesday, March 20, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join 
us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect with 
one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright. Please 
make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
Monday, March 18. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. Nursery care 
is available. If you are able, we hope you will stay for Lenten vespers in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement and 
a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to discuss 
a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range of emotions 
which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs Monday, March 25, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room. Sessions are led by a pastor or grief counselor and an 
experienced grief support facilitator. New participants are always welcome to join; there is no cost to 
attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons. For more information or to 
register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

PARISH LIFE

Eleventh Annual Pie Sunday 
Sunday, March 17, in the Parish Hall following Worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team will host the eleventh annual Pie 
Sunday in the Parish Hall during the Time of Fellowship following 
worship on Sunday, March 17. We are looking for some terrific 
pie bakers to provide a variety of pies. Please sign up in the  
Sharp Atrium, or contact the church office, to bring a pie — or 
perhaps a pair of pies, if possible. Not a baker? Come and enjoy; 
there will be plenty to share! We hope you can join us in fellowship.

Easter Egg Hunt
The Children’s Ministry Team at Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will once again host a community-wide Easter Egg Hunt for young 
children on the Saturday before Easter. Last year, over 800 eggs 
were hidden on our church property, and more than 75 children 
participated. We are seeking volunteers to provide plastic eggs, 
filled or unfilled, that we can use on Saturday, April 20. Please sign 
up in the Sharp Atrium to let us know what you can contribute, or, to 
learn more, please contact Ellen Allston: 412-682-4300, ext. 119, or 
eallston@shadysidepres.org.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Right: Young friends and families search for Easter eggs on the McClintock Lawn.  
Photograph taken by Laura E. Allston.

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS / YOUTH MINISTRY

Souper Bowl of Caring Results
Shadyside Presbyterian Church extends sincere thanks to those who contributed to the Souper Bowl 
of Caring on Sunday, February 3. This year’s collection raised $716.68 for East End Cooperative 
Ministry. The 2019 Souper Bowl of Caring has raised more than $8 million in cash and food items 
through the work of 3,488 groups; that total is likely to increase as more groups report their successes.  
To see the running totals, visit www.souperbowl.org.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Come, Holy Spirit, Come 
Save the Date for Vacation Bible School: June 17 to 21

Children four years old through those finishing second grade are 
invited to participate in Shadyside’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) as 
we explore the wonder of Pentecost.

At Pentecost, something mysterious, powerful, and awe-inspiring 
took place that transformed a small, ragged group of disciples into a 
force that would change the world. On that day, the Church received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit — a gift that empowered Christians to 
witness to the resurrected Lord.  

From June 17 through 21, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Children’s Ministry Team and volunteer leaders will guide children 
through a week filled with fun activities, music, Bible learning, and 
community building as we discover how the Holy Spirit guides us to 
be God’s church.  

Registration forms will be available from the church website  
www.shadysidepres.org in mid-March.

Above: A descending dove depicts the 
Holy Spirit in a detail of an art glass 
window visible from the west front of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. The 
image of a dove is often used to symbolize 
the Holy Spirit in Christian art based on 
the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ baptism. 
Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.

Above (from left to right): Stephen Donnelly; front cover artwork for Lloyd Stamy’s Reunion of Strangers; and Dr. Curt Scheib.

AMONG OUR PEOPLE

A Musical Edition of “Among Our People”
Lifelong member Lloyd F. Stamy Jr. recently released a new book, Reunion of Strangers, which weaves 
international intrigue, passion, and suspense into a thrilling mystery available now from Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, and other booksellers. In addition to showcasing Lloyd’s writing talent, the book also 
features the artistry of fellow chorister, Ashley Episcopo, who painted Lloyd’s portrait on the back 
cover. Author commissions and royalties from the publication will be donated to charity.

Dr. Curt A. Scheib has been selected to serve as dean of the College of Fine Arts at Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, his alma mater. Dr. Scheib will leave his current role as dean of the School of Visual 
and Performing Arts at Seton Hill University in order to begin work at IUP in July. His faithful service 
to Shadyside’s Music Ministry has taken many forms over three decades, including many years as a 
Chancel Choir soloist and multiple tenures as interim director of music. Congratulations, Curt!

Stephen M. Donnelly, our Associate for Children’s Music Education, contributed creatively to a 
forthcoming major motion picture, Where’d You Go, Bernadette, based on the best-selling novel by 
Maria Semple. Directed by Richard Linklater and starring Cate Blanchett and Kristen Wiig, the film 
was partially shot in Pittsburgh. Mr. D. (as he is known to our SPC families) prepared some of his 
Quaker Valley School District students to sing and dance in the movie, and, if audiences keep a keen 
eye out, they may see a familiar face appearing as the on-screen music teacher! Art imitates life!



