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SESSION

Session Engages Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles as Interim Senior Pastor
With thanksgiving to God, Shadyside Presbyterian Church enthusiastically announces the selection
of the Reverend Dr. John A. Dalles to serve as Interim Senior Pastor. In December, Session approved
the recommendation of the Human Resources Committee to retain Dr. Dalles as Interim Senior
Pastor; this action has been approved subsequently by the Pittsburgh Presbytery, and Dr. Dalles has
joyfully accepted the appointment.
Recently, Dr. Dalles served as the senior pastor and head of staff
at Wekiva Presbyterian Church in Longwood, Florida. He also
has served congregations in South Bend, Indiana, and Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, including Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church. A
graduate of Pennsylvania State University, Lancaster Theological
Seminary, and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, he has spent
more than thirty-five years as a teaching elder and minister of
word and sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (USA). A lifelong
Presbyterian, John has authored numerous hymn texts, including
“Come, O Spirit” and “God, Bless Your Church with Strength,”
which appear in the 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal. A full biography
of Dr. Dalles is published on the church website.

Above: Judith and John Dalles

We look forward to welcoming Dr. Dalles and his wife Judith to Shadyside in mid-February. Both are
excited to return to Pittsburgh for life, work, and service to our church.
We are grateful for the efforts of the Interim Ministry Search Committee — Jayne Adair Cox;
Carla M. Gedman; Robert B. Luthultz; Terrence H. Murphy; and Carey T. Vinson, chair — in identifying
a candidate for interim ministry. Most especially, we are grateful to God for sending Dr. Dalles to walk
alongside us during this time and to help in preparing our congregation for our next senior pastor.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Mouse Turns 50: Refreshed for Future, Reflecting on Five Decades
In 2019, the church’s mysteriously elusive yet seemingly pervasive reporter, The Church Mouse, turns
fifty years young! To mark this auspicious occasion, with this issue, the Communications Committee
is pleased to introduce an updated design which features full color in its printed format for the first
time; its electronic counterpart, The Mini-Mouse, began using the refreshed appearance in January.
The re-design was accomplished with the assistance of the creative
team from Imagebox Productions. Imagebox is the same group
responsible for the re-development of the shadysidepres.org
website several years ago, and has since provided additional design
support for several of the church’s printed projects.
“Origin stories” produce popular plots for book and film audiences
nowadays — so, as the Mouse enters its 50th year of publication,
we wondered, what is the background of the beloved rodent? We
spoke to some of the Mouse’s closest associates to gain some
insights about our furry and informative friend.
Continued on page 4

Above: Earlier incarnations of The
Church Mouse masthead, including the
25th year of publication in 1994 (top),
and the Mouse for the new millennium,
introduced in August 1997 (bottom).

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

The Freshness of February
My February memories are full of joining my cousins and sledding
down the hills of my grandparents’ rolling farmland. I remember
there always being a fresh snowfall, and, when no one was looking,
the recently fallen snow even tasted fresh. I also remember the
simmering hot chocolate by the open campfire, both tasting and
smelling fresh as well. Even though decades separate me from
those hills and that delightful hot chocolate, these memories drive
my expectations as I anticipate February’s arrival.
What I seem to remember less from those early sledding days are
the haphazard crashes, the numerous injuries, and the challenge
of drinking hot chocolate coated with campfire embers. The
always smoldering campfire produced more smoke than heat. Too many times, my fingers and toes
went numb. In reality, the snow was not always fresh, and you can imagine how I figured that out.
Nevertheless, I remember the wonderful time we all had together, and I long for a sip of that hot
chocolate. So, forgive me, but I am hoping for a good snowfall this February.
Together as a congregation, we look toward this coming month with exciting anticipation. Regardless
of the snowfall or lack thereof, this February has a promising freshness to it. We welcome the
Reverend Dr. John Dalles to guide us with fresh thoughts and approaches to ministry through this
interim period. Perhaps we will need to remind ourselves that good memories are often created
through taking risks and trying new things together, even if it seems as strange as hot chocolate
coated with campfire embers.
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions
Editor’s Note: Your associate pastors have been sharing this space on a rotating basis during the interim period.
MUSIC MINISTRY

Music in a Great Space Presents Two Concerts in February
The 26th concert season of Music in a Great Space continues with two concerts this month:
•

Pittsburgh Camerata: Music of the Spheres — Sunday, February 3, at 3:00 p.m.
The universe beckons with images of spheres: our earthly globe, heavenly celestial bodies,
the very sky that greets us each morning. Journey with the Pittsburgh Camerata beyond our
earthly existence, as we pique our imaginations with the splendor of the sights and sounds of the
universe. Tickets online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org and at the door.

