
Human ResouRces

Appreciation for the Ministry of Nancy Shaytar

This summer, the Finance 
Office of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church begins a major transition 
as nancy shaytar concludes 
her forty years of service as 
the Director of Finance.  For 
months, the Human Resources 
Committee has worked diligently 
through a search sub-committee 
to identify the candidate who is 
most qualified and best suited 
to follow Nancy, and we anticipate being able to make a hiring 
announcement in the near future.  To ensure a smooth transition, 
Nancy will help to train her successor during an orientation period.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the Lord for Nancy’s faithful service 
among us, and we rejoice with her in the new opportunities that lie 
ahead.  Please join us in praying for God’s blessings upon her, and 
plan to join us on sunday, september 10, as we recognize Nancy’s 
ministry during the service of worship, with an opportunity for 
individual congregation members to express their appreciation to 
her during the potluck picnic following worship. 

In a historical document prepared for the occasion of the church’s 
125th anniversary, the Reverend Dr. F. Morgan Roberts mentioned 
“the organization and stability which our church operation has 
enjoyed because of the thoroughness and integrity of the many 
services rendered by Nancy Shaytar.”  As true as those words were 
when they were written in 1991, they are even more so now, with the 
passage of more than twenty-five years in the life of this church.  

Continued on page 3

HungeR & Homelessness

All-Church Workday

The Hunger and Homelessness 
Mission Action Community 
(MAC) invites you to an all-
church workday, partnering 
with the East End Cooperative 
Ministry (EECM).  We will 
gather in the church kitchen 
immediately following worship 
on sunday, august  20, to 
prepare the meal for the EECM 
shelter dinner, which will 
be served to shelter guests 
on the following evening,  
monday, august 21, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the EECM Community House 
in East Liberty.  For further 
information, you may contact 
Deacon Adam Loucks through 
the church office.  Please sign 
up for this opportunity in the 
Sharp Atrium.

Pirates’ Faith Night

Join us on Thursday, aug. 17, 
at 7:05 p.m. as the Pirates take 
on the St. Louis Cardinals.  
This game is the fifth annual 
Faith Night at PNC Park, when 
the players and coaches gather 
after the game and talk to the 
fans about how their faith has 
affected their lives and careers. 
Tickets are $17 for adults, $13 
for children 12 and under ($55 
maximum per family). Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium or 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

Family minisTRy

Nancy Shaytar, Director of Finance

campus minisTRy

PRISM & SPC Welcome International Students

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will host the 2017 Pittsburgh 
Region International Student Ministries’ (PRISM) “Welcome 
to Pittsburgh” Dinner on Wednesday, august 23, from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  The event includes dinner for 
approximately seventy-five international students and SPC 
volunteers.  We need twenty wonderful people to volunteer to be 
present and welcome these students to our community and our 
church.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium.  For more information, 
please contact Krissy Moehling through the church office.
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Even Here “I am”

This past month marked the tenth anniversary of my father’s death.  
The day was certainly not forgotten by my mother, or by many members 
of my family, if for no other reason than the fact that my father died on 
July 7, 2007 — 07/07/07 — not difficult to remember!  The anniversary of 
his death, and tender moments visiting with my mother by phone recently, 
have served to focus my thoughts on the meaning of life and death and, in 
some manner, sharpened my perspective.

I find great meaning in Nicolas Poussin’s masterpiece, Les bergers d’Arcadie 
(“The Arcadian Shepherds,” pictured below) which captivated me when it was on loan from the Louvre 
to the High Museum of Art in Atlanta.  In this famous allegorical work (commissioned by a cardinal 
who would later become Pope Clement IX), Poussin depicts shepherds in the mythical paradise of 
Arcadia.  The shepherds have encountered a tomb in a land where death is rare, if not unknown.  The 
Latin inscription on the tomb reads “Et in Arcadia ego” (“Even in Arcadia am I”).  Even in paradise, the 
reality of death cannot be denied; there is no escape.

