
Farewell Reception for the Sharps Family on Sunday, July 29

On Friday, July 5, the Session of Shadyside Presbyterian Church met 
to receive the report from the Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps that he 
has received a call from a church in Florida and has accepted that call.  

At a special meeting following worship on Sunday, July 15, the 
congregation was to act on the request from Dr. Sharps that his 
pastoral relationship with Shadyside Presbyterian Church be 
dissolved and be so recommended to Pittsburgh Presbytery.

Dr. Sharps’ last Sunday preaching at Shadyside is Sunday, July 29.  
Following worship, you are invited to attend a farewell reception in 
the Parish Hall, where we will have an opportunity to express our appreciation to Conrad and Lauren 
for their ministry among us.  Please join us in sharing our best wishes with them as God leads them to 
serve elsewhere.  A farewell message from Dr. Sharps appears on page 2.

This news was developing as the August issue of The Church Mouse was going to press.  The Session will 
keep the congregation advised of the transition of our leadership as significant events occur.  Please 
read our other church communications for continuing updates.  

SeSSion

Human ReSouRceS

Welcome Our New Director of Campus Outreach Jeffrey Brown

Shadyside Presbyterian Church and the Campus Ministry Mission 
Action Community (MAC) are excited to welcome Jeffrey T. Brown 
to our staff as the Director of Campus Outreach.  

The Director of Campus Outreach position was created to help us 
in building relationships with the college campuses that surround 
us.  With this position, we hope to explore new ways to engage our 
campus neighbors by being a part of their community and inviting 
them into ours.

Jeff previously worked as the Director of Community Outreach for 
Living Ministry, an organization serving the homeless population of Pittsburgh; in this role, he helped 
to build relationships between the ministry and its partners.  More recently, he was employed by the 
City of Pittsburgh Department of Public Safety, where he specialized in community outreach.  We 
believe that Jeff’s experience in ministry and outreach will enable him to help us in the development of 
stronger, more meaningful relationships with the campus communities.

Jeff and his wife, Emily, live on Pittsburgh’s North Side with their daughter, Miriam.

We are eager to explore how God can use us in this ministry to reach the campuses around us.  Look for 
more details on upcoming opportunities in future communications, and please join us in helping to 
make Jeff and his family feel at home in our community.

If you are interested in learning more about ways to participate in our campus outreach efforts, please 
contact Jeff at jbrown@shadysidepres.org.
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A Farewell Message from the Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

Dear Friends in Christ,

I’ll never forget the phone call from the Pastor Nominating 
Committee in the fall of 2014 extending the call to me to serve as 
your pastor.  What wonderful things God has allowed Lauren and me 
to witness and to be part of as this magnificent church has sought 
the leading of the Holy Spirit during our time of ministry together. 

It is, therefore, with tremendously mixed emotions that I tell you I 
will be leaving Shadyside Presbyterian Church in August to serve a 
church in Florida.

I understand that this is a difficult message to hear.  It also has been a difficult and prayer-filled decision 
to make.  I share this news with you with a heavy heart because so many of you have been like family to 
Lauren and me.  You have supported my ministry, listened faithfully with me for God’s Word and Spirit 
to lead us, and accepted me as well as any other human being, with both strengths and weaknesses, 
as only true friends can.  SPC has been a rich blessing in our lives, and I thank you for your faith and 
commitment and for all that you have shared in our faith journey together.

You are in gifted hands with our amazing clergy, staff, and all who serve as officers of SPC.  They are a 
most impressive team of colleagues with deep commitments of faith and service to our Lord. 

Please know that you will be in my thoughts and prayers as you work with the Presbytery of Pittsburgh 
in determining your next best steps forward.  In fact, you will always remain in my prayers as the 
friends, servants, and people of God you have been and I know will continue to be.

I pray for God’s blessings on you and on this special church as you continue your phenomenal journey 
of ministry and mission.

In Christ’s Service, 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

meSSage fRom THe PaSToR

The Reverend Dr. Beverly W. James to Preach on Sunday, August 5

Sunday, august 5, at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

On Sunday, august 5, the Reverend Dr. Beverly W. James will preach 
during the service of worship at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Please 
join us in welcoming her as she returns to Shadyside’s pulpit.

