
New Options for Scriptural Study and Spiritual Formation

This fall, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Adult Christian Education Team offers a variety of options 
to join with others in times of learning and sharing.  On Sunday mornings, men and women of all ages, 
including college students, are invited to gather in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship 
and light refreshments.  At 9:45 a.m., you may attend the study of your choice.

Adult Bible Study in the Hulme Room, starting September 9: 
Luther’s Commentary on Romans, led by Dr. Richard L. McGough III  
In the fall of 1515, Martin Luther began to teach the book of Romans 
to his students at the University of Wittenberg.  As he painstakingly 
prepared his lectures and studied the Greek text, he gradually realized, 
and then embraced, the book’s central theme — salvation is by grace 
alone through faith alone.  That spark of truth ignited Dr. Luther’s 
own spiritual life and the fires of the Protestant Reformation that 
would follow.  Join us as we use this concise, practical, and devotional 
guide to reading St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Adult Topical Study in the Craig Room, starting September 16: 
Reformed Worship, led by the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith 
The Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith serves as the Director 
of the Worship Program at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  A 
ministerial daughter of Shadyside, Rev. Smith has been actively 
engaged in the life of our church family since 2004 and was ordained 
in our Sanctuary last year.  Each Sunday, she regularly leads our 
congregation in worship by singing with the Chancel Choir.  Join 
us as she shares insights and deepens our understanding of our 
treasured tradition of Reformed worship.  This study will meet 
through Sunday, October 21.  A preview of future topical studies 
appears on page 2.

CHRiSTiAn EduCATiOn

PARiSH LifE

Potluck Picnic Under the Tent on Sunday, September 9

The Parish Life Ministry Team would like to invite all members, guests, and students to our annual 
Potluck Picnic immediately following the worship service on Sunday, September 9.  The picnic will 
be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or shine.  The church will provide fried chicken 
and baked beans.  Each family should bring an entrée or side dish that will serve at least 12.  Ice cream, 
sorbet, and a variety of toppings will be provided for dessert.  Don’t cook?  Come anyway; we will have 
enough food for all.  Comfortable clothing is encouraged.  Please contact the church office or sign up in 
the Sharp Atrium to RSVP by Wednesday, September 5, and let us know what you will bring.

· · · · · · · · · ·   Introductory Lectionary Class  ······· · · ·
Join us on our daily journey of discipleship as the Reverend John F. Magnuson leads an orientation class 
for the Book of Common Worship Daily Prayer on Sunday, September 9, at 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel.  

Please see the article on page 2.

Above: Dr. Richard L. McGough III

Above: Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith
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Finding God’s Faithfulness in the Familiarity of the Fall Season

With summer coming to a close, I have mixed emotions.  I love 
summer’s long, warm days and carefree spirit, but I also love the 
arrival of fall and all that comes with it.  Maybe you are like me and, 
while you enjoy summer, the fall and back-to-school season brings 
about a sense of hope and new beginnings.  There is even something 
about settling into a routine that is comforting to me.  Ever since I 
was a kid, I loved going back to school in the fall — the clean, blank 
notebooks meant endless opportunities; different classes meant the 
potential for new friends and stretching my understanding; and 
extracurricular activities gave me a chance to grow and explore in 
numerous ways.  Even now as an adult, this rhythm of moving from 
summer to fall excites me with the hope and new possibilities that it brings.  

In the church, as summer fades and fall moves in, we, too, enter a new season.  We move back to a full 
offering of Christian Education opportunities; we gather again for vespers on Wednesday evenings; 
we meet around the table for Connections Dinners once a month; we are gifted with a full choir once 
again; and we hear of the memories made at youth group, retreats, mission partnerships, and Children’s 
Ministry gatherings.  As the fall season and school year begin, there is something about this rhythm 
that seems familiar and yet new at the same time.  Part of this feeling, I believe, is the gift of God’s 
grace.  It is by God’s grace that we are able to look into the future without fear; it is by God’s grace that we 
meet new seasons with hope; and it is by God’s grace that we see newness in familiarity.  We are told in 
Lamentations, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”  

Whether you are starting school or a new job, transitioning into a new season of life, or — like me — just 
looking forward to transitioning from summer to fall, may you enter this season with hope in God’s 
faithfulness and be greeted by God’s mercies every day.

The Reverend John F. Magnuson, Associate Pastor for Discipleship

Editor’s note:  Your associate pastors will share this space on a rotating basis during the interim period.

PASTORS’ MESSAgE

An Introduction to the Daily Lectionary

Sunday, September 9, at 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel

As a part of our church-wide 
discipleship, we continue to 
follow the daily lectionary in the 
Book of Common Worship Daily 
Prayer.  In addition to containing 
the daily lectionary, this book 
is full of prayers and intimate 
worship services to help guide 
your personal devotions.  On Sunday, September 9, at 9:45 a.m., 
the Reverend John F. Magnuson will lead a class in the Chapel to 
discuss how best to use this book and all of its resources.

