
Worship & Music

Holy Week and Easter Worship Schedule
Join us at Shadyside Presbyterian Church during Holy Week to find 
your place in the Passion and the new life Easter offers. 

palm sunday, April 9
11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary  
Dr. Sharps preaches in a service 
that includes participation from 
the children’s choirs.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary  
Dr. Sharps preaches in a service 
that includes the Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday, April 14
10:00 a.m. in the chapel
A Family Service, led by the 
Sunday school children and 
children’s choirs, includes 
Communion.

7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
A Service of Music and Readings features portions of John Tavener’s 
Svyati, offered by the Chancel Choir and cellist Elisa Kohanski. 
Movements will be interspersed with Scripture readings, homilies, 
and periods of silence to allow for individual contemplation.

Easter sunday, April 16
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
Dr. Sharps preaches in two identical services, with music by the 
Chancel Choir, organ, and brass.

Above: Agony in the Garden  
© Jan L. Richardson  |  janrichardson.com
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Service of Ordination 
for Kendra Smith

The Pittsburgh Presbytery 
of the PC(USA) invites you to 
celebrate the ordination of 
Kendra Buckwalter Smith on 
sunday, April 30, at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  A 
reception in the Parish Hall will 
follow the service of ordination. 

Kendra began attending SPC 
in 2004 as an undergraduate 
student at the University of 
Pittsburgh, and, in 2008, she 
joined the congregation and 
the Chancel Choir.  After 
her undergraduate work, 
she attended Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary (PTS), 
where she earned a Master of 
Divinity degree, followed by 
a Master of Sacred Theology 
degree.  In February 2017, she 
successfully completed the 
denomination’s care process, 
which she entered under the 
sponsorship of the Session 
of SPC in 2009.  Currently, 
Kendra serves as the worship 
coordinator of the chapel 
program at PTS.   

Continued on page 3

Pittsburgh Camerata and Chatham Baroque 
Present Handel’s Messiah
saturday, April 22, at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Hear the complete Messiah performed by Pittsburgh’s premier 
chamber choir, with Chatham Baroque playing original 
instruments.  Experience the beloved oratorio in the afterglow of 
Easter, when Handel’s glorious music will echo with resounding 
Resurrection joy!

General admission tickets in advance cost $25.  Pre-ordering is 
strongly encouraged; please call 412-682-4300.  If available for 
purchase at the door, tickets will cost $30.

Music in A GrEAT spAcE

Kendra Buckwalter Smith

pittsburgh, pennsylvania www.shadysidepres.org
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The Journey to Jerusalem

They brought [the colt] to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and put Jesus 
on it.  As He went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  When He 
came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 
crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen: “ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  (Luke 19:35–38)

As Holy Week approaches, I find myself reflecting on Palm Sunday.  Palm 
Sunday is the day on which we remember Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem during 
the final week leading up to His crucifixion.  But Palm Sunday and the week that follows always present 
me with a dilemma that I believe is very telling of human nature.

Jesus enters Jerusalem as the people’s hero, but in just six days, He goes from hero to zero, crucified on 
the cross.  The reality of how quickly a week can turn always surprises me.  The people so easily changed 
from the proclamation and hope of Jesus as king to shouts of “Crucify Him!”

The people’s unfulfilled expectations are not easily forgotten, and I sometimes find myself asking in 
awe, “Why, Jesus?  Why did you let it come to this?”

Of course, like so many people, I know at least a portion of the answer — which we can only understand 
from a standpoint of faith — is that God’s plan and purpose were for Jesus to come to take away the sins 
of the world.  But what can I learn, what can I glean from the passage of Scripture above?  Is there a lesson?

There are many lessons, I’m certain.  But one that comes immediately to mind is the reality that all 
disciples of Jesus Christ have been invited to take up the cross and follow Him.  Inevitably, our path 
might also lead us (symbolically) into Jerusalem.

Sharing God’s love and participating in ministry often bring shouts of acclamation from adoring 
neighbors and friends.  But sometimes our devotion may also lead us into a time when events turn for 
us, as well — a time when we, too, must deal with the reality of rejection and pain while living lives of 
integrity and faith.  If we seek God’s will for our lives, eventually the world — perhaps even those we 
know and love — may reject and abandon us.

If it is not already, I hope Palm Sunday may become for you a day of spiritual reflection.  As our children 
wave palm branches and we join in praise of God, once again proclaiming Christ King, let us also 
remember to count the cost.  On any given week our lives may turn.  Do we have the courage and faith 
we need to continue our journey toward Calvary, confident of the everlasting reign of our King?

I hope this year we will remember that the week which begins on Palm Sunday does not end on Friday, 
but is transformed forever on Easter Sunday: the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
our hope in Him.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MEssAGE FroM ThE pAsTor

The Youth Thank the Congregation for Support

The youth of Shadyside Presbyterian Church express their appreciation to our church family for its 
support of their mission-related activities in February:

• Your contributions to the Souper Bowl of Caring on February 5 enabled our youth to collect $678 
and 25 pounds of food donations for our mission partner, East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  
Nationally, almost 1,800 groups participated in the 2017 Souper Bowl of Caring to collect more 
than $4.67 million in cash and food donations, one hundred percent of which goes to local charities.  

