
Missions & Fellowship

A “Berry” Good Time for a Good Cause

Twenty-fourth Annual strawberry Festival on Friday, June 9, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

The 24th annual Shadyside Presbyterian Church Strawberry Festival 
will be held on Friday, June 9, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  SPC will host 
a traditional evening of fun, games, and delicious food to celebrate 
the impending arrival of summer and support one of our mission 
partners, Sojourner House.

Menu items will include fresh strawberries, ice cream, strawberry 
shortcake, grilled hot dogs, chips, pasta salad, tossed salad, and 
beverages.  Baked goods also will be available for purchase.  Activities 
will include games on the McClintock Lawn with prizes for everyone, 
children’s crafts, balloons, and face painting.  (In the event of rain, 
the festivities will move indoors.)  There is no charge for admission; crafts and the cakewalk are free.  
Tickets for refreshments and other activities will be available for purchase.  Baked goods may be 
purchased with cash.  All proceeds from the festival’s activities will benefit Sojourner House.

Above: Deacon Sheila Blumer paints faces 
during the 2016 Strawberry Festival.

New Officers Presented for Election

At the annual meetings of the corporation and congregation in May, the following individuals were 
nominated for election as officers of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

elders: Niquelle T. Abdul-Malak, John E. B. Baldridge, Conrad E. Bricker, Frederick W. Brooke IV, 
Donald P. Coffelt Jr., Brigetta P. Del Re, Marilyn H. Fitzsimmons, Jason M. Huber, and Victoria L. Potter.

Deacons: Tamika Barrett, Sarah H. Datt, Luke A. Diel, Alexis McCune Secosky, Corinne M. Nunez, 
Ann E. Pauley, and Laura B. Vondas.

Trustees: H. Daniel Cessna, Roy G. Dorrance III, Herold S. Hannah Jr., and Theresa A. Malmstrom.

2018 Representative nominating Committee Members: Sara G. Brooke, Connie K. Coffelt,  
Carla M. Gedman, Richard H. Malmstrom, and Suzanne B. Potter.

Please support these leaders through prayer and encouragement.  Profiles of first-term officers appear 
on the following pages: Elders, pages 3 and 7; Deacons, page 4; Trustees, page 6.

We also recognize those officers who are retiring from their positions: Elders David R. Anthony, 
Thomas T. Frampton, James S. Kissel, and Robert B. Reppe; Deacons David L. Buchter, Vicki J. Cherney, 
Seung-il Huh, and Paul J. Urban; and Trustees Mark G. Allston and John R. Price.  Thank you all for your 
years of faithful service.

new oFFiCeRs

Ice Cream Social

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites you to an ice cream social after worship on sunday, June 4.  
Please help us greet the summer season by enjoying ice cream and fellowship with us!
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Real Love

Following every Sunday worship service growing up, my family would sit 
around the dinner table and critique the pastor’s sermon.  This tradition 
continued even as my children entered their mid-teens despite my 
attempts to change the subject.  Funny, the tradition of critiquing the 
minister’s sermon just somehow meant more to me growing up!

One of the helpful points made at our dinner table one Sunday was how 
confused people are today concerning true love.  It reminds me of an 
unmarried psychology professor who would scold his neighbors for 
spanking their children.  He would say, “You should love your children, not punish them.”  Well, one 
day after spending hours pouring a new concrete sidewalk, the professor was outraged to see a young 
boy writing his name in the cement.  He ran over and started to grab the boy when a neighbor rushed 
out the door and yelled, “Remember now, professor, love the children, don’t punish them.”  But the 
professor shouted back, “Yes, I love him in the abstract, but not in the concrete!”

Love is so misunderstood in our world today.  We love everything!  We love our spouses, our children, 
our parents, and our pets. But we also love our new carpet, our new desk or office, or the color of 
someone’s hair. 

Despite the excessive use of the word love, however, most of us realize that real love is not that common.  
We live in an age of broken marriages and disposable children.  We live in an age when relationships 
are sustained only as long as they make us feel good, an age when basic human decency and respect for 
others is the exception rather than the norm.  And in this kind of world, some people are left to ask, 
“How can we possibly know what real love is like?”

Disciples of Christ know what real love is all about by looking to our Lord Jesus Christ.  I like what John 
the Evangelist wrote about Christ in one of his pastoral letters to several churches, “We know love by 
this, that He laid down His life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.”  (1 John 3:16)

Christ-like love is a love that focuses not on self, but on the welfare of others.  It is a sacrificial love that 
is willing to pay the ultimate price for another.

