Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship,
study, fellowship, and service of this congregation.
If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.
Nursery care is available for infants through three-year-olds during worship. Pagers are available.

A cry room with an audio broadcast of worship is available downstairs in the Marks Room.
Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with two- and three-year-olds are welcome to report

directly to the Nursery. Four-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit with
their teachers before the sermon to participate in chapel worship and children’s activities. (If you
are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel, and then you may return to the
Sanctuary.) Parents should meet their children in the Christian education classrooms after worship.
On the first Sunday of the month, first- and second-graders stay in worship through the entire service
for Communion. A bulletin insert designed for children is available in the Narthex.
Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel

flowers into bouquets to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those
who could use some cheer. If you would like to deliver a bouquet to someone you know, please stop by
the front of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one. Help us to share God’s love through flowers.
Prayer Request Cards – You are invited to write on a Prayer Request Card the names of those who are

sick or in need of intercessory prayer.
Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex

at the back of the Sanctuary. Please see an usher for assistance.
Fifth Avenue Parking – Parking on the inbound side of the block from Wilkins Avenue to Amberson

Avenue is not available on Sunday mornings. Parking is available on the outbound side as well as
both sides of Fifth Avenue from Amberson Avenue into Oakland. We appreciate your helpfulness
utilizing these available parking areas on Sunday mornings.
Prayer Ministry – Every Sunday following worship, Stephen Ministers will be available in the front of

the left transept to pray with anyone who would like prayer. All are welcome.
Time of Fellowship immediately follows worship. Please join us after the service for light refreshments

and an opportunity to greet each other.

! Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.
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Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.
Once the Call to Worship has begun, please wait to enter the Sanctuary until the choir has processed.

Prelude

From Archangel Suite
Michael: The Battle in Heaven
Raphael: The Angel of Healing
Uriel: The Angel of Light
Call to worship		

Craig Phillips

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

Pastor: 		 O come, let us worship and bow down,
People: 	Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
Pastor: 		 For He is our God,
People: 	And we are the people of His pasture, the sheep of His hand.
All: 		 Come, let us worship God.
Psalm 95:6-7
s

Hymn in procession 460

Holy God, We Praise Your Name
s

Grosser Gott, wir loben dich

Prayer of adoration	
Preces

David Jernigan

O Lord, open Thou our lips: And our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. O God, make haste to
save us: O Lord, make haste to help us. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Praise ye
the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised.
Prayer of confession (spoken in unison)

I have deceived myself, dear Christ. I have fallen from the heights to the depths.
O lift me up again, for well I know that delusion came because I wanted it. If I
presume again, I’ll fall again and fall to my undoing. Forgive my arrogance, and
humble me by the grace of Thy salvation. It cannot be that I alone shall find You
hard and unresponsive.
St. Gregory of Nazianzus, d. 389
Silent confession

s

Those who are able are invited to stand.
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KYRIE Eleison (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

Assurance of pardon

Believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
s

Gloria Patri (sung in unison)

Mark A. Anderson

During the Gloria Patri, children are invited to come forward to the baptismal font.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please refrain from taking pictures.

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
Elder Linda C. Fisher

The Baptismal Questions
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows

Through baptism we enter the covenant God has established. Within this covenant
God gives us new life, guards us from evil, and nurtures us in love. In embracing
this covenant, we choose whom we will serve, by turning from evil and turning
to Jesus Christ.
The Baptism

Coburn Fisher Baldwin
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Prayer of Response
Response (sung with the choir)

Kingdom (Hymn no. 498)

Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign, with this water
God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. Child of God, your loving Parent,
learn to listen for God’s call. Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love
God more than all.
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, H. Parker Sharp Professor of Theology and Ethics,
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
At the beginning of the hymn, children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited
to leave through the Sharp Atrium door. (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child
to the Chapel, and then you may return to the Sanctuary.)

WELCOME

The Reverend John F. Magnuson

Scripture

Mark 9:30-37
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

page 45 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

Anthem

Hear Us, O Hear Us, Lord
Lee Hoiby
Hear us, O hear us, Lord; to Thee a sinner is more music, when he prays, than spheres’ or angels’
praises be, in panegyric alleluias; hear us, for till Thou hear us, Lord, we know not what to say;
Thine ear to our sighs, tears, thoughts, gives voice and word. O Thou, who Satan heard’st in
Job’s sick day, hear Thyself now, for Thou in us dost pray. Son of God, hear us, and since Thou by
taking our blood, owest it us again, gain to Thyself, or us allow; and let not both us and Thyself
be slain; O Lamb of God, which took’st our sin, which could not stick to Thee, O let it not return
to us again; but patient and physician being free, as sin is nothing, let it nowhere be.
Text: John Donne, from A Litany, 1635
	SERMON