•

Johann Sebastian Bach’s Mass in B Minor: Amici Musicae Choir and Orchestra of Leipzig —
Saturday, February 16, at 3:00 p.m.
Amici Musicae Choir and Orchestra has been delighting audiences since 1994. The ensemble is
comprised of fifty musicians who have studied in many of Leipzig’s most acclaimed institutions,
including in the St. Thomas Boys Choir, the Gewandhaus Children’s Choir, and the Hochschule
for Music and Theatre “Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy.” Under the leadership of its founder,
Ron-Dirk Entleutner, Amici Musicae has become an important part of Leipzig’s musical life. In
2019, the ensemble celebrates its 25th anniversary with a performance tour to the United States,
featuring the B minor Mass of Johann Sebastian Bach. No tickets necessary; donations appreciated.

Above: Ron-Dirk Entleutner

Above: Amici Musicae Choir and Orchestra of Leipzig
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CARE & SUPPORT

Giving Thanks for Stephen Ministry
Shadyside Presbyterian Church has enjoyed a long partnership
with Stephen Ministries, which provides us with a program to
train members to engage in an intentional caring ministry with
individuals who are in the midst of crises or life transitions. This
ministry has thrived for many years, and has supported countless
people through encouragement, support, connection, and prayer.
Since this partnership began, our world, our community, and
our church have changed in many ways. After much prayer and
discernment, we have decided to take a hiatus from the formal
Stephen Ministry program. In its place, we are excited to explore a
new model of caring ministry, which will give us more adaptability and flexibility to meet the needs
of our members. With the leading of the Holy Spirit, we trust this new initiative will allow us to walk
alongside people who are enduring challenging times in their lives, and respond to their needs in
the most appropriate and caring way. Stay tuned for more details as this ministry unfolds, and as we
prayerfully discern this new direction in which God is leading us.
We want to take this opportunity to thank all who have served as Stephen Ministers since its inception
here at Shadyside Presbyterian Church. They have given of themselves, and have shown the love of
Christ in many ways to both members and friends of our church.
Rev. Lynn M. Portz and Stephen Ministry Leaders Janet B. Rohrer and Catherine M. Wilson

Stephen Ministers
•

David R. Anthony

•

Adam D. Loucks

•

Jackie Powell

•

David L. Buchter

•

Gloria M. Mac Lean

•

Janet B. Rohrer

•

Susan E. Buchter

•

Judith C. Matheny

•

Wesley M. Rohrer III

•

Linda C. Fisher

•

Krissy K. Moehling

•

Calvin D. Weissert

•

Carla M. Gedman

•

Jeffrey C. Parker

•

Catherine M. Wilson

•

Barbara H. Heitzenroder

•

Kimberly A. Parker

•

Robert C. Howard

•

David L. Popelka

CARE & SUPPORT

Grief Support Group
Monday, February 25, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room
Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets regularly to
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs
Monday, February 25, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room. Sessions are led by a pastor or
grief counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator. New participants are always welcome to
join; there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons. For
more information or to register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.
PARISH LIFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
Wednesday, February 20, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall
On Wednesday, February 20, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to
join us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect
with one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright.
Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office
by Sunday, February 17. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. Nursery
care is available. If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., with
the Reverend Lynn M. Portz preaching.
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IN MEMORIAM

Faithful Departed
The following members of our
church family were called to
their heavenly home. While we
will miss their earthly presence,
we rejoice that they have joined
the Church Triumphant and
give thanks for their lives.
•