Perhaps we overuse the word love, for real love often has a price — a price we must be willing to pay to 
witness to a love greater than our own: the love of God made known in Jesus Christ.

Let us all examine our individual understanding and practice of love, and let Jesus’ sacrificial love be 
our guide.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAge FRoM The pAsToR

Session Approves Sabbatical for Rev. Todd Leach

Upon the recommendation of the Human Resources Committee, the 
Session has approved a three-month sabbatical for Rev. Todd E. Leach, who 
has spent nine years as our Associate Pastor for Missions, to develop his 
pastoral skills as he continues to lead the mission efforts of our church.  
The time afforded by this sabbatical will allow Rev. Leach to research and 
write a curriculum for a mission study series, to be implemented during 
the 2017-2018 program year.  In order to minimize the impact on our 
mission program year, Rev. Leach has carefully timed the sabbatical to be 
taken during the summer from June 12 through september 16, though 
Rev. Leach wishes to participate in worship on sunday, september 10, and he also is committed to 
leading the Mars Hill mission trip, as he has in the past, from July 9 through 15.  

“I continue to value and embrace the call I have to Shadyside Presbyterian Church,” affirms Rev. Leach.  
“I look forward to being restored, re-energized, and better equipped as I return to lead our mission 
efforts, both near and far.”

huMAn ResouRCes



Appreciation for the Ministries of Brytani Clifton and Rebecca Reeder

On Sunday, May 28, we recognized the ministries 
of our Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO)  
co-workers Brytani Clifton and Rebecca Reeder, 
who both concluded their tenures with Shadyside’s 
Campus Ministry with the spring semester’s end. 

As announced in the May issue of the Mouse, 
Rebecca has transitioned out of her position 
to enroll full-time at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary this fall.  In the past six years while she 
served as our CCO co-worker at Carnegie Mellon 
University (CMU), Rebecca has immersed herself 
fully in the life of the church.  In addition, Rebecca is currently under the care of our Session as an 
Inquirer, and she will be discerning her call to ordained ministry while she is in seminary.

Though Brytani Clifton’s time with us has been short, she has been a steady presence on Chatham’s 
campus and has been an asset to our staff since joining our team.  Brytani’s husband, Ben, has completed 
his graduate studies and is seeking a teaching position which likely will require them to relocate.

We give thanks to God for their faithful service among us, and we rejoice with them in the new 
opportunities that lie ahead.  Please join us in praying for God’s blessings upon both Brytani and Becca.

CAMpus MinisTRy
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Above:  Brytani Clifton and Rebecca Reeder

session

New Elders

Originally from Chautauqua County, New York, John Baldridge and his 
wife, Tricia, became members of Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) in  
2011.  Since then, their children, John Gregory and Elizabeth Grace, have 
been baptized at SPC.  For most of his career as a senior creative consultant, 
John focused on design, marketing, and communication strategy for 
global technology companies.  Currently employed with Carnegie 
Mellon University (CMU), he handles digital marketing for the college 
of engineering and works remotely with CMU Silicon Valley.  In addition 
to his full-time career, he also is the founder of Twelve14 Studios, an 

independent design studio; he serves on the board of directors for the Noah Angelici Hope Foundation 
and has served as a team leader for the Upstate New York Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society.  Through SPC, John has served on the Mars Hill mission trip to North Carolina as well as locally 
while working on the Garfield Community Farm.  He has raised funds for Open Hand Ministries while 
running on one of the church’s teams for the Pittsburgh Marathon (relay and half-marathon).  He also 
enjoys serving as an usher.  “I accepted the call to serve for many reasons, but foremost, to help reflect 
the light of Jesus Christ back into our dark and troubled world,” says John.  “Serving as an elder, I hope to 
strengthen and nurture the faith and life of the congregation, especially SPC’s young families.”

Conrad Bricker began attending the adult Christian education classes at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in the fall of 2003 and became a member in January 
2004.  The youngest of seven children, Conrad was born and raised in Pittsburgh 
with his three older brothers and three older sisters.  After being educated in 
the Catholic parochial school system, he attended college in Pittsburgh, and he 
has lived in Mt. Washington for more than twenty-five years.  A self-employed  
certified public accountant, Conrad lent his professional expertise to former 
Director of Christian Education and church member Anne Camp as she and 
other church educators developed a web-based Christian education curriculum 
community and established its status as a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.  Additionally, he has served 
SPC and the Music in a Great Space concert series as an usher and volunteer.  Of his decision to serve as 
an elder, Conrad says, “I feel my journey being re-directed toward the church.”

