
Youth & FamilY

Easter Egg Hunt

All Shadyside families and 
friends are invited to an Easter 
egg hunt on Saturday, march 31,  
on the church lawn.  (In the event 
of rain, the festivities will move 
indoors.)  Junior and senior 
high students are encouraged to 
arrive at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast 
and to help hide the eggs, while 
infants to elementary-age 
students are invited to arrive 
with their families at 10:00 a.m. 
for breakfast treats and the 
Easter egg hunt.  Join your 
church family as we celebrate 
Easter together.

WorShip & muSic

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule
Join us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church during Holy Week to find 
your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers. 

palm Sunday, march 25
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
Dr. Sharps preaches in a service 
that includes participation from 
the children’s choirs.

maundy thursday, march 29
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
Dr. Sharps preaches in a service 
that includes the Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday, march 30
10:00 a.m. in the chapel
A Family Service, led by the 
Sunday school children and 
children’s choirs, includes 
Communion.

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
A Service of Music and Readings features composer Bob Chilcott’s  
St. John Passion, offered by the Chancel Choir, orchestra, and 
soloists.  In addition to the choral offering, the service will include 
prayers and hymns.

Easter Sunday, april 1
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Dr. Sharps preaches in two identical services, with music by the 
Chancel Choir, organ, and brass.

above: The Wounded Word  
© Jan L. Richardson  |  janrichardson.com

childrEn’S miniStrY

Communion Workshop and Dinner
On Wednesday, march 14, Children’s Ministry welcomes children 
in kindergarten through fifth grade and their families to gather 
in the Hulme Room for a dinner at 5:15 p.m.  Then, at 6:00 p.m., 
in order to nurture and instruct our children in the significance 
of the invitation to the Lord’s Table and the meaning of their 
response, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry 
Ellen Allston will conduct an educational workshop discussing 
Communion, the Last Supper, and the Passover Seder.  After the 
workshop, participants will attend the 7:00 p.m. vespers service 
in the Sanctuary, and all baptized children will partake in the 
Lord’s Supper with their families and the congregation.  Please 
RSVP by signing up in the Sharp Atrium.

miSSionS

Prayers for Pilgims
From February 25 through 
march 9, our mission team 
travels to Israel and the West 
Bank of Palestine in order to 
visit the Christian communities 
of the Holy Land.  These “living 
stones” of the church will 
broaden our love for the whole 
Body of Christ.  Please pray both 
for our mission team members 
and for the indigenous Church 
of Jerusalem.
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The Cross of Jesus Christ

I hope this Lenten season will enrich every aspect of your life.  My prayer is 
that the Passion of Christ will enrich your own spiritual journey.  Beginning 
palm Sunday, march 25, we will observe Holy Week.  What makes Holy 
Week different from all other weeks for Christians?  The answer, of course, 
is the Passion of Jesus, which is represented ultimately in His sacrifice for 
us on the cross. 

I remember once accompanying Lauren to an outlet center and walking 
up and down the sidewalk, perusing the stores that seemed interesting.  I 
started with the bookstore, then the luggage store, the food court, the toy store, and then the watch 
outlet.  Running out of options, I wandered into a home-decorating store.  Near the back, I discovered 
a whole section of crosses.  There were crosses of silver, cast iron, terra cotta, and crystal.  There were 
crosses to hang on the wall, place on your desk, put in your pocket, adhere to your dashboard, or stick 
in your garden.

As I stood before this expansive display of crosses, it struck me how modernity has turned the cross into 
a work of art: a home, office, or garden decoration.  How far removed this is from the reality of a person 
living under Roman occupation in the first century.  To them, the cross was a form of imperialistic 
domination, public torture, and execution used more as a form of crowd control and terror than the 
death it assured for those condemned to face it.

There was a certain beauty, however, to many of the crosses displayed in the decorating store.  But 
during Lent, it is a very specific cross with which I am compelled to identify.  The cross of Jesus Christ 
is one that will not allow for superficial reflection or sterilization.  I dare not forget the burden Jesus 
carried: the pain, the blood, the agony, the humiliation, and the abandonment our Lord experienced 
during His week of Passion, and particularly on Good Friday. 

