
Worship, Missions, and FelloWship

Pittsburgh Marathon: “A Just Run” on May 7

2017 Marathon relay runners:  Preparing for “A Just Run” are (from left to right) 
Matthew Geary, Niquelle Abdul-Malak, Katie Geary, Brenden Van Buren, Benjamin 
Cowley, David Abdul-Malak, Brock Glasgo, Michael Schwerin, Geoffrey Arnold,  
Bob Reppe, Abigail Eagleson, Jason Huber, Rebecca Dick, and David Kuhn.  (Not pictured: 
John and Tricia Baldridge, Jane and Mark Boyle, Don Coffelt, Rob Ferguson, Jamie 
Piotrowski, Adria Reutzel, Wes Rohrer, Carey Vinson, Marc Wallace, and Rebecca Young.)

Twenty-two members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church are preparing for “A Just Run” in the Pittsburgh Marathon 
on sunday, May 7.  The entire church is invited to run alongside 
them in a number of exciting ways: 

• show Your support:  This year, we are again honored to run 
with our local mission partner, Open Hand Ministries (OHM).  
To support our runners financially, visit their Crowdrise pages 
at www.crowdrise.com/openhandministriespitt2017.

• eat dinner: Friday, May 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  
Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carb-
loading pasta party.  RSVP no later than sunday, april 30.

• slice oranges: saturday, May 6, at 1:00 p.m. in the Kitchen.  
Volunteer to cut oranges the day before the race by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.

• Be a Fan: sunday, May 7, from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the 
corner of amberson and Fifth avenues.  Volunteer to cheer 
on runners and hand out orange slices to them as they all try to 
run the race with perseverance.

• Worship: sunday, May 7, at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.   
Due to the church’s location within the marathon route, our 
service of worship moves from the morning to the afternoon, 
when the Reverend John F. Magnuson will preach.  The service 
will include Communion served by intinction.  (There will be 
no worship at 11:00 a.m. and no Christian Education classes at 
9:30 a.m.  Nursery care will be provided during the service.)

Worship & Youth Min.

Confirmation
Please join us in welcoming 
our newest confirmation class! 
Our seven confirmands will be 
confirmed during worship on 
sunday, May 14.  Since August, 
these youth have gathered 
regularly as a group and met 
with their wonderful mentors, 
discussing faith and their lives 
in the church.

Nathan Boyle, mentored by 
Carey Vinson 

John Price, mentored by  
Roy Dorrance

Quinn Reppe, mentored by 
Dick Potter

Daniel Branstetter, mentored 
by Peter Freymark

Lara Malmstrom, mentored 
by Katherine Ey

Audrey Werling, mentored 
by Alease Johnson

Grace Coffelt, mentored by 
Beatrice Jones

Missions & FelloWship

Farmer’s Market and 
Franktuary Food Truck
On sunday, May 28, enjoy 
an outdoor time of fellowship 
as we are joined by Garfield 
Community Farm’s Mobile 
Market and Franktuary’s food 
truck.  Our mission partner 
Garfield Farm will sell plants to 
start your summer garden, and 
Franktuary will sell hot dogs, 
fries, and more for lunch.  Please 
bring a friend and stay after 
worship for fellowship outside!
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A Spirit of Power, of Love, and of Self-Discipline

The second Sunday in May is a day many people pause to remember or 
honor their mothers.  With this in mind, I would like to share a scene I 
witnessed that would make any mother proud.  A harried mother was 
herding five children, with the youngest in her arms, through a busy mall.  
Just finishing a call on her cell phone, she directed the children to take the 
down escalator to the lower level of stores.  The first three children filed 
obediently onto the moving escalator with no issue, but the fourth child 
froze in his tracks at the top.  This four- or five-year-old stared at the first 
few feet of the descending steps for several seconds.  Then, shaking his head 
slowly from left to right, he backed up under the legs of his mother, who quickly struggled to keep her 
balance as she clutched the baby and several packages.  The situation rapidly became desperate, with a 
crowd beginning to gather behind them.  Fortunately, an alert older brother, looking up the moving 
stairs, bounded back up the steps two or three at a time. 