Continued on page 7
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new MeMBeRs

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members

We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received on 
April 30:

Jackie Cain
Suzanne W. Hershey
Benjamin J. Howard
Molly R. Howard
Alexander W. Sulkowski

BoARD oF DeACons

New Deacons

A teacher in Pittsburgh Public Schools, Tamika Barrett is completing a 
Ph.D. in Instruction and Learning: Language, Literacy, and Culture at the 
University of Pittsburgh’s School of Education.  Tamika joined Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2015; previously, she was a member of 
North Oaks Church of Christ in Santa Clarita, California.  A member 
of the Adult Christian Education Committee, she led a Sunday morning 
topical book study session and serves on the Scharfe Scholarship Selection 
Committee.  In addition, Tamika has engaged with many of the church’s 
mission partners, including the Foundation of HOPE, Sojourner House, 
and POWER.  She also regularly serves meals at East End Cooperative Ministry’s Emergency Shelter 
and distributes food with the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.  “I found SPC at a time when 
I was feeling extremely overwhelmed and alone.  The church provided many and varied opportunities 
to learn, fellowship, and serve that carried me through a troubled time,”  Tamika says.  “Because I 
appreciate and value the programs and services SPC provides, I feel compelled to give of myself in a way 
that helps to sustain SPC’s manifestation of God’s work in Pittsburgh.”

luke Diel is a student at Mars Area High School, where he is a National 
Honor Society scholar and the head of public relations for the Mars 
High School Future Business Leaders of America chapter.  Luke joined 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2015 when he was confirmed 
after completing the year-long confirmation process.  In addition to 
attending Shadyside Presbyterian Youth Sundays (SPYS), our youth 
group, he has participated in our intergenerational summer mission 
trip to Mars Hill, North Carolina, and has served meals at East End 
Cooperative Ministry’s Emergency Shelter.  “I love this church and its 

mission,” says Luke.  “I feel this is the next step in my faith to serve as a leader.”

Corinne nunez grew up attending Catholic mass in Maryland, but chose 
to become Presbyterian when she moved to Pittsburgh, joining Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC) in 2012.  Since becoming a member of SPC, 
Corinne has worked with the four- and five-year-olds in our Children’s 
Ministry program during the worship hour.  She also volunteers through 
the Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC), and 
she has been involved with the Pittsburgh Marathon Relay Task Force 
for SPC, as well.  “I actually felt God calling me to serve in a more formal 
capacity, and so I prayed about a new opportunity,” explains Corinne.  
“Then I received my nomination to serve as a deacon!  I was so humbled and thankful.”  Corinne is a 
biology and anatomy teacher at Propel Braddock Hills High School.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
running, swimming, and cooking.

EECM Food Pantry Summer Collection

The East End Cooperative Ministry’s Food Pantry is experiencing an 
increase in food requests.  The Hunger and Homelessness Mission 
Action Community (MAC) invites members and friends to donate 
non-perishable food items for our June food collection.  Bags will 
be distributed after worship on June 4 and 11.  A list of suggested 
donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected 
on sunday, June 18.  If you are unable to attend the service, you are 
welcome to participate by bringing your bag to the church office 
during the week before June 18.  Additional questions may be 
directed to any member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC or 
to the church office.

hungeR & hoMelessness
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Freedom Camp

The Community Kids Mission 
Action Community (MAC) 
needs volunteers to assist 
the children at Valley View 
Presbyterian Church (Garfield) 
with their art and craft projects 
on Tuesday afternoons from 
12:45 to 2:30 p.m., June 20 
through July 18.  You may 
volunteer for one Tuesday or for 
as many as you are able.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium 
or contact Susan Thomson 
through the church office.

CoMMuniTy KiDs MAC

Pirates’ Faith Night

Join us on Thursday, Aug. 17, 
at 7:05 p.m. as the Pirates take 
on the St. Louis Cardinals.  
This game is the fifth annual 
Faith Night at PNC Park, when 
the players and coaches gather 
after the game and talk to the 
fans about how their faith has 
affected their lives and careers. 
Tickets are $17 for adults, $13 
for children 12 and under ($55 
maximum per family). Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium or 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

FAMily MinisTRy

Sojourner House 
Recognizes Volunteers

On April 23, during Sojourner 
House’s 13th Annual Victorian 
Tea at Pittsburgh’s Grand Hall 
at the Priory, Ann Brooks was 
honored with the Pearl of Hope 
Award.  Given each year at this 
“friend-raiser” event, the award 
recognizes a volunteer who has 
made a difference in the lives 
of Sojourner House families.  
For the past seven years, Ann 
has been directly providing our 
mission partner’s mothers and 
children with basic needs, such 
as clothing, shoes, and coats.  
She also organizes a monthly 
Bingo game and brings prizes 
and good cheer for the families.  