Jack H. Regentin

•

Donald H. Reigel

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner
Opportunity to Serve: Friday, February 8, at 5:45 p.m.
Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner for
the Shepherd Wellness Community on Friday, February 8, at the
Shepherd Wellness Community Center located at 4800 Sciota
Street in Bloomfield. Volunteers should sign up online by going to
the website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page. There is
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church. If online access
is not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Pittsburgh Marathon Relay Teams Support Open Hand Ministries
Over the past ten years, Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) has used the Pittsburgh Marathon as
a platform to raise funds and awareness for our mission partners. Once again this year, we will run
with our mission partner Open Hand Ministries (OHM). OHM is committed to promoting justice and
equality through home ownership in the East End of Pittsburgh. SPC and OHM welcome runners of
any ability to join in running with a purpose at the 2019 Pittsburgh Marathon on Sunday, May 5. The
marathon relay divides the 26.2-mile marathon course into five legs, ranging from 3.8 to 6.5 miles.
Registration is free, but we ask each individual to participate in fundraising for OHM. To sign up or for
more information, please contact Rev. John Magnuson. The deadline to register is Sunday, February 24.
COMMUNICATIONS

The Mouse Turns 50 — continued from page 1
Compared to the full history of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, which spans more than 150 years of
ministry and mission, the Mouse is a relative newcomer. Prior to the arrival of the Mouse, the narrative
of the church was chronicled through The Shadyside Scribe. What might have been the impetus for the
introduction of this modest mascot to the masthead of the church’s official communiqué?
The answer lies partly, of course, in the proverbial “church mouse” — a metaphorical symbol through
the centuries for one who may be poor, but is perfectly positioned to observe all the goings-on in
the curious building adopted as its home. This common image may have inspired the incorporation
of mice into some of our church’s ornamentation. Wooden panels in the Sanctuary contain scrolling
carvings of both field mice and birds nestled amongst thistles, leaves, and floral motifs.
Charles Marcus Osborn’s avian carvings may have been inspired by Psalm 84:3, but the presence of
the mice invites more musing. It may not be too far-fetched to imagine that Osborn, while envisioning
his designs in 1938, had in mind this Scripture: “The tree grew great and strong, its top reached to heaven,
and it was visible to the ends of the whole earth. Its foliage was beautiful, its fruit abundant, and it provided
food for all. The animals of the field found shade under it, the birds of the air nested in its branches, and
from it all living beings were fed” (Daniel 4:11-12, emphasis added). Scholars often think Jesus is recalling
this imagery when He describes the Kingdom of God in the parable of the mustard seed.
Perhaps there is even more undergirding Shadyside’s selection of the mouse as the newsletter’s titular
entity than carved décor. One former editor considered that “the Mouse provides a bit of whimsy”
for an institution that could, at times, seem unwittingly imposing or austere. This “whimsical” and
light-hearted nature of the mouse signals to readers that we do not have to take ourselves quite
so seriously all the time and might prevent us from appearing overly staid or humorless. Another
aspect of our meek mouthpiece is the inference that everything reported within these pages has been
“overheard” by the little ears of one who is eager to share good news — The Good News, even — rather
than a self-congratulatory broadcast intended to pat ourselves on the back. Furthermore, in a way,
the Mouse’s unassuming stature grants permission to pay attention to all things, great and small.
Indeed, this humble creature with a huge heart has done just that for half a century and invites us all
to do the same. We hope you will continue to enjoy reading The Church Mouse to be informed about
and inspired by all the good God is accomplishing in and through Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
Editor’s Challenge: So — can you find Shadyside’s wooden mouse carving? Please see page 6 for a clue!
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EDUCATION & WORSHIP

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Continues
Wednesday, February 13: Dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Vespers at 7:00 p.m.
On Wednesday, February 13, we welcome Rev. Scott Szabo as our final speaker in this year’s Howard
C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment Speaker Series. Rev. Szabo has been serving as Transitional Pastor
at the Oxford Presbyterian Church in Oxford, Pennsylvania, since March 2018. His ecclesial interests
include exploring how, in the midst of a rapidly changing world and a “reformed and always reforming
Church,” we can best embody our identity as Presbyterians. He wonders how we can more richly
celebrate the many feast days of the liturgical calendar, and so orient our perception of the world
around the story of the Church in its midst.
Rev. Szabo is heading toward a Doctorate of Ministry in Proclamation
and Worship from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He
enjoys the study of how we make and interpret meaning through
the use of symbols in Christian worship. Specifically, he is curious
about how the symbols with which we surround ourselves,
especially those familiar to the congregation, shape our selfperception, our understanding of the Church in the world, and our
life together. When these symbols elicit remembrances of God’s
faithfulness, times of joy, or valuable lessons learned, Scott is
interested in how they may best be incorporated into our path of
corporate discipleship. Conversely, when such symbols have lost
their intended orientation, pointing us not toward an expectation of Above: Rev. Scott Szabo
God’s continued faithfulness, but rather miring us in nostalgia, he is interested in how such symbols
may be confronted and ultimately redeemed.
Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers in the Chapel at
7:00 p.m., to see and hear about what God is up to in the Church and in the world! RSVP by contacting
the church office or by signing up in the Sharp Atrium.
REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATING

Representative Nominating Work Has Begun
Recommendations Due by Sunday, February 17
The members of the Representative Nominating Committee have begun meeting to prayerfully
engage in the process of identifying people who are well-suited and eager to serve our church as
leaders.
Your help in the nomination process is needed. Brochures which provide precise information about
the process are available in the church pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium. We urge you to take one
or several of the brochures home and to give prayerful consideration to people you might like to
recommend to the committee. The same information and additional forms are posted on the church
website: www.shadysidepres.org/nominating. In order to be considered, recommendations must
be submitted by Sunday, February 17.
As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the congregation in the stewardship of
property and management of funds. Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees the
church’s direction in ministry, programs, and budget. Deacons organize and serve in ministries that
engage people and groups directly in Christ’s service. At-large members of the 2020 Representative
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set of church officers. Trustees, Elders,
and Deacons serve a three-year term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.
Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the congregation for the purpose of election
at the annual meetings of the congregation and the corporation which are held in May. You are
encouraged to join in the work of the Nominating Committee by identifying people who routinely
seek the will of God and who lead lives consistent with the Gospel. Members of the committee will
be happy to speak with you should you have questions about the process.
2019 Representative Nominating Committee: Elder John E. B. Baldridge; Trustee Henry S. Beukema Jr.;
Elder Jason M. Huber, chair; Lisa Iadicicco; Gail N. Jones; Deacon Sherri Krofchik; Adam D. Loucks;
Patricia McMichael; Michael B. Schwerin
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COMMUNICATIONS

MISSION & URBAN MINISTRY

Souper Bowl of Caring Supports EECM

Newsletter Deadlines

This year, the youth of the church and the Hunger and Homelessness
Mission Action Community (MAC) are again partnering for the
Souper Bowl of Caring food collection. On Sunday, February 3, the
youth will be stationed at the doors following worship to collect
monetary donations for East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).
Members of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC also will be
distributing bags to be returned with nonperishable items for EECM.
The Hunger and Homelessness MAC will continue to distribute
bags on Sunday, February 10, and will collect the filled bags on
Sunday, February 17. Whether you are able to contribute both
monetary gifts and food donations or you are able to participate
in just one of these ways, your prayers and support for those in
our community who are hungry and homeless are appreciated,
especially during these harsh winter months. The Souper Bowl
of Caring is part of a national event to raise awareness of hunger
issues. For more information, visit www.souperbowl.org.

Deadlines for the Mouse are the
first business day of each month.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Adult Education Opportunities in February
Sundays at 9:45 a.m.
• Topical Study in the Craig Room
Seeking Justice
	Led by Rev. Michael Stanton,
Director of Open Hand Ministries;
David T. Abdul-Malak; and
Elder Niquelle T. Abdul-Malak

• Bible Study in the Hulme Room
Through the Lens of Prophecy:
A Study of Matthew’s Gospel
via Old Testament Scripture
Led by Dr. Richard L. McGough III

Friday, February 1
March issue
Friday, March 1
April issue
Please submit Mouse articles
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
Comments are welcome.
“MICE”-ELLANEOUS

Discover the Mouse
Want to meet the Mouse?
Here’s a hint: The Mouse
doesn’t work alone — in fact,
there’s a vast network of mice
— and, over the years, the mice
have been chummy with the
Chancel Choir choristers. You
might say they’re very close.
“Seek, and ye shall find!”

Looking for the Worship Schedule?

Join us on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. Visit www.shadysidepres.org for details.
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