I find God’s reply to Moses very compelling then, as Moses inquires how to respond to the people’s 
questions of who sent him — i.e., what is God’s name?  In Exodus 3:14, we read “God said to Moses, ‘I am 
who I am.’  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ”

In a world besieged by human loss, changing values, and diluted ethical standards, we must not give in 
to the fear of death and grief.  Yes, death will consume every living creature; there is no paradise on this 
side of glory, no elixir, no product, or human relationship that can deny death its due.  But despite the 
ever-present reality of death, who appears and says, “Even here am I,” is the promise of Him whose name 
is “I am.”  

The very name of God describes God’s unchanging and eternal nature.  As the writer of Hebrews makes 
clear, God is the same today as He was yesterday and will be tomorrow.

If you know the grief of loss today; if you know the pain of paradise lost, love forsaken, or death at your 
door, then remember and affirm the hope which belongs to those who believe: God reigns over death 
and grants us His eternal, unchangeable, unquestionable presence, assuring us “I am.”  Paradise is not 
mythical or geographic; it is in a relationship with One who has a name: the Son of God, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who said:

“I am [the Messiah].”  (John 4:25-26)

“I am the bread of life.”  (John 6:35)

“I am the light of the world.”  (John 8:12, 9:5)

“I am from above; . . . not of this world.”  (John 8:23)

“Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was 
born, I am.”  (John 8:58)

“I am the gate for the sheep.”  (John 10:7)

“I am the good shepherd.”  (John 10:11)

“I am the Son of God.”  (John 10:36)

“I am the resurrection and the life.”  (John 11:25)

“. . . so that . . . you may believe that I am.”  (John 13:19)

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  (John 14:6)

“I am the true vine.”  (John 15:1)

“I am [the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One].”  (Mark 14:62)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega.”  (Revelation 1:8)

“I am the first and the last.”  (Revelation 1:17)

May the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — the great “I am” — grant you faith, and comfort you 
this day.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

message FRom THe pasToR

artwork:  Les Bergers d’Arcadie (Et in Arcadia ego), 1637–1638, 
(oil on canvas), Nicolas Poussin (1594–1665), Louvre Museum, 
Paris, France, via Wikimedia Commons (public domain)
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Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.
 Robert George Newton Sr.
 Martha Phillips
 Robert G. Runnette
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missions

Golf Outing “Links” 
Mission & Fellowship

The Golf Outing is your chance 
to socialize with other church 
members, play some golf, and 
have a good meal after a day 
on the course, all while helping 
Hosanna House.  Not a golfer?  
Not a problem!  Come just for 
the raffle and dinner.

What: 18-hole Scramble, 
Raffle, and Buffet Dinner

When: Sat., Sept. 9, with a 
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.

Where: Birdsfoot Golf Club  
in Freeport

cost: $80 for golf, cart, and 
dinner; for dinner only: $15, or  
$7 for a child (10 and under)

Registration forms are due 
sun., aug. 27.  Hole sponsors 
are needed at $150 per hole.  
Angel sponsorship is $1,000.

For details, contact Carla 
Gedman or JoAnn Patross 
through the church office.  Visit 
shadysidepres.org/golf-outing

18th 
Annual

Golf Outing

Human ResouRces

Nancy Shaytar: Forty Years of Faithful Service — cont. from page 1

Joining the church staff in 1977, as Assistant Treasurer under the 
Reverend Dr. Robert Cleveland Holland, Nancy became known to 
almost every member of the church as a friend and trusted guardian 
of the church’s finances.  Following the departure of the church’s 
previous business administrator in 1986, without change of title, 
she became Dr. Roberts’ closest colleague in giving administrative 
attention and advice in almost every department of the church’s 
life.  Because of her personal acquaintance with so many members, 
she was virtually a pastoral associate in matters of management 
and finance.  Recognizing the breadth of her talents and services, 
she received the title of Financial Administrator in January 1989, 
and later assumed the role of Director of Finance, a position which 
she has held for more than two decades.