On April 12, Sojourner House 
also held its annual volunteer 
recognition event to thank 
all of the volunteers who have 
given of their time, effort, and 
compassion so generously.

AMong ouR people

Pearl of Hope Honoree Ann Brooks

Above:  At the Sojourner House volunteer 
celebration, Della Ellard displays one of 
the blankets she prayerfully, lovingly crafts 
for each baby born at Sojourner House.

Kendra Buckwalter Smith Ordained

On April 30, the Pittsburgh Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) ordained Kendra Buckwalter smith in the Sanctuary of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church as the worship coordinator of 
the chapel program at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS).  In 
addition to Rev. Todd Leach and Rev. Lynn Portz, participants 
included Elders Nathaniel Hunter and Percy Jackson, Rev. Gavin 
Walton, members of the Chancel Choir of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, and Rev. Dr. Edwin van Driel, PTS professor of theology 
and Kendra’s adviser for her master of sacred theology project.  
We rejoice with Kendra and the PTS community as they celebrate 
the beginning of Kendra’s 
ministry as Minister of Word 
and Sacrament.  We thank God 
for the blessing Kendra has been 
— and continues to be — to our 
congregation since 2004, and 
for calling Kendra to service 
amongst us in Pittsburgh.  Please 
join us in praying for God’s 
abundant blessings upon Kendra 
and her husband Garret.

woRship & MusiC

Above:  Teaching and ruling elders participate in the laying on of hands during the service 
of ordination for Kendra Buckwalter Smith (kneeling, center). Photo by Christopher Ruth.

Above:  The Reverend Dr. Edwin van Driel 
and the Reverend Kendra Buckwalter Smith.  
Photo by Christopher Ruth.
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Real People Who Really Cared

“I gave up on church twenty years ago,” said Andy.  “I wasn’t getting anything 
out of it, and nobody even noticed when I stopped going.

“So when my neighbor told me about Stephen Ministry, I was resistant.  The 
last thing I needed after a triple bypass was someone trying to guilt me into 
going to church again.  But my neighbor explained that a Stephen Minister’s 
role was to listen and care — not to tell me what I should think or feel or do — 
so I decided to give it a try.  My Stephen Minister talked a little but listened  
to me a lot.  And he showed an unconditional concern for me that I had never experienced before.

“When I was well enough to get around, I tried church again.  I found it different from what I 
remembered.  The people were genuine — real people who really were glad to see me.  I began to see there 
really was a God who cared for me.” 

If you, a family member, or friend could benefit from a non-judgmental, confidential Stephen Minister 
to listen to you, support you, and pray with and for you, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or one of our  
Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

CARe & suppoRT

BoARD oF TRusTees

New Trustees

A native of Pittsburgh, Roy Dorrance is a lifelong member of the church.  
Roy holds a bachelor’s degree from MIT and a master’s degree from CMU.  
Now retired, his career with United States Steel Corporation spanned 
thirty-six years, beginning in steel operations and continuing in a variety 
of positions in the operating, commercial, financial, international, 
and engineering departments.  Roy currently serves on the advisory 
board of Brother’s Brother Foundation, and, in the past, has served on 
the boards of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Museums of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Symphony, Our Clubhouse (providing support to 
families affected by cancer), Winchester Thurston School, and the Coalition for Christian Outreach.   
In addition, Roy has served the church as a deacon in the past, and has served two prior terms as a 
trustee.  He and his wife, Susie (pictured above, right), who is also a member of the church and ordained 
as an elder, have three daughters: Emily (deceased), Abby, and Molly.  

