
StewardShip

With Glad and Grateful Hearts, We Give Thanks

In October, we enter a season during which we place an emphasis 
on stewardship.  Our theme for stewardship this year, Give Thanks, 
reminds us to show our appreciation to God in response to God’s 
great love for us.  Stewardship brochures and pledge forms will be 
mailed to members in mid-October.  Please prayerfully consider 
your pledge and joyfully return your form to the church before 
Stewardship Celebration Sunday, October 29.  Other ways we are 
getting into the spirit of giving thanks this month include:
• Special extended thanksgiving-themed Connections dinner 

on wednesday, October 25.  Please see page 5.
• Children’s Bible presentation on Sunday, October 29.  SPC 

will present age-appropriate Bibles to our lower elementary 
students, who led the way in giving thanks earlier this fall by 
sharing notes of gratitude with our pastors and other leaders.

• Chili after Church on Sunday, October 29.  Please see page 5. 

Thank you, and — as always — thanks be to God!

Children’S MiniStry & wOrShip

World Communion Sunday: Welcome to the Lord’s Table

On Sunday, October 1, World Communion Sunday, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will celebrate 
Communion during worship as we do the first Sunday of every month.  On this day, we will issue a 
special invitation to our first-graders to remain in worship so they may participate in Communion. 

The Book of Order, the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, 
was first amended in 1971 to permit children to come to the Lord’s 
Table.  It was amended again in 1982 to state that “children shall be 
invited” to receive communion.  The most current wording is:

The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all who have 
been baptized, remembering that access to the Table is not a right 
conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the undeserving 
who come in faith, repentance, and love.  …

Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in the 
significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning of their 
response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that 
their understanding of participation will vary according to their 
maturity.  (W-2.4011)

On October 1, all of the children’s classes during the 9:45 a.m. Christian Education hour will focus on 
learning about the sacrament of Communion and the history of World Communion Sunday, which was 
originated in Shadyside Church by Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr in 1933.  Children and their families will 
be invited to participate in a Communion-education workshop during the season of Lent.  Parents may 
contact Ellen Allston, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry, with any questions.  

the Communion table Cloth pictured 
above is a gift from Mark Anderson to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  It is made 
from damask brought from Damascus 
by Mark’s grandfather, Harrison Ray 
Anderson, when he was moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church in 1951-1952.  
The cloth first was used in the manse at 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, and later in 
the homes of Harrison Ray Anderson, and 
Harrison Ray Anderson Jr.

Shadyside House Tour

Our very own house of worship 
will participate in this year’s 
Shadyside House Tour on 
Sunday, October 15, from 
12:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Sponsored 
by Shadyside Action Coalition, 
this self-guided tour showcases 
a handful of the beautiful 
homes in our neighborhood.  
This event is an excellent 
opportunity to welcome the 
community into our sacred 
spaces and to extend gracious 
hospitality to our neighbors.  

Continued on page 4
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Give Thanks: Our Faithful Response as Disciples

She never should have mentioned how long we had enjoyed our current 
toaster oven in such close proximity to said appliance, because, within 
three days, it flamed out and died.  Fortunately, I was nearby, and there was 
no damage except to my fingerprints when I tried to remove the shell of its 
worthless carcass before it had fully cooled off. 

The true challenge to the family arose the next morning, as three of us 
stood rather dumbfounded at the counter, holding bagels that needed 
toasting.  My wife and I grew up in an era before the rise of toaster ovens 
and, therefore, could rely upon prior experience to overcome this unfortunate state of affairs.  We 
preheated the broiler on our oven, buttered the bagels, arranged them on a baking sheet, and placed 
them under the red glow of the elements. 

Because it was a chilly morning, my wife and I were also able to relive one of our favorite childhood 
memories.  (It doesn’t take much to make me happy.)  Standing in front of the slightly ajar oven door, 
we basked in the radiant heat as we rubbed our hands and alternated between facing the oven and 
facing away from the oven every few seconds.  What came to my mind was the all-too-often over-sung 
campfire song:  “It only takes a spark to get a fire going . . .” 

