
Worship & Music

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols
sunday, December 24, at 9:00 p.m., preceded by Extended prelude at 8:40 p.m.
A series of Scripture readings, carols, and hymns concludes with a ceremony of lights in this beloved 
service which began at King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918.  The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps will 
preach.  The service will be preceded by an extended choral and string prelude.

Worship & Music

Sundays in Advent
sundays at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
“Advent” means “coming” or 
“arrival.” During the season of 
Advent, we celebrate Christ’s 
coming into the world and watch 
with expectant hope for His 
coming again.  In its historical 
origins, the season of Advent 
was patterned after the season 
of Lent, a six-week period of 
penitence and preparation for 
Easter.  Similarly, the four weeks 
of Advent present an opportunity 
for communal discernment and 
personal examination, as the 
Church prepares to celebrate the 
Nativity of the Lord and looks 
with hope for Christ’s return.

•	 First	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	3,	with	Communion
 The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps will preach.

•	 Second	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	10
 The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps will preach.

•	 Third	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	17
 The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps will preach.

•	 Fourth	Sunday	of	Advent,	December	24
 The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps will preach.

Art: No Between © Jan L. Richardson. 
janrichardson.com.  Inspired by Isaiah 64:1 
”O that You would tear open the heavens 
and come down ... .“

Worship & Music

Advent Vespers
Wednesdays, December 6, 
13,	and	20,	at	7:00	p.m.
These candlelight Communion 
services include homilies and 
music offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, 
and the Pittsburgh Girls Choir.  
Childcare is available.

Worship & Music

Christmas for Children and Families
Sunday,	December	17,	at	5:00	p.m.
Led by the children’s choirs, the Sunday school children, and Shadyside’s youth, this service is filled 
with familiar carols, costumed players, and candle lighting.  The service appeals to congregants of all 
ages and lasts approximately 45 minutes.  The Reverend John F. Magnuson will preach. 

PAriSh	LiFe

Open House

On	Sunday,	December 3,	take a 
break from the hustle and bustle 
of this hectic season, and refresh 
your spirit in the beauty and 
serenity of our sacred spaces.  
Warm beverages and cookies 
will be available in the Sharp 
Atrium from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.  
Join us as your schedule permits, 
and please invite friends and 
neighbors to this welcoming 
event.  Consider returning or 
remaining afterward for a free 
choral concert at 3:00 p.m.  (See 
page 2 for details.)
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Standing Near the Manger to Ponder the Presence of God in Christ

I heard once a heartwarming story about a little girl who was very excited 
about the birth of her new baby brother.  She kept repeating one unusual 
request, however, that concerned her parents.  She insisted everyone leave 
the room so she could spend a moment alone with her brother.

Her parents denied this request, thinking it may be some form of sibling 
rivalry.  After some length of discussion, however, the parents reassured 
themselves of their daughter’s innocence and yielded to her request.  They 
agreed to leave the room for a moment and stood by the infant monitor in 
the next room.

Once alone, the sister rose on her toes to look down into her infant brother’s bassinet and whispered, 
“Tell me about God.  I keep forgetting.”

I am glad Christmas comes so near the beginning of a new year, because, in a way, it provides us an 
opportunity to stand near the manger and ponder the birth of Jesus Christ, the incarnate reality of God 
who entered this world as one of us.  The manger represents the power and love of God even in the midst 
of the harsh realities of life.  Imagine our Lord, the Son of God, resting in a crude trough.  Why would 
God go to such lengths, if not for love?

I believe this time of year provides us a great spiritual opportunity.  It is a good time for reflection — a 
time to remember not only the presence and love of God in a crude manger but also significant moments 
and events in our lives.  Perhaps in the last year your family has experienced the joy of new birth, or 
perhaps a loved one has died.  Each year is filled with precious moments of joy, and some of sadness, 
too.  But every moment we live is a gift from God.  Every day is a blessing to celebrate and enjoy; as the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism instructs us: our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy God forever. 