Theresa Malmstrom has been a member of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church (SPC) for twelve years, during which time Teri served two terms 
as an elder and also served on the Stewardship Committee for several 
years, including as the chair.  She and her husband, Rick, found their way 
to SPC through Rick’s involvement with the Neighborhood Academy.  
With a BA in economics from the University of Pennsylvania and a JD 
from the University of Pittsburgh, Teri works in regional management at 
PNC, where she oversees all employees who provide estate and financial 
planning services to clients in the western half of Pennsylvania.  After 

several prayerful months last year, Teri felt she was being led toward the non-profit sector but was 
unable to make the transition at that time.  Not long after, she was approached about joining SPC’s 
Board of Trustees, and, through it, the Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation Board.  “It seemed like a pretty clear 
message from above that this is where I am supposed to channel those energies along with my love for 
the church,” she observes.  Teri and Rick live in Squirrel Hill with their daughters, Kate and Lara.  

youTh MinisTRy

Congratulations to Our Graduating High School Youth

This spring, Austin Fisher graduates from Fox Chapel High School.  As the body of Christ, it is moments 
like these when we rejoice with one another, so please take a moment to congratulate our graduate on his 
achievements and remember him in your prayers as he transitions to the next chapter of his education. 
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Culinary Classes: Summer Nights on the Grill
Tie on an apron and join Chef Steven Bright in the kitchen for one of two hands-on cooking classes 
on Tuesday, June 13, or Thursday, June 15, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Chef Bright will share his secrets 
for sizzling and sensational “Summer Nights on the Grill,” including ribeye steak with lime guacamole 
butter, shrimp with mojo sauce, potato cauliflower salad with dill, marinated asparagus with roasted 
corn and red peppers, and, for dessert, chilled watermelon with balsamic reduction and vanilla ice 
cream.  After we create these delicious recipes, we will enjoy them together while dining with classmates.  
Classes will be limited to groups of six in teams of two.  Cost for the class is $15 per person.  Please wear 
comfortable closed-toe shoes and tie back long hair.  Bring your favorite apron, and let’s get cooking!  
Register by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or contacting the church office.

pARish liFe

session

New Elders — continued from page 3

A member of Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) for thirty-four years,  
Frederick Brooke iV has served previously as both an elder and a deacon.  
In the past, Ted also taught Christian Education classes and chaired the 
Christian Education Children’s Ministry Committee; additionally, he 
has served on the Stewardship, Representative Nominating, and Budget 
and Finance Committees.  Multiple mission partners have benefitted 
from Ted’s support over the years — including Open Hand Ministries, 
EECM, and Habitat for Humanity — and he has participated in the Mars 
Hill mission trip four times.  When he is not ushering, you can typically 
find Ted in the pews on the lectern side of the Sanctuary near the front.  These are the same pews where 
George Lockhart welcomed Ted as a first-time visitor in 1982 and where he met his wife, Sara, in 1991.  
They have three children, all of whom were cared for in the SPC nursery by Sonja Lipski and her team, 
progressed through Sunday School, and participated regularly in SPYS (our youth group).  “I accepted 
this call in hopes of being able to give back to Shadyside, which has cared for me in so many ways during 
times of joy and stress throughout my adult life,” says Ted.

Victoria potter joined Shadyside Presbyterian Church (SPC) along with 
her husband Dan in 2009.  “From our first day here,” says Vicki, “we felt 
welcomed and knew that it was a place where we would feel at home.”   
Soon thereafter, they devoted themselves wholeheartedly to working 
with SPC’s Campus Ministry Mission Action Community (MAC), which 
Vicki eventually went on to lead as chairperson.  “The Campus Ministry 
is a passion for both of us,” she explains, “as it allows us to have an impact 
on young adults who are still trying to find their way in life.”  Vicki’s 
additional committee work includes serving on the Mission and Urban 

Ministry Team, the Representative Nominating Committee, and the Christian Education Children’s 
Ministry Committee.  In the years since becoming members, Vicki and Dan, who is ordained as a 
deacon, have welcomed two young children to their family: Brooklyn and Hudson.  “It means a great 
deal to us that our children will be raised in such a loving and caring church community,” she says.

Confirmands 2017: (from left) Audrey 
Werling, Quinn Reppe, Lara Malmstrom 
(front), Nathan Boyle, Grace Coffelt 
(front), John Price, and Daniel Branstetter.

Welcome to  
Our Confirmands
Seven youth were confirmed 
in worship on Sunday, May 14.  
Please join us in welcoming 
them to our church family!

youTh MinisTRy
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woRship & MusiC

Sunday Worship
pentecost: sunday, June 4, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, June 11, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

sunday, June 18, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

sunday, June 25, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

sunday, July 2, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 9, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 16, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, July 30, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on wednesday, september 13.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

CoMMuniCATions

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, July 3 
August issue

Tuesday, August 1 
September issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

MusiC MinisTRy

www.shadysidepres.org
wednesdays in June at 7:00 p.m.

Music for 
Midsummer Nights

Chatham Baroque  
(Photograph: Alan Adams)
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