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The

WorshiP & Music

Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 4

Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor 
of all the saints, both known and unknown.  In most Protestant 
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November.  
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints.  
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year, 
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death.  While the festival 
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the 
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”

• During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m., 
we will remember those members of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church who have been received into the Church Triumphant 
during the past calendar year.

• On the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing Louis Vierne’s 
Messe Solennelle in C-sharp minor.  We invite the congregation to submit the names of any 
deceased family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin.  
Please submit the names to Kaysie Strickland in the church office before Friday, october 26.

christian Education

Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community

adult Education topical study: sundays, october 28 through november 25, at 9:45 a.m.

This month, you are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical study, which is reading 
Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–1945) was a renowned and beloved 
Christian minister, seminary professor, and theologian who was 
imprisoned and later executed by the Nazis for his resistance 
to Hitler.  After his martyrdom at the hands of the Gestapo in 
1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts of 
Christians around the world.  His Letters and Papers from Prison 
became a prized testimony to Christian faith and courage, read by 
thousands.  In Life Together, we have Pastor Bonhoeffer’s experience 
of Christian community.  This story of a unique fellowship in an 
underground seminary during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul’s 
letters.  It gives practical advice on how life together in Christ can 
be sustained in families and groups.  The role of personal prayer, 
worship in common, everyday work, and Christian service is treated 
in simple, almost biblical, words.  Life Together is bread for all who 
are hungry for the real life of Christian fellowship.

On Sundays, after a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m., please 
join our discussion leaders, Linda G. Leach and Dr. Peter J. Freymark, in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.

above: Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Beacons of Gratitude

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord 
with gladness; come into His presence with singing.”  Psalm 100:1-2

It has been tradition in my family (forever!) to begin our Thanksgiving 
meal by having one of the children read aloud the words of Psalm 100 
from our big ancient family Bible.  In these brief moments of quiet 
before the turkey is served, we ponder the blessings of God’s love and 
provision for us.

Diana Bass Butler, in her book Grateful, states that gratitude is indeed 
a personal discipline that is nurtured in prayer and intentional daily 
reflection on the many ways that God fills our lives with goodness.  But she also challenges us with the 
notion that communal thanksgiving needs to be a part of our lives as well.  “How we live together in 
and with gratitude makes all the difference in the world.  Indeed, living gratefully makes the world 
different,” she says.

In these days when the public discourse is filled with negativity and anger, what would it look like for 
our church to model being beacons of gratitude, to lift up what we appreciate about our community, to 
give thanks for the natural beauty around us, to affirm the hard work of all who serve the greater good?

Being deeply rooted in gratefulness, as individuals, and as a people, offers a transformative perspective.  
It brings joy and energy to our work, grace in our relationships, and compassion to our dealings with 
strangers.  It connects us in a deeper way to one another, and to God our Creator, by whose hand all good 
things are given to us.  Finally, gratitude begets gratitude; as it is shared, it inspires others to “pay it 
forward” in kindness.

In this season of giving thanks, may we pay attention to the blessings that God has placed all around 
us.  And most of all, may this habit of gratitude continue to grow and multiply as an ongoing part of our 
life together.

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life

Editor’s note:  Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the interim period.

Pastors’ MEssagE

disciPlEshiP

A Beautiful View from the Reverend Dr. F. Morgan Roberts

Many Shadysiders remember gratefully sermons of the Reverend Dr. F. Morgan Roberts, Pastor 
Emeritus, who served as Shadyside’s Senior Pastor from 1985 to 1994 and used his ample storytelling 
skill in his preaching.  His latest book originated as a guide for a men’s discussion group on Christian 
beliefs.  A Beautiful View: A Friendlier Christianity as a Way of Life is a gem of a “little” book through 
which Dr. Roberts examines modern Christian living in a succinct, yet thorough, text.

While written to guide discussion, the book stands on its own for an individual 
reader.  With the author’s graceful and economic style, the twelve topical 
chapters make daily, devotional-type reading convenient.  However, this reader 
found the content captivating and finished the book in two pleasant sittings.   
Dr. Roberts guides the text in a way that is, at once, gentle and thought provoking.

The church received a generous donation to purchase books which will be used, in 
part, to make twenty copies of A Beautiful View available, at no cost, to interested 
readers.  The books may be picked up on sunday, november 18, during fellowship 
in the Parish Hall following worship.

Those who receive the book will know that it cries out to be shared with Christians and with those 
who are curious about the faith.  With Christmas in view, many will want to consider purchasing  
A Beautiful View for friends and family who may fall into either group.

Elder Timothy C. Engleman
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carE & suPPort

Grief Support Group: Surviving the Holidays

For those who have experienced the death of a loved one, the approaching holidays often bring mixed 
feelings of sadness, nostalgia, and even dread.  On Monday, november 12, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Grief Support Group will gather in the Craig Room.  To help you 
prepare for the holidays, the discussion will be filled with practical and uplifting ideas for the weeks 
ahead.  Please feel free to bring a family member or friend.