Like the child seeking the insight of her infant brother, we, too, must join with other Christians to 
remember and celebrate the many blessings of God’s presence in our lives.  This is one of the imperative 
reasons we gather as a community of believers, for here we not only remember and give thanks, we are 
also nurtured, comforted, and strengthened for our journey of faith.

Throughout Advent and into the New Year, let us joyfully gather to worship God, remember and give 
thanks for all our many blessings, as well as celebrate and witness to our redemption in Jesus Christ.

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.”  (Galatians 4:4-5)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MeSSAge	FroM	The	PASTor

MuSiC	MiniSTry

Three Choral Concerts in December

•	 Shadyside	Chancel	Choir:	Poulenc’s Gloria —	Sunday,	December	3,	at	3:00	p.m.
 The Shadyside Chancel Choir sings Francis Poulenc’s Gloria and more music for the season in a 

free concert.  No tickets required.

•	 Pittsburgh	girls	Choir:	rutter’s	“Dancing	Day”	—	Saturday,	December	9,	at	3:00	p.m.
 The Pittsburgh Girls Choir presents its holiday concert, featuring “Hope for Resolution,” 

by Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory, as well as “Dancing Day,” by John Rutter.  Tickets online at 
	www.pittsburghgirlschoir.com and at the door.

•	 Pittsburgh	Camerata:	Bach’s Magnificat —	Sunday,	December	10,	at	3:00	p.m.
 For the centerpiece of this Christmas concert, the Pittsburgh Camerata and Chatham Baroque will 

present Johann Sebastian Bach’s Magnificat.  This 30-minute vocal canticle is among the grandest 
illustrations of Bach’s genius.  The program also will include a cappella choral music, including 
settings of “Lo, How a Rose,” by Jan Sandström, Hugo Distler, Michael Präetorious, and others. 
Tickets online at	www.pittsburghcamerata.org	and at the door.
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Blue Christmas?

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful loneliness and 
emptiness for those who have suffered a loss or who are going through 
a difficult time.  Many people are separated from their families and 
are not able to be together at this time of year.  While others are joyful, 
some may be experiencing feelings of sadness and longing.

Help is available, however.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 
provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care.  They will listen, 
care, encourage, pray with and for you, and support you through the 
holidays, and as long as your need persists.  If you or someone you 
know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by contacting Rev. Lynn Portz or one of our 
Stephen Leaders — Cathy Wilson or Janet Rohrer — through the church office.  our stephen Ministers 
are	there	to	care!

CAre	&	SuPPorT

Warm Up on Soup Sunday, January 28
We look forward to filling the Parish Hall with the aroma of hearty 
and delicious homemade soups on sunday, January 28.  Would you 
be willing to make a pot of your favorite soup recipe for this event?  
We are looking for volunteers to contribute a variety of soups — from 
beef and barley to vegetarian delights, creamy chowders, and more.  
If you would prefer to make your favorite dessert to contribute, that 
would be wonderful, too.  The kitchen will provide bread, salad, and 
beverages.  Not a cook or a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be 
plenty to share!  Make your reservations in January by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.  Could you lend us 
your crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot?  Let us know when 
you make your reservation.  There is no cost to attend.

Off the Floor Bedding Collection
Also on Soup Sunday, January 28, Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
is sponsoring a bedding collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh.  
Several items are needed to benefit needy families in the city of 
Pittsburgh.  The items that are most needed include new pillows 
(must be new by state law); complete queen, full/double, and twin 
bedding sets; blankets of all sizes (queen are most needed); and towels 
and washcloths.  Please put a size label on the blankets, and bring 
donations to the Off the Floor Pittsburgh truck located outside the 
Parish Hall.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity.

PAriSh	LiFe	&	MiSSionS

PAriSh	LiFe

Extended Connections Dinner:  
Bring Your Favorite Bible

On Wednesday, January 24, join us for an extended congregational 
dinner in the Parish Hall.  You are invited to bring your favorite 
Bible to share with others over conversation beginning at 5:15 p.m.; 
then, enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal from 6:00 until 6:50 p.m.  
Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
by contacting the church office by	Monday,	January	22.  A freewill 
offering will be received to offset the cost of the meal.  Nursery care is 
available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Missions

Retreat for Mothers of 
Sojourner House

Women of SPC, please join us 
on Saturday,	 January	 13, for 
the annual Sojourner House 
Retreat.  We are blessed to 
welcome again LaNita Butler as 
this year’s guest speaker, who 
will share an inspiring message 
with the Sojourner House moms. 