The Reverend Todd E. Leach

Grasping On to “Plan A”
s

HYMN of Response 374

Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace

Dickinson College
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Affirmation OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER and The Lord’s Prayer	

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Anthem

Jubilate Deo
Craig Phillips
O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before His presence
with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord He is God; it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. O go your way into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts with praise; be thankful unto Him, and speak good of His name. For the
Lord is gracious; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth from generation to generation.
Text: Psalm 100
s

DOXOLOGY

Lasst uns erfreuen (Hymn no. 229)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
s

OFFERTORY PRAYER

s

HYMN 276

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
s

BENEDICTION

s

Choral Response

Faithfulness

POSTLUDE

Psalm 19
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Benedetto Marcello

Today in Shadyside Presbyterian Church
The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the baptism

of Coburn Fisher Baldwin by the Fisher family.
Acolytes for September – Nathan N. Boyle and Grace E. Coffelt.
Ushers for September – Ronald A. Blumer, Frederick W. Brooke IV, Mark A. Krofchik, Michael B. Schwerin,
and Robert Thomson. Coordinators: Randy C. Adams II, Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Raymond

P. Fitzsimmons, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, and Robert P. O’Neil.

About This Morning’s Music
The opening choir response is a setting of the Preces, a form of prayer which is one of the oldest in Christianity.
The Preces finds its source in both the pre-Christian Hebrew prayers of the Psalms in Temple Worship. The
form consists of a series of short petitions by an individual, and responses by an ensemble. The setting
this morning is by American composer David Jernigan, who holds degrees in organ performance from
East Carolina and Yale Universities.
Craig Phillips (b. 1961) is a distinguished and popular American composer and organist. His choral and organ
music is heard throughout churches and cathedrals in the United States, Europe, and Asia.

Mission Partner Spotlight
The Mission and Urban Ministry Team of Shadyside Presbyterian Church is responding to Hurricane
Florence by supporting Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) with $5,000. PDA is committed to both
immediate and long-term relief efforts. If you would like to make an additional contribution, please place
your check (payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church”) or cash donation in the pew envelope designated
for PDA and place it in the offering plate. Contributions may also be mailed to the church office.

World Communion Sunday

Midweek Vespers in the Chapel

·········· Sunday, October 7, at 11:00 a.m. ··········

·········· Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. ··········

World Communion Sunday celebrates our
oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters
around the world, transcending boundaries of
denomination, geography, and language.

These thirty-minute candlelight services, with
Communion, offer a more intimate worship
experience in the midst of our hectic lives.
Childcare is provided.
Sunday, September 23, 2018
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News and Notes
Young Adult Bible Study – Young adults and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are invited to

participate in a Bible study focusing on the Book of Acts. We typically gather from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on
Thursdays in the Stamy Room. Our next meeting is Thursday, September 27. Join us as we continue to
build community through study. For more information, please contact Rev. John Magnuson.
Great Race – On Sunday, September 30, the City of Pittsburgh Great Race occurs. The route includes portions

of Forbes, Fifth, and Morewood Avenues in Oakland and Squirrel Hill. Traffic closures along the course
will be enforced during the morning, but all streets should be open to traffic by 11:00 a.m. If you have
concerns, please check the map on the Great Race website (www.rungreatrace.com) and consider taking an
alternate route next Sunday morning.
Grief Support Group – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide

encouragement and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one. The group meets
regularly to discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward. Our next gathering occurs Monday,
September 24, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room. New participants are always welcome to join; there
is no cost to attend the group. For more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz.
Connections Dinner – On Wednesday, September 26, you are invited to our first congregational dinner for

the fall. Join us in the Parish Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m. to hear guest speaker Dave Bindewald, founder
and director of the Center for Play and Exploration, while enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared
by Chef Steven Bright. Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium by Monday,
September 24. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal. Nursery care is available.
If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., with Dave Bindewald preaching.
Giving Thanks for Pets – Each year as the Church honors the ministry of St. Francis of Assisi, we also give

thanks to God for the blessing of animals and pets in our lives. On Thursday, October 4, from 8:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m., please join Rev. John Magnuson outside of the Sharp Atrium entrance on Westminster Place
as we show our thanks to our members and neighbors and their pets with coffee, dog treats, and blessings.
Garfield Workday – On Saturday, October 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., join your faith community for a day

of service. Opportunities include distribution of food at Valley View Presbyterian Church, working with
Garfield Community Farm, or participating in a home construction project with Open Hand Ministries.
Lunch will be provided. Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact Rev. Todd Leach with questions.
Kids in the Kitchen – On Saturday, October 6, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Chef Steven Bright is offering a

