
BUilding & groUnds

Twentieth Anniversary of Columbarium

As we observe All Saints’ Sunday, we remember and give thanks for 
the lives of our deceased loved ones in light of the Resurrection —  
the ultimate source of solace and comfort afforded by our faith.  
Furthermore, we reverently recall those faithful departed whose 
families have chosen inurnment in the Columbarium at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church for their loved ones.  This year, All Saints’ 
Sunday marks the twentieth anniversary of the dedication of 
Shadyside’s Columbarium. 

The Columbarium is a sacred and beautiful space for mortal remains 
in the peace and permanence of our beloved church home.  Located 
in the Chapel Narthex, it contains over 300 bronze memorial niches 
available for those who prefer this form of memorialization.

The design of the Columbarium by the late John L. Haughwout, 
church member and architect, made use of several existing 
elements — including a screen wall with stained glass panels and 
a Virgil Cantini bronze bas-relief — in order to achieve a well-
integrated final space.  Authorized by the Session in 1994, the project 
was completed three years later, after much careful planning and 
construction.  The Columbarium was then dedicated on All Saints’ 
Sunday, November 2, 1997.

Continued on page 5
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Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 5

Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor 
of all the saints, both known and unknown.  In most Protestant 
churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November.  
Protestants regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints.  
As we solemnly remember all those who have died in the past year, 
we also focus on Christ’s victory over death.  While the festival 
acknowledges the reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the 
Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”

• During the All Saints’ Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m., 
we will remember those members of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church who have been received into the Church Triumphant 
during the past calendar year.

• On the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing the beloved setting 
of the Requiem by composer Gabriel Fauré.  We invite the congregation to submit the names of any 
deceased family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon bulletin.  
Please submit the names to Gwen Missouri in the church office before Friday, october 27.

New Communion Set

The chalice, Flagon, and plate used 
on World Communion Sunday were 
dedicated to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Momoko H. Mills.  For 
decades, Momoko faithfully prepared the 
Lord’s Table in our Sanctuary with humble 
reverence and deep love.  Commissioned 
by Shadyside Presbyterian Church, the 
Communion set was fashioned by Deacon 
Garret B. Smith.  We give thanks to God 
both for Momoko’s caring service and for 
Garret’s talented craftsmanship.  This 
set will be used regularly as we celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper during our midweek 
vespers.  Also visible above in detail is the 
damask linen from Damascus which was a 
gift from Mark A. Anderson to Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  Photograph taken 
by Rebecca D. Reeder.
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Give Thanks and Praise to God!
Now on His way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 
and Galilee.  As He was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met Him.  
They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have 
pity on us!”  When He saw them, He said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”  
And as they went, they were cleansed.  One of them, when he saw he was 
healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus’ 
feet and thanked Him — and he was a Samaritan.  Jesus asked, “Were not all 
ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine?  Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?”  Then He said to him, “Rise and go; your 
faith has made you well.”  (Luke 17:11-17)

There was a time (believe it or not) when I ran cross-country.  Once I completed college, I became a 
dedicated jogger.  I loved to run.  Even in the heat of the summer, it felt great to get out and hit the road.  
It was a good time to think and a good time to work out the frustrations of life and ministry.  Nowadays, 
I am a dedicated walker.  Generally, I walk a mile or more every day as time permits.  It also is a great 
time for personal reflection. 

There are many different kinds of walks people undertake.  I am almost certain that, after the customary 
feast this coming Thanksgiving, we will rise from the table, put on our walking shoes, and enjoy a walk 
in what I hope will be the cool November afternoon.  This kind of annual walk is great for catching up: 
sharing stories, joys, and struggles, as well as preparing for dessert when we finish our walk. 

There is also what my wife Lauren has labeled as my “hospital walk:” the fast-paced, stretch-your-legs, 
take-the-stairs kind of walk, when you have many folks you want to visit.  It is an all-business kind of walk, 
constantly calculating distance, traffic, and detour possibilities to make the most efficient use of time.