It was his reaction to his younger brother that truly impressed me.  When the elder brother reached 
him, he did not grab his sibling or pick him up, but instead, marching in place on the moving steps, 
he offered his hand to his baby brother.  It was a beautiful sight to witness as the frightened younger 
brother, flashing an all-too-brief smile, took the hand of his older brother and stepped out in faith.

This obviously fatigued mother could take great pride in her young children, who displayed a spirit of 
love, trust, and self-discipline.  Without even knowing this mother or her family, I am certain there are 
moments when the strain of family life puts them to the test.  But in this brief encounter, I witnessed 
among them a spirit that I would pray for all children of God to receive. 

In 2 Timothy 1:7 we read these words of encouragement: “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 
a spirit of power, of love, and of self-discipline.”  These are the qualities I would pray for all children of 
God to receive: gifts of the Spirit that would enable us to see our brothers and sisters in need everywhere; 
love and courage to respond; and self-discipline not to overpower others with arrogance and pride.  It 
may often seem as if we are marching in place and making no progress with our brothers and sisters, 
but it is an outstretched hand, our faith in God’s Spirit to help discern what is true, and the trust we 
can mutually extend that will enable them — and us — to step forward in faith.  It is the Holy Spirit that 
empowers acts of Christian witness and growth for all people living in community.

The older I become, the more I pray for wisdom and spiritual discernment.  There are many steps for us 
to climb as children of God.  May God make me loving, bold, and self-disciplined to know when to take a 
hand, and when to offer mine.  Perhaps this is the best way to honor my mother and my Lord, Jesus Christ.

I believe we truly can make a difference in this community and world — especially when we remain 
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit: seeing others not as powerless, fearful, and incompetent, but as 
our brothers and sisters, who — like us — desire a hand of Christian love, fellowship, and partnership.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

Message FroM the pastor

deaconsin MeMoriaM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 Hazel M. Goodman

 Constance B. Knuth

 Momoko H. Mills

Save the Date and Sign Up to Help:  
Strawberry Festival on June 9

Sponsored by the Board of Deacons, the  
24th Annual Strawberry Festival occurs on  
Friday, June 9, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and  
benefits Sojourner House, one of our local  
mission partners.  This community event offers  
fun, food, and entertainment for the whole family.   
We are seeking volunteers to help staff the event,  
in addition to donations for the bake sale.  Please sign up for these 
opportunities in the Sharp Atrium or contact the church office.
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children’s MinistrY

Music for Midsummer Nights: A Mini-Series of Midweek Concerts

Wednesdays in June, at 7:00 p.m.

At the conclusion of its 24th season, Music in a Great Space invites you to join us for a series of delightful 
concerts on Wednesday evenings in June.  Please visit www.shadysidepres.org for details.

• Wednesday, June 7:   Chandos Anthems, by George Frideric Handel —  
The Pittsburgh Camerata and Chatham Baroque 
Tickets: $15; $10 for seniors (60 and older).  Student tickets free with valid I.D.

    Available for purchase through the Shadyside Presbyterian Church office.

• Wednesday, June 14:   The Steel City Men’s Chorale  
No charge for admission; a freewill offering will be received.

• Wednesday, June 21:   A Chorus Divided: Music for Double Choir — The Pittsburgh Camerata 
Tickets: $20 in advance; $25 at the door; $5 for students with valid I.D.  

    Available for purchase online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org

• Wednesday, June 28:   Raquel Winnica Young, mezzo-soprano, and Scott Pauley, theorbo 
No charge for admission; a freewill offering will be received. 

Music in a great space

Music for Midsummer nights:  Above left:  Raquel Winnica Young (photograph by Heather Mull).  Above right: Chatham Baroque: 
Patricia Halverson, Andrew Fouts, and Scott Pauley (photograph by Laila Archuleta).