Nancy is quick to credit her professional longevity to the Lord.  
Through five senior pastorates and multiple capital campaigns, she 
has remained wholeheartedly motivated by God and a love of the 
church.  Her prudent guidance in the church’s finances has been 
not only informed by sound fiscal principles, but also inspired by a 
strong spiritual sense.  

“Members of the various boards have always been helpful and 
supportive,” she adds, “and the congregation has always been 
responsible in their giving.”

Nancy also remembers with gratitude the kindness and support of 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church family, particularly during her 
husband’s recovery from a serious automobile accident in the early 
years of her tenure.  

“I will always cherish the relationships and friendships I have 
enjoyed with both the staff and the congregation throughout the 
time of my employment,” she says.

Over the past four decades, Nancy has been numbered among 
the church’s most trusted staff members.  God has blessed us 
incalculably through her careful stewardship, which has served the 
church well in innumerable ways, both known and unknown.

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.  

Colossians 3:17

“Nancy Shaytar has been the embodiment of this Scripture,” 
says the Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps.  “From the moment of 
my arrival, it became apparent that Nancy was far more than our 
Director of Finance; she was part of the heartbeat of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church,” he observes.

“Her years of dedication have demonstrated not only the highest 
degree of professionalism, but also have extended into the realm of 
personal relationships and care.  The members of this church have 
entrusted Nancy with their personal commitments to our Lord and 
to our beloved church as well as their personal stories,” continues 
Dr. Sharps.  “We offer Nancy our deepest gratitude and devotion for 
her ministry among us these many years!”

september 9, 2017
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A Great Way You Can Help a Friend Who Is Hurting

Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who is going 
through a difficult time?  Here is a great way you can help: tell him 
or her about our Stephen Ministry!  Stephen Ministers are members 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church who have received special training 
to provide high-quality, confidential, one-to-one, Christian care 
to people who are grieving the loss of a loved one, coping with a 
cancer diagnosis, going through a divorce or separation, battling a 
chronic disease (or caring for a spouse or parent who is chronically 
ill), experiencing a great deal of stress, dealing with a pregnancy or 
adoption, facing the loss of a job, becoming an empty-nester — or 
encountering any of countless other life challenges.

Stephen Ministers meet weekly with their care receivers to listen, care, encourage, and provide 
emotional and spiritual support.  (Males are matched with males, and females are matched with 
females.)  The caring relationship lasts for as long as the person needs care.  It is free, and it is a powerful 
way you can help a hurting friend.

To learn how to connect someone you know with a Stephen Minister, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz 
or one of our Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.  Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

caRe & suppoRT

communiTy Kids

News from The Neighborhood Academy

The Neighborhood Academy 
Commencement Exercises and 
16th annual Academy Awards 
took place at Third Presbyterian 
Church on May 18.  After the 
procession, the Reverend Vance 
W. Torbert III, the pastor of 
Third Presbyterian Church, 
welcomed everyone to enjoy 
the celebration.  The President 
of the Neighborhood Academy, 
Mark Kurtzrock, expressed his 
gratitude for all of the support 
the school has received and 
his excitement about all of the 
school’s future plans.  The awards 
were presented to the students in 
grades 8 through 12, who excelled 
in academics, athletics, or the arts.  I presented the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship to 
Diamond Beck, who will attend Indiana University of Pennsylvania in the fall.  Valedictorian Sydney 
Francis shared her top ten tips on how to be a successful Neighborhood Academy student.  

The Reverend Tom Johnson Jr. introduced the speaker, the Reverend Patrice Fowler-Searcy, Associate 
Pastor, East Liberty Presbyterian Church.  With a theme of tenacity and resilience, her speech referred 
to the amazing women in the book and movie, Hidden Figures.  Rev. Fowler-Searcy encouraged the 
graduates to be the change the world is waiting for.  

This year’s graduates are Diamond Beck, Sydney Francis, Cameron Harvey, and Brianna McClendon.  
There are seven 8th graders, twenty-eight 9th graders, nineteen 10th graders, and ten 11th graders.  The 
celebration ended with all of us reciting the Academy Awards prayer and singing the hymn, “God Has 
Smiled on Me.”