It is impossible to fully express what Jesus experienced on that dreadful day in history.  Scripture, 
however, does give us some insight.  Therefore, rather than trying to express Jesus’ Passion in my words, 
I share His words from the cross.  Perhaps these are words we might wish to recall not only on the day 
called Good Friday but also on the days remaining in Lent, and on other days when the cross we are called 
to bear — though never measuring up to our Lord’s — causes us to wonder, to anguish, or to cry out to God.

Jesus experienced the worst that any human can imagine!  The following are the words of God’s own Son 
from a cross just outside the ancient walls of Jerusalem over 2,000 years ago.  There is nothing sterile, 
aesthetic, pleasing, or appealing about these words.  They are, however, the last words of the One who 
came that we might be redeemed and reconciled to God.  Write them down, commit them to memory, 
cut them out and place them where you can find them and murmur them in times of great spiritual, 
emotional, or physical need.  They are words spoken in the face of death by the only One who grants life.  
Let us remember them with reverence and awe: 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  (Luke 23:34)
“I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43)
“Dear woman, here is your son,”...”Here is your mother.”  (John 19:26-27)
“My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?”  (Matthew 27:46)
“I am thirsty.”  (John 19:28)
“It is finished.”  (John 19:30)
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”  (Luke 23:46)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

mESSaGE From thE paStor

pariSh liFE

Tenth Annual Pie Sunday
The Parish Life Ministry Team will host Pie Sunday in the Parish Hall during the Time of Fellowship 
on Sunday, march 18.  We are looking for lots of terrific pie bakers to provide a variety of pies.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium, or contact the church office, to bring a pie — or perhaps even a pair of pies, 
if possible.  Not a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to share!
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It’s OK to Be Human

An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity of 
Christ.  In Jesus, God became human and fully experienced the 
wide range of emotions we all encounter in life.  Jesus experienced 
times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, anger, disappointment, grief, and 
abandonment.  That is part of being human.  Another part of being 
human is needing help from each other.  God never intended us to be 
completely self-sufficient.  Part of God’s plan is for each of us to turn 
to others for help when we need it. 

When you are experiencing difficult times, do not struggle alone.  
Our Stephen Ministers will walk with you, listen to you, encourage you, pray with you, and provide 
confidential one-to-one care to help you through tough times.  Stephen Ministers can bring the love of 
Jesus back into your life.  To learn more about Stephen Ministry, talk with Rev. Lynn Portz, or with one of 
our Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.  our Stephen ministers are ready to care for you!

carE & Support

pariSh liFE

Extended Connections Dinner

On Wednesday, march 21, you are invited to an extended 
congregational dinner in the Parish Hall.  Join us beginning at 
5:15 p.m. for an activity that will help us prepare for the good news 
of Easter; then, enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal prepared by 
Chef Steven Bright from 6:00 until 6:50 p.m.  Please make your 
reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the 
church office by monday, march 19.  A freewill offering will be 
received to offset the cost of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If 
you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

pariSh liFE/diSciplEShip

Retreat Reflections

above: During the All-Church Retreat 
this past fall, participants enjoy fellowship 
around the campfire.  Photograph taken by 
Rev. John Magnuson.

“The SPC annual All-Church 
Retreat is something I look 
forward to each year.  It is a 
beautiful invitation to retreat 
from our busy lives and 
frenzied digitized schedules 
into a quiet place of connection 
and self-reflection.  I cherish 
the opportunity to build 
friendships with members 
of my church family and to 
take stock of my own faith 
journey.  Crestfield has become 
a special place for me.  Cozy and 
unassuming, it beckons you 
to settle in, quiet yourself, and 
relax.  For me, the centerpiece of 
the weekend is the bright crack 
of the campfire.  Surrounded 
by friends, encircling the 
warm glow, sharing stories, and 
intentionally slowing down.”

Deacon Adam D. Loucks

human rESourcES

Welcome Kaysie Strickland to the Office Staff

You may have heard a new voice 
on the other end of the telephone 
when calling the church office, or 
you may have noticed a new name 
in your email inbox.  If you have 
visited the church during the 
work week, you may have already 
seen a new smiling face behind 
our central reception desk in 
the Sharp Atrium.  In January, 
Kaysie Strickland joined the 
church staff as Administrative Assistant to the Associate Pastors.

