
Abounding in Hope: Stewardship Season at Shadyside

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  Romans 15:13

Negley.  Aiken.  Pitcairn.  Sure, we who worship at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church know these are some streets in our neighbor-
hood.  But they were also some of the founders of our church.  It was 
the 1860s, and, although it was pretty rural, they brought hope and 
a strong desire to worship to their small community.  They started 
with a Sunday School, and it grew into a church.  Then it grew into a 
larger church.  We know the rest of the story.

Hope drives us.  We strive to live the lives we have imagined.  Those dreams would be empty if they did 
not include God.  I have felt a resonance with Psalm 71: “For You, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, 
from my youth.  Upon You I have leaned from my birth; it was You who took me from my mother’s 
womb.  My praise is continually of You.”

When my wife and I moved to our Shadyside home forty years ago this month, we brought hopes of 
starting a family, and we knew we needed a church home to raise that family.  I had gone to a much 
smaller church.  From the outside, Shadyside Presbyterian was an imposing and, for me, somewhat 
scary structure.  But our next door neighbor, Jim Sayers, was a trustee, and he was very kind and wise 
and encouraging.  So we decided to give it a try. 

Our hopes were fulfilled.  The sermons and music were amazing.  Dr. Robert Cleveland Holland baptized 
our two newborns when they arrived on schedule.  The church folks were warm and cordial.  There have 
been some ups and downs over the years, but, throughout that time, one thing remains constant: God’s 
hope is a part of who we are.  

Continued on page 3
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Chili After Church on Stewardship Commitment Sunday
A favorite congregational event returns on Sunday, October 28.  
Once again, the Parish Hall will be filled with the aroma of delicious 
chili, chowder, and chocolate brownies.  Do you have a favorite recipe 
that you would be willing to make for this event?  We are looking for 
volunteers to make at least three quarts of chili or chowder — beef, 
chicken, turkey, or vegetarian.  If you would prefer to make brownies 
for dessert, that would be wonderful, too.  Not a cook or a baker?  Come 
and enjoy; there will be plenty to share!  Make your reservations by 
signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.  And 
if you could lend us a crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot, 
please let us know.  There is no cost to attend this event after worship 
on Stewardship Commitment Sunday.
right: Chef Steven Bright serves up golden cornbread for parishioners to enjoy with the 
chili of their choosing at last year’s event.  Photograph taken by Deacon Sarah Spiegel and 
edited by Jonathan Malek.
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Seasons of Change

The leaves have likely begun changing to their majestic colors as you 
receive this issue of our newsletter.  Ironically, as I am writing this 
letter, my daughters are home from school because of “extreme heat.”  
It seems that we have turned from summer toward fall in the blink 
of an eye.  And heaven forbid our first snowfall comes before you 
receive your next issue.

Seasons change, sometimes quickly and sometimes not.  There 
are seasons of life which tend to change in a moment, while other 
seasons seem to linger as change itself slows to a crawl.  I often hear 
the question, “Where has the time gone?”  It is a good question — one 
worth asking and pondering.  But if we get stuck on that question, time passes us by while the next 
season breaks onto the horizon.

As one who has been invited into the holy moments alongside hospital beds, and as one who has been 
embraced into communities experiencing long seasons of injustice, I have learned much.  I have learned 
to appreciate deeply the seasons past, and to envision joyfully the seasons to come.  Yet, of greatest value, 
I have learned the importance of living in the holiness and receiving the blessings of the current season.  

We are in a season of change at Shadyside.  During change, we naturally turn toward appreciating the 
past, and we then look with excitement toward the future.  I encourage you to embrace those memories 
and to dream big about God’s future plans for Shadyside.  Though, greater than these, I encourage you to 
experience the holy and receive the blessings God offers in this current season.  As you can glean from 
this issue, much is happening in the life of your church.  God continues to be at work with and among 
us.  And change itself is a majestic season.

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions

editor’s Note:  Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the interim period.

paStOrS’ MeSSage

pariSh Life & MiSSiONS

Connections Dinner with Mission Highlight

wednesday, October 24, from 6:00 to 6:50 p.m.

On wednesday, October 24, you are invited to a congregational dinner in the Parish Hall beginning 
at 6:00 p.m.  Join us to hear Rev. Todd Leach speak on the topic “SPC Missions: Present and Future,” while 
enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright.  Please make your reservation 
by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by Monday, October 22.  A 
freewill offering will be received to offset the cost of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, 
we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., with Rebecca Reeder preaching.

diScipLeShip

“Paws” to Give Thanks for Four-legged Friends: Treat & Greet on October 4
Each year as the Church honors the ministry of St. Francis of Assisi, 
we also give thanks to God for the blessing of animals and pets in our 
lives.  On thursday, October 4, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., please join  
Rev. John Magnuson outside of the Sharp Atrium entrance on 
Westminster Place as we show our thanks to our members and 
neighbors and their pets with coffee, dog treats, and blessings.  
Whether you have a pet or just want to meet neighbors and their pets, 
please stop by!