• Thanks to those who attended the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on Feb. 28, the youth raised 
$903 for our Mars Hill mission experience this summer.  From July 9 through 15, the youth will 
participate in our tenth all-church, intergenerational mission trip to the Appalachian foothills of 
North Carolina, where participants work to improve homes of disadvantaged families.

YouTh MinisTrY
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Easter Hospitality
As Christians, Easter is one of the most important holidays we 
celebrate, if not the most important.  Yet for most college students, 
their university schedules do not permit them to take time off and 
spend this celebratory time with their family or home churches.  It 
has become a tradition for Campus Ministry to pair students in our 
midst with Shadyside Presbyterian Church congregants willing to 
host one or two students for their Easter dinner, or whatever meal 
they might plan to share with others.  We invite you to participate 
in this gesture of hospitality by signing up in the Sharp Atrium 
before Palm Sunday.  Thereafter, Rebecca Reeder or Brytani Clifton 
will be in touch to inform you of your pairing and relevant contact 
information.  Thank you for considering this Easter opportunity!

cAMpus MinisTrY

cAMpus MinisTrY

Reflections on Jubilee
Jubilee 2017 was truly special. 
Twenty-two students attended 
the conference with SPC.  These 
students engaged in a broad 
spectrum of topics to help 
them better understand how 
every square inch of this earth 
belongs to God.  They learned 
about a four-part gospel that 
tells us we were created; we 
fell; we are redeemed; and God 
will, one day, fully reconcile 
us and this world to Himself.  
Students were able to hear from 
Christians pursuing careers in 
their fields of study.  And they 
also enjoyed the opportunity 
to spend time celebrating 
God’s love for us all.  Thanks to 
everyone at SPC who supported 
and prayed for these students 
and their Jubilee experiences.

Brytani H. Clifton

chrisTiAn EducATion

Easter Sunday School

Because of the change in the 
worship schedule on Easter 
sunday, April 16, there will be 
no Christian Education from 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  Children’s 
classes (ages 4 through 2nd 
grade) will be provided during 
both worship services (9:00 and 
11:00 a.m.).  Sunday Adventures 
in Music will not be held that 
morning.  Childcare for children 
ages 3 and younger will be 
available in the nursery during 
both worship services.  Classes 
for all ages will resume on 
sunday, April 23, at 9:30 a.m.

YouTh & FAMilY

Easter Egg Hunt

All Shadyside families and friends are invited to an Easter egg hunt 
on saturday, April 15, on the church lawn.  (In the event of rain, the 
festivities will move indoors.)  Junior and senior high students are 
encouraged to arrive at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast and to help hide the 
eggs, while infants to elementary-age students are invited to arrive 
with their families at 10:00 a.m. for a light breakfast and Easter egg 
hunt.  Join your church family as we celebrate Easter together.

Mission Dinner: ConeXión Mosaico
Wednesday, April 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall

Based on the outskirts of Mexico City, ConeXión Mosaico exists 
to birth, coach, and develop multiplying holistic churches, 
community-based projects, and organizations that make  
long-lasting and transformative changes in the lives of urban 
poor people, communities, and cities.  Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church (SPC) has been walking alongside ConeXión Mosaico in 
its community-based healthcare initiative by sending medical, 
educational, and construction mission teams for short-term 
mission visits.  Members of our most recent team will share 
highlights of their experience with this community, which includes 
a building project funded by SPC.  Please join us!

Missions

Above: Fourteen members of the mission team which traveled to Mexico City in March.

Smith Ordination—cont. from p. 1

It is a blessing for us to be able to 
celebrate this special occasion.  
Please support Kendra through 
your prayers and your presence 
at the service as she officially 
begins her ministry.

Worship & Music
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Does the Joy of Easter Seem Far Away?  Stephen Ministry Can Help

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult time, 
Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness.  If you are smiling on 
the outside but full of pain on the inside, and the joy of Easter seems far away, 
help is available.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care.  Stephen Ministers have been specially trained to 
meet your emotional and spiritual needs; they will listen, care, encourage, 
and pray with and for you.  Male Stephen Ministers are always matched with 
men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with women.  If you or 
someone you know is hurting, inquire about Stephen Ministry by talking with Rev. Lynn Portz or with 
one of our Stephen Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.  Our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

cArE & supporT

Grief Support Group

Monday, April 3, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the craig room

Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide encouragement 
and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets periodically 
to discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the range 
of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our next gathering occurs  
Monday, April 3, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Craig Room.  Sessions are led by a pastor or grief counselor 
and an experienced grief support facilitator.  New participants are always welcome to join; there is no 
cost to attend the group, which is a ministry sponsored by the Board of Deacons.  For more information, 
please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

cArE & supporT

piTTsburGh MArAThon

An Invitation to Participate in Marathon Weekend Festivities

Twenty-two members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are preparing for “A Just Run” in 
the Pittsburgh Marathon on sunday, May 7.  The entire church is invited to run alongside them in a 
number of exciting ways. 

