
Youth & Missions

Souper Bowl of Caring Supports EECM Food Pantry

This year, the youth of the church and the Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community 
(MAC) are partnering for the Souper Bowl of Caring food collection.  On sunday, February 4, the youth 
will be stationed at the doors following worship to collect monetary donations for East End Cooperative 
Ministry (EECM).  Members of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC also will be distributing bags to 
be returned with nonperishable items for EECM by sunday, February 18.  In addition, the Hunger 
and Homelessness MAC will continue to distribute bags on sunday, February 11.  Whether you are 
able to contribute both monetary gifts and food donations or you are able to participate in just one of 
these ways, your prayers and support for those in our community who are hungry and homeless are 
appreciated, especially during these harsh winter months.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is part of a 
national event to raise awareness of hunger issues.  For more information, visit www.souperbowl.org.

Worship & Music

Lenten Vespers Begin

Artwork: Ash Wednesday  
© Jan L. Richardson.  janrichardson.com

Join us as we begin our Lenten 
journey on Ash Wednesday, 
February 14, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary, with the 
Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps 
preaching.  Vespers continue in 
the Sanctuary on Wednesdays 
through March 21.  

These 45-minute candlelight 
Communion services include a 
homily, the Lord’s Supper, and 
music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, 
and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.  
Childcare is available.

Music in A GreAt spAce

The Pittsburgh Camerata Presents  
Heaven to Earth: Earth to Heaven
sunday, February 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Choral music often looks 
upward, toward heaven, creating 
an experience of hope and 
longing.  And just as easily, the 
music pulls us back to earth.  Join 
the Pittsburgh Camerata and 
special guests, the Pittsburgh 
Girls Choir, as they take you on 
a journey between heaven and 
earth on sunday, February 11.

Tickets may be purchased online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org  
or at the door.

Youth & pArish LiFe

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

The whole family is invited to join us in this pre-Lenten celebration 
and fundraiser!  On tuesday, February 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
in the Parish Hall, the youth will sponsor an all-you-can-eat 
pancake supper.  Come and celebrate Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) 
and support the youth.   The proceeds from the evening will aid 
in the costs of summer mission opportunities for those in grades  
6 through 12.  A freewill donation will be received.  Please make 
your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or calling the 
church office by sunday, February 11.
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Lent: A Season to Be Set Apart

Utensils, such as bowls, have been excavated bearing the Hebrew inscription 
that translates as “holy.”  Because the Hebrew word holy means separated 
or consecrated, it is believed that the utensils marked as holy had been 
consecrated (set apart) for religious purposes.

Marked.  Set apart.  On Wednesday, February 14, many Christians around 
the world will observe Ash Wednesday as the beginning of the season 
of Lent.   Lent, which lasts forty days (excluding Sundays), is a period of 
preparation for the celebration of the resurrection.  A time of penitence, 
Lent is often observed through fasting, prayer, giving to the poor, and repentance.  The symbolic 
imposition of ashes on the forehead marks the beginning of the devout person’s observation of Lent.

A passage often read on Ash Wednesday is Isaiah 58:5-9a: 

“Is the kind of fast I have chosen only a day for a man to humble himself?  Is it only for bowing one’s head 
like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes?  Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?  
Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to 
set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the 
poor wanderer with shelter — when you see the naked to clothe him, and not to turn away your own flesh 
and blood?  Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.  Then you will call, and the 
Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ ”

I believe this Scripture compels us to ask if the mark of ashes on our forehead is mere ceremony — and 
therefore just dust — or is it the mark of true penitence, humility, and a desire to live a holy and righteous 
life?  Will our fast, our acts of penitence, and faith compel us to work for justice, to seek freedom for the 
oppressed, to share our food with the hungry, to provide shelter for the homeless and clothes for the 
poor?  Will our Lenten discipline motivate and lead us into a more holy and God-honoring lifestyle?

Ultimately, it is not the mark of ashes or even the act of fasting that separates us from the world.  It is our 
Christ-like action and relationships that mark us and set us apart.

This is a season we remember our mortality, as the words spoken at the imposition of ashes remind 
us: “From dust you came; to dust you shall return.”  Our only hope then is Christ, whose selfless 
act of sacrifice and resurrection from the dead we celebrate at the close of this season of Lent.  He has 
overcome death and the grave, and promised life to all who would turn to Him, obey His word, and live 
according to the direction of His Holy Spirit.  It is through our conforming to the life of Christ that we 
bear the marks of true repentance.  It is not public acts or ashes, but the Lord Jesus Christ we must put on 
to live.  Yes, we have come from ash, and to ash we shall return, but for the mark that Christ has placed 
upon us — the mark of His holiness, His righteousness, and His salvation. 

This season of Lent ask yourself, “Have I presented my body, my life, my will before Christ that He 
might mark me as set apart and consecrated for His holy service in the world?”