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group is designed to provide encouragement and a faith-centered perspective 
for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to discuss a variety of subjects that 
are important in the grief recovery process, including the range of emotions which grief brings, and 
resources for moving forward.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief counselor and an experienced grief 
support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; there is no cost to attend the group.  
For more information or to register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

Thanksgiving Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry

As Thanksgiving approaches, the Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community (MAC) of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church invites members and friends to participate in a collection 
of non-perishable food items for the East End Cooperative Ministry 
(EECM) Food Pantry, which is experiencing an increase in food 
requests. Bags for donations will be distributed after worship on 
sundays, november 11 and 18.  A list of suggested donation items 
will be attached to the bags, which will be collected and dedicated at 
our Thanksgiving Eve service of worship on Wednesday, november 21.  In the event you are unable 
to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by bringing your filled bag to the church office 
during the week of Thanksgiving. If you prefer to make a monetary donation, checks should be made 
payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food Collection” on the memo line, and 
placed in the offering plate on sunday, november 18.  Questions may be directed to Rev. Todd Leach or 
to any member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

hungEr & hoMElEssnEss

Parish liFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family

Wednesday, november 28, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m.

On Wednesday, november 28, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to 
join us in the Parish Hall any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. for a wonderful time to connect with 
one another while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright.  Please 
make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
Monday, november 26.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  Nursery 
care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., with  
Rebecca Young preaching.

Music Ministry

Hosts Needed for Leipzig Choir and Orchestra

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will host the members of Amici Musicae Choir and Orchestra from 
Leipzig, Germany, in February 2019 for their appearance on the Music in a Great Space concert series.  
We are seeking host families for Friday and saturday, February 15 and 16.  If you are able to house a 
musician or two for these evenings, and bring them back to the church each morning, please contact 
Mark Anderson through the church office to let him know how many you can host, and which gender.  
Thank you for considering this opportunity to exercise hospitality for our special guests.
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caMPus Ministry

Join a Conversation on Faith and Sustainability

tuesday, november 13, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., in the Parish hall

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Campus Ministry will host an interfaith conversation on 
sustainability in conjunction with Spirituality Awareness Month on the campus of Carnegie Mellon 
University (CMU), and with Chatham University’s Sustainability Office, on tuesday, november 13, 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  A professor from CMU, a professor from Chatham, a Presbyterian pastor, and 
a representative from a non-Christian faith will form a panel to discuss how their faith informs their 
views on sustainability.  We hope that many students and congregants alike will find the conversation 
to be challenging, informative, and inspiring.  There will be time for questions from the audience as 
well as a time for refreshments and fellowship.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium to let us know you 
plan to join us!

Jeffrey T. Brown, Director of Campus Outreach

Mission & urban Ministry

Soggy Conditions Could Not Dampen Spirits at the Golf Outing

Remember the old commercial, “When you’re number two, you try harder”?  Well, the group that 
came in second place at the church golf outing was comprised of Jason Huber, Mike Schwerin, Robert 
Thomson, and Rev. Todd Leach.  They braved the all-day rain shower and bested several other teams.  
Our nineteenth year supporting Hosanna House brought a hardy group together for golf, rain, an 
auction, rain, and lunch — and more rain.

But nothing could dampen everyone’s spirits.  Hosanna House Director Leon Haynes reported that 
their Wilkinsburg site sees 200 children a day, and their Sherwood properties hosted 3,200 children 
this summer.  Child development; wellness and fitness programs; a regional youth collaborative with 
an aviation lab promoting science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) learning — these 
are just a few of the programs that Hosanna House provides.  The child development programs include 
an accredited center for children twelve months of age through pre-school, and after-school programs 
for children up to thirteen years of age.  Check out the website for yourself: www.hosannahouse.org.

Rain or shine, Hosanna House is there for the children.  And we will be out there again for our twentieth 
golf outing, saturday, september 7, 2019.  Thank you to all of our sponsors and golfers; especially our 
angel sponsors, the Gockley family.  Together we were able to raise $5,821.88 to support Hosanna House.

