
Missions & Fellowship

A “Berry” Good Time for a Good Cause

Twenty-fifth Annual strawberry Festival on Friday, June 8, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

The 25th annual Shadyside Presbyterian Church Strawberry Festival 
will be held on Friday, June 8, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  SPC will host 
a traditional evening of fun, games, and delicious food to celebrate 
the impending arrival of summer and support one of our mission 
partners, Sojourner House.

Menu items will include fresh strawberries, ice cream, strawberry shortcake, grilled hot dogs, chips, 
pasta salad, tossed salad, and beverages.  Baked goods also will be available for purchase.  Activities will 
include games on the McClintock Lawn with prizes for everyone, children’s crafts, balloons, and face 
painting.  (In the event of rain, the festivities will move indoors.)  There is no charge for admission; 
crafts and the cakewalk are free.  Tickets for refreshments and other activities will be available for 
purchase.  Baked goods may be purchased with cash.  All proceeds will benefit Sojourner House.

New Officers Presented for Election

At the annual meetings of the corporation and congregation in May, the following individuals were 
nominated for election as officers of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

elders: Randy C. Adams II, Susan W. Balaan, Charlotte W. Beukema, Robert J. Ferguson, Carla M. 
Gedman, Percy M. Jackson, Krissy K. Moehling, Timothy E. Nye, Sang C. Park, Frederick L. Porkolab, 
and Robert Thomson.

Deacons: G. Luke Chwala, Connie K. Coffelt, Luke A. Diel, John H. Harrison, Ian A. McGough, Della R. 
Pennywell, Matthew H. Regentin, Diana H. Rodgers, Eric J. Siebenaler, and Sarah E. Spiegel.

Trustees: Henry S. Beukema Jr., Alexander G. Dick, William J. Hoffman, and JoAnn F. Patross.

2019 Representative nominating Committee Members: Lisa Iadicicco, Gail N. Jones, Adam D. 
Loucks, Patricia McMichael, Margaret R. Mehl (alternate), Michael B. Schwerin, and Carey T. Vinson 
(alternate).

Please support these leaders through prayer and encouragement.  Profiles of first-term officers appear 
on the following pages: Elders, pages 3 and 7; Deacons, pages 4, 6, and 7; Trustees, page 5.

We also recognize those officers who are retiring from their positions: Elders Nathaniel C. Hunter, Jill 
M. Markl, Judith C. Matheny, Michael B. Schwerin, and Carey T. Vinson; Deacons W. Dennis Bossick, 
Paulette A. Cantwell, Sarah H. Datt, Dale S. Filstrup, Matthew A. Geary, and Adam D. Loucks; and 
Trustees Gretchen B. Gockley, Priscilla McCrady, and George T. Snyder.  Thank you all for your years of 
faithful service.  Finally, we recognize Elder June Z. Weber, who passed away during her term of service.

new oFFiCeRs

· · · · · · · · · ·   Presbyterians in the Press  ······· · · ·
Be sure to check out the summer issue of Shady Ave magazine, which includes a feature story about 
the 25th anniversary of the Strawberry Festival, complete with anecdotes and historical perspectives 
from Dennis Bossick, Ann Brooks, Beatrice Jones, and Peggy and Leonard Kisslinger.  Plus, don’t miss 
a botanical behind-the-scenes glimpse of the beautiful backyard garden of Basil and Jayne Adair Cox! 
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Florentine Sculptures Reveal Lessons of Liberation

In the Galleria dell’Accademia (Gallery of the Academy) in Florence, 
many of Michelangelo’s masterpieces are on display.  Naturally, 
his colossal statue of David is the center of attention and the focal 
point as one looks down the corridor to the great hall.  But another 
series of Michelangelo’s sculptures, not far from David, captivated 
my attention.  The Four Prisoners (Quattro Prigioni) depict four 
muscular men struggling to free themselves from the mammoth 
marble block.  At first glance, one might think these were incomplete 
works, but I believe it more symbolically demonstrates the ongoing 
human struggle to be free.  In a way, we all are prisoners seeking 
liberation.  We seek release from sin, from death, from the decay of 
selfishness, lust, envy, anger, and hate.

Michelangelo’s creation (The Four Prisoners) still bears evidence of the sculptor’s chisel: rough and 
unpolished marks of a work that “appears” in process; however, as children of God, though we are 
certainly still in the throes of creation, we believe that we are not confined by what imprisons us forever, 
for our creator lives in eternity.  Because He lives, our extrication from the marble crag of our sin and 
fear is certain; God will complete His work in us!