Kaysie earned her undergraduate degree from University of the Arts 
in Philadelphia, receiving a B.S. in Communications.  She possesses 
experience in administrative assistance and communications 
coordination within organizations, such as the Women’s Business 
Network, City of Pittsburgh, River Road Church, Intertek-ATI, 
Ancestry.com, and more.  Kaysie’s diverse background includes 
work in operations, communications, marketing, design, events, 
and technical support.  We are grateful that God has blessed our 
church family with her presence.  Please join us in welcoming 
Kaysie to our church family.

Kaysie Strickland
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architEcturE

Shadyside Lantern: An Appreciation of Our Church’s Architecture

Elder Tim Engleman, Shadyside’s resident historian and architectural expert, has created a website 
devoted to our church’s architecture: the Shadyside Lantern.  One of the distinctive features of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s architecture is the “lantern” shape of our topmost roof.  The lantern reflects a 
fundamental aspect of our church identity: to shine the light of Christ into the world.  Fittingly, the 
Shadyside Lantern site illuminates the wealth of symbol and history in the details of the church’s 
architectural features.  

Recently, Elder Engleman has updated Shadyside Lantern.  Those readers already familiar with the 
blog will want to bookmark the new address: shadysidelantern.blog.  New visitors probably will want 
to start their exploration with the three-part “Architecture Tour” accessible through the right-hand 
panel, where the other most recent posts also will appear as features are added periodically.  Please visit 
the site and join us in expressing our appreciation to Tim for sharing his knowledge and insights.

miSSionS

Mission Conference at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

The Mission and Urban Ministry Team of Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) is supporting “All 
God’s Children: Justice in God’s Mission,” a conference presented by the World Mission Initiative 
(WMI).  Hosted at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS), the conference will focus on how individuals 
and congregations can be more effectively involved in God’s global mission.  WMI will bring together 
local, national, and international mission leaders to discuss the integral role of justice in God’s mission.  
Topics will include U.S.-Mexico border ministry, human trafficking, contextual ministry in local 
communities, ministry to the homeless, and more.

The conference is scheduled for april 13-14, and SPC members can register free of charge through SPC.  
For additional information, please contact Rev. Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions.

Celebrating Jacqueline Spycher’s Ordination

On Sunday, January 14, Jacqueline S. Spycher was ordained in an 
afternoon service of worship at Northbrook Presbyterian Church 
in Beverly Hills, Michigan, where she currently serves as a Pastoral 
Assistant.

Previously, Jackie twice served Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
as Director of Youth Ministry, from 2002 to 2005, and from 
2010 to 2012.  In addition to her ministry among us at Shadyside, 
Jackie served in a part-time role with Young Women’s Leadership 
Development through the Presbyterian Mission Agency of the 
General Assembly.  Between her terms of employment at SPC, she 
also worked with Sojourners in Washington, D.C., and as a teacher in 
Michigan.  Following her departure in 2012, she pursued full-time 
seminary education through the Divinity School at Yale University 
in New Haven, Connecticut, and completed the inquirer’s process for ordination in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) through her home congregation in Michigan.

We are grateful for Jackie’s ministry among us in the past — for a combined total of ten years as a 
volunteer, intern, and program director — and especially for her spiritual care of our youth and their 
families during her multiple tenures at SPC.  As a previous member of our church family and our 
church staff, Rev. Spycher is a ministerial daughter of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, and we rejoice 
with her as she celebrates the beginning of her ministry as Minister of Word and Sacrament.  We thank 
God for the blessing Jackie has been to our congregation and for calling her into ministry.  Please join us 
in praying for God’s continued blessings upon Jackie.

amonG our pEoplE

The Reverend Jacqueline S. Spycher
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Search Begins for Director of Campus Outreach

The Campus Ministry Mission Action Community (MAC) is 
actively recruiting for a Director of Campus Outreach position 
through the development of a search committee.  This role will 
be pivotal in connecting Shadyside Presbyterian Church with 
nearby campuses, continuing a long tradition of serving the needs 
of university students in the area.  The position description has 
been posted on the church website, as well as numerous job search 
boards.  Please reach out to Elder Jason Huber if you would like more 
information, or if you or someone you know would like to apply.

