
Parish Life

Potluck Picnic Under the Tent on Sunday, September 10

The Parish Life Ministry Team would like to invite all members, guests, and students to our annual 
Potluck Picnic immediately following the worship service on sunday, september 10.  The picnic will 
be held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or shine.  The church will provide fried chicken 
and baked beans.  Each family should bring an entrée or side dish that will serve at least 12.  Ice cream, 
sorbet, and a variety of toppings will be provided for dessert.  Don’t cook?  Come anyway; we will have 
enough food for all.  Comfortable clothing is encouraged.  Please contact the church office or sign up in 
the Sharp Atrium to RSVP by Wednesday, september 6, and let us know what you will bring.

Christian eduCation

New Options for Scriptural Study and Spiritual Formation

This fall, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Adult Christian Education Team offers a variety of options 
to join with others in times of learning and sharing.

sundays, beginning september 10, at 9:45 a.m.
On Sunday mornings, men and women of all ages, including college 
students, are invited to gather in the Sharp Atrium at 9:30 a.m. for 
a time of fellowship and light refreshments.  At 9:45 a.m., you may 
attend the study of your choice:

•	 Adult	Bible	Study	in	the	Hulme	Room:	This year, we will begin 
by studying the Book of Daniel.  Upon completion, we will 
move on to study the writings of St. Luke, including the Gospel 
and the Book of Acts.  Led by Elder Richard L. McGough III.

•	 Adult	Topical	Book	Study	 in	 the	Craig	Room:	 Join us as we 
read Body and Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg Catechism, 
by the Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, President of Princeton 
Theological Seminary and former Senior Pastor of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  Led by Elders Sara and Ted Brooke.  
(Details and a preview of future studies appear on page 3.)

•	 Pastors’	Bible	Study	in	the	Chapel:	Dig deeper into the preaching text in a pastor-led discussion 
exploring the Scripture passage on which the Sunday morning sermon is based.

Weekdays
•	 Women	at	 the	Well:	An interesting and varied group of women gathers twice each month for 

Bible study, discussion, and fellowship.  Friendships and connections grow deeper when we share 
the Scriptures in study and prayer.  Join us beginning	Thursday,	September	14,	as together we 
seek to quench the thirsting of our souls on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the Craig Room.  If you need more information, please contact Lauren Sharps 
through the church office.

•	 Young	Adult	Bible	Study:	Young adults and friends typically gather on Thursdays from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m. in the Stamy Room.  For more information, please contact Rev. John Magnuson.
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A Call for Patience

A dilapidated train on a branch line was creeping slowly through the 
countryside when it suddenly came to a stop.  One of the only passengers that 
day was a salesman riding the line for the first time.  Somewhat impatient, 
the salesman asked the conductor why they had stopped. The conductor 
replied, “Nothing to worry about, sir, there’s just a cow on the tracks.” 

In about five minutes, the train got under way again; but, after chugging 
along for only a mile or two, it once again ground to a halt.  “Just a 
temporary delay,” the conductor said.  “We’ll be on our way shortly.”  But 
the exasperated salesman snapped, “What is it now?  Did we catch up to the cow again?” 

Patience is probably one of the more difficult lessons we ever learn, perhaps because such a large portion 
of our lives is given over to waiting.  Every day is filled with its fair share of waiting.  We wait for the mail, 
the delivery truck, the repair technician.  We wait for the appointment, the test results, the diagnosis.  
We wait for someone to return our call, for the plane to arrive, or for the train to pass.  Yet for all the 
waiting we do, we are still not very good at it.  We do not like to wait, and we are not very patient in life 
with those who make us wait or those who see life differently than we do.

Scripture would remind us, however, that Jesus wanted His disciples to be people who can wait patiently 
upon God: people who will allow God to lead them; people who will allow God to be God and act out His 
loving concern for humanity with God’s future in mind rather than our own.