cooking class to children in kindergarten through fifth grade. Chef Bright will lead the children and their
adult helpers in learning to make pizza. Underwritten by the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Children’s
Ministry, this free event for families will be conducted in the kitchen and Parish Hall. Childcare will be
available for younger siblings. Registration is extremely limited; please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or
contact the church office.
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Supper with a Scholar – Each year, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Howard C. Scharfe Endowment supports

pastors in their post-graduate studies for the benefit of the Church and for the glory of God. This year, four
recent recipients will share over dinner and through worship about their studies. Join us on Wednesday,
October 10, when we welcome Rev. Chris Deacon as our first speaker for dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by
vespers at 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP in the Sharp Atrium. Brochures with details are available in the Narthex.
Food Truck Fellowship – Once a month through November, we will host a food truck in the circular driveway

as a part of our Time of Fellowship following worship. Chef Steven Bright’s wonderful cookies and coffee
will be available in the Parish Hall, and, weather-permitting, the McClintock Lawn will be open for children
to play outside. Whether you want to connect with others indoors or mingle outside, we hope you will plan
to stay after worship! Join us on Sunday, October 14, when we will welcome Pittsburgh Po’boy Cajun-Creole
Cuisine food truck, and mark your calendars for November 18.
The Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk will be held Sunday, October 14. Walkers will meet at the South

Avenue United Methodist Church at 733 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg. Registration begins at 1:00 p.m.
with the walk starting promptly at 2:00 p.m. Walkers, sponsors, and prayers are needed. For further
information, contact Paul Brown through the church office.
Mission Dinner with Rev. Jean-Luc Krieg – Join Rev. Jean-Luc Krieg, founder and executive director of

Urban Mosaic, our mission partner in Mexico City for more than a decade, for a timely conversation. On
Sunday, October 14, Rev. Krieg will preach during our 11:00 a.m. service of worship, and later will speak
during dinner in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. on the topic, “Why Cities? From Fear-based Interventions to
Sustainable Solutions.” Please RSVP in the Sharp Atrium to let us know you plan to attend the dinner, or
contact the church office. A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.
An Invitation to Membership – On Tuesday, October 23, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m., learn what makes Shadyside

Church unique at a new members’ orientation class. We will share about our ministries and mission, and
help you find ways that you can add your gifts to our fellowship to serve Christ together. Sandwiches will
be served, and childcare is available during the class. New members will be welcomed during worship on
Sunday, October 28. To register, please contact Kaysie Strickland in the church office.
Shepherd Wellness – Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner for the Shepherd

Wellness Community on Friday, October 26, at the Shepherd Wellness Community Center (4800 Sciota
Street in Bloomfield). Volunteers should sign up online by visiting www.swconline.org and clicking on the
“Volunteer Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page. There is a separate tab for Shadyside
Presbyterian Church. If online access is not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.
Retreat for Mothers of Sojourner House – On Saturday, October 27, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will

host a retreat for Sojourner House, one of our mission partners. This event offers uplifting discussion,
learning, fellowship, and praise for women and their children who are working hard to reclaim their lives.
We need volunteers to greet, talk, and share with the mothers as well as volunteers to provide child care
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you are able to help, please sign up in the Sharp Atrium.
Sunday, September 23, 2018
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All-Church Retreat – An all-church retreat at the Crestfield Camp and Conference Center in Slippery Rock,

Pennsylvania, is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, November 2 and 3. Dave Bindewald, founder and
director of the Center for Play and Exploration, will lead us in a weekend full of creativity and curiosity
grounded in our Christian identity, while we connect with church friends, old and new. (Childcare and
children’s activities are provided.) Brochures with details and registration forms are available in the Narthex
and Sharp Atrium, and online at www.shadysidepres.org/retreat. Please register by Friday, October 19.
Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex. Please take time to sign the letters.
Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God. If
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these
same times. This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.
PrayerNet complements our ongoing prayer groups by lifting up urgent prayer requests. If you or a

loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Moehling at prayernet@shadysidepres.org. Confidentiality,
if requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.
The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by providing your email address when

registering your attendance in the pew pad or by sending an email message to info@shadysidepres.org.
Live Webcast – Listen to a live audio stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays. Please share
the link www.shadysidepres.org/live with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.
The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides additional information

about the church’s many programs, activities, and events, as well as access to audio recordings of worship.

