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The Lord Is On the Way
sundays, Dec. 2, 9, 16, and 23, at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
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WorshiP & Music

Tell Us of the Night
Advent Vespers 
These candlelight Communion 
services at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary include reflections 
from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary professors and 
music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, 
and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.  
Childcare is available.

•	 Wednesday,	December	5
 Rev. Dr. Angela D. Hancock, 

preaching
 “Break-in”  (Matthew 24:42-51)

•	 Wednesday,	December	12
 Rev. Dr. Hunter Farrell, 

preaching
 “Experts-in-Waiting”  

(Matthew 2:13-15)

•	 Wednesday,	December	19
 Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell, 

preaching
 “You Can’t Always Get What 

You Want”  (Micah 5:2-6)

WorshiP & Music

Christmas Eve Services on Monday, December 24
4:00 p.m. — Family service
This family service appeals to 
congregants of all ages and lasts 
approximately 45 minutes.

8:00 p.m. — candlelight service,  
with Prelude at 7:40 p.m.
This beloved traditional service 
is preceded by a choral and 
orchestral prelude and concludes 
with a ceremony of lights.

right: Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of 
Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the world and watch 
with expectant hope for His coming again.  In its historical origins, 
the season of Advent was patterned after the season of Lent, a six-
week period of penitence and preparation for Easter.  Similarly, 
the four weeks of Advent present an opportunity for communal 
discernment and personal examination, as the Church prepares to 
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s 
return.  On Sunday mornings in Advent, our pastors will lead us in 
worship as we experience both the “now” and “not yet” aspects of this 
season. Communion will be celebrated on sunday, December 2.

Read more about our guest 
preachers on the church website.  
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What to Expect When We’re Expecting

At the writing of this article, Olivia and I are two weeks and six days 
away from welcoming our new baby girl into the world.  Put another 
way, she could come at any moment!  The excitement and anticipation 
for a new child is unlike anything I have experienced.  For the last 
few weeks, the baby has been growing more and more.  Watching 
her move in Olivia’s stomach can pass away an evening, and, as we 
get closer to her arrival, the signs of the baby’s coming become more 
clear.  

At the same time, as we are watching for the signs of the baby’s arrival, 
anyone watching Olivia and me would recognize our anticipation, as 
well.  Many of my meetings these past few weeks have been interrupted by me checking my phone each 
time it rings, wondering, “Is she coming?”  Every day at the house brings new opportunities for cleaning 
and set-up, and just a walk through Target can easily turn into getting more baby clothes, blankets, and 
just the cutest hats and mittens.  

In many ways, the anticipation for a new baby is a dual anticipation, looking for signs of their arrival 
while simultaneously displaying signs of anticipation yourself.  This dual anticipation is not unlike the 
season of Advent, which we enter December 2.  During this season, we anticipate and wait for Christ’s 
coming into the world.  Like a mother about to give birth, we look for signs that show us the birth of 
the new world, that Jesus is coming again and fulfilling His kingdom.  We look for signs of hope, peace,  
joy, and love — which all quietly say, “The time is near!”  All the while, we are not idly standing by in this 
anticipation, but we, too, are preparing for Christ’s arrival!  We live grounded in hope, we promote peace 
in the world, we spread joy through word and deed, and we pray that love undergirds all of our lives.  My 
hope for us this Advent season is that we would be on the lookout for Christ’s coming into the world and 
that our lives would reflect that for which we are waiting and hoping.

The Reverend John F. Magnuson, Associate Pastor for Discipleship

Editor’s Note:  Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the interim period.

PAstors’ MEssAgE

The Pittsburgh Camerata: Among Angels

sunday, December 16, at 3:00 p.m.

Music iN A grEAt sPAcEWorshiP & Music

Lessons & Carols

sun., Dec. 9, at 3:00 p.m.

Based on the service begun at 
King’s College, Cambridge, in 
1918, the Service of Lessons and 
Carols tells the story of the fall 
of humanity, the promise of a 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus 
through a series of Scripture 
readings, carols, and hymns.  
Please join with the pastors and 
the Chancel Choir as together 
we celebrate in word and in song 
the joys of the Christmas season. This seasonal concert centers on the work Among Angels, by British 

composer Will Todd, for two harps and a cappella double choir.  The 
Pittsburgh Camerata also will sing choral music from the 16th to 
the 21st centuries evoking images of angels.  The Fox Chapel High 
School Madrigal Singers, under the direction of Ben Murray, will 
join the Camerata to transport audiences to the realms of glory with 
angelic music for this heavenly concert.  Tickets are available online 
at www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door
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The Giving Tree