We hope you will join us on this journey of discipleship!  Currently, 
we are in Year 2 of the daily lectionary, located in the back of the 
book.  Feel free to pick up one of the books from the bookcase in the 
Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested donation of 
$10.  (Checks may be placed in an offering plate and made payable 
to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “Daily Lectionary” in the 
memo line.)  If you have questions, please contact Rev. Magnuson.

CHRiSTiAn EduCATiOn CHRiSTiAn EduCATiOn

Topical Studies
October 28–november 25 

Life Together:  
The Classic Exploration of 

Christian Community,  
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

december 2–January 6 
Songs for the Waiting: 

Devotions Inspired by the 
Hymns of Advent, 

by Magrey R. deVega

January 20 
A Speaker in Honor of Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day

January 27–March 3 
A Series on Social Justice

March 10–April 14 
A Series on Atonement 

with Rev. Dr. Edwin van Driel

April 28–May 26 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 

Practices in Everyday Life, 
by Tish Harrison Warren
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MiSSiOnS

Mars Hill Mission Experience

from July 8 through 14, thirty-nine participants in the 2018 Mars Hill Mission Experience from Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
traveled to North Carolina to participate in our eleventh annual all-church mission trip.  The team thanks you for your prayers; they 
experienced an amazing week as they worked together to improve the homes of disadvantaged homeowners, worshiped together each 
evening, and built relationships with each other, with the members of two additional participating churches, and with the homeowners.

SESSiOn

Leadership Transitions

The departure of the Reverend Dr. Conrad Sharps as the eleventh senior pastor of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church begins a time of transition for our congregation.  As the church’s governing body, 
Session will make necessary decisions and, at the appropriate times, will bring items requiring action 
to the congregation.  Along the way, Session wants to keep the congregation informed of the steps in this 
transition process; as progress occurs in the future, Session will continue to update the congregation.

The Human Resources Committee of the Session has met on multiple occasions to discuss options for 
our short-term transition in leadership.  The committee met with our associate pastors and also met 
with a Pittsburgh Presbytery liaison, in order to understand the Presbytery requirements and gain 
valuable perspective on the transition.  Presently, the committee is working to identify an interim 
pastor to serve Shadyside on a temporary basis.  The candidate for interim will be presented to Session 
for approval; no congregational vote is required for Session to engage in temporary contracts.

The Session is prayerfully considering the process of finding the senior pastor.  The process usually 
involves the selection of a search group charged with describing the experience and qualifications for 
the position, and then conducting the identification of appropriate candidates.

We are grateful for the blessing of a strong and capable staff to provide continuity during this period 
of change.  Our faithful and caring associate ministers will continue to provide pastoral care and will 
coordinate worship and preaching responsibilities until an interim pastor arrives.  

The length of an interim is unpredictable, although our congregation should be aware that searches such 
as these can be lengthy.  Searches lasting eighteen to twenty-four months are not uncommon.  We can 
be assured that God will provide a future filled with hope for our church family and that God already 
has new leadership in mind for us.  Meanwhile, we pray for patience and for God to guide us on the path 
ahead.  Please remember our current leaders in your prayers and support them with encouragement 
as they undertake these transition tasks.  Finally, please also remember Conrad and Lauren Sharps in 
your prayers as they move on to their next call.

MuSiC MiniSTRy

Dr. John Walker Returns to Shadyside
On Sunday, July 29, we welcomed dr. John C. Walker as our guest organist during worship.  Dr. Walker 
served as the Minister of Music at Shadyside Presbyterian Church from 1992 to 2004.  Next spring, 
he will return to Shadyside to perform a free gala concert, co-sponsored by Music in a Great Space and 
the Organ Artists Series.  The American Guild of Organists will present Dr. Walker with its Lifetime 
Achievement Award at this event celebrating his career and also commemorating the 25th anniversary 
of the inaugural recital on Shadyside’s Reuter organ.  Save the date and plan to join us on friday, April 26.
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PARiSH LifE

Dates to Save
Saturday, October 6
All-Church Workday

Sunday, October 14
God and Family First (GAFF) on Second Sundays Family Fellowship

Tuesday, October 23
New Member Orientation Class

Wednesday, October 24
Connections Dinner

Sunday, October 28
Stewardship Commitment Sunday with Chili After Church

friday–Saturday, november 2-3
All-Church Retreat at Crestfield Camp and Conference Center

What Stephen Ministry Has Meant to Me

Stephen Ministry recently received a note from one of the people who 
was matched with a Stephen Minister:

“Dear (Stephen Minister),

If I had known how much you would impact my life, I wish I would have 
known you sooner.  Thank you for listening.
Thank you for caring.
Thank you for making the time.
Thank you for prayers.
Thank you for seeing what I could not … .
I have a feeling that God has more plans for us both … .”

