
Care & Support

Meal Train Ministry

“Give us this day our  
daily bread.”

“Give us this day our daily 
bread.”  Such a simple phrase 
in the Lord’s Prayer, but it 
also presents an incredible 
opportunity for us to bless 
others.  Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church’s Meal Train Ministry 
unites volunteers to provide 
meals for individuals or 
families in need, whether it is 
the celebration of a new baby or 
recuperation after a surgery.  

Continued on page 5

WorShip & MuSiC

Experience Easter

On easter Sunday, april 1,  
join us as Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church celebrates the joy of the 
Resurrection with two identical 
services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  
Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps 
will preach, and the services will 
include music offered by the 
Shadyside Chancel Choir, organ, 
brass, and timpani.

above right:  Two panels from the “Easter Morn” art glass window in the north transept 
of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church sanctuary depict the risen Christ’s appearance to 
Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18).  A gift from Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. Rowe in honor of 
the church’s founders for the fiftieth anniversary of the church, the window was designed 
by the Gorham Company of New York, 1916.  Photographs taken by Ellen L. Allston.

ChriStian eduCation

More than Enough: Living Abundantly in a Culture of Excess

adult education topical Book Study: Sundays, beginning april 8, at 9:45 a.m.

You are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical book study, which begins studying 
More Than Enough: Living Abundantly in a Culture of Excess, by Lee Hull Moses, on Sunday, april 8.

Ever look around your life and feel overwhelmed with gratitude for everything you have?  Sure, nothing 
is perfect, but if you have a safe place to live, food on the table, and clothes to wear, the reality is that life 
is pretty good.  That is not true for many people in the world, and you may wonder, “How do we live in 
a way that honors God and shows gratitude for the good life we are living in the midst of a world full of 
pain and brokenness?”

All our daily choices have an impact on the earth and the people 
around us: choices about where we shop, what we eat, what we give 
away.  But can we really do anything to help?  Can we find joy in our 
own lives when there is so much pain in the world?  Sorting out the 
answers gets overwhelming and complicated very quickly.

With a blend of practical reflection and insight on topics from guilt 
to delight, More Than Enough goes beyond a call to gratitude and 
generosity and invites the reader to a new way of life, one that is 
grounded in the hope and grace of God.

Consider reading More Than Enough along with Rachael and Alex Viehman; gather in the  
Sharp Atrium on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before moving to the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.   
This study will continue through Sunday, May 20. 

J. Alexander and Rachael W. Viehman

Full holy Week schedule online: www.shadysidepres.org/lent
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Christ’s Resurrection Removes Death’s Sting, and We Receive the Victory

As the celebration of Easter arrives this first Sunday of April, I recall a story 
that reveals to me the wonder of God’s sacrificial love made known in Jesus 
Christ.

A man was driving down a country road with his son on a beautiful spring 
day.  The windows of the car were open in order to appreciate the warm, 
gentle breezes and the fresh country air. 

The father, not wanting the beauty of God’s creation to go unnoticed, pulled 
over to the shoulder of the road where he and his son could observe a scenic 
panorama of the countryside.  As he stopped the car, a bumblebee flew in and was buzzing around his 
son.  This was of grave concern to the father because his son had been diagnosed as highly allergic to bee 
stings. 

Acting very quickly, the father reached out, grabbed the bee and attempted to throw it out of the car 
window.  The bee, however — now disoriented and agitated — flew right back in and landed on the child’s 
shoulder.  The father, now frantic, again seized the bee.  This time, he clutched the bee in his fist until 
he was certain that the bee could no longer harm his child.  His certainty lay in the fact that the bee’s 
stinger was now buried deep within his own flesh.

The celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Day follows a week in which we acknowledge 
Christ’s passion and sacrifice.  We can celebrate because we know that God’s love is even greater than 
that of a father, who, loving a child so deeply, takes the sting of a bee in order to protect the health and 
welfare of his child.  Indeed, God sent His own Son that we might not perish, but have life abundant and 
eternal. 

I am reminded of a portion of Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth which he begins by quoting the Old 
Testament Book of Genesis and then applies it to the New Testament promise of victory in Jesus Christ. 