The Community Partnerships 
Mission Action Community 
(MAC) needs volunteers for this 
event, which offers uplifting 
discussion, learning, fellowship, 
and praise for women and 
their children who are working 
hard to reclaim their lives.  We 
need volunteers to greet, talk, 
and share with the moms and 
provide child care for the kids 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   
Please sign up in the Sharp 
Atrium.  For more information, 
please contact Lisa Iadicicco 
through the church office.

LaNita Butler
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ChriSTiAn	eDuCATion

Strength to Love and Other Writings of Martin Luther King Jr.
Adult	education	Topical	Book	Study:	Sundays,	beginning	January	14,	at	9:45	a.m.

From	January	14	through	February	11,	Rod Irvin and Wesley Rohrer 
invite you to be inspired, challenged, enlightened, and edified by 
discussions concerning the sermons that proceeded from a powerful 
leader, whose life and testimony were unmistakably remarkable:  
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“If there is one book Martin Luther King Jr. has written that people 
consistently tell me has changed their lives, it is Strength to Love.”  So 
wrote Coretta Scott King.  She continued: “I believe it is because this 
book best explains the central element of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
philosophy of nonviolence: His belief in a divine, loving presence that 
binds all life.”  That insight, luminously conveyed in this classic text, 
hints at the personal transformation at the root of social justice: “By 
reaching into and beyond ourselves and tapping the transcendent 
moral ethic of love, we shall overcome these evils.”

In these short meditative and sermonic pieces, some of them 
composed in jails and all of them crafted during the tumultuous years 
of the Civil Rights struggle, Dr. King articulated and espoused in a 
deeply personal, compelling way his commitment to justice and to 
the intellectual, moral, and spiritual conversion that makes his work 
as much a blueprint today for Christian discipleship as it was then.

Rod Irvin

Wesley M. Rohrer III

Pittsburgh Youth Symphony: Simply Strings
Free	Concert	on	Sunday,	January	21,	at	3:00	p.m.

The 25th anniversary season of 
Music in a Great Space continues 
with Simply Strings on sunday, 
January 21, at 3:00 p.m.

The strings of the Pittsburgh 
Youth Symphony Orchestra 
(PYSO), under the direction 
of PYSO Assistant Conductor 
Edward Leonard, present the third suite from Ancient Airs and 
Dances, by Ottorino Respighi, and St. Paul’s Suite, by Gustav 
Holst. In addition, the program also will include chamber music 
performed in varying combinations by smaller ensembles.  No 
tickets are necessary for admission; donations will be appreciated.  

MuSiC	in	A	greAT	SPACe

Winter Retreat
All youth in grades 6 through 
12 are invited to attend the 
sixth annual Youth Winter 
Retreat at Pine Springs Camp 
from January	 5	 to	 7.	 	 Youth 
will enjoy a weekend at a warm 
cabin in the mountains with 
fellowship, camp fires, Bible 
study, and snow tubing (weather 
permitting).  Cost is $50 per 
person or $120 maximum 
per family.  Scholarships are 
available.  For details, please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

youTh	MiniSTry

On MLK Jr. Day, Prepare and Serve Dinner, Join Discussion at EECM
This Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) 
invites you to an all-church workday, partnering with the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  We 
will gather at the church at 2:00 p.m. on	Monday,	January	15,	to prepare the evening meal for the shelter.  
That evening, at 6:30 p.m., we will meet at the EECM Community House in East Liberty to serve dinner 
to shelter guests.  The dinner will be followed by a short program involving discussions about Dr. King.  
To sign up or for further information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach (tleach@shadysidepres.org).

hunger	&	hoMeLeSSneSS
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Missions