artwork: Detail of Francis & the Wolf – Serigraph © 2018 John August Swanson | Eyekons
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Attend the All-Church Retreat

friday–Saturday, November 2–3, at crestfield camp and 
conference center in Slippery rock

You are invited to attend our fall retreat — a time of fun, fellowship, 
and spiritual growth in a natural setting.  Dave Bindewald, founder 
and director of the Center for Play and Exploration, will lead us in a 
weekend full of creativity and curiosity grounded in our Christian 
identity.  Please join us for the evening of friday, November 2, 
through the afternoon of Saturday, November 3, at Crestfield 
Camp and Conference Center, just an hour’s drive north in Slippery 
Rock.  Brochures and registration forms are available in the Narthex 
and Sharp Atrium and online at www.shadysidepres.org/retreat.  
Please register by friday, October 19. 

diScipLeShip

StewardShip

above: Dr. Frederick Porkolab and  
Dr. Margaret Ragni Porkolab

Abounding in Hope — continued from page 1

We are now approaching stewardship season, a time to reflect on 
hopes fulfilled, blessings bestowed, and continuing hopes for the 
future of our church.  In it, we formally share our treasure.  I pray 
that we will continue to receive God’s Word and put into action His 
commandments, including teaching and loving and helping our 
neighbors near and far. 

“Abounding in Hope” seems a fitting theme for this season.  However, 
we weren’t the first to hit on this notion.  Isaac Watts jotted a few lines 
in 1719: “Our God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be Thou our guard while life shall last, and our eternal home.”

May God’s Spirit fill us with hope during this stewardship season.

Elder Frederick L. Porkolab, Stewardship Committee

· · · · · · · · · ·   Important Stewardship Dates  ······· · · ·
During the month of October, the theme of stewardship will be present in many ways throughout the life 
of the church, including in our services of worship.  Stewardship brochures will be mailed to members 
in early October.  Pledge forms will follow during the week of October 22.  Quarterly contribution 
statements will be enclosed with the pledge forms for reference.  Please prayerfully consider your pledge 
and joyfully return your form to the church on Stewardship commitment Sunday, October 28.

huNger & hOMeLeSSNeSS

Garfield Workday

Saturday, October 6,  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Join your faith community for 
a day of service.  Opportunities 
include distribution of food 
at Va lley View P resbyterian 
Church, working with Garfield 
Community Farm, or participat-
ing in a home construction proj-
ect with Open Hand Ministries.  
Lunch will be provided.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium.

MiSSiONS

Guest Speaker Rev. Jean-Luc Krieg for Worship and Dinner on October 14

Join Rev. Jean-Luc Krieg, founder and executive director of Urban 
Mosaic, our mission partner in Mexico City for more than a decade, 
for a timely conversation.  On Sunday, October 14, Rev. Krieg will 
preach during our 11:00 a.m. service of worship, and later will speak 
during dinner in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. on the topic, “Why 
Cities?  From Fear-based Interventions to Sustainable Solutions.”  
Please RSVP in the Sharp Atrium to let us know you plan to attend 
the dinner, or contact the church office. 

right: Rev. Jean-Luc Krieg, Founder and Executive Director of Urban Mosaic, Mexico
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Think Stephen Ministry

You are the front lines of caring ministry in our congregation.  
Throughout the week, as you meet and greet those around you, think 
Stephen Ministry.  If you see people who are downcast or struggling 
through difficult times, think Stephen Ministry.  Tell them about this 
special ministry in our congregation where they can receive the extra 
love and care they need to make it through the challenge or crisis they 
are facing.  For more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz, or 
one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders, Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

care & SuppOrt

Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk on October 14

The Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk is an ecumenical event designed to raise consciousness about 
world hunger and to raise money to combat hunger.  While seventy-five percent of the money raised 
goes to Church World Service for its national and international relief efforts, the remaining twenty-
five percent is returned to assist the local mission work of the East End Cooperative Ministry and the 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.  Last year, participants and their sponsors raised $22,608.

This year, the walk occurs on Sunday, October 14, and begins at the South Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Wilkinsburg.  The walk is six miles, with an alternative one-mile walk offered.  Registration 
begins at 1:00 p.m., and the walk begins at 2:00 p.m.  Walkers, sponsors, and prayers are greatly needed.  
Since this is also an intergenerational event, we need people of all ages to participate.  

For further information about the CROP Hunger Walk, please contact Paul Brown through the church 
office.  You also may wish to visit the Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk Facebook page or website at 
www.crophungerwalk/pittsburghpa.

iNtergeNeratiONaL eveNt

deacONS

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner 
for the Shepherd Wellness Community on friday, October 26, at 
the Shepherd Wellness Community Center located at 4800 Sciota 
Street in Bloomfield.  Volunteers should sign up online by going to 
the website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page.  There is 
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  If online access is 
not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

New MeMberS

New Members’ Class
On tuesday, October 23, from 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m., learn what 
makes Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church unique at a new mem-
bers’ orientation class.  We will 
share about the ministries and 
mission of our church, and 
help you find ways that you can 
add your gifts to our fellow-
ship to serve Christ together.  
Sandwiches will be served, and 
childcare is available during 
the class.  New members will be 
welcomed during worship on 
Sunday, October 28.  To reg-
ister, contact Kaysie Strickland 
through the church office.