It reminds me of the event recorded in Scripture detailing the time the resurrected Jesus met His 
disciples for breakfast around a campfire on the beach.  Perhaps you may recall that the disciples had 
fished all night and caught nothing, when a stranger called out from the shore, “Throw your net on the 
right side of the boat and you will find some [fish].” 

When they did as He requested, they recognized that this was no stranger; it was Jesus, who then told 
them to bring in some fish and have breakfast.  We read in the gospel of John: “When they landed, they 
saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish 
you have just caught.’  Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore.  It was full of large fish; but 
even with so many, the net was not torn.  Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ ”  (John 21:9-12a) 

The risen Lord prepared breakfast for His disciples, but that’s not all.  He directed them vocationally, 
in that they were fishermen who had caught nothing until He showed them where they needed to place 
their nets. 

He also goes on to demonstrate dramatically His love and His forgiveness to Peter, whom He challenged 
with the task of feeding Jesus’ sheep. 

Whatever need we may have — biological, love, belonging, self-esteem, self-actualization (Maslow’s 
Hierarchy of Needs) — Jesus is prepared to meet those needs.  We may not always recognize how Jesus 
comes to meet us — through the voice of a stranger on the beach, or in the power of sheer silence — yet, 
come He does, and the natural response as faithful disciples should be to Give thanks (our stewardship 
theme for 2017-2018) to God for meeting all our needs.

Do you know what your needs are today?  Are you hungry?  Do you thirst?  Are you in need of challenge 
or forgiveness?  Good!  Come to the table, for our Lord has prepared a feast of salvation, and you are an 
invited guest.

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him.”  (colossians 3:17)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MeSSaGe frOM the paStOr

Thanksgive
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huMan reSOurCeS

Announcing the Arrival of Our New Director of Finance

The Human Resources Committee of the Session is pleased to 
announce that robert a. Coder has been hired as our new Director 
of Finance.  After completing a careful and thorough search, we are 
confident Bob is the most qualified and best suited individual to 
follow Nancy Shaytar, Director of Finance Emerita.  Last month, in 
the final weeks of Nancy’s forty years of service, she and Bob worked 
together in order to ensure a smooth transition.  Please join us in 
welcoming him to the church staff.

After receiving his undergraduate degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh at Greensburg, Bob earned an MBA from Seton Hill 
University.  He possesses extensive experience in finance with non-
profit organizations, such as Excela Health and the Latrobe Hospital Foundation, as well as multiple 
religious organizations.  Bob’s diverse background in finance also includes work in the construction, 
manufacturing, and insurance industries.  He and his wife Annette reside in Greensburg, where he 
enjoys working in the yard and gardening.  In his spare time, he is involved with three local churches 
and enjoys spending time with family and friends.

U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band Presents Heritage Brass

free Concert on Sunday, October 15, at 3:00 p.m., during the Shadyside house tour

The 25th anniversary season of 
Music in a Great Space continues 
on Sunday, October 15, at 
3:00 p.m. when the United States 
Air Force Heritage of America 
Band presents Heritage Brass, 
bringing the military tradition 
of brass and percussion to a 
concert offered in conjunction 
with the Shadyside House Tour.  
A pioneering symphonic brass ensemble comprised of ten brass players and a percussionist, Heritage 
Brass performs exhilarating yet intimate performances of a diverse repertoire, featuring orchestral 
transcriptions, patriotic favorites, jazz standards, new compositions, and distinctive arrangements.  
Take flight musically with these professional Airman-musicians, and let the power of music leave you 
feeling sky high!  No tickets are necessary for admission.  Freewill offerings will be appreciated.