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
·········· September 23 – 30 ··········
Sunday, September 23

Tuesday, September 25

Thursday, September 27

Saturday, September 29

Psalms 67; 150
Esther 3:1–4:3
James 1:19-27
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

Psalms 54; 146
Esther 5:1-14
Acts 18:12-28
Luke 3:15-22

Psalms 143; 147:12-20
Esther 7:1-10
Acts 19:11-20
Luke 4:14-30

Psalms 122; 149
Esther 9:1-32
Acts 20:1-16
Luke 4:38-44

Monday, September 24

Wednesday, September 26

Friday, September 28

Sunday, September 30

Psalms 57; 145
Esther 4:4-17
Acts 18:1-11
Luke (1:1-4) 3:1-14

Psalms 65; 147:1-11
Esther 6:1-14
Acts 19:1-10
Luke 4:1-13

Psalms 88; 148
Esther 8:1-8, 15-17
Acts 19:21-41
Luke 4:31-37

Psalms 108; 150
Hosea 1:1–2:1
James 3:1-13
Matthew 13:44-52
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Church Calendar
·········· September 23 – 30 ··········
Today
September 23
		
		
		
		

11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
11:20 a.m.
Chapel Worship for preschool through 2nd grade
12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium
12:00 p.m. 	Sunday Adventures in Music (SAM) continues in the Chapel
12:30 p.m.
SPYS (Youth Group) in the Youth Room
7:00 p.m. 	Campus Ministry Game Night at Chatham University
(Volunteers in the Sharp Atrium)

Monday

7:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
		
		

9:00 a.m.	Campus Ministry Coffee Outreach at Chatham University
(Volunteers in the Sharp Atrium)
10:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
6:00 p.m.
Yoga in the Hulme Room

Wednesday
		

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Connections Dinner in the Parish Hall
Midweek Vespers in the Chapel — Dave Bindewald, preaching

THURSDAY
		
		
		

10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

“Women at the Well” Bible Study in the Craig Room
Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library
Young Adult Bible Study in the Stamy Room
Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel

SUNDAY
September 30
		
		
		
		

9:45 a.m.
Christian Education for All Ages
11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
11:20 a.m.
Chapel Worship for preschool through 2nd grade
12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium
12:00 p.m. 	Sunday Adventures in Music (SAM) continues in the Chapel
12:30 p.m.
Choir Appreciation and Welcome Luncheon off-site

Grief Support Group in the Craig Room

Jade Piano Trio

Homeward Bound

·········· Friday, October 5, at 7:30 p.m. ··········

·········· Sunday, October 21, at 3:00 p.m. ··········

Violinist Dawn Posey, cellist Katya Janpoladyan,
and pianist Ellen Fast perform works by Rebecca
Clarke, Kenji Bunch, Schubert, and Shostakovich.
No tickets; donations welcome.

Join the Pittsburgh Camerata, with special guest,
the Mt. Lebanon High School Chamber Choir, for
this musical look at our journeys home.
Tickets: www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.
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Adult Christian Education
·········· Sundays at 9:45 a.m. ··········
On Sunday mornings, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to gather in the Sharp Atrium
at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship and light refreshments before attending the study of your choice.
Adult Bible Study
September 9 through May
in the Hulme Room

Topical Study
September 16 through October 21
in the Craig Room

Luther’s Commentary on Romans
Led by Dr. Richard L. McGough III

Reformed Worship
Led by the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith

Cover artwork by Lisa Platt. Photograph taken by Melody Farrin.

Church Staff
Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions
John F. Magnuson, Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Lynn M. Portz, Associate Pastor for Parish Life
Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for
Children’s Ministry
Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry
Robert K. Anderson, Head Sexton
Peter F. Bodnar, Director of Communications
Jane M. Boyle, Director of Children’s Handbell Choir
Steven M. Bright, Hospitality Coordinator
Jeffrey T. Brown, Director of Campus Outreach
Judy A. Brust, Accountant
Robert A. Coder, Director of Finance

Stephen M. Donnelly, Associate for Children’s Music
Education
Della L. Ellard, Administrative Assistant
Ruth E. Garrett, Assistant to the Senior Pastor
Karen S. Jueng, Associate for Children’s Ministry
Mary E. Lang, Director of the Nursery School
Sonja Lipski, Infant Ministry
Dennis H. Martin, Sexton
Bobby C. Pack Jr., Sexton
Nancy M. Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita
Kaysie L. Strickland, Assistant to the Associate Pastors
Justin M. Wallace, Assistant Organist

A Member of the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, witness to, and celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ. We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, and serving community of faith
that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
5121 Westminster Place n Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232 n Phone: 412.682.4300
www.shadysidepres.org n www.facebook.com/ShadysidePresbyterian
This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content. If you would like to recycle your bulletin,
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

