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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship,  

study, fellowship, and service of this congregation.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

Nursery care is available for infants through three-year-olds during worship.  Pagers are available.  A cry 
room with a video broadcast of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with two- and three-year-olds are welcome to report 
directly to the Nursery.  Four-year-olds through second-graders attend worship and may exit with 
their teachers before the sermon to participate in chapel worship and children’s activities.  (If you 
are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel, and then you may return to the 
Sanctuary.)  Parents should meet their children in the Christian education classrooms after worship.  
On the first Sunday of the month, first- and second-graders stay in worship through the entire service 
for Communion.  A bulletin insert designed for children is available in the Narthex.

Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel 
flowers to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those who could 
use some cheer.  If you would like to deliver a poinsettia to someone you know, please stop by the front 
of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one; both white and red poinsettias are available to take.  
Help us to share God’s love through flowers.

Prayer Request Cards – You are invited to write on a Prayer Request Card the names of those who are 
sick or in need of intercessory prayer.

Enlarged bulletins and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the Narthex 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please see an usher for assistance.

Fifth Avenue Parking – Parking on the inbound side of the block from Wilkins Avenue to Amberson 
Avenue is not available for parking on Sunday mornings.  Parking is available on the outbound side 
as well as both sides of Fifth Avenue from Amberson Avenue into Oakland.  We appreciate your 
helpfulness utilizing these available parking areas on Sunday mornings.
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 PREludE
Gesù Bambino Pietro Yon

 WElCOME The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

 CAll tO WORshIP  
Pastor:    Joy has come to our world!  The Savior is born!

People:   All heaven and earth sing for joy.  God has come to the people.

Pastor:    Let every heart be receptive to God’s gift of salvation in Jesus, His Son.

All:    May the Son of God, born in Bethlehem, be born in us today.

s	 hyMN IN PROCEssION  22
Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square

s	 PRAyER OF AdORAtION The Reverend Lynn M. Portz

s	 CONgREgAtIONAl ORIsON  (sung in unison) Gloria, French carol (Hymn no. 23)
   Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

 PRAyER OF CONFEssION  (spoken in unison)
Almighty God, Your love and power transform death into life, despair into hope, 
lifeless stumps into tender shoots, and a tiny baby into the Prince of Peace.  In the 
hearing of Your Word and the repenting of our sins, transform the hardness of our 
hearts into lives of receptivity, following the One who came to baptize us with the 
Holy Spirit and fire, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

 sIlENt CONFEssION

s  Those who are able are invited to stand.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.   
Once the Welcome has begun, please wait to enter the Sanctuary until the choir has processed.
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 CONgREgAtIONAl REsPONsE  (sung in unison) Polish carol (Hymn no. 37)
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ 
the babe is Lord of all.  Swift are winging, angels singing, Noels ringing, tidings 
bringing: Christ the babe is Lord of all.  Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new, saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing greet the morrow: Christ the babe 
was born for you.

Text: Polish carol; trans. and para. Edith M. G. Reed, 1925

 AssuRANCE OF PARdON
Believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

s glORIA PAtRI  (sung in unison) Westminster Abbey (Hymn no. 416)
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, glory be to God the Spirit, ever 
three and ever one; one in might and one in glory while unending ages run.

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel,  

and then you may return to the Sanctuary.)

 sCRIPtuRE 
Isaiah 52:7-10 page 683 of the Old Testament in the pew Bible

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 ANthEM
In the Bleak Midwinter Harold Darke

Meghan DeWald Althouse and Brian Doherty, soloists
In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow 
had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  Our God, heaven cannot 
hold Him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.  In the 
bleak midwinter, a stable-place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  Enough for Him, 
whom cherubim worship night and day, a breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; enough for 
Him, whom angels fall down before, the ox and ass and camel which adore.  What can I give Him, 
poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can, I give Him — give my heart.