Vacation Bible School – F.R.O.G.: Fully Rely on God
Vacation Bible School is designed as an intergenerational event.  We need learners and leaders of all ages 
to make this fun and exciting event possible.  There are so many ways you can participate: preparing 
materials in advance of VBS, leading a craft or activity center, welcoming folks at arrival time, or 
helping with lunch.

•	 Where	and	when?
 Shadyside Presbyterian Church
 June 26-30, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 Friday afternoon celebration with families

•	 Who?
 Our campers are 4-year-olds through rising 3rd graders.
 Our junior counselors are rising 4th graders through rising 6th graders.
 Our senior counselors are rising 7th graders through adults.

The deadline to register is Friday, June 2.  Registration is limited to seventy-five campers, so please 
register early.  Cost is $50 per child or $90 per family, but liberal scholarships are available.  Registration 
forms are available online through the church website.  Want to help with Vacation Bible School?  We 
need your help whether you are able to share only one hour or a whole week with us.  Please contact 
Director of Christian Education Ellen Allston: 412-682-4300, ext. 119, or eallston@shadysidepres.org.

Image © iStock.com/Bluberries
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Stephen Ministry by the Numbers

Stephen Ministry was established 42 years ago to provide 1:1 
Christian care to those going through difficult times.  More than 
12,000 congregations worldwide are enrolled in Stephen Ministry.  
More than 70,000 pastors and lay leaders have attended a leader’s 
training course, and more than 600,000 individuals have been 
trained as Stephen Ministers.

Stephen Ministry programs are present in all 50 states, 10 Canadian 
provinces, and 29 other countries; 170 Christian denominations are 
represented.  Millions of people have been helped by the presence of a 
Stephen Minister in their lives. 

If you, a family member, or friend could benefit from a non-judgmental, confidential Stephen Minister 
to listen to you, support you, and pray with and for you, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or one of our 
Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

care & support

discipleship

Missions

Off the Floor Pittsburgh Seeks Team Leader and Volunteers

Off the Floor Pittsburgh is the furniture bank of southwestern Pennsylvania and is supported by 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church through the Community Partnerships Mission Action Community 
(MAC).  Shadyside is one of several churches supporting the organization financially; a volunteer 
furniture delivery team is needed to collect and distribute furniture throughout the greater Pittsburgh 
area on at least one Saturday morning each month, possibly more often.  A team leader is needed to 
organize and recruit other Shadyside volunteers.  Furniture is transported in the truck, but the 
volunteers need their own transportation.  Typically, young adults and college students have been 
willing to volunteer in this way.  Off the Floor Pittsburgh needs as many team members as possible.

This opportunity is about more than hauling around bedframes, 
couches, and tables; it also includes ministering to the recipients of the 
furniture — distributing Bibles, praying for the recipients, blessing 
their home.  Sometimes, they just need to know that someone cares.

As a former volunteer for Off the Floor Pittsburgh, I experienced 
a wonderful opportunity in developing relationships with other 
volunteers on the team when I first joined the church.  As a newcomer 
to Pittsburgh, and a sheltered, suburban girl, I was exposed to the 
lower-income, poverty-stricken sides of the city, and gained a new 
level of appreciation for what I have.  As a shy person, I gradually 
developed better conversation skills by talking with the recipients —  
many of whom ministered to us volunteers in a profound and 
meaningful way.  I never knew what to expect, but I always walked 
away thanking God.

I am currently unable to serve on a team due to being a stay-at-home mom to a toddler and am expecting 
another baby in June, but I will continue to pray that the Lord will raise up a new Off the Floor delivery 
team from Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  For more information on the needs of Off the Floor, please 
contact Rev. Todd Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions.

Leslie H. Bake

off the Floor pittsburgh volunteers 
make furniture deliveries.  Pictured in 
this photograph from February 2012 are 
Michael Vetovich, Denise Posluszny, Leslie 
and William Bake, and Michael Lipschultz.