• show Your support:  This year, we are again honored to be running with our local mission partner, 
Open Hand Ministries (OHM).  Shadyside runners are running with a purpose to raise funds in 
support of OHM’s urban-renewal work in the Garfield and East Liberty communities.  To support 
our runners financially, visit their pages at www.crowdrise.com/openhandministriespitt2017.

• Eat dinner:  Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carbo-loading pasta dinner and 
pep rally on Friday, May 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Please RSVP by sunday, April 30.

• slice oranges:  Volunteers are needed the day before the race, saturday, May 6, at 1:00 p.m. to slice 
nearly 200 pounds of oranges in the church kitchen.  Oranges will be given to runners during the 
race as they ascend Fifth Avenue, one of the most challenging portions of the 26.2-mile course.

• be a Fan:  Shadyside’s cheer station will once again be located near the church at the corner of 
Amberson and Fifth Avenues.  Not only will we pass out orange slices and fruit chews, we will be 
the words of encouragement as the athletes run their race with perseverance and strength.  Rain or 
shine, be prepared to cheer with enthusiasm from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. on sunday, May 7.

Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium to participate in marathon weekend activities. 

reminder: Marathon weekend concludes with worship at 4:00 p.m. on sunday, May 7.  Due to the 
church’s location within the marathon route, our service of worship moves from the morning to the 
afternoon.  The service will be held in the Sanctuary and will include Communion served by intinction. 
As a fitting conclusion to marathon weekend, this will serve as a reminder that acts of running, giving, 
and encouraging are all done in worship.



Meeting God in the Margins of Your Bible
Topical book study beginning sunday, April 23, at 9:45 a.m.

You are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical 
book study, which begins studying Lisa Nichols Hickman’s Writing 
in the Margins: Connecting with God on the Pages of Your Bible on 
sunday, April 23.

Writing in the Margins inspires a deep, creative, and hands-on 
approach to reading Scripture: writing in the margins of your Bible.   
Rev. Hickman’s book encourages readers to make connections 
on the pages of their Bibles — and introduces a devotional and 
scriptural path of engagement that is life-changing.

This practice creates a divine conversation that transforms and 
guides participants.  Let God shape your character from this living 
interaction with the living Word.

Consider reading — and writing — along with G. Luke Chwala and 
Deacon Laura B. Vondas; gather in the Sharp Atrium on Sundays 
at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before moving to the Chapel at 9:45 a.m.  
This study will continue through sunday, May 28. 
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pArish liFE

Birthday Cake Fellowship
sunday, April 30, in the parish hall following worship

Our annual birthday cake celebration is scheduled for Sunday, April 30, following worship in the Parish 
Hall.  Please plan to stay and enjoy the fellowship as you discover others who share your birth month — 
perhaps even your birthday!  (Did we mention there will be cake, too?)  Bakers, we need a minimum of 
two dozen cakes.  Bake your favorite recipe or try a new one — a variety of cakes makes for a great event. 
Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or call the church office to let us know what kind of cake you will 
bring and which month of the year you would prefer to honor.

pArish liFE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
Wednesday, April 26, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. in the parish hall

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on  
Wednesday, April 26.  The menu will include beef stroganoff, steamed white rice, and sautéed corn, 
along with assorted cookies.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office by Monday, April 24.  A freewill offering will be received to offset the 
costs of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

phoTo GAllErY

Above: Rev. Todd Leach receives from 
Bryant Jordan, a 10th grade student at 
The Neighborhood Academy (TNA), his 
creative graphic that echoes Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s logo in thanks for 
the congregation’s generous support of 
TNA’s middle school capital campaign.

chrisTiAn EducATion

G. Luke Chwala Deacon Laura B. Vondas

YounG AdulT MinisTrY

The Wired Soul
On Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. from 
April 20 through June 8, young 
adults and friends are invited to 
study The Wired Soul.  Join us as 
we reintroduce ourselves to the 
classic disciplines of Scripture 
reading, meditation, prayer, 
and contemplation, not just as 
technologies to aid our faith, 
but as tools to keep us focused 
and mindful in an increasingly 
disorienting digital age.
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coMMunicATions

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, April 3 
May issue

Monday, May 1 
June-July issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

Worship & Music

Sunday Worship
Fifth sunday in lent, April 2, at 11:00 a.m., with communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz, preaching

sunday, April 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

sunday, April 30, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach, preaching

Please see page 1 for Holy Week and Easter worship information.

Lenten Vespers
Wednesday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m. 

A 45-minute candlelight Communion service in our Sanctuary 
includes special guest musicians.  Childcare is provided.  Audio 

available via the live webcast: www.shadysidepres.org/live

Note: No vespers will occur on Wednesday, April 12.  Join us  
instead on Maundy Thursday, April 13.  Please see page 1.

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, April 19 and 26, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

nEW MEMbErs

Inquirers’ Class
A two-week orientation class 
for inquirers occurs sundays, 
April 23 and 30, from 9:45 to 
10:30 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about 
the various ministries of SPC. 
Childcare is available during 
the class.  New members will 
be received on April  30 and 
recognized in worship that day.  
If you would like to register 
for the class, please contact 
Michelle Dzikowski in the 
church office.
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