On sundays, December 9 and 16, the Community  
Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) 
will again sponsor the Giving Tree at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church on behalf of the families 
at Sojourner House and the Pennsylvania 
Organization for Women in Early Recovery 
(POWER).  The tree will be decorated with special 
ornamental gift tags that correspond with the 
name of a recipient, along with pajama and 
slipper sizes.  Please look for the Giving Tree after 
worship during the fellowship hour.  A member 
of the Community Partnerships MAC will be 
present to register your name along with the name of the recipient.  Gift-wrapped pajamas and slippers 
should be returned to the church by sunday, December 23; the original gift tag should be affixed to 
the package.  Your gift, along with your thoughts and prayers for the families of Sojourner House and 
POWER, are appreciated and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love this Christmas season.  If you have 
questions about the Giving Tree, please contact Deacon Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

MissioNs

christiAN EDucAtioN

Songs for the Waiting: Devotions Inspired by the Hymns of Advent

Adult	Education	Topical	Study:	Sundays,	December	2	through	23,	and	January	6,	at	9:45	a.m.

During Advent, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical study, which begins 
reading Songs for the Waiting: Devotions Inspired by the Hymns of Advent, by Magrey R. deVega, on 
sunday, December 2.

Despite the presence of many beautiful Advent songs in our 
hymnal, most of us would prefer to skip right to singing our favorite 
Christmas carols.  But, in our rush to get to the joy of Christmas, 
we forget what Advent is all about — watching and waiting for the 
coming of a promised king.

It is not about shopping, partying, gift wrapping, and vacationing.  It 
is about resting, trusting, praying, and seeking.  Through the words 
of moving Advent hymns and the powerful words of Scripture, Songs 
for the Waiting will help readers to reclaim a sense of the beautiful 
anticipation and preparation that is central to Advent.

Song titles include: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”; “Prepare the Way 
of the Lord”; “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”; “Hail to the 
Lord’s Anointed”; “People, Look East”; “Come, Thou Almighty King”; 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”; “Toda la Tierra”; “Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming”; “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”; and “Silent Night.”

Magrey R. deVega is the Senior Pastor at Hyde Park United Methodist 
Church in Tampa, Florida.  He is the author of Awaiting the Already: 
An Advent Journey through the Gospels, and a contributor to Feasting 
on the Gospels: John Volume 1 and the forthcoming A Preacher’s 
Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series.

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leaders, Jenifer D. Johnson and Deacon Adam D. Loucks, in the Craig Room at 
9:45 a.m.  The study will continue through sunday, December 23, and then will conclude on sunday, 
January 6.  (Christian Education classes will not meet on Sunday, December 30.)

Above: Jenifer D. Johnson

Above: Deacon Adam D. Loucks
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cAMPus MiNistry

Cookies for College Students

Do you have a passion for baking, or are you able to make an extra batch of your favorite Christmas 
cookies?  Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Campus Ministry Mission Action Community (MAC) will 
once again be sharing Christmas cookies with college students as they study for their final exams.  
Please bring cookie donations to the church on sunday, December 9, for distribution during the 
week of December 10.  Would you like to help us spread the love on campus?  Please contact Jeff Brown 
through the church office for more information.

MissioNs

Book Collection for Parents of HOPE

The Foundation of HOPE is in need of more children’s books, and the Community Partnerships Mission 
Action Community (MAC) invites you to contribute to this need.  HOPE gives interested parents and 
grandparents in the Allegheny County Jail the opportunity to read and record a book or books for their 
children and sends the books and recordings on to the children’s homes.  This program allows HOPE’s 
Pre-Release participants to stay in contact with their children while promoting literacy.  We accept new 
books for all ages, from 0 to 18, but we are currently most in need of board books and picture books.   
A collection basket is located in the Sharp Atrium; book donations are welcome and appreciated at any 
time, but we extend a special invitation to consider participating in this collection during the month of 
December as the holidays approach. 

“Women at the Well” Bible Study Starts New Book in January

Are you thirsting to learn more about the Bible, more about faith? The “Women at 
the Well” Bible Study meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 
10:30 a.m. until noon for study and fellowship together.  thursday, January 10,  
will be the first meeting for our new study, Adam Hamilton’s The Call: The Life and 
Message of the Apostle Paul.  Each lesson includes a video segment by our author, 
followed by discussion on a chapter from the book.  The Women at the Well would 
love to have you join us on this journey.  For more information, please contact  
Deacon Connie Coffelt through the church office.

DisciPlEshiP

· · · · · · · · · ·   Christian Education Schedule Change  ······· · · ·
Christian Education classes will not be held at 9:45 a.m. on sunday, December 30.  