Could you use someone to listen to you?  Someone who cares for and about you?  Do you need someone 
who makes time for you?  Would you like someone who prays for you and with you?  Stephen Ministry is 
a free, confidential, non-judgmental Christian caring program that can help in times of stress, loss, and 
confusion.  If you would like more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz, or one of the Stephen 
Ministry Leaders, Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

Did you know?  Stephen Ministers are now available every Sunday after worship in the front of the left 
transept of the Sanctuary for personal prayer or further information.

CARE & SuPPORT

Grief Support Group

Monday, September 24, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday, September 24, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief 
counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; 
there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

CARE & SuPPORT

MuSiC MiniSTRy

Music in a Great Space
friday, October 5,  
at 7:30 p.m.
Music in a Great Space Concert: 
Jade Piano Trio

Sunday, October 21,  
at 3:00 p.m.
Pittsburgh Camerata Concert: 
Homeward Bound

Sunday, november 4,  
at 3:00 p.m.
All Saints’ Service of 
Remembrance, featuring 
Vierne’s Messe Solennelle in 
C-sharp minor
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PARiSH LifE

Food Truck Fellowship: Monthly Lunch Options Following Worship

Once a month through Novem-
ber, we will host a food truck in 
the circular driveway as a part of 
our Time of Fellowship following 
worship.  Chef Steven Bright’s 
wonderful cookies and coffee 
will be available in the Parish 
Hall, and, weather-permitting, 
the McClintock Lawn will be 
open for children to play outside.  
Whether you want to connect 
with others indoors or mingle 
outside, we hope you will plan 
to stay after worship!  The food 
trucks will offer a variety of 
lunch options, from hot dogs to 
halal and from Argentinian to 
American fare.  

On Sunday, August 12, we welcomed Tango Food Truck, and, on Sunday, September 2, we will be 
joined by D’s Road Dogz.  Please also mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14, with Pittsburgh 
Po’boy Cajun-Creole Cuisine food truck, and Sunday, november 18, with Pittsburgh Halal Truck.

PARiSH LifE

Connections Dinner Welcomes Guest Speaker Dave Bindewald

Wednesday, September 26, from 6:00 to 6:50 p.m.

On Wednesday, September 26, you are invited to our first congregational dinner for the fall.  Join us in 
the Parish Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m. to hear a presentation from guest speaker Dave Bindewald while 
enjoying a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright.  Please make your reservation 
by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by Monday, September 24.  A 
freewill offering will be received to offset the cost of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, 
we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., with Dave Bindewald preaching.

Dave Bindewald is a familiar friend to Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church.  From 2007 to 2011, Dave worked as a Campus Ministry 
co-worker with Carnegie Mellon University students through the 
Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO) partnership at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  In 2016, he founded the Center for Play and 
Exploration and currently serves as director.  Dave’s training in 
education, theology, psychology, and philosophy have led him to a 
fascination with the power of curiosity to unlock potential in people 
and organizations.  His experiences with the Center have convinced 
him that human life and work can be an act of playful exploration.  
Dave resides with his wife and three daughters in the Highland Park 
neighborhood of Pittsburgh.

Above: Dave Bindewald, founder and 
director of the Center for Play and 
Exploration

Above: Grill’n’GardenFest fellowship event at Shadyside Presbyterian Church following 
afternoon worship on Sunday, May 6, 2018, with Franktuary’s food truck and Garfield 
Community Farm’s mobile market.  This fall, more food truck options will enhance our 
Time of Fellowship following worship on one Sunday each month through November.  
Photograph taken by Ellen Allston.

· · · · · · · · · ·   More Guest Speakers This Fall  ······ · · · ·
This fall, Shadyside Presbyterian Church introduces a Howard C. Scharfe Fellowship Endowment 
speaker series.  Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall and vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. on the following dates: Wednesday, October 10, with the 
Reverend Chris Deacon, and Wednesday, november 14, with the Reverend Patrice L. Fowler-Searcy.  

A brochure is available with details and additional dates in 2019.
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WORSHiP & MuSiC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, September 2, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Sunday, September 9, at 11:00 a.m. with the  
Commissioning of Christian Education Teachers and Leaders 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching  
followed by the Potluck Picnic Under the Tent (please see page 1)

Sunday, September 16, at 11:00 a.m.  
with the Ordination and installation of Officers 

The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Sunday, September 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Sunday, September 30, at 11:00 a.m.  
with Children’s Ministry Bible Presentation 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful,  

air-conditioned Chapel.  Childcare is available.

Wednesday, September 12, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Wednesday, September 19, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Wednesday, September 26, at 7:00 p.m., with Communion 
Dave Bindewald, preaching  (please see page 5)

COMMuniCATiOnS

Newsletter Deadlines
Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, September 4 
October issue

Monday, October 1 
November issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

COMMuniCATiOnS

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Listen online at  
www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with 
friends and neighbors who may 
not be able to join us in person. 

COMMuniCATiOnS

The Mini-Mouse
Do you receive our weekly 
e-newsletter?  If not,  
subscribe by e-mailing  
info@shadysidepres.org.
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