NurSerY SchOOL

Christmas Wreaths Support Scholarships
Procure your festive and fragrant holiday décor while supporting 
nursery school scholarships!  Please support our nursery school’s 
annual Christmas wreath fundraiser.  Order forms will be available 
in October during the Time of Fellowship.  Wreaths may be picked 
up in the Parish Hall the first week of December.  

chriStiaN educatiON

New Topical Study: Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together
On Sundays at 9:45 a.m., from October 28 through November 25, join Linda Leach and Peter Freymark 
in the Craig Room as we discuss Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic exploration of Christian community, 
Life Together.  Learn more at www.shadysidepres.org/learn-grow/adult-christian-education.
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educatiON & wOrShip

Supper with a Scholar: Scharfe Speaker Series Begins

wednesday, October 10: dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Each year, Shadyside Presbyterian Church, through the Howard C. Scharfe Endowment, supports 
pastors in their post-graduate studies for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God.  Through 
this generous gift, pastors and churches for decades have been blessed to grow in new ways.  This year, 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church has invited four recent recipients to share over dinner and through 
worship about their studies and how they are practicing what they learn in their congregations.

Please join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, followed by vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., 
to see and hear about what God is up to in the church and in the world!  RSVP through the church office.

On wednesday, October 10, we welcome Rev. Chris Deacon as our 
speaker.  Rev. Deacon has been serving the United Parish of Bowie 
in Bowie, Maryland, for four years.  His ecclesial interests include 
exploring what it means to be the Body of Christ in the world today, 
as well as what the church looks like as it moves into the future and 
what the next reformation will look like.  

Rev. Deacon is currently finishing his first year in the Doctorate of 
Ministry program at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in the Advanced Practices track.  As he is still at the beginning of 
this program, he has enjoyed returning to the academic realm.  He 
has especially enjoyed entering into his studies through the lens of 
his current ministry context at the United Parish of Bowie.  As he progresses in the program, Chris is 
looking forward to engaging in his culminating project, which will probably be an exploration of how 
to cross the cultural and racial divide in our society through worship.

above: Rev. Chris Deacon

· · · · · · · · · ·   Remembering Loved Ones  ······· · · ·
On the afternoon of Sunday, November 4, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing Louis Vierne’s 
Messe Solennelle in C-sharp minor during a Service of Remembrance for All Saints.  We invite the 
congregation to submit the names of any deceased family members whom they would like to have 
acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin.  Please submit the names to Kaysie Strickland in the church  

office (412-682-4300, ext. 100, or kstrickland@shadysidepres.org) before friday, October 26.

MuSic MiNiStrY

Music in a Great Space Begins 26th Season with Two Concerts in October

Music in a Great Space proudly presents its 26th concert season, 
beginning with two concerts this month:

•	 Jade	Piano	Trio — friday, October 5, at 7:30 p.m.
 Comprised of violinist Dawn Posey, cellist Katya Janpoladyan, 

and pianist Ellen Fast, the Jade Piano Trio will perform works by 
Rebecca Clarke, Kenji Bunch, Schubert, and Shostakovich.  No 
tickets necessary; donations appreciated.

•	 Pittsburgh	Camerata:	Homeward Bound —  
Sunday, October 21, at 3:00 p.m.

 Autumn is the time when thoughts and memories turn to 
home, as we return to our regular routines and reflect on our 
individual journeys.  The Pittsburgh Camerata’s fall concert highlights themes of homecoming: 
leaving home and the path back to the welcome and comfort of home.  While welcoming audiences 
to another season of beautiful choral music, the Camerata also welcomes guests, the Mt. Lebanon 
High School Chamber Choir under the direction of Ethan LaPlaca, in presenting this look at our 
journeys home.  Tickets online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org and at the door.

above: The Jade Piano Trio.  Photograph: 
Nadine Photography.
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wOrShip & MuSic

Sunday Worship
world communion Sunday, October 7, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with the Lord’s Supper 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Sunday, October 14, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Jean-Luc Krieg, preaching  (please see page 3) 

followed by Cajun-Creole Food Truck Fellowship

Stewardship Sunday, October 21, at 11:00 a.m.  
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Stewardship commitment Sunday, October 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching  

followed by Chili After Church  (please see page 1)

Midweek Vespers
These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  

a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful,  
air-conditioned Chapel.  Childcare is available.

wednesday, October 3, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

wednesday, October 10, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend Chris Deacon, preaching  (please see page 5)

wednesday, October 17, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

wednesday, October 24, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
Rebecca D. Reeder, preaching

wednesday, October 31, at 7:00 p.m., with communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

cOMMuNicatiONS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, October 1 
November issue

thursday, November 1 
December/January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

MiSSiONS

Sojourner House 
Retreat

Saturday, October 27,  
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Volunteers needed!  Please sign up 
in the Sharp Atrium to help.
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Grief Support Group
Monday, October 22,  

from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

For information, visit the website 
or call the church office.

care & SuppOrt