When we find ourselves losing our patience, let us turn to God, trusting Him to give us the insight and 
understanding we need to affirm the ultimate victory, won on our behalf, in Jesus Christ.  All we must 
do is trust and obey. 

“This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain 
faithful to Jesus.”  (Revelation 14:12)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

Message froM the Pastor

session

Session Approves Mission Statement and Values

Over the past year, leadership from our Elder, Trustee, and Deacon boards, along with senior staff, 
engaged in a process of strategic prioritization for our mutual ministries.  In the course of this process, 
the leadership of the church revisited the church’s mission statement and explored a set of values in 
order to help us clarify our sense of self and refine the tasks before us.  The congregation was invited 
to give feedback on a draft of these statements, and Session has approved the revised version which 
appears below.  Recognizing that we are a dynamic and growing community of faith, we may review our 
mission statement and values from time to time according to best practices, but we are pleased to share 
with you our current vision for our present work.

Our	Mission:		Shadyside Presbyterian Church seeks to reflect God’s unconditional love as we proclaim, 
witness to, and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ.  We strive to be a worshiping, welcoming, learning, 
and serving community of faith that is comforted, challenged, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Our	Values:		We seek to be a faithful Christian presence by

• Glorifying God through Worship and Music:  by gathering for worship services in the reformed 
tradition to encourage our life of faith and witness through biblical preaching, the celebration of the 
sacraments, participation in confessions and prayer, and inspiring music

• Nurturing a Family of Faith:  by building a joyful community of faith that engages in the life of the 
church by sharing mutual encouragement, compassionate care, and gracious hospitality

• Supporting Individual Growth and Discipleship:  by encouraging the discipline of personal prayer 
and providing a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth, education, and service to people of all ages

• Participating in the Mission of Christ:  by offering ourselves, our gifts, and our time to serve others, 
to promote peace, and to pursue righteousness by actively joining with mission partners in pittsburgh 
and around the world
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Parish Life

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family

Wednesday,	September	27,	from	6:00	to	6:45	p.m.	in	the	Parish	Hall

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on  
Wednesday, september 27.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office by	Monday,	September	25.  A freewill offering will be received to offset 
the costs of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 
7:00 p.m.  Also, mark your calendars for	Wednesdays,	October	25	and	November	29.

Christian eduCation

Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg Catechism

Sundays	at	9:45	a.m.	in	the	Craig	Room,	September	10	through	October	15

In Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg Catechism, theologian, 
pastor, and popular author M. Craig Barnes reveals the true identity 
of the Heidelberg Catechism.  It is not merely a list of doctrinal 
questions and answers.  Nor is it a cut-and-dried summary of what 
Christians believe.  Rather, it is a deeply personal statement of faith 
and a surprisingly contemporary guide for everyday life.  Readers 
will discover this 450-year-old confession is a reliable and inspiring 
companion in a world where faith and doubt co-exist.  Seekers, 
newcomers, and old hands in the church all will benefit from  
Dr. Barnes’ thoughtful reflections.

From sunday, september 10, through	 Sunday,	October	 15,	 read 
this groundbreaking book along with us and join the conversation 
led by Elders Sara and Ted Brooke.  Together we will find comfort in 
belonging, body and soul, to the triune God.

Christian eduCation

Future Book Studies
October	22–November	26 
Exploring the Reformation: 

500 Years After the  
Beginnings of Protestantism

December	3–January	7 
While We Wait: Living  

the Questions of Advent  
Mary Lou Redding

January	14–February	11 
Strength to Love  

and Other Writings of 
Martin Luther King Jr.