Book Collection for Parents of HOPE

The Foundation of HOPE is in need of more children’s books, and the Community Partnerships Mission 
Action Community (MAC) invites you to contribute to this need.  HOPE gives interested parents and 
grandparents in the Allegheny County Jail the opportunity to read and record a book or books for their 
children and sends the books and recordings on to the children’s homes.  This program allows HOPE’s 
Pre-Release participants to stay in contact with their children while promoting literacy.  We accept new 
books for all ages, from 0 to 18, but we are currently most in need of board books and picture books.   
A collection basket is located in the Sharp Atrium; book donations are welcome and appreciated at any 
time, but we extend a special invitation to consider participating in this collection during the month of 
December as the holidays approach. 

The Giving Tree

On December	 3	 and	 10, the Community Partnerships Mission 
Action Community (MAC) will again sponsor the Giving Tree at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church on behalf of the women at Sojourner 
House and POWER.  The tree will be decorated with special 
ornamental gift tags that correspond with the name of a recipient, 
along with her pajama and slipper sizes.  Please look for the Giving 
Tree after worship during the fellowship hour.  A member of the 
Community Partnerships MAC will be present to register your name 
along with the name of the recipient.  Gift-wrapped pajamas and 
slippers should be returned to the church by Sunday,	December	17; 
the original gift tag should be affixed to the package.  Your gift, along 
with your thoughts and prayers for the women of Sojourner House 
and POWER, are appreciated and will be a sign to them of Christ’s love this Christmas season.  If you 
have questions about the Giving Tree, please contact Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

Missions

ChriSTiAn	eDuCATion

While We Wait: Living the Questions of Advent
Adult	education	Topical	Book	Study:	Sundays,	beginning	December	3,	at	9:45	a.m.

Sometimes we struggle to believe we will experience anything new as Advent comes around.  What 
could we possibly learn that we have not seen or heard before?  If you are looking for an Advent study of 
a different slant, you are invited to join us as we read Mary Lou Redding’s While We Wait: Living the 
Questions of Advent on	Sunday,	December	3,	led by Elder Robert B. Luthultz and Sharon L. Luthultz.

While We Wait: Living the Questions of Advent offers new ways of 
connecting the story with your own questions of faith and approaches 
an all-too-familiar narrative from perspectives we may have missed 
previously.  Participants will read about biblical figures mentioned 
in passing in the “original” Advent.  Somewhat surprisingly, Tamar,  
Ruth, Mary, Zechariah, Elizabeth, and the Magi all ask questions 
that resonate with contemporary Christians.  “I hope While We Wait 
will help people who don’t want to gloss over their questions about the 
Christmas story,” writes Redding.  “This book examines Advent as a 
journey in which God seeks us at many levels of our understanding 
and spiritual willingness.  It allows for real-life struggles and 
questions as a part of Advent’s spiritual exploration.”  

What are the questions you bring to God this season?  Consider reading this book along with us and 
seeking answers together; gather in the Sharp Atrium on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before 
moving to the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m.  This study will continue through	Sunday,	January	7.	  Please 
note that no Christian Education classes will meet on	Sunday,	December	31.

Robert and Sharon Luthultz
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Worship & Music

Sunday Worship
Please see Advent and Christmas information on page 1.

Baptism	of	the	Lord	Sunday,	January	7,	at	11:00	a.m.,	 
with	Communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

sunday, January 14, at 11:00 a.m. 
 The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, January 21, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, January 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Please see page 1 for Advent Vespers in the Sanctuary.

Note: No vespers will be held on December 27 and January 3.

Wednesdays,	January	10,	17,	24,	and	31,	at	7:00	p.m. 
These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  

a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   
Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at	www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

BoArD	oF	DeAConS

Care Packages for 
Students and Military

This month, the Deacons will 
send care packages to our college 
students and military.  We need 
current contact information 
for new and existing students 
or military personnel.  If you 
have a child or loved one in 
college or the military, please 
share the recipient’s name and 
address with us by contacting 
the church office before	Friday,	
December 1.  Thank you!

CoMMuniCATionS

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday,	January	2 
February issue

Thursday,	February	1 
March issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.
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