Perhaps this is the image Paul had in mind when he wrote: 

“The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  For the creation was subjected 
to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.” 

(romans 8:19-22)

This is why Christ has come: to be set free from sin and the grave of all that seeks to cast us in stone 
forever!  Jesus Christ is our hope.  By the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, Christ is at work creating, 
redeeming, and chiseling away that part of our nature which is not part of the beautiful creation of God.

Jesus Christ has come to free us from the tombs of our greatest fears and our greatest failures.  He 
comes to liberate us from our bondage to decay and to finish that which was begun in us by God.  Jesus 
is chipping away what is not acceptable and righteous in us; He is polishing all the rough blemishes 
that mar our natural beauty in order that He might present us to God as a new creation, beautiful and 
pleasing in the sight of God.

If you are like me, you are keenly aware of the struggle to be set free; free from the bondage of pain, of 
limitation beyond our own ability to effect or reform; free from anger, envy, and frustration; free from 
the depression of our physical mortality.  If you are like me, then perhaps you, too, need to be reminded 
that we are creations in progress.  Our Lord has not put down His hammer, chisel, and polishing cloths.  
If we struggle with what seems like the loss of strength, beauty, and justice in our lives (and, indeed, in 
the world today), let us at least take hope in God’s work of redemption, for it is a work of lasting beauty 
which the Divine Artist and Creator will finish.

“So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.” 

(1 Corinthians 15:42-44)

Though we may be freed from all that imprisons us in this life, our ultimate redemption, our completion, 
is a creation we cannot fully comprehend — free from the tomb, yet engrafted completely by the Spirit 
into our risen Lord Jesus Christ.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAge FRoM The pAsToR



3

session

New Elders

Dr. susan Balaan and her husband, Dr. Marvin Balaan, have been 
members of Shadyside Presbyterian Church for thirteen years.  
She transferred from Trinity Episcopal Church in Morgantown, 
West Virginia; prior to that, she had been Presbyterian since 
her confirmation in Graystone Presbyterian Church in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania.  The Balaans feel privileged to raise three children in 
this congregation from the nursery through graduation.  Previously, 
Susan has served on the Youth Ministry Committee and has led an 
Adult Christian Education topical book study.  In addition, she has 
participated in international mission trips.  “Our household has 

benefitted significantly from being part of the congregation at Shadyside and the wisdom of how it has 
been led in the past,” says Susan.  “I have prayerfully considered it is a good time for me to contribute to 
its leadership.”  A pulmonologist in Beaver, Susan loves raising flowers, both indoors and outside.

Rob Ferguson became a member of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in the fall of 2016, after relocating to Pittsburgh in April 
2016 from Bangor, Maine, where he was a member of the All Souls 
Congregational Church.  Rob is a clinical psychologist with the 
Department of Medicine, Division of Hematology/Oncology at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  He has conducted 
research and continues to study the cognitive effects of cancer 
and cancer treatment, and he also sees patients in clinical practice.  
At SPC, Rob has led an educational session and discussion about 
caregiver stress and health, which was sponsored by Shadyside’s 
Stephen Ministry.  He also serves as an usher.  Noting that his grandfather, father, and oldest brother 
all have served as officers of the Church, Rob says, “I believe that Christianity is action and requires 
those who are capable to act.”

Carla gedman joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 1995, 
although she was raised Catholic and had been away from the church 
for a while at the time.  At Shadyside, Carla has previously served 
both as a deacon and as an elder, and she also has served as a Stephen 
Ministry Leader.  In addition, she has served as chair of the Special 
Events Mission Action Community (MAC), providing leadership for 
the Strawberry Festival and the Golf Outing, among other annual 
mission-related events.  On returning to Session, Carla reflects, 
“It just seemed to be the right time.”  After nearly forty years as a 
security/law enforcement professional and as an adjunct professor 

at Duquesne University, Carla has retired.  She now enjoys teaching with Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institutes at the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University.  She also enjoys having the 
nerve to call herself a golfer.