MuSiC in a Great SpaCe

MiSSiOnS

Living Stones Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) and Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary (PTS) will participate in a mission trip to Israel and the 
West Bank of Palestine from february 25 to March 9, 2018.  The 
primary purpose of this trip is to visit the Christian communities of 
the Holy Land, but we also will spend much of our time at the biblical 
sites of Jerusalem and Galilee.  The holy sites will change the way you 
read the Bible, and the “living stones” of the church will broaden 
your love for the whole Body of Christ.  An informational meeting 
will be held after worship on Sunday, October 1, at 12:15 p.m.  Please 
prayerfully consider joining us on this important pilgrimage, which 
is organized by the World Mission Initiative of PTS and co-led by  
Rev. Todd Leach, SPC Associate Pastor for Missions. 

Bob Coder, Director of Finance
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Love One Another as I Have Loved You

In John 15:12, Jesus says, “This is My commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.”  Loving and caring for one another is 
not just the pastors’ job; it’s something Jesus calls us all to do!  Stephen 
Ministry is a ministry in which people with special gifts for caring 
can put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love and 
care to those who most need it.

If you know someone who is going through a difficult time, contact 
Reverend Lynn Portz, or one of our Stephen Leaders, Janet Rohrer or 
Cathy Wilson.  Our Stephen Ministers provide focused, confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care in order to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s love.

Care & SuppOrt

Grief Support Group

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group 
designed to provide encouragement and a faith-centered perspective 
for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets regularly to 
discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery 
process, including the range of emotions which grief brings, 
and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday, October 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  
Sessions are led by a pastor or grief counselor and an experienced 
grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome 
to join; there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry 
sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more information, please 
contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

Care & SuppOrt

deaCOnS

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner 
for the Shepherd Wellness Community on friday, October 20, at 
the Shepherd Wellness Community Center located at 4800 Sciota 
Street in Bloomfield.  Volunteers should sign up online by going to 
the website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page.  There is 
a separate tab for Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  If online access is 
not available, please call 412-683-4477, ext. 12.

House Tour — cont. from page 1

Designated areas of our church 
building will be open to all 
guests following worship, and 
our Music in a Great Space 
series will present a free concert 
at 3:00 p.m.  (Please see the 
article on page 3 for details.)  
This is a perfect time to extend 
the outreach of our church’s 
ministries: bring a friend to 
worship and allow him or her 
to experience the warmth of 
our time of fellowship; suggest 
to someone in your social circle 
that he or she join you on the 
house tour; or invite a music 
lover to the afternoon concert 
and encourage him or her to stay 
and explore our architecture 
until the end of the open house.

For those wishing to visit the 
other venues on the tour, please 
review the ticketing options 
at www.shadysideaction.org. 
Tickets cost $20 each in advance 
and $25 each the day of the 
tour.  Either way, patrons should 
begin the tour by checking in 
at Winchester Thurston Lower 
School on Ellsworth Avenue.  
Shadyside Action Coalition also 
asks patrons to bring a non-
perishable item with them on 
the day of the tour to contribute 
to the food bank of the East End 
Cooperative Ministry (EECM), 
which is also one of our church’s 
mission partners.

pariSh lifediSCipleShip

Attend the All-Church Retreat

You are invited to attend our fall retreat — a time of fun, fellowship, 
contemplation, and spiritual growth in a natural setting embodying 
the beauty of God’s creation.  The Reverend Lisa Nichols Hickman, 
a Presbyterian pastor and writer, will lead us in exploring Scripture, 
prayer, and their intersection with our lives.  Please join us for the 
evening of friday, October 27, through the afternoon of Saturday, 
October 28, at Crestfield Camp and Conference Center, just an 
hour’s drive north in Slippery Rock.  Brochures and registration 
forms are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium and online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/retreat.  Please register by October 15. 
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ChriStian eduCatiOn

Reflecting on 500 Years since the Start of the Reformation

Arguably the first post in history to go viral, the appearance of the  
95 Theses on the church door at Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, did 
not garner the specific debate for which Martin Luther had hoped.  
It did, however, launch debates and discussions ever since that day.  