“ ‘Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?’  The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ ”  

(1 Corinthians 15:55-57)

Whatever struggles you face, whatever temptations you fight, or whatever fears from which you run, 
take just a moment to lift them to God in prayer and rejoice in the good news that sin in our lives and in 
our world has been defeated.  There is no longer any reason to dread life or fear death, for their sting is 
gone!  Christ literally took the sting of death and the grave upon Himself on the cross, and we now live in 
light of the resurrection.  Let us therefore live beyond the fear of the sting of death and in the knowledge 
of our victory in Jesus Christ.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MeSSage FroM the paStor

MiSSionS

All-Church Workday in Garfield

Saturday, april 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

On Saturday, april 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will partner 
with Open Hand Ministries and Garfield Community Farm in an 
all-church workday.  Volunteers will rehabilitate a home, work in an 
urban garden, and participate in landscaping projects.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Please feel free to come and go as your schedule permits.  
All ages are encouraged to participate; no experience is required.  
Please sign up by contacting the church office or by adding your 
name to the list in the Sharp Atrium.  For additional information, 
please contact Rev. Todd Leach.

right:  Susan Thomson and Luke Chwala participate in the all-church workday this past 
November, rehabilitating a home with Open Hand Ministries.  Photograph by Linda Leach.
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Does the Joy of Easter Seem Far Away?  Stephen Ministry Can Help

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult time, 
Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness.  If you are smiling on 
the outside but full of pain on the inside, and the joy of Easter seems far away, 
help is available.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care.  Stephen Ministers have been specially trained to 
meet your emotional and spiritual needs; they will listen, care, encourage, 
and pray with and for you.  Male Stephen Ministers are always matched 
with men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with women.  If you 
or someone you know is hurting, inquire about Stephen Ministry by talking with Rev. Lynn Portz or 
one of our Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.  our Stephen Ministers are ready to care.

Care & Support

Grief Support Group

Monday, april 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday, april 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief 
counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; 
there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

Care & Support

pittSBurgh Marathon

An Invitation to Participate in Marathon Weekend Festivities

More than twenty-five members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are preparing for 
“A Home Run” in the Pittsburgh Marathon on Sunday, May 6.  The entire church is invited to run 
alongside them in a number of exciting ways. 

• Show Your Support:  This year, we are again honored to be running with our local mission partner, 
Open Hand Ministries (OHM).  Shadyside runners are running with a purpose to raise funds in 
support of OHM’s urban-renewal work in the Garfield and East Liberty communities.  To support 
our runners financially, visit their pages at www.crowdrise.com/openhandministriespitt2018.

• eat dinner:  Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carbo-loading pasta dinner and 
pep rally on Friday, May 4, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Please RSVP by Sunday, april 29.

• Slice oranges:  Volunteers are needed the day before the race, Saturday, May 5, at 1:00 p.m. to slice 
nearly 200 pounds of oranges in the church kitchen.  Oranges will be given to runners during the 
race as they ascend Fifth Avenue, one of the most challenging portions of the 26.2-mile course.

• Be a Fan:  Shadyside’s cheer station will once again be located near the church at the corner of 
Amberson and Fifth Avenues.  Not only will we pass out orange slices and fruit chews, we will be 
the words of encouragement as the athletes run their race with perseverance and strength.  Rain or 
shine, be prepared to cheer with enthusiasm from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 6.

Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium to participate in marathon weekend activities. 

reminder: Marathon weekend concludes with worship at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 6.  Due to the 
church’s location within the marathon route, our service of worship moves from the morning to the 
afternoon.  The service will be held in the Sanctuary and will include Communion served by intinction. 
As a fitting conclusion to marathon weekend, this will serve as a reminder that acts of running, giving, 
and encouraging are all done in worship.
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pariSh LiFe

Extended Connections Dinner with Spring 
Gardening Activity

Wednesday, april 25, from 5:15 to 6:50 p.m.

On Wednesday, april 25, you are invited to an extended 
congregational dinner in the Parish Hall.  Join us beginning at 
5:15 p.m. for a spring gardening activity, making small potted 
plants and flowers to share with neighbors; then, enjoy a delicious 
home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright from 6:00 
until 6:50 p.m.  Please make your reservation by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
Monday, april 23.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the 
cost of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope 
you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

ChiLdren’S MiniStrY

Fear Not, Little Flock

Vacation Bible School 
Save the date: June 18–22
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Join us this summer as we 
explore the relationship of Jesus 
the Shepherd and God’s flock!  
Registration forms for campers, 
counselors, and volunteers are 
available on the church website.  
Adult volunteers are needed — 
and much appreciated!

MuSiC in a great SpaCe

Organist Katelyn Emerson in Recital

Sunday, april 15, at 3:00 p.m.

The 25th anniversary season of 
Music in a Great Space continues 
on Sunday, april 15, at 3:00 p.m.,  
when organist Katelyn Emerson 
appears in a recital co-sponsored 
by the Organ Artists Series.  

Praised for her “great sensitivity” 
and “exciting artistry” by The 
American Organist, Katelyn 
Emerson won first prize at the 
American Guild of Organists’ 
2016 National Young Artists’ 
Competition in Organ 
Performance.  In performances 
throughout the United States and Europe, she showcases repertoire 
from the 14th through 21st centuries.  Hear Ms. Emerson display 
her artistry on Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s magnificent four-
manual 106-rank Reuter organ.