A member of Shadyside since 1992, percy Jackson began serving first 
with the Youth Ministry and other young adult activities; later, he 
served one term as a deacon and two terms as an elder.  Percy worked 
on the committee which called Rev. Lynn Portz to be our Associate 
Pastor for Parish Life, and, most recently, he led the Sesquicentennial 
Committee as chair for the church’s 150th anniversary celebration.  
In addition, Percy co-led a Christian Education topical book study.  
Presently, he serves as an usher and usher coordinator, and he 
also oversees the elders serving Communion.  Percy is director of 
pharmacy sales for Pennsylvania markets with Highmark Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and also has taught pharmacy sciences at the college and trade school levels.  For relaxation, 
he enjoys reading, swimming, and trying to play better golf.

Continued on page 7
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BoARD oF DeACons

New Deacons

luke Chwala teaches English at Duquesne University and South 
University Online.  In 2017, he graduated with his Ph.D. in English 
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  Since joining Shadyside 
in 2015, Luke has been very active in the life of the church.  From 
preparing and serving meals to home renovation, he has worked 
extensively with many of our mission partners, including East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM), Open Hand Ministries, Garfield 
Community Farms, the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, 
and the Shepherd Wellness Community.  In addition, he co-taught a 
Christian Education topical book study and ushered for the Music 
in a Great Space concert series.  He also serves as a member of the Hunger and Homelessness Mission 
Action Community (MAC) and the Young Adults Social Events Committee.  “I enjoy mission and 
outreach work that strengthens a relationship between the larger Pittsburgh area and SPC,” says Luke, 
“and I also enjoy building a relationship with God and Christ in ways that promote community at SPC.”  
Luke and his husband, James Henderson, were married by Rev. John Magnuson in 2016, and, later that 
year, Luke and James bought their first home together in Blackridge, Penn Hills.

John henry harrison first started listening to Shadyside’s worship 
services broadcast on KDKA-AM radio during the early 1960s.  When 
J.H. transferred colleges from Temple University to the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1970, he began attending in person and officially 
joined in 1976.  After graduating from Pitt with a B.A. in education, 
he worked at Allegheny Valley School, Mayview, and the Verland 
Foundation, totaling fifteen years in working with individuals with 
severe and profound disabilities, both intellectual and physical; 
people struggling with mental illness; and persons suffering from 
dementia due to many causes.  After earning another diploma from 

Computer Tech in 1989, he became the Director of Education and taught there, training professionals.  
At Shadyside, J.H. uses his teaching skills by leading Christian Education classes for our Children’s 
Ministry.  He also has participated weekly in the morning prayer group since joining the church and 
in the evening prayer group since its inception.  In addition, he volunteered at the Shepherd Wellness 
Community (SWC) with a church-sponsored dinner in 2006, which led to longer term volunteering 
with SWC and, ultimately, a part-time staff position in support and maintenance for nine years.

ian Mcgough has attended Shadyside Presbyterian Church since 
2004 and officially joined the church when he was confirmed in 2015.  
He is an active participant in the Youth Ministry.  With the youth, 
Ian has prepared and served meals for members of the church and 
for our mission partners, including East End Cooperative Ministry 
(EECM).  During worship, he has served as an acolyte and as an usher.  
In addition, he has participated in the summer Mars Hill mission 
experience in North Carolina, as well as several international 
mission experiences in Mexico City and Guatemala.  Ian is entering 
his senior year at Winchester Thurston and enjoys playing lacrosse.

Continued on page 6

Freedom Camp Arts and Crafts at Valley View Presbyterian Church

The Community Kids Mission Action Community (MAC) needs volunteers to assist the children at 
Valley View Presbyterian Church (Garfield) with their art and craft projects on Tuesday afternoons 
from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m., June 19 through July 17.  You may volunteer for one Tuesday or for as many as 
you are able.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact Susan Thomson through the church office.

CoMMuniTy KiDs MAC
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BoARD oF TRusTees

New Trustees

Following college graduation and two tours in the Navy during the 
Vietnam War, henry Beukema moved to Pittsburgh in 1975 and worked 
at the University of Pittsburgh for five years.  In 1980, he began his thirty-
seven-year career as a grants officer in local philanthropy, working first 
for the Heinz family until 1992, then becoming Executive Director of the 
McCune Foundation until retiring in September 2016.  From 2000 until 
his retirement, he also was Executive Director of the Pitcairn-Crabbe 
Foundation.  After regularly attending Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
with his wife, Charlotte, for many years, Henry officially joined the 
church twenty years ago.  In 2008, he and Charlotte co-chaired the church’s  
$5 million capital campaign that enabled many physical improvements to 
the church building, along with support for several mission partners.  In 
addition, he served as a member of the Pastoral Nominating Committee 
that resulted in Dr. Conrad Sharps being called to be Senior Pastor in 2014.  “Much of my professional 
life has been oriented in the direction of service to others, and being a trustee at Shadyside will allow me 
to continue on that trajectory in my early retirement years,” says Henry.