campuS miniStrY

Welcoming the Reverend Dr. Andrea Zaki

On Sunday, February 4, Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
welcomed the Reverend Dr. Andrea Zaki.  Dr. Zaki is president 
of the Protestant Churches in Egypt, director of the Coptic 
Evangelical Organization for Social Services (CEOSS), and lecturer 
at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo.  In addition to 
preaching the sermon during worship, he led a Christian Education 
session in the Chapel prior to the service, addressing the topic, “The 
Egyptian Church Post Arab Spring: Challenges and Opportunities.” 

In 2014, a small contingency 
from Shadyside traveled to 
Egypt in partnership with the 
Outreach Foundation in order to 
connect and build relationships 
with churches affiliated with the 
Synod of the Nile, in addition to 
celebrating the 150th anniversary 
of the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Cairo.  SPC learned of the need for new churches to be 
established throughout the region.  In response, SPC has developed 
a relationship with an Egyptian pastor who is beginning a new 
church through the guidance of the Synod.  In part through SPC’s 
funding, the church has purchased property and is currently 
creating architectural drawings of its future sanctuary.  Please 
continue lifting the churches of Egypt in prayer.

miSSionS

Follow Us on Facebook

Calling all SPC Facebook users!  
We hope you have noticed this 
post recently in your Facebook 
feed.  Please share it with your 
Facebook friends and followers:

communicationS

This post is part of a new 
initiative by the SPC 
Communications Committee to 
spread the good news about our 
community of faith through 
social media.  The intriguing 
image, which centers on the 
Crown of Thorns, was taken 
by Ellen Allston from the 
“Easter Morn” stained glass 
window in the north transept, 
directly across from the Tiffany 
Nativity window.

Our committee has decided to 
invest more of our marketing 
budget in digital advertising in 
order to reach the increasing 
number of people using 
social media to find out about 
upcoming events.  The goal 
of this specific post is to use 
Facebook to get the word out 
about our great services during 
the upcoming Easter season. 

We would like your help, and 
we appreciate your comments, 
which may be sent to us via 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 

Jayne Adair, John Baldridge, 
Sara Brooke, Dan Cessna, and 
Rev. Jan Murray, members of 

the Communications Committee

Pianist Abigail Eagleson and Friends

Free concert on Sunday, march 11, at 3:00 p.m.

The 25th anniversary season of 
Music in a Great Space continues 
on Sunday, march 11, at 3:00 p.m.,  
when pianist Abigail Eagleson 
is joined by flutist Anna Cooper 
and oboist Natalie Beckenbaugh 
in a program of music for piano, 
oboe, and flute.  No tickets 
are necessary for admission; 
donations will be appreciated.

muSic in a GrEat SpacE

Abigail Eagleson

The Reverend Dr. Andrea Zaki
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WorShip & muSic

Sunday Worship
third Sunday in lent, march 4, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Fourth Sunday in lent, march 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Fifth Sunday in lent, march 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Please see page 1 for Holy Week worship information.

Lenten Vespers
Wednesdays, march 7, 14, and 21, at 7:00 p.m. 

A 45-minute candlelight Communion service in our Sanctuary 
includes guest musicians.  Childcare is provided.

Note: No vespers will occur on Wednesday, March 28.  Join us  
instead on Maundy Thursday, March 29.  Please see page 1.

nEW mEmbErS

An Invitation to Membership
On Saturday, march 24, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., learn what 
makes Shadyside Church unique at an inquirers’ orientation class.  
We will share about our ministries and mission, and help you find 
ways that you can add your gifts to our fellowship to serve Christ 
together.  A light lunch will be served, and childcare is available 
during the class.  New members will be welcomed during worship 
on Sunday, march 25.  To register, please contact the church office.  

communicationS

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

thursday, march 1: April issue

monday, april 2: May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 

Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of lilies in the 
Sanctuary during the worship 
services on Easter morning.  
Orders may be placed in 
memory of loved ones at a 
cost of $8 per lily.  Order forms 
are available in the Narthex 
and Sharp Atrium and must 
be received by Sun., march 18.

dEaconS
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