Education classes for all ages will resume on sunday, January 6, at 9:45 a.m.

christiAN EDucAtioN

MissioNs

Mexico City Mission Trip

March 9-16, 2019

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s International 
Partnerships Mission Action Community 
(MAC) will travel once again to Mexico City to 
join in the work of Urban Mosaic.  We will join 
alongside local churches and continue the efforts 
of building CentroRenovar, a retreat facility to 
serve churches.  In addition to the construction, 
we will have the opportunity to witness various 
portions of Urban Mosaic’s ministry.  Please contact Rev. Todd E. Leach if you are interested, and mark 
your calendars to attend an informational meeting following worship on sunday, December 9.



Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Continues

On Wednesday, January 23, we welcome Rev. Rachelle McCalla as our next speaker in the Howard 
C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment Speaker Series.  Rev. McCalla has been serving the First United 
Presbyterian Church in Atlantic, Iowa, since January 2017.  Her ecclesial interests include exploring 
questions like, “Why are we here?”  And, “How can we glorify God together?”

Currently, Rev. McCalla is working toward a Doctorate of Ministry 
in Science and Theology at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  
During her studies, she enjoys bringing back thoughtful messages 
to her congregation.  Rev. McCalla writes, “Sometimes it is hard for 
people to connect the world of the Bible to the world we live in today.  
Scientific advances have, at times, appeared to open gulfs between 
the world as we understood it before, and the way we understand it 
now.  Sometimes that disrupts our faith, but it doesn’t need to.  The 
more we learn about science, and the more we learn about God, the 
more we discover the two aren’t in conflict at all.  In fact, they often 
support one another in surprising and faith-encouraging ways.”

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by 
vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., to see and hear about what God is 
up to in the church and in the world!  RSVP by contacting the church office or by signing up in the 
Sharp Atrium.  Also, save the date and plan to join us for the final speaking engagement in this series: 
February 13, 2019.  Details may be found in the brochures available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium, 
as well as on the church website.
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WorshiP & Music

Guest Speakers on Sundays in December and January

In December and January, we welcome the following guest preachers: 

On sunday, December 30, the Reverend Derek Davenport will 
preach during the 11:00 a.m. service of worship in the Sanctuary.  
Rev. Derek Davenport serves as the Director of the Miller Summer 
Youth Institute (SYI) at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS).  Since 
1997, SYI at PTS has helped young people consider two questions: 
“Who is God calling you to be?” and “What is God calling you to 
do?”  Derek was part of the first class of SYI scholars in 1997.  He then 
served as a part of the re-visioning team in 1999, an intern in 2000, 
and a counselor (as a PTS student) in 2003, 2004, and 2005.  Before 
returning to PTS, Derek served as the associate pastor of Grace 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida. Rev. Davenport 
loves storytelling, preaching, watching movies, and currently is 
studying church symbolism in his spare time.  He is also a graduate 
of Grove City College and PTS.

On sunday, January 20, the Reverend Michael Stanton will lead 
our Christian Education hour at 9:45 a.m. and will preach during 
the 11:00 a.m. service of worship in the Sanctuary.  Rev. Stanton was 
ordained by the PC(USA) to the position of Executive Director of 
Open Hand Ministries, Inc., one of our mission partners in Garfield  
and East Liberty which is committed to promoting justice and 
equality through homeownership.  In 2007, Rev. Stanton co-founded 
the ministry with a number of like-hearted individuals and organizations from the neighborhood.  
Michael earned his Master of Divinity degree from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 2006.  He is 
happily married and living in Garfield with four beautiful children and “too many pets.”

Above: Rev. Rachelle McCalla

EDucAtioN & WorshiP

Above: Rev. Derek Davenport

Above: Rev. Michael Stanton
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Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family

Wednesday,	January	9,	from	6:00	to	6:45	p.m.

On Wednesday, January 9, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to 
join us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect 
with one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright.   
Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office  
by Monday, January 7.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  Nursery care is 
available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m.

PArish liFE

On MLK Jr. Day, Prepare and Serve Dinner, Join Discussion at EECM

Monday, January 21

This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community (MAC) invites you to an all-church 
workday, partnering with the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  

We will gather at the church at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 21, to 
prepare the evening meal for the shelter.  That evening, at 6:30 p.m., 
we will meet at the EECM Community House (6140 Station Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206) in East Liberty to serve dinner to shelter 
guests.  The dinner will be followed by a short program including 
discussions about Dr. King.

To sign up or for further information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach:  
tleach@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300.

huNgEr & hoMElEssNEss

Warm Up on Soup Sunday, January 27

We look forward to filling the Parish Hall with the aroma of hearty 
and delicious homemade soups on sunday, January 27.  Would you 
be willing to make a pot of your favorite soup recipe for this event?  
We are looking for volunteers to contribute a variety of soups — from 
beef and barley to vegetarian delights, creamy chowders, and more.  
If you would prefer to make your favorite dessert to contribute, that 
would be wonderful, too.  The kitchen will provide bread, salad, and 
beverages.  Not a cook or a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be 
plenty to share!  Make your reservations in January by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.  Could you lend us 
your crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot?  Let us know when 
you make your reservation.  There is no cost to attend.