There is one kind of walk, however, that is quite rare in life.  It is a walk that is often long, soulful, and 
inquiring, as one seeks insight and inspiration into the issues of life and faith that matter most.  I have 
personally found these kinds of walks are best when done in places of quiet refuge — perhaps surrounded 
by nature (more spiritual than physical in nature). 

I wonder what entered the mind of leper number ten (the Samaritan leper) as he walked away from Jesus.  
As he walked and his body was healed before his eyes, what made him stop, turn around and run back 
to Jesus?  Why did he — a foreigner, a man many in the crowd would think impure as a Samaritan —  
desire to return to thank Jesus and praise Him for the healing He provided?  What were his thoughts as 
he journeyed back to Jesus? 

A Walk Full of Thanks, Full of praise for Jesus 

It had to be a walk full of inspiration, full of thanks, full of praise for Jesus.  I say this because Scripture 
tells us he threw himself at Jesus’ feet.  This, above all other possibilities, is the kind of walk I wish for 
you this Thanksgiving and in the concluding weeks of this stewardship season.  There are, I am certain, 
at least nine other destinations for which we could set our sights — many different directions we could 
go in the celebration of this holiday, and in the decisions we make concerning our commitments for the 
year ahead.  But shouldn’t we direct our steps to the feet of Jesus?

Our world at war; our culture at war; and our families being destroyed by divorce, substance abuse, 
sexually transmitted disease, and teenage suicide — all these should remind us there is only One who 
can truly heal us and make us clean.  It is to God we must return if we are to find healing, fulfillment, 
and peace.  It is to Jesus I wish to return this season and at His feet lay my praise, my thanks, and my 
life.  Only He can give my journey purpose; only He deserves my thanks, for He alone is my destination.   
May your walk this Thanksgiving season be long, soulful, and full of thanks and praise to God for the 
great gift of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAge FroM The pAsTor

· · · · · · · · · ·   Stewardship: Give Thanks  ······· · · ·
Shadyside Presbyterian Church gives thanks for you!  We greatly appreciate the many pledge forms 
that have already been received.  If you have not yet submitted your pledge form, please return it soon.  
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Missions

Community Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) Spotlight
“Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (Luke 6:38)

The Community Partnerships MAC invites you to consider this month’s opportunities to give and serve:

• Calling all coats for the Veterans place Warmth Drive for Veterans Day weekend:  We need 
donations of winter coats for the vets who spend the days and nights outside in the elements.  You 
can drop off any new or gently used winter coats on or before Friday, november 10 — sizes L, XL, 
and XXL, please.  A collection bin for the contributions will be located in the Sharp Atrium.

• Volunteers needed for the sojourner house Retreat on saturday, november 18:  This event 
offers uplifting discussion, learning, fellowship, and praise for women and their children who are 
working hard to reclaim their lives.  We need volunteers to greet, talk, and share with the moms 
and provide child care for the kids from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium.

Look for the next edition of the Church Mouse covering the months of December and January to 
share more opportunities to make a difference, including children’s book donations for the families 
connected to the Foundation of hope; the annual Giving Tree, which supports sojourner house and 
poWer; and our annual bedding and pillow drive for off the Floor pittsburgh.

do any of these organizations speak to your heart?  We would love to add willing participants to our 
committee.  For more information, please contact Lisa Iadicicco through the church office.

Thanksgiving Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry

The East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM) Food Pantry is 
experiencing an increase in food requests.  The Hunger and 
Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) invites 
members and friends to donate non-perishable food items for our 
Thanksgiving food collection. Bags will be distributed after worship 
on sundays, november 12 and 19.  A list of suggested items will 
be attached to the bags, which will be collected and dedicated at 
the Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, november 22.  
In the event you are unable to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by bringing your 
bag to the church office during the week of Thanksgiving.  If you prefer to make a monetary 
donation, checks should be made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “EECM Food 
Collection” on the memo line, and placed in the offering plate on sunday, november 19.  Questions 
may be directed to Rev. Todd Leach or to any member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

hUnger & hoMelessness

Missions

Golf Outing Gives Thanks for 18 Years of 18 Holes for Hosanna House
“... and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple — truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”  (Matthew 10:42)