Text: Christina Rossetti
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 sCRIPtuRE 
John 1:1-14 page 91 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 sERMON The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps
The Birth of Our Redemption

s	 hyMN OF REsPONsE  56
The First Nowell The First Nowell

s	 AFFIRMAtION OF FAIth The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

 PAstORAl PRAyER ANd thE lORd’s PRAyER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERINg ANthEM
Sing, O Sing This Blessed Morn Michael McCabe 

Kara Cornell and Lloyd Stamy, soloists
Sing, O sing, this blessed morn, unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, God Himself comes 
down from heaven.  Sing, O sing, this blessed morn, Jesus Christ today is born.  God from God, 
and Light from Light, comes with mercies infinite, from high heaven He comes to earth, one 
with us in human birth.  God with us, Emmanuel, deigns forever now to dwell; He on Adam’s 
fallen race sheds the fullness of His grace.  God comes down that we may rise, lifted by Him to 
the skies; Christ is born for us that we born again in Him may be.  O renew us, Lord, we pray, with 
Thy Spirit day by day, that we ever one may be with the Father and with Thee.
 Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1862
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s	 dOXOlOgy Adeste fideles (Hymn no. 41)
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let 
us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Text: John Francis Wade (ca. 1740–1743); trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841

s	 OFFERtORy PRAyER

s	 hyMN  40
Joy to the World! Antioch

s	 BENEdICtION

s	 ChORAl REsPONsE

 POstludE
Herr Gott, nun schleuß den Himmel auf Johann Sebastian Bach

the flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given in loving memory of Mr. Richard D. Baker Jr.,  

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Baker, and Susan Dunstan Baker.

Acolytes for december – Luke A. Diel and Jonathan P. Stamy.

ushers for december – Brigetta P. Del Re, Marilyn H. Fitzsimmons, Raymond P. Fitzsimmons, Herold  

S. Hannah Jr., Percy M. Jackson, W. Duff McCrady, Terrence H. Murphy, Sang C. Park, Martin E. Powell, 

and Carey T. Vinson.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy M. Jackson, 

Robert P. O’Neil, and Paul T. Straitiff.

Today in Shadyside Presbyterian Church

About This Morning’s Music

Pietro Yon (1886–1943) was an Italian-born organist and composer who lived most of his professional life 

in the United States.  Before coming to New York, he was, for a brief period, the organist at St. Peter’s in the 

Vatican.  After serving a few smaller churches in New York, he went to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, where he served 

from 1926 to 1943. 

Harold Darke (1888–1976) was an English organist and composer.  He is best known for his setting of Christina 

Rossetti’s poem, “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  In fact, it has been one of the most popular choir carols sung in 

churches throughout England and the United States.
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sunday, december 25
Psalms 2; 150

Zechariah 2:10-13

1 John 4:7-16

John 3:31-36

Monday, december 26
Psalms 116; 145

2 Chronicles 24:17-22

Acts 6:1-7

Acts 7:59– 8:8

tuesday, december 27
Psalms 34; 146

Proverbs 8:22-30

1 John 5:1-12

John 13:20-35

Wednesday, december 28
Psalms 2; 147:1-11

Isaiah 49:13-23

Isaiah 54:1-13

Matthew 18:1-14

thursday, december 29
Psalms 96; 147:12-20

Isaiah 12:1-6

Revelation 1:1-8

John 7:37-52

Friday, december 30
Psalms 93; 148

Isaiah 25:1-9

Revelation 1:19-20

John 7:53– 8:11

saturday, december 31
Psalms 98; 149

Isaiah 26:1-6

2 Corinthians 5:16– 6:2

John 8:12-19

sunday, January 1
Psalms 98; 150

Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12

Hebrews 2:10-18

Matthew 1:18-25

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
· · · · · · · · · ·   December 25 – January 1  · · · · · · · · · ·

Mission Partner Spotlight

The Caribbean Youth Network (CYN) in the Bahamas exists to serve as an international mission organization 
fostering the planting, partnering, and networking of relational, Christ-centered youth ministry to the 
ends that youth can be introduced to the Gospel and grow into a mature relationship with Christ.  Shadyside 
has supported this ministry since its founding by Dan and Kelly Weightman, who are native to Pittsburgh.  
Members from Shadyside have partnered with this ministry through short-term mission trips; most recently, 
our campus ministry led a trip to serve alongside CYN in March 2014.

For more information, visit www.caribbeanyouthnetwork.org.  To join the efforts of the International 
Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC), contact Rev. Todd E. Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions.

Music in a