Alexander Dick and his wife, Rebecca, have been members 
at Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) since 2012.  Alex has 
fond memories of SPC dating back to his childhood because his 
grandfather was an elder at SPC and his mother is a longtime 
member.  Becca currently serves as President of the Board of Trustees 
for the SPC Nursery School.  They are parents of two daughters, ages 
six and three, who are active in Children’s Ministry at SPC.  This 
young family has found the church’s school and youth programs 
to be a wonderful source of guidance.  “This nomination comes at a 
time when I have been seeking opportunities to share and expand 

my faith through service,” says Alex.  “I find great inspiration and purpose in accepting the call to 
serve as a trustee and thereby give back to and through the SPC community, which has given me and 
my family so much.”  After working in various markets across the country for a global construction 
services provider, Alex returned home to Pittsburgh in 2009 and co-founded a general contracting and 
construction management company.  He enjoys outdoor activities and is an aviation enthusiast.

JoAnn patross has been a member of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church for thirty-five years, transferring her membership from 
Wayside Presbyterian Church South of Buffalo New York, where she 
was confirmed as a teenager.  Since joining in 1983, she has had two 
daughters baptized at Shadyside and three daughters confirmed as 
young adults.  During the early years of her membership, she was a 
Christian Education teacher while her daughters participated in the 
Children’s Ministry program.  JoAnn has served as both an elder and 
a trustee.  While an active elder, she served on the Adult Education 
Committee, planning curriculum.  While a trustee, she chaired the 
Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation, reviewing grant recipients.  In addition, for the past eighteen years, JoAnn 
has co-chaired the Annual Shadyside Golf Outing, which supports our mission partner Hosanna House 
in Wilkinsburg.  JoAnn is a bank compliance manager with BNY Mellon in the wealth management 
department.  She is looking forward to using her financial and business skills to foster sound practices 
in the stewardship of Shadyside’s assets, such as the buildings and investment portfolio.

Ice Cream Social

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites you to an ice cream social after worship on sunday, June 3.  
Please help us greet the summer season by enjoying ice cream and fellowship with us!

pARish liFe
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BoARD oF DeACons

New Deacons — continued from page 4

Ordained previously as a deacon, Della pennywell transferred to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 2005 from Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church.  Della is a helpful and friendly presence in the church office 
as a volunteer during the week, and she helps to prepare Communion 
both for Wednesday vespers and for the first Sunday of the month.  In 
addition, she helps with Children’s Ministry on Sundays.  Currently, 
she is an assistant teacher with Training Wheels Pittsburgh childcare 
center; previously, she also has taught health and fitness classes as 
a manager and instructor at Curves Fitness.  In the past, Della has 
been the owner of four businesses and a retail buyer for women’s and 
men’s clothing.  She was the first woman in Pittsburgh to be a certified gemologist with Hardy & Hayes 
jewelry company.  “My desire is to serve and live the life Jesus has planned for me,” says Della.

Diana Rodgers joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 2016 shortly 
after she and her husband, Mike Genuardi, moved to Pittsburgh from 
Boston.  Diana is the founder of Fit Education Consulting LLC, a preK-
graduate school admissions consulting practice.  She also is a doctoral 
student at the University of Pittsburgh in higher education management 
and mother to two young daughters.  Diana currently serves as the 
treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the SPC Nursery School.  She has been 
involved with the Children’s Ministry and youth programs as a volunteer 
teacher and organizer.  She also participates, when possible, in the “Women 
at the Well” Bible study.  “My family has gained so much from our being 
involved at SPC that this seemed like a great way to give back,” says Diana 
of stepping onto the Board of Deacons.  “Further, I am organized and have 

experience with nonprofits, so it is a good match for my skills.  Finally, I am in touch with many of our 
young families and know what they are looking for from our community.”

Continued on page 7
youTh MinisTRy

Congratulations to Our Graduating Students

This year, we have five graduating high school seniors: luke Diel, Riley DiFiore, Jesse sowell,  
Jonathan stamy, and sam walsh.  As the body of Christ, it is moments like these when we rejoice 
with one another, so please take a moment to congratulate our graduates on their achievements and 
remember them in your prayers as they transition to the next chapter of their lives. 