For over twenty years, Hosanna House has been that “cup of cold water” in the Wilkinsburg community 
— empowering people through education, medical services, youth programming, and more.  We have 
been honored to partner with Hosanna House for eighteen years and have witnessed its phenomenal 
growth from the main location at Wallace Avenue to the Sherwood Event Center.  Hundreds of children 
enjoy a summer camp experience at Sherwood; without Hosanna House, most of these kids would not 
have access to a pool and organized peer activity.  Please visit the website www.hosannahouse.org and see 
for yourself how far Hosanna House’s reach extends.

Many thanks to everyone who supported Hosanna House by supporting the golf outing this year.  From 
hole sponsors to in-kind donors, and from golfers to guests — heartfelt thanks to you all!  The total 
proceeds from the outing amounted to $4,142.  We will be back for our nineteenth event next year to 
support this wonderful service organization; please plan to join us! 

Elder Carla M. Gedman
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Experience a Bon Voyage with Tenor Eric Rieger

Free concert on sunday, november 19, at 3:00 p.m.

The 25th anniversary season of 
Music in a Great Space continues 
on sunday, november 19, at 
3:00 p.m. with The Voyage of 
Life.  Accompanied by pianist 
J.J. Penna, tenor Eric Rieger 
delves into the depths of the 
human experience with a 
program exploring journeys 
of life, love, death, and the 
subconscious in the songs of 
Henri Duparc, Franz Schubert, 
and Benjamin Britten.  No tickets 
are necessary for admission.  Freewill offerings will be appreciated.

MUsic in A greAT spAce

Eric Rieger, Tenor

pArish liFe

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family

On Wednesday, november 29, the Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to 
join us any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one 
another over supper.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting 
the church office by Monday, november 27.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the 
meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m. 

Friendsgiving
Young adults and friends 
are invited to celebrate 
Thanksgiving a little early with 
their church friends and family 
on Friday, november 17, from 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Come and enjoy 
an evening of great food and 
fellowship at Mansions on Fifth 
(one block from the church). 
Dinner includes appetizers, 
soup, salad, entrée, and dessert, 
for a cost of $25 per person.  
RSVP in the Sharp Atrium by 
Thursday, november 2, or 
contact Rev. John Magnuson for 
more information.

YoUng AdUlT MinisTrY

children’s MinisTrY

Fall Family Costume Party

All Shadyside families and friends are invited to a costume party sunday, november 5, in the Parish 
Hall.  Infants to elementary-age children and their families are invited to arrive at 4:30 p.m. to enjoy 
a time of games, food, and fellowship.  Children and grown-ups are encouraged to wear costumes.   
Pizza and beverages will be provided; families are asked to bring salads or side dishes to serve 8.   
To RSVP by Thursday, november 2, please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact Ellen Allston, 
Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry, through the church office.

chrisTiAn edUcATion

Adults: Opportunities to Nurture Yourself Spiritually in November

•	 	Adult	Bible	Study:	The Gospel according to St. Luke, led by Rich 
McGough, begins november 12, at 9:45 a.m. in the Hulme Room

•	 	Adult	Topical	Study:	Reflecting on the Reformation after 500 Years,  
led by Gretchen Gockley and Peggy Heely, continues through 
november 26, at 9:45 a.m. in the Craig Room

•	 Pastors’	Inductive	Bible	Study:	Sundays, 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel

•	 	Advent	Reflections:	Please pick up a copy of this booklet, available 
beginning sunday, november 19, to help guide your own daily 
prayer and personal devotions throughout the season of Advent.  
Each day offers a personal reflection composed by a member 
of our church family to complement one of the daily Scripture 
readings.  Begin reading along with us sunday, december 3.