Elder Beatrice P. Jones

above: The Neighborhood Academy Class of 2017, including Diamond Beck (far left), 
recipient of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship.
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missions & deacons

Twenty-fourth Strawberry Festival Supports Sojourner House

The Strawberry Festival drew a large crowd 
on Friday, June 9, and raised $2,266 for the 
Sojourner House MOMS program.  God provided 
the sunshine, and a good time was had by all.  We 
thank all those who helped to make the event 
so successful by volunteering, donating baked 
goods, or attending.  We especially thank the 
Board of Deacons for organizing all aspects of 
this great evening of fellowship and fun.

Right: A cake walk winner claims her cupcake prize from Deacon 
Emma Balaan and Rev. Lynn Portz at the Strawberry Festival.  To 
view more photos, please visit the album on the church’s Facebook 
page.  Photo taken by Nick Conti, Imagebox Productions.

missions & music min.

Mission Partner Guests Welcomed for Picnics and Concerts

In June, the Community Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) welcomed two of our mission 
partners for picnics prior to our Music for Midsummer Nights programs.  Guests from Veterans Place 
and Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early Recovery (POWER) enjoyed a delicious dinner 
prepared by Chef Steven Bright and afterward listened to lovely music in our beautiful Sanctuary.  
These concerts provided an excellent opportunity for our church family to practice hospitality.  Our 
mission partners expressed their gratitude for inviting them and for the church’s support.

Deacon Lisa Iadicicco

cHildRen’s minisTRy

Vacation Bible School Thanks

From June 26 to 30, our Vacation Bible School welcomed ninety children from our church, nursery 
school, and community families for a fun and educational week exploring the season of Lent and the 
events of Holy Week. On our journey toward Easter, we also were joined by children and families from 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church, our sister congregation which is currently undergoing renovations. 
More than forty adult volunteers, in addition to forty junior counselors, helped throughout the week. 
Thank you to the children, parents, staff, volunteers, grandparents, and caregivers who participated 
and celebrated the joy of the Resurrection with us.  

Ellen L. Allston, Director of Christian Education for Children’s Ministry

disciplesHip

Save the Date and Plan to Attend the All-Church Retreat

Friday–saturday, october 27–28, at crestfield camp and conference center

You are invited to attend our fall retreat — a time of fun, fellowship, contemplation, and spiritual  
growth in a natural setting embodying the beauty of God’s creation.    Please join us for the evening of  
Friday, october 27, through the afternoon of saturday, october 28, at Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center, located just an hour’s drive north in Slippery Rock.  Together, we will explore the theme  
“Praying the Life Cycle: Strength for Today, Hope for Tomorrow.”  

Speaking at the retreat will be the Reverend Lisa Nichols Hickman, a Presbyterian pastor and writer.  
Rev. Hickman serves at First Presbyterian Church of Sharon, Pennsylvania, as director of pastoral care 
and adult formation.  She also is a doctoral candidate in theology at Duquesne University.  Previously, 
she served New Wilmington Presbyterian Church in New Wilmington, Pennsylvania.  An adjunct 
teacher at Westminster College in the Religion Department, Rev. Hickman is the author of Writing in 
the Margins: Connecting with God on the Pages of Your Bible and Mercy & Melons: Praying the Alphabet.  
She writes regularly for Faith and Leadership online magazine as well as its “Call and Response” blog. 
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WoRsHip & music

Sunday Worship
sunday, august 6, at 11:00 a.m., with communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, august 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

sunday, august 20, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, august 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on Wednesday, september 13.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

communicaTions

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Tuesday, august 1 
September issue

Friday, september 1 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

Acolyte Training

On sunday, august 20, youth interested in serving as acolytes will 
meet in the Sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. for a half-hour training session.  
Acolytes help during worship by lighting candles, carrying the 
Bible, and assisting with baptisms.  For more information, please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson through the church office.

youTH & WoRsHip

communicaTions

Pulpit Notes

www.shadysidepres.org/blog

Thoughts, Prayers, and 
Devotions from the Pastor
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