Is Summertime Stress Slowing You Down?

We like to think of summer as being a relaxing, enjoyable time.  But hurts, 
struggles, crises, and problems don’t take a vacation.  Many times our 
difficulties seem even worse during the summer because everyone else 
seems to be enjoying life while you are feeling down.  If you are experiencing 
a difficult time — emotionally, spiritually, or relationally — you don’t have  
to suffer alone.  Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers, ready to  
listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and for you, and provide 
one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that you are 
facing.  Men are matched with male Stephen Ministers, and women are matched with female Stephen 
Ministers.  It’s free.  It’s confidential.  And it will make a difference in your life!

To find out more about Stephen Ministry for you or someone you know, contact Rev. Lynn Portz, or talk 
with one of our Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

Did you know?  Stephen Ministers are now available every Sunday after worship in the front of the left 
transept of the Sanctuary for personal prayer or further information.

CARe & suppoRT
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session

New Elders — continued from page 3

Krissy Moehling has called Pittsburgh home since 2005 and has 
attended Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) since 2009, becoming 
a member in 2010.  She has over ten years of experience managing 
and coordinating a variety of research studies as well as actively 
recruiting patients for clinical research studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh.  Her love for supporting and encouraging people in their 
walks of life, especially as it pertains to growing in faith and spiritual 
maturity, has led her to accept calls at SPC to serve as a deacon, as an 
intercessor in prayer ministry, as a Stephen Minister, and now as an 
elder.  Krissy believes mightily in the power and presence of God and 
His heart for SPC, and she is honored to serve God and this congregation in this new capacity.

Dr. sang park and his wife, Sun, joined Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in 1987. Over the past three decades, Sang has served two 
terms on the Board of Trustees and two terms on Session.  During 
those years, he served multiple committees, including the Mission 
Outreach Committee and the International Partnerships Mission 
Action Community (MAC), both of which he led as chair.  He became 
an advocate of mission work for Malawi after his medical mission 
trip there in 1997, and he has returned to Malawi for multiple mission 
trips through the church in the intervening years.  In addition to 
traveling to Malawi, Dr. Park also has participated in the church’s 

medical mission trips visiting our mission partners in Guatemala and Mexico City.  Dr. Park retired 
after thirty-seven years of service at Children’s Hospital as a pediatric cardiologist and on the faculty 
of the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  Sang enjoys photography, gardening, and travel. 

Fred porkolab is a cardiologist and has recently reduced his practice 
to office-based.  He is married to Margaret Ragni, M.D., who is a 
hematologist and a professor at Pitt Medical School.  They have two 
adult children who formerly belonged to Shadyside, but now are both 
married with children and living in Boston.  A member of Shadyside 
since 1980, Fred has expressed appreciation for the Christian 
Education classes on Sunday mornings and notes that, with three 
good choices, it is difficult to know which one to attend on any 
given Sunday.  Previously, he has served on Session.  On returning 
to Session, Fred remarks with humility, “During my membership, 
others have given so much more.  With a smaller work schedule, it is payback time.”  He adds, “I will be a 
good team player, and I will support our leaders to help sustain and grow our mission.”

BoARD oF DeACons

New Deacons — continued from page 6

eric siebenaler is a manager and optician for Eyetique, Shadyside, 
where he has worked for the past decade.  A native of northwest Ohio, 
he and his husband, Elder Randy Adams, reside in the Morningside 
neighborhood of Pittsburgh.  Eric began attending worship at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church with Randy about five years ago 
and joined the church in 2015.  He has helped Chef Steven Bright in 
the kitchen for special events and also ushers for Music in a Great 
Space concerts.  “Shadyside has given me a community that I truly 
care about,” says Eric.  “The church has provided us a second home 
and family, so I want to give back in an official capacity.”  In his spare 
time, Eric enjoys playing the violin and painting.
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woRship & MusiC

Sunday Worship
sunday, June 3, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, June 10, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, June 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, June 24, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

sunday, July 1, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 22, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on wednesday, september 12.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

CoMMuniCATions

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, July 2 
August issue

wednesday, August 1 
September issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

MusiC MinisTRy

www.shadysidepres.org
wednesdays in June at 7:00 p.m.

Music for 
Midsummer Nights
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