· · · · · · · · · ·   Book Studies Continuing This Month  ······· · · ·
topical Book study: Writing in the Margins: Connecting with God on the Pages of Your Bible, led by 

G. Luke Chwala and Deacon Laura Vondas on Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the Chapel, through May 28 
Young adult study: The Wired Soul, on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Stamy Room, through June 8
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Mission Dinner: POWER

Wednesday, May 10, at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall

The mission of Pennsylvania Organization for Women in Early 
Recovery (POWER) is to help women reclaim their lives from the 
disease of addiction to alcohol and other drugs, and to reduce the 
incidence of addiction in future generations.  POWER equips 
women struggling with addiction to embrace the journey and 
realize the promises of recovery, enhancing and strengthening 
relationships with children, family, and community.  Shadyside has 
recently sponsored an art therapy course for the women of POWER.  
The presentation by POWER’s Executive Director Rosa Davis will 
conclude with a poetry reading from participants of this program.

Missions

Rosa Davis, Executive Director of POWER

Sending Out Our College Graduates

Campus Ministry is excited to share that we have four students 
from Chatham University and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) 
graduating this semester!  While we are sad to see them leave, we are 
confident that they will continue to impact God’s world for Christ’s 
glory, just as they influenced their campuses these past four years.  
Please pray with us for each of these students as they transition from 
student-life to the “real world.”  Pray that, in the midst of change, 
they will find a church to be faithful to, friends to surround them, 
and an enduring confidence in their identities as beloved children 
of God.  May God bless each of us with these as well!

• Natalya Mishkova  (Chatham)

• Fia Nicoloso  (Chatham)

• Sarah Tracy  (CMU)

• Corrin Walker  (Chatham)

caMpus MinistrY Missions

Mars Hill Mission
save the date: July 9–15

Join us on our tenth all-church, 
intergenerational mission trip 
to the Appalachian foothills 
of North Carolina, where 
individuals and families work 
on homes of disadvantaged 
homeowners.  Absolutely no 
construction skills are required.  
Youth and adults work side by 
side, while special programs are 
created for younger children.  
An informational meeting is 
scheduled on sunday, april 30, 
following worship.  Questions?  
Please contact Rev. Todd Leach.

caMpus MinistrY

Giving Thanks for the Campus Ministry of Rebecca Reeder

While serving as a ministry partner with the Coalition for Christian 
Outreach (CCO) through Shadyside Presbyterian Church for the 
last six years, rebecca reeder has creatively and thoughtfully 
led Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) students in their spiritual 
growth.  At the end of this semester, Rebecca concludes her tenure 
with Shadyside’s CMU Campus Ministry in order to complete her 
studies at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary as a full-time student in 
pursuit of a Master of Divinity degree.  Presently she is under care 
with Shadyside Presbyterian Church as an inquirer with the PC(USA) 
as part of the ordination discernment process.  We look forward to 
remaining connected to Rebecca and supporting her through the 
denominational care process.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the Lord for Rebecca’s faithful service among us, and we rejoice with 
her in the new opportunities that lie ahead.  Please join us in praying for God’s blessings upon her, and 
plan to join us on sunday, May 28, as we recognize Rebecca’s ministry during the service of worship.

Rebecca Reeder, Campus Ministry  
Co-worker at Carnegie Mellon University
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Worship & Music

Sunday Worship
Marathon sunday, May 7, at 4:00 p.m., with communion 

The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

confirmation sunday, May 14, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, May 21, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, May 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on the first Wednesday following Labor Day: 

Wednesday, september 6.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

coMMunications

Newsletter Deadlines

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, May 1 
June-July issue

Monday, July 3 
August issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.  
Comments are welcome.

Annual Meetings

Our annual meetings will be held on sunday, May 21, in the 
sanctuary immediately following worship.  Members are asked to 
remain so that we can accomplish the election of officers and handle 
other important business.  Extended childcare will be available for 
the duration of the meeting.

session

coMMunications

Pulpit Notes

www.shadysidepres.org/blog

Thoughts, Prayers, and 
Devotions from the Pastor
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