Tickets cost $12.  Students with a valid I.D. do not need a ticket.  
Tickets may be purchased in advance online at www.pitago.org or 
www.organseries.com.  Tickets also may be purchased at the door 
with cash, check, or card.

above: Organist Katelyn Emerson.  Photo 
by Rosen-Jones Photography.

MiSSionS

Mars Hill Experience
Save the date: July 8–14

This will be our 11th all-church, 
intergenerational mission trip 
to the Appalachian foothills 
of North Carolina, where 
individuals and families join 
together to work on homes of 
disadvantaged homeowners.  
Absolutely no construction 
skills are required.  Youth and 
adults work side by side, while 
special programs are created 
for  younger children.  An 
informational meeting will 
occur this spring, but contact 
Rev. Todd Leach with questions.

CaMpuS MiniStrY

Cookies for College Students

Have a passion for baking?  Shadyside Presbyterian Church once 
again will be sharing cookies with college students as they study 
for their final exams.  The Campus Ministry Mission Action 
Community (MAC) invites you to bring cookie donations to the 
church on Sunday, april 22, for distribution the week of April 23.  
Would you like to help spread the love on campus?  Please contact 
Elder Vicki Potter through the church office for more information.
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Care & Support ChiLdren’S MiniStrY

pariSh LiFe

Birthday Cake Fellowship
Sunday, april 29, in the parish hall following worship

Our annual birthday cake celebration is scheduled for Sunday, april 29, in the Parish Hall following 
worship.  Please plan to stay and enjoy the fellowship as you discover others who share your birth month 
— perhaps even your birthday!  (Did we mention there will be cake, too?)  Bakers, we need a minimum of 
two dozen cakes.  Bake your favorite recipe or try a new one — a variety of cakes makes for a great event. 
Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or call the church office to let us know what kind of cake you will 
bring and which month of the year you would prefer to honor.

The Youth Thank the Congregation for Support

The youth of Shadyside Presbyterian Church express their appreciation to our church family for its 
support of their mission-related activities in February:

• Your contributions to the Souper Bowl of Caring on February 4 enabled our youth to collect $911 
and many bags of food donations for our mission partner, East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  
Nationally, more than 3,570 groups participated in the 2018 Souper Bowl of Caring to collect more 
than $7.9 million in cash and food donations, one hundred percent of which goes to local charities.  

• Thanks to those who attended the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on Feb. 13, the youth raised 
$956 for our Mars Hill mission experience this summer.  From July 8 through 14, the youth will 
participate in our eleventh all-church, intergenerational mission trip to the Appalachian foothills 
of North Carolina, where participants work to improve homes of disadvantaged families.

Youth MiniStrY

above: The youth served more than 120 hungry people at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner.  Photograph taken by Rev. John Magnuson.

Meal Train Ministry — continued from page 1

As needs arise, requests are sent to Meal Train Ministry members 
via email.  If you are available to cook for that situation, you will 
have the opportunity to sign up through an online calendar.  You 
can either deliver the meal, or bring it frozen to the church, and 
someone else can deliver it.  We are always looking for more cooks, 
and you are always welcome to participate as your schedule allows.  
If you would like to sign up, or simply would like more information, 
please contact Deacon Corinne Nunez through the Meal Train 
Ministry email: spchelpers@gmail.com.  Also, please share with 
Rev. Lynn Portz or one of the pastors if you are aware of someone 
in need of a meal.  This is a wonderful way for our church to care for 
one another, and to share Christ’s blessings.  Thank you!

Children’s Concert
The Bethlehem and Nazareth 
Choirs will present a brief 
concert on Sunday, april 22, at 
12:30 p.m.  Following worship, 
you are invited to pick up 
refreshments from the Time of 
Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium 
and then join us in the Chapel 
to hear the children’s choirs 
share music prepared under the 
direction of Jane M. Boyle and 
Stephen M. Donnelly.
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WorShip & MuSiC

Sunday Worship

easter Sunday, april 1, at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching 

Please see page 1 for additional Easter worship information.

Sunday, april 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, april 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Sunday, april 22, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, april 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, april 4, 11, 18, and 25, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

CoMMuniCationS

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, april 2: May issue

tuesday, May 1: June/July issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 

ChriStian eduCation

Easter Schedule

Because of the change in the 
worship schedule on easter 
Sunday, april 1, there will be no 
Christian Education from 9:30 
to 10:45 a.m.  Children’s classes 
(ages 4 through 2nd grade) will be 
provided during both worship 
services (9:00 and 11:00 a.m.).  
Sunday Adventures in Music 
will not be held that morning.  
Childcare for children ages 3 
and younger will be available 
in the nursery during both 
worship services.  Classes 
for all ages will resume on 
Sunday, april 8, at 9:30 a.m.
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