As Thomas A. Howard and Mark A. Noll write in their introduction 
to Protestantism after 500 Years, “Protestantism, it should be 
remembered, has not only been credited with restoring essential 
Christian truth or blamed for disastrous church divisions, but has 
also been invoked as the cause of modern liberalism, capitalism, 
religious wars, tolerance, democracy, individualism, subjectivism, 
nationalism, pluralism, freedom of conscience, modern science, 
secularism, and so much else.”  

History is of greatest value when it causes us to stop for a moment, 
to ask what happened at a particular place and time, to reflect on its 
significance, and, most importantly, to consider how events in the 
past can help us in the present and in going forward into the future.  

We will have an opportunity this fall at Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church to observe the anniversary of the start of the Reformation, 
and to consider how we experience the legacy of 500 years of 
Protestantism.  

On Sundays, October 22–november 26, during the Christian Education hour, 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., 
we will reflect on issues raised by Brother Martin, and slogans associated with the Reformation, such 
as Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia — by faith alone, by Scripture alone, by grace alone.  We will 
consider what is reformed about our worship at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, and another rallying 
cry of the Reformation — the priesthood of all believers.  

Please join us for discussions of these topics and a chance to step back for a moment and consider what 
we have learned in 500 years.  After a time of fellowship and light refreshments in the Sharp Atrium at 
9:30 a.m., join our discussion leaders, Gretchen Gockley and Peggy Heely, in the Craig Room at 9:45 a.m. 

Trustee Gretchen Gockley

Elder Peggy Heely

pariSh life

Special Extended Connections Dinner with Thanksgiving Meal

For what do you give thanks in our church?  How well do you know the nooks and crannies of the 
building?  How familiar are you with all that goes on in our sacred spaces throughout the week?  
Come discover and give thanks!  Join us for a Thanksgiving-themed dinner from 5:15 to 6:50 p.m. 
on  wednesday, October 25.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office by Monday, October 23.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the 
costs of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

pariSh life

Chili After Church on Stewardship Celebration Sunday
A favorite congregational event returns on Sunday, October 29.  Once again, the Parish Hall will be 
filled with the aroma of delicious chili, chowder, and chocolate brownies.  Do you have a favorite recipe 
that you would be willing to make for this event?  We are looking for volunteers to make at least three 
quarts of chili or chowder — beef, chicken, turkey, or vegetarian.  If you would prefer to make brownies 
for dessert, that would be wonderful, too.  Not a cook or a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to 
share!  Make your reservations by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.  And 
if you could lend us a crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot, please let us know.  There is no cost to 
attend this event after worship on Stewardship Celebration Sunday.
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wOrShip & MuSiC

Sunday Worship
world Communion Sunday, October 1, at 11:00 a.m.,  

with the lord’s Supper 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, October 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Sunday, October 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, October 22, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Stewardship Celebration Sunday, October 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
wednesdays, October 4, 11, 18, and 25, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

COMMuniCatiOnS

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, October 2 
November issue

wednesday, november 1 
December/January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

new MeMBerS

Inquirers’ Class
A two-week orientation class 
for inquirers occurs Sundays, 
October 22 and 29, from 9:45 
to 10:45 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about 
the various ministries of SPC. 
Nursery care and children’s 
classes are offered concurrently.  
New members will be received 
on October  29 and recognized 
in worship that day.  If you 
would like to register for the 
class, please contact Gwen 
Missouri in the church office.

nurSery SChOOl

Christmas Wreaths Support Scholarships
Procure your festive and fragrant holiday décor while supporting 
nursery school scholarships!  Please support our nursery school’s 
annual Christmas wreath fundraiser.  Order forms will be available 
in October during the Time of Fellowship.  Wreaths may be picked 
up in the Parish Hall the first week of December.  
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