Off the Floor Bedding Collection

Also on Soup Sunday, January 27, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
is sponsoring a bedding collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh.  
Several items are needed to benefit needy families in the city of 
Pittsburgh.  The items that are most needed include new pillows 
(must be new by state law); complete queen, full/double, and twin 
bedding sets; blankets of all sizes (queen are most needed); and towels 
and washcloths.  Please put a size label on the blankets, and bring 
donations to the Off the Floor Pittsburgh truck located outside the 
Parish Hall.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

PArish liFE & MissioNs

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members

We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received into 
our church family recently: 

• Andrew D. Althouse

• Jennifer Bone

• Andrew S. Baldwin

• Virginia F. Baldwin

• Emily R. Brown

• Jeffrey T. Brown

• Jennifer L. Conlon

• Matthew S. Glunt

• Olivia R. Magnuson

• Mary Louise Murken

• Geoffrey L. Murken

• Jack H. Regentin

• Katherine J. Rush

• Jacob G. Wilson

NEW MEMbErs



MissioN & urbAN MiNistry

New Mission Initiative: “Upstream” Mission Action Community (MAC)

A new Mission Action Community (MAC) is in the early stages of 
being formed, and you are encouraged to join the effort.  Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) is engaged in much wonderful work 
alongside our local and international partners.  Efforts vary from 
feeding the local homeless population to caring for orphans in 
Malawi, to name only a few.  With over twenty local and international 
partners, we are joining hands in our response to a great number of 
difficult issues.  And this response needs to continue.  

However, the needs seem to remain, and some needs are actually 
increasing.  Associate Pastor for Missions Rev. Todd E. Leach spoke 
of this during a recent talk titled, “SPC Missions: Present & Future.”  
Attendees were invited to join in a book study of Toxic Charity to 
gain an expanded view and understanding of missions.  Ultimately, 
this group will journey upstream to explore and potentially join in 
efforts addressing the root causes of difficult issues. 

Please consider joining this effort.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact Rev. Leach: 
tleach@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300.
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chilDrEN’s MiNistry

coMMuNicAtioNs

New Year, New Newsletter: Mouse Makeover Coming Soon
In 2019, the church’s mysteriously elusive yet seemingly pervasive reporter, The Church Mouse, turns 
fifty years young!  To mark this auspicious occasion, the Communications Committee will outfit the 
Mouse with a new look, featuring an updated, more colorful design.  The committee will introduce 
the re-designed layout for the printed newsletter and its electronic counterpart next year.  Observant 
readers may notice a preview of the refreshed appearance in January’s editions of The Mini-Mouse, but 
the Mouse’s complete metamorphosis will be revealed in print with the next issue, which arrives in 
mailboxes in February 2019.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 
to each of you from The Church Mouse!

Register Now for the 2019-2020 SPCNS School Year
Established by several members of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School (SPCNS) 
has been providing children with a blessed beginning since 1951!  
At SPCNS, our child-centered, caring environment allows children 
to learn language, literacy, math, and science, and to explore God’s 
world, through play.

Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Classes are offered on weekday mornings for two-, three-, 
four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church members, returning students, and alumni families 
receive enrollment preference.  Please visit the school’s website 
shadysideschool.org  or call Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311.

Above: Photograph taken by Melody 
Farrin.  Artwork design by Lisa Platt.
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coMMuNicAtioNs

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, January 2 
February issue

Friday, February 1 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
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Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays,  

January 9, 16, 23, and 30,  
at 7:00 p.m.

These candlelit services, 
including Communion, offer 

a more intimate worship 
experience in the Chapel.  

Childcare is available.

Please see page 1 for Advent 
Vespers in the Sanctuary.

Note: Vespers will not be held 
on December 26 and January 2.

WorshiP & Music

Christmas Community Open House

On sunday, December 9, take a break from the hustle and bustle of 
this hectic season, and refresh your spirit in the beauty and serenity 
of our sacred spaces.  Warm beverages and cookies will be available 
in the Sharp Atrium from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Join us as your schedule 
permits, and please invite friends and neighbors to this welcoming 
event.  Consider returning or remaining afterward for the Service 
of Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m.  (For details, 
please see page 2.)

PArish liFE

Above:  A gingerbread church created by Chef Steven Bright is displayed in the Sharp 
Atrium for last year’s Community Open House.  Also incorporated into this miniature 
wonderland, which delighted young and old alike almost as much as Chef Bright’s 
delicious treats, was a train display on loan from member Paul Dodworth.  Photograph 
taken by Nick Conti, Imagebox Productions.