Dr. James serves as Associate Minister to the Pittsburgh Presbytery, 
where she works with more than sixty congregations in the East 
and South Branches of Pittsburgh Presbytery, including ours.  A 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church for 
thirty-seven years, she began her service as a Volunteer in Mission in 
Thailand teaching English as a second language five years before she 
entered the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  During her seminary 
studies, she interned among us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Previously, Beverly has served many churches as Interim Pastor and has a strong commitment to 
assisting churches and pastors in times of transition.  In addition, she has taught as adjunct faculty at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, the University of Pittsburgh, and La Roche College.

Beverly earned a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Communication from the University of Pittsburgh, a Master of 
Arts of Divinity from the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, a Master of Arts in English from Carnegie 
Mellon University, and an A.B. in English from Brown University.

WoRSHiP & muSic
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communiTy KidS

The Neighborhood Academy Graduation

The Neighborhood Academy 
held its 17th Annual Academy 
Awards and Commencement 
Exercises on May 18, 2018, at 
Third Presbyterian Church in 
Shadyside.

The valedictorian was Charles 
Coleman.  He was the recipient 
of the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church Book Scholarship.  He 
also won the John Brodhead Jr. 
Head of School Award.

The speaker was the Reverend Dr. Randall Bush, Senior Pastor at 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church.

The uplifting celebration ended with the closing hymn, “God Has 
Smiled on Me.”

Elder Beatrice P. Jones, Member of the Community Kids  
Mission Action Community (MAC)

diSciPleSHiP

Save the Date and Plan to Attend the  
All-Church Retreat

friday–Saturday, november 2–3, at crestfield camp and 
conference center

An all-church retreat at the Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center in Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania, is scheduled for friday and 
Saturday, november 2 and 3, with the option to extend your stay 
overnight on Saturday.  Dave Bindewald, founder of the Center for 
Play and Exploration, will lead us in a weekend full of creativity and 
curiosity grounded in our Christian identity, while we connect with 
church friends, old and new.  Please mark the date on your calendar 
and consider joining us!

above: The Neighborhood Academy Class of 2018.

miSSionS

Golf Outing “Links” 
Mission & Fellowship

The Golf Outing is your chance 
to socialize with other church 
members, play some golf, and 
have a good meal after a day 
on the course, all while helping 
Hosanna House.  Not a golfer?  
Not a problem!  Come just for 
the silent auction and dinner.

What: 18-hole Scramble, Silent 
Auction, and Buffet Dinner

When: Sat., Sept. 8, with a 
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.

Where: Birdsfoot Golf Club  
in Freeport

cost: $85 for golf, cart, and 
dinner; for dinner only: $15, or  
$7 for a child (10 and under)

Registration forms are due 
Sun., aug. 26.  Hole sponsors 
are needed at $150 per hole.  
Angel sponsorship is $1,000.

For details, contact Carla 
Gedman or JoAnn Patross 
through the church office.  Visit 
shadysidepres.org/golf-outing
for more information and 
registration forms.  Brochures 
also are available in the 
Narthex and the Sharp Atrium.  

19th 
Annual

Golf Outing
September 8, 2018

above: Charles Coleman, Valedictorian 
of the Neighborhood Academy Class 
of 2018 and recipient of the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship.

communicaTionS

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Listen online at  
www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with 
friends and neighbors who may 
not be able to join us in person. 
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BoaRd of deaconS

New Deacon

connie coffelt — pictured, right, with her husband Elder Don Coffelt  
and their daughter Grace — joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 
2011, when her family moved to Downtown Pittsburgh.  Previously, 
she was a member of Canonsburg United Methodist Church.  At 
Shadyside, Connie has been involved with the Tuesday morning 
prayer group for the past eight years and started the Thursday evening 
prayer group, which has been meeting for the last six years.  She also 
attends and helps to lead the “Women at the Well” women’s weekday 
Bible study, and participates in the adult Christian Education class 
on Sunday mornings.  By training, Connie is a registered nurse.  
Investing in our youth has been a priority for her, as she has volunteered in scouting for years; Connie 
was a Cub Scout leader for her son, and now has been a Girl Scout leader for multiple troops for more 
than eight years.  “My prayer each day is that I go forth and am God’s hands and feet,” says Connie.  “By 
accepting this role [as a deacon] within the church, I feel I am doing what God has called me to do.”

note:  Biographies of additional first-term officers appeared in the June-July issue of The Church Mouse.