Upstream Mission Action Community (MAC) Forms 
Identifying Root Causes of Systemic Issues and Exploring New Opportunities 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church responds to our community’s needs by walking alongside and joining 
in the efforts of our various mission partners. We are committed to continuing these efforts. However, 
we are expanding these efforts by journeying “upstream” to see if we can work toward preventing 
chronic issues within our community. We will work to identify root causes of issues and explore ways 
in which we, as a church, may work toward preventing such systemic issues.

As we journey upstream, we are prayerfully confident we will find others who have already traveled 
this direction. We hope to learn from them and, ultimately, join in their efforts. This expanded 
approach to missions may lead to new partnerships, and it may provide possibilities to expand 
relationships with current partners. It is an exciting opportunity for us to engage our community from 
a new perspective.

If you are interested in learning more or joining in this journey, please contact Rev. Todd E. Leach, 
Associate Pastor for Missions.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Difference the Cross Makes: Lenten Study Explores Atonement 
Adult Education Topical Study: Sundays, March 10 through April 14, at 9:45 a.m.

During Lent, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical study, which begins 
exploring the doctrine of atonement with the Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel, on Sunday, March 10.

As Christians, we believe that Jesus’ death was neither random nor meaningless. In Jesus’ death, 
God and human beings are reconciled, we say — but what exactly does this mean? Many of us are 
uncomfortable with traditional language about Jesus “suffering under the wrath of God” or “carrying 
the punishment for sin.” At the same time, the Scriptures are very straightforward in proclaiming that 
Jesus died “for us.” 

In this course, we will look closely at the Old Testament imagery the New Testament uses to explain 
Jesus’ death — such as Israel’s sacrificial cult and Isaiah’s “suffering servant.” By discovering the often 
unknown meaning of these images, we will try to gain fresh insight into the difference the cross makes.

• First Session on March 10:  
Israel’s Sacrificial Cult  (Leviticus)

• Second Session on March 17:  
Our Heavenly High Priest  (The Letter to the Hebrews)

• Third Session on March 24:  
The Suffering Servant  (Isaiah) 

• Fourth Session on March 31:  
Jesus the Mercy Seat  (Romans 3)

• Fifth Session on April 7:  
Jesus and the Curse  (Galatians 3) 

• Sixth Session on April 14:  
The Faith of Jesus

Participants will be asked to familiarize themselves beforehand with the Scriptural images we will 
discuss. No other preparation is necessary.

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leader, Dr. van Driel, in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m. An ordained Minister of Word 
and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Reverend Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel occupies 
the Directors’ Bicentennial Chair in Theology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Dr. van Driel 
teaches mainly in Christology, ecclesiology, and the interaction between Biblical studies and theology.

Above: Rev. Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel in 
the Chancel of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church Sanctuary for the ordination of 
Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith in 2017. 
Photograph taken by Christopher Ruth.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY
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Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Friday, March 1 
April issue

Monday, April 1 
May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
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BOARD OF DEACONS

Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is 
again providing the op-
portunity for the placement 
of lilies in the Sanctuary 
during the worship services 
on Easter morning. Orders 
may be placed in memory 
of loved ones; forms are 
available in the Sharp Atrium 
and Narthex and must be re-
ceived by Sunday, March 31.

WORSHIP & MUSIC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, March 3, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

Transfiguration of the Lord
The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 

Lo and Behold!

Please see page 1 for Lenten worship information.

Lenten Vespers
A 45-minute candlelight Communion service in our Sanctuary 

includes guest musicians. Childcare is provided.
Ash Wednesday, March 6, at 7:00 p.m. 

The Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles, preaching 
The Acceptable Time

Wednesdays, March 13, 20, and 27, at 7:00 p.m. 
Lenten vespers continue in the Sanctuary.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
The whole family is invited to join us in this pre-Lenten celebration 
and fundraiser! On Tuesday, March 5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall, the youth will sponsor an all-you-can-eat pancake 
supper. Come and celebrate Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) and 
support the youth. The proceeds from the evening will aid in 
the costs of summer mission opportunities for those in grades 6 
through 12. A freewill donation will be received. Please make your 
reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or calling the church 
office by Sunday, March 3.

FELLOWSHIP & YOUTH MINISTRY