left:  St. Luke as depicted in an art glass window located in the north transept and designed 
by the Gorham Company of New York, 1938.  Photograph taken by Ellen L. Allston.
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The Most Difficult Time of the Year?  Stephen Ministry Provides Support

As we enter into the season of Thanksgiving and Christmas, we think 
of gatherings of family and friends, good food, and lots of laughter 
and smiles; however, for many, this is a difficult time of year.  Humans 
like to be in control, having the power to choose exactly what is going 
to happen and when.  Unfortunately, life isn’t like that.  We only think 
we are in control.  So when something happens that reminds us we 
are not in control, we feel lost, overwhelmed, angry, even terrified.  
Stephen Ministers are trained to help when things are out of control.  
They provide support and encouragement while helping a person put 
faith and trust in God.  For more information about Stephen Ministry, 
please contact Rev. Lynn Portz, Janet Rohrer, or Cathy Wilson through the church office.

cAre & sUpporT

cAre & sUpporT

Grief Support Group: Surviving the Holidays

For those who have experienced the death of a loved one, the approaching holidays often bring mixed 
feelings of sadness, nostalgia, and even dread.  On Monday, november 13, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Grief Support Group will gather in the Craig Room.  To help you 
prepare for the holidays, the discussion will be filled with practical and uplifting ideas for the weeks 
ahead.  Please feel free to bring a family member or friend.

Shadyside’s Grief Support Group is designed to provide encouragement and a faith-centered perspective 
for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to discuss a variety of subjects that 
are important in the grief recovery process, including the range of emotions which grief brings, and 
resources for moving forward.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief counselor and an experienced grief 
support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; there is no cost to attend the group.  
For more information or to register, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

Raking Leaves: Help Members with Yard Work
On sunday, november 12, join the youth and young adults of our 
congregation as we spend the afternoon helping fellow members 
with some fall yard work.  Following worship, we will meet in the 
Hulme Room for a light lunch before departing for various homes.  
We will return to the church by 3:30 p.m.  Please bring rakes and 
gloves if you have them, and sign up in the Sharp Atrium.  For more 
information, contact Rev. John Magnuson. 

YoUTh & YoUng AdUlTs

in MeMoriAM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 Gus Johnson

 Virginia W. Schatz

 Dolores W. Smith-Barber

Columbarium’s 20th Anniversary — continued from page 1

The peaceful ambiance of this space provides a setting which invites 
quiet meditation, reflection, and prayer, while offering the comfort 
of familiar, well-loved church surroundings.  Burial within or on 
church property has been practiced for many centuries, while the 
practice of cremation has become an increasingly popular option 
in the past several decades.  Both methods of final disposition 
are supported by the Christian Church.  Members interested in 
considering this memorial option may contact a member of the 
Columbarium Committee through the church office.

Robert G. Mayer Jr.

“God of our life, through all the circling years … Our heart’s true home 
when all our years have sped.”   — the reverend Dr. Hugh thomson Kerr

sheep May safely graze: Immediately 
outside the Columbarium hangs a 
pastoral scene, painted by the late John 
Haughwout, which references the image 
of God as a shepherd caring for His sheep.

BUilding & groUnds
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Worship & MUsic

Sunday Worship
sunday, november 5, at 11:00 a.m.

All Saints’ Sunday, with Communion
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, november 5, at 3:00 p.m. 
A Service of Remembrance, with Communion

The Chancel Choir presenting Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem

sunday, november 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, november 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

sunday, november 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
Christ the King Sunday

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, november 1, 8, 15, and 29, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, november 22, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching 

Please bring a food donation — see article on page 3.

BoArd oF deAcons

Christmas Poinsettias

As part of our Christmas 
celebration at Shadyside, the 
Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of poinsettias 
in the Sanctuary during the 
worship services on Christmas 
Eve.  Order forms are available 
in the Narthex and in the church 
office.  Cost is $8 per plant.  All 
orders must be accompanied 
by payment and received by 
sunday, november 26.  

coMMUnicATions

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, november 1 
December/January issue

Tuesday, January 2 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.
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