Unconditional

unconditional: not subject to any conditions or limitations

It is hard to find anything that is unconditional.  Everything seems to have 
strings attached to it.  Yet God’s love is unconditional — we don’t have to 
earn it or achieve anything to receive it.  At times, however, we can feel quite 
removed from God’s unconditional love.  We can feel guilty, undeserving, or 
downright “unlovable.”  At those times, Stephen Ministers can help.  They 
are trained to listen and care in a nonjudgmental way, focusing on letting 
Christ’s unconditional love flow through them and into the life of their care receivers.

If you or someone you know has been struggling with guilt or feeling unlovable and would like to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: 
Cathy Wilson or Janet Rohrer.

Did you know?  Stephen Ministers are now available every Sunday after worship in the front of the left 
transept of the Sanctuary for personal prayer or further information.

caRe & SuPPoRT

All-Church Workday Partnering with East End Cooperative Ministry

Sunday, august 19, following worship

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) 
invites you to an all-church workday, partnering with the East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  We will gather in the church kitchen 
immediately following worship on Sunday, august 19, to prepare 
the meal for the EECM shelter dinner, which will be served to shelter 
guests on the following evening, monday, august 20, at 6:30 p.m. at the EECM Community House in 
East Liberty.  

We extend a special invitation for any newcomers to join us.  New friends are always welcome, so please 
consider participating even if you have never helped in this way previously.  

For further information, you may contact Deacon Adam Loucks through the church office.  Please sign 
up for this opportunity in the Sharp Atrium.

HungeR & HomeleSSneSS
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cHildRen’S miniSTRy

Vacation Bible School Thanks
From June 18 to 22, our 
Vacation Bible School welcomed 
eighty-one children from our 
church, nursery school, and 
community families for a fun 
and educational week exploring 
the theme, “The Good Shepherd.”  
More than twenty-five adult 
volunteers, in addition to thirty-
five junior counselors, helped 
throughout the week.  Thank 
you to the children, parents, 
staff, volunteers, grandparents, 
and caregivers who participated, 
learning what it means to be a 
sheep in God’s flock and what it 
means to be a shepherd to others.

miSSionS & deaconS

Twenty-fifth Strawberry Festival Supports Sojourner House
The Strawberry Festival drew a large crowd on Friday, June 8, and raised $3,008.15 for Sojourner House.  
God provided the sunshine, and a good time was had by all.  We thank all those who helped to make 
the event so successful by volunteering, donating baked goods, or attending.  We especially thank the 
Board of Deacons for organizing all aspects of this great evening of fellowship and fun.

The Strawberry festival (clockwise from top left): Peggy and Leonard Kisslinger and Beatrice Jones serve strawberry shortcake 
with a smile; firefighters from the East Liberty Fire Department greet attendees and give them the opportunity to explore a fire engine;  
Deacon Matt Regentin helps children play in the bouncy house; one perfectly dressed attendee shows off her balloon sculpture; and  
Ann Brooks, Evelyn Mann, and Gordon Mann enjoy the festival.  (Ann chaired Shadyside’s first Strawberry Festival in 1992 and continued 
to serve as chair until 2012; Evelyn attended the first festival in a stroller!)  To view more photos, please visit the album on the church’s 
Facebook page.  Photographs taken by Nick Conti, Imagebox Productions.

Vacation Bible School (clockwise from top left): Campers enjoy some serious silliness 
with Stephen Donnelly during music and movement; Suzie Hall shares her harp (a little 
larger than the one King David might have used) with campers; Beatrice Jones leads 
“Dramantics”; and junior counselors lead their flocks of campers with shepherds’ crooks.
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WoRSHiP & muSic

Sunday Worship
Sunday, august 5, at 11:00 a.m., with communion 

The Reverend Dr. Beverly W. James, preaching 
Please see article on page 2.

Sunday, august 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Sunday, august 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Sunday, august 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on Wednesday, September 12.

communicaTionS

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, august 1 
September issue

Tuesday, September 4 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

communicaTionS

Calling All Shutterbugs
Do you enjoy taking pictures?  The Communications Committee is seeking individuals who would be 
willing to help with photography for specific events and for portraits of new members.  If you might be 
willing to serve as a Shadyside Paparazzo on occasion, please notify pbodnar@shadysidepres.org to be 
added to our list of potential volunteer photographers.
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