February	18–March	25 
A Way Other Than Our Own: 

Devotions for Lent  
Walter Brueggemann

April	8–May	20 
More Than Enough:  

Living Abundantly in a  
Culture of Excess  
Lee Hull Moses

huMan resourCes

Welcome Gwen Missouri to the Office Staff

You may have heard a new voice 
on the other end of the telephone 
when calling the church office, or 
you may have noticed a new name 
in your email inbox.  If you have 
visited the church during the 
work week, you may have already 
seen a new smiling face behind 
our central reception desk in 
the Sharp Atrium.  In early June, 
Gwendolyn	 Missouri	 began 
working in the church office as an administrative assistant on a 
temporary basis, coming to us through Adecco Staffing.  We are 
grateful that God has blessed our church family with her presence.

Along with her friendly and positive personality, Gwen brings 
a decades-long background in promotions, public relations, and 
media.  In addition, she possesses experience with social service and 
non-profit organizations.  In the coming months, we hope you will 
get to know Gwen better.  We invite you to read her online profile, 
accessible through the staff directory on the church website, and 
please join us in helping to make Gwen feel at home among us.

Gwen Missouri, Administrative Assistant
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Stephen Ministry Education Series: The Opioid Addiction Crisis

Monday,	October	2,	from	7:00	to	8:30	p.m.

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Stephen Ministry continues to 
sponsor a series of educational opportunities with the upcoming 
presentation of “The Opioid Addiction Crisis: What You Need To 
Know,” on	Monday,	October	2,	from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Join us to hear 
speakers Dr. Mitchell West, Medical Director of Addiction Medicine 
at Allegheny Health Network, and Det. Calvin Kennedy, from the City 
of Pittsburgh Bureau of Police.  To register, please contact the church 
office or sign up in the Sharp Atrium; there is no cost to attend.

remember: Stephen Ministers are available to listen, care, and support those who are dealing with 
stress, loss, or change.  For more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or one of our Stephen 
Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

Care & suPPort

Grief Support Group

Monday,	September	25,	from	7:00	to	9:00	p.m.	in	the	Craig	Room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets periodically 
to discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday,	September	25,	from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief 
counselor and an experienced grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; 
there is no cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more 
information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

Care & suPPort

COMMuNiTY	KiDS	MAC

Appreciation for Valley View’s Freedom Camp

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has a long history of partnering 
with Valley View Presbyterian Church in Garfield.  Under the 
leadership of the Valley View team, Shadyside helped to design and 
implement the arts and crafts portion of their five-week Freedom 
Camp summer program.  Members from SPC volunteer annually 
to work with the children during the camp, and our lives have been 
truly enriched by our neighbors’ young children.  

This summer marked the eighth year we have assisted the counselors 
at Valley View.  From June 20 through July 18, the Community Kids 
Mission Action Community (MAC) spent each Tuesday afternoon 
getting to know the children, sharing stories, and making crafts.  
A collection of thank-you notes from the children is displayed in 
the Sharp Atrium.  Please take a moment to read through their 
expressions of gratitude.

The Community Kids MAC partners with schools, after-school 
programs, and non-profit agencies in Pittsburgh that aid in 
education efforts and the protection of children at risk.  The MAC 
supports these organizations financially, and through recruiting 
volunteers to tutor, serve, and mentor.  To join the efforts of the 
Community Kids MAC, please contact the church office.

FAMilY	MiNiSTRY

God	and	Family	First	 
on	Second	Sundays	 

Sunday, October 8,  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall

disCiPLeshiP

All-Church Retreat

Friday–Saturday,	
October	27–28,	 

at	Crestfield	Camp	and	
Conference	Center	 
in	Slippery	Rock

Praying the Life Cycle: 
Strength for Today,  
Hope for Tomorrow  

Rev. Lisa Nichols Hickman, 
Speaker  

(Brochures available mid-September)
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MuSiC	MiNiSTRY

Appreciation for Dr. Curt Scheib: Thirty Years of Music Ministry

We express our deep appreciation of Dr. Curt Scheib, who retired from 
the Chancel Choir after thirty years of service on Sunday, August 20.  
We thank God for blessing Dr. Scheib with such musical gifts, and 
we thank him for sharing those talents with Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in so many ways — as a chorister, bass soloist, organist, and 
occasional choir conductor.  For many years, he also served on the 
church staff as the Director of the Shadyside Choral Society, a group 
of community singers dedicated to singing sacred repertoire.  In 
addition, Dr. Scheib shouldered the significant responsibilities of 
our music program as the Interim Director of Music — not just once, 
but twice, ensuring seamless transitions in our musical leadership.