Elder Carla M. Gedman

in MEMoriaM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 George R. Cain

 Letitia D. Dyke

 Francis C. McMichael

 Norma P. Walsh

Friendsgiving
Shadyside’s young adults 
invite their church family 
and friends of all ages to join 
them for a Friendsgiving at the 
Mansions on Fifth (one block 
from the church) on Friday, 
november 16, at 6:00 p.m.  
Come and enjoy an evening 
of heavy hors d’oeuvres and 
fellowship with us the week 
before Thanksgiving.  Please 
RSVP to Rev. John Magnuson 
by sunday, november 4.  Cost 
is $15 per person.

young adult Ministry

Needed: Experts with 
Needle and Thread

Calling all sewing experts!  
Children’s Ministry is seeking 
seamstresses and/or tailors 
to mend our choir robes.  In 
addition, we also would like to 
collaborate with specialists in 
fabric arts to create two specific 
items for Children’s Ministry.  
Contact Ellen Allston by email 
(eallston@shadysidepres.org) to 
express your interest or to learn 
more.

childrEn’s Ministry

· · · · · · · · · ·   Stewardship: Abounding in Hope  ······· · · ·
Shadyside Presbyterian Church is abounding in hope!  We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms 
that have already been received.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge form, please return it soon.  
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Education & WorshiP

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Continues

Wednesday, november 14: dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

On Wednesday, november 14, we welcome Rev. Patrice L. Fowler-Searcy as our next speaker in the 
Howard C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment Speaker Series.  Rev. Fowler-Searcy has been serving the 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for twenty-two years, two and a half of 
which she has been serving as an ordained pastor.  Her ecclesial interests include exploring how we as 
the people of God might walk with those in our community who are marginalized.

Rev. Fowler-Searcy has just begun her work on the way to a Doctorate 
of Ministry in Pastoral Leadership at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.  She began in January 2018 and has so far completed two 
classes in the program.  She is adjusting to the return and getting 
her head back into the space of being a student.  At this time, she is 
thankful to be back in the academy and anticipates her participation 
and completion of the program will help her to be a more thoughtful, 
caring shepherd.  She also expects that it will allow her to grow deeper 
in her relationships with God, congregants, and the community 
as she explores all the aspects of being a pastor or leader from a 
theological and practical perspective.

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., 
to see and hear about what God is up to in the church and in the world!  RSVP by contacting the church 
office or by signing up in the Sharp Atrium.  Also, save these dates and plan to join us for the other 
speaking engagements in this series: January 23, 2019; and February 13, 2019.  Details may be found 
in the brochures available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium, as well as on the church website.

above: Rev. Patrice L. Fowler-Searcy

disciPlEshiP

Remembering Those Who Have Passed; Praying for Peace

november 11, 2018, will mark 100 years since Germany and the 
Allies signed an agreement to end hostilities during World War I.  
The years that this war raged have left their mark around the world, 
including in our own congregation.  Take a moment to read the names 
of those in our congregation who served in WWI written on the 
plaque on the pulpit side transept in our Sanctuary.  The placement 
of this plaque could not be more appropriate, for when you take a step 
back from reading the names and look up, you see, portrayed in the 
beauty of stained glass, both Mary grieving by the empty tomb and 
the resurrected Christ hovering above you.  As wars continue around 
the world, the juxtaposition of this plaque and the stained glass 
remind us that, even as we grieve like Mary for the loss of loved ones, 
when confronted with death, our hope is in the resurrected Christ — 
for we are promised, “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39).

On november 4, when we celebrate All Saints’ Day as a congregation both in our morning and 
afternoon services, we remember all who passed before us and entered the Church Triumphant.  And 
on november 11, as a nation, we remember all who served and work for peace, including those who are 
forever etched on the plaque in our Sanctuary.  Please take time this November to remember and honor 
those who have passed; to give thanks for those who promote peace; and to pray for Christ’s reign of 
peace, in which we place our hope, to come.

Rev. John F. Magnuson, Associate Pastor for Discipleship

above: Detail of the World War I 
memorial plaque below the “Easter Morn” 
art glass window panels in the north 
transept of the Sanctuary.
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WorshiP & Music

Sunday Worship
all saints’ sunday, november 4 

Morning Service of Worship, with Communion, at 11:00 a.m.
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

A Service of Remembrance, with Communion, at 3:00 p.m.
featuring Louis Vierne’s Messe Solennelle in C-sharp minor

sunday, november 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

sunday, november 18, at 11:00 a.m.  
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

christ the King sunday, november 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith, preaching

Midweek Vespers
These candlelit services offer a more intimate worship  

experience in our beautiful Chapel.  Childcare is available.

Wednesday, november 7, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Wednesday, november 14, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend Patrice Fowler-Searcy, preaching  (please see page 5)

Wednesday, november 28, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
Rebecca L. Young, preaching

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, november 21, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching 

Please bring a food donation — see article on page 3.

coMMunications

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

thursday, november 1 
December/January issue

Wednesday, January 2 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.
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board oF dEacons

Christmas Poinsettias

As part of our Christmas 
celebration at Shadyside, the 
Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of poinsettias 
in the Sanctuary during the 
worship services on Christmas 
Eve.  Order forms are available 
in the Narthex and in the church 
office.  Cost is $8 per plant.  All 
orders must be accompanied 
by payment and received by 
sunday, december 2.   