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAGe FroM the pAstor

Grief Support Group

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday, February 26, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief 
counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; 
there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

cAre & support
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Sometimes Valentine’s Day Isn’t Happy

For some people, Valentine’s Day is a painful reminder of a broken 
relationship, the death of a loved one, a recent relocation, a chronic 
illness, or another life challenge.  If you are going through a difficult 
time, our Stephen Ministers can bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate 
Valentine) back into your life.  Stephen Ministers provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care.  They will meet with you privately on a 
regular basis to listen, to support and encourage you, to pray with and 
for you, and to walk with you for the duration of your struggle.

To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or someone you 
know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, talk with Rev. Lynn Portz, or with one of the Stephen 
Ministry Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.  our stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!

cAre & support

rep. noMinAtinG

Representative Nominating Work Has Begun
recommendations Due by sunday, February 25

The members of the Representative Nominating Committee have 
begun meeting to prayerfully engage in the process of identifying 
people who are well suited and eager to serve our church as leaders.

Your help in the nomination process is needed.  Brochures which 
provide precise information about the process are available in the 
church pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  We urge you to take one 
or several of the brochures home and to give prayerful consideration 
to people you might like to recommend to the committee.  The same 
information and additional forms are posted on the church website: 
www.shadysidepres.org/nominating.  In order to be considered, 
recommendations must be submitted by sunday, February 25.

As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the 
congregation in the stewardship of property and management of 
funds.  Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees 
the church’s direction in ministry, programs, and budget.  Deacons 
organize and serve in ministries that engage people and groups 
directly in Christ’s service.  At-large members of the 2018 Rep. 
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set 
of church officers.  Trustees, Elders, and Deacons serve a three-year 
term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.

Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the 
congregation for the purpose of election at the annual meetings of 
the congregation and the corporation which are held in May.  You 
are encouraged to join in the work of the Nominating Committee 
by identifying people who routinely seek the will of God and who 
lead lives consistent with the Gospel.  Members of the committee 
will be happy to speak with you should you have questions about the 
process.

2018 Representative Nominating Committee:  
Sara G. Brooke; Connie K. Coffelt; Carla M. Gedman;  

Gretchen B. Gockley; Jason M. Huber; Sherri P. Krofchik;  
Richard H. Malmstrom; Jill M. Markl, chair; Suzanne B. Potter

pArish LiFe/DiscipLeship

Retreat Reflections

Above (clockwise from left): Michael 
Schwerin, Luke Chwala, Sharon Taylor, 
Della Pennywell, and Mark Allston enjoy 
fellowship together during the All-Church 
Retreat this fall.  Photo by Ellen Allston.

in MeMoriAM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.
 Bertha Mae Chaplin
 Anna Jane Nicholas

Learn more online: www.shadysidepres.org/nominating

“I am very glad to have attended 
the All-Church Retreat.  It was 
relaxing and rejuvenating. I 
would encourage other church 
members to attend our retreat 
because it will not only help them 
to form stronger relationships 
with our church staff, ministers, 
and congregation members, but 
it will also provide them with 
the spiritual guidance they need 
to put their lives into perspective 
and bring more guidance to 
their lives.”

Luke Chwala
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chiLDren’s MinistrY

Children’s Book Club Begins with The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
The Children’s Ministry Team invites children in 3rd to 5th grade to 
participate in a book discussion group during the 9:45 a.m. Christian 
Education hour on the second Sunday of each month.  This timing 
coincides with the schedule for our God and Family First (GAFF) 
gathering on Second Sundays, which is a monthly family-friendly 
opportunity for breakfast and fellowship.  Families may attend 
GAFF or Adult Christian Education classes while their children 
participate in Children’s Ministry activities, including the book club.   
We will begin on sunday, February 11, with C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  Each month, children will be given a 
reading assignment which they will discuss during the next month’s 
gathering, led by one of our youth and facilitated by an adult.  
Participants will read the first book this winter/spring and will then 
help to decide the next selection.  If you think your child would like 
to participate or if you have any questions, please contact Ellen Allston.  Books will be provided by the 
church with a requested donation to cover the cost.

Remembering the Reverend Dr. Douglas S. Pride

January 13, 1959—December 2, 2017

Please remember in prayer the family and friends of the Reverend Dr. Douglas S. Pride, who passed from 
this life into the Church Triumphant on Saturday, December 2, 2017.  Dr. Pride served as the Assistant 
Pastor for Christian Education during more than eight years of ministry at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church from 1983 to 1991.

Upon receiving his Master of Divinity from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary in 1983, Doug accepted the call to Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church and was ordained at the Avonmore Presbyterian Church.  
Months after his arrival at Shadyside, the church experienced a 
challenging chapter in its history, due in part to the sudden passing 
of the Reverend Dr. Robert Cleveland Holland in addition to the 
major changes in Pittsburgh’s industrial and economic structure 
which unfolded during that decade.  God’s provision of excellent 
leadership — both lay and clergy — was a blessing to a grieving and 
embattled congregation, and Doug’s talents number among the 
remarkable and outstanding gifts for which Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church gives thanks.

A historical document published for the occasion of the church’s 125th anniversary in 1991 noted 
Doug’s ministry was distinguished by the widest possible diversity.  Beginning in the general area of 
Christian education and youth ministry, he branched out into many other parts of the church’s work.  
He made pastoral friendships across a wide age range of the church membership, especially our oldest 
members, with whom he carried out an exceptionally effective ministry.

Beyond the immediate impact of his tenure at Shadyside, he continued to have an impressive and far-
reaching effect on the shape of the church’s programs and personnel.  He had a particular talent for 
connecting the church with new staff and ministries — particularly in the areas of children, youth, and 
community outreach — and, in this way, his presence continued to be felt even after his departure in 
1991 to serve at the Presbyterian Church of Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

Dr. Pride is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Armstrong Pride, of Ann Arbor, Michigan; daughters 
Kathryn and Jennifer, of Chicago, Illinois, and Pamela, of Ann Arbor; and a sister, Janet Mills, and her 
husband, Dr. Stephen Mills, of Latrobe.  A service occurred at the Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Ligonier on Saturday, December 9.

in MeMoriAM
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Extended Connections Dinner  
with Lenten Activity

On Wednesday, February 21, you are invited to an extended 
Lenten-themed congregational dinner in the Parish Hall.  Join 
us for a Lenten activity beginning at 5:15 p.m.; then, enjoy a 
delicious home-cooked meal prepared by Chef Steven Bright from 
6:00 until 6:50 p.m.  Please make your reservation by signing 
up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by 
sunday, February 18.  A freewill offering will be received to offset 
the cost of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we 
hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

pArish LiFe

christiAn eDucAtion

A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent
Adult education topical Book study: sundays, beginning February 18, at 9:45 a.m.

You are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical 
book study, which begins studying Walter Brueggemann’s A Way 
Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent on sunday, February 18.

Lent recalls times of wilderness and wandering, from newly freed 
Hebrew slaves in exile to Jesus’ temptation in the desert.  God has 
always called people out of their safe, walled cities into uncomfortable 
places, revealing paths they would never have chosen.  Despite our 
culture of self-indulgence, we too are called to walk an alternative 
path — one of humility, justice, and peace.  Walter Brueggemann’s 
thought-provoking reflections for the season of Lent invite us to 
consider the challenging, beautiful life that comes with walking the 
way of grace.

Walter Brueggemann is William Marcellus McPheeters Professor 
Emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary.  An 
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, he is the author of 
dozens of books, including Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the 
Culture of Now; Journey to the Common Good; and Chosen? Reading 
the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

Consider reading this book along with Elder Conrad E. Bricker and 
Victoria Wellstead Murphy; gather in the Sharp Atrium on Sundays 
at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before moving to the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.  This study will continue 
through sunday, March 25. 

Elder Conrad E. Bricker

Victoria Wellstead Murphy

Volunteer to Serve Dinner  
at the Shepherd Wellness Community Center

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner 
for the Shepherd Wellness Community on Friday, February 9, 
at the Shepherd Wellness Community Center (4800 Sciota St. in 
Bloomfield).  Volunteers should sign up online by going to the 
website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page.  There is 
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  If online access is 
not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

DeAcons

Women at the Well

On Thursday, December 7, 
the “Women at the Well,” 
our ladies’ Bible study group, 
celebrated the end of our most 
recent learning time together 
with a very fun lunch and 
“Christmas Game” in the Parlor.  
We enjoyed the most delicious 
soup brought by Connie Coffelt, 
the “required” salad made by 
Jan Murray, exceptional tea 
sandwiches made by Charlotte 
Beukema, and chocolate cake 
à la Lauren Sharps, who also 
designed our Pictionary game.  
It was a really special time for 
those of us who appreciate just 
being together, especially at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

Trustee Sibby McCrady

pArish LiFe/DiscipLeship

Jesus invites You to Follow 
Join our new study on 2nd and 
4th Thursdays, from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon, through April 26.
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Worship & Music

Sunday Worship
sunday, February 4, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with communion 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

sunday, February 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
Transfiguration of the Lord  

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

First sunday in Lent, February 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

second sunday in Lent, February 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesday, February 7, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Please see page 1 for Lenten Vespers in the Sanctuary.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

FinAnce oFFice

Gifts of Stock

At this time of year, the church’s 
Finance Office receives many 
gifts of stock, some of which 
are given anonymously.  In the 
event you have made such a 
gift anonymously but would 
still like for it to appear on your 
contribution statement, please 
contact the Finance Office.  
Thank you for your generosity 
and remembering the church in 
your giving.

coMMunicAtions

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

thursday, February 1 
March issue

thursday, March 1 
April issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.
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