Dr. Scheib is a Professor of Music and Voice at Seton Hill University, where he also serves as the Dean of 
Visual and Performing Arts.  He will continue to sing the masterworks of choral literature as a member 
of the professional core of the Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh, the long-standing choral partner of 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra.  Please join us in thanking Curt and in praying for God’s blessings 
upon him in the opportunities that lie ahead.

Dr. Curt Scheib

Music in a Great Space Celebrates 25th Anniversary Season

Musica	Mundana	presents Canticum: Saturday,	September	16,	at	2:00	p.m.	in	the	Chapel

The 25th anniversary season of Music in a Great Space, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s concert series, 
begins with Musica Mundana presenting Canticum, a program including music by J. S. Bach, François 
Couperin, Antonio Vivaldi, Claudio Monteverdi, and more.  Join us on saturday, september 16, at  
2:00 p.m. for an intimate afternoon in the Chapel.  (Seating will be limited.)

Musica Mundana — a duo comprised of Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s own Justin Wallace, 
harpsichord, and Raquel Winnica Young, mezzo-soprano — will be joined by guest artists Elena 
Mullins, soprano, and Patricia Halverson, viola da gamba.  

Much more remains in store for the celebration of the series’ silver anniversary season.  Details and a full 
schedule of concerts are available at	www.shadysidepres.org/migs.	 As part of the silver anniversary 
celebration, there will be no charge for admission to Music in a Great Space concerts throughout the 
2017-2018 season.  Freewill offerings will be accepted and appreciated.  (Please note that co-sponsored 
concerts, such as those presented in partnership with the Pittsburgh Camerata and the Organ Artists 
Series, will require tickets; ticket costs will vary according to the series partner’s pricing schedule.)   
In keeping with the series’ long-standing commitment to mission and outreach, proceeds from each 
Music in a Great Space concert will support five music students attending Hope Academy of Music 
and the Arts, East Liberty Presbyterian Church’s arts education outreach program. Hope Academy 
provides theater, music, and dance programs for young artists from three to nineteen years old.

The Music in a Great Space concert series is a memorial to Lydia Schulze Saul, made possible by a 
generous act of her son, William E. Saul, upon his death in 1995 — a wonderful and lasting legacy.

MusiC in a great sPaCe

Justin Wallace, harpsichord; Raquel Winnica Young, mezzo-soprano; Elena Mullins, soprano; and Patricia Halverson, viola da gamba
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WorshiP & MusiC

Sunday Worship

Sunday,	September	3,	at	11:00	a.m.,	with	Communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday,	September	10,	at	11:00	a.m.,	with	the	 
Recognition	of	Nancy	Shaytar	for	Her	Faithful	Service,	and	the 
Commissioning	of	Christian	Education	Teachers	and	leaders 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching,  
followed by the Potluck Picnic Under the Tent (please see page 1)

sunday, september 17, at 11:00 a.m.,  
with	the	Ordination	and	installation	of	Officers 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, september 24, at 11:00 a.m.

Midweek Vespers

Wednesdays, september 13, 20, and 27, at 7:00 p.m. 
These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  

a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   
This fall, the pastors’ homilies will focus on 1 Corinthians, 

following the daily lectionary.  Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at	www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

CoMMuniCations

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

friday, september 1 
October issue

Monday,	October	2 
November issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

CoMMuniCations

Pulpit Notes

www.shadysidepres.org/blog

Thoughts, Prayers, and 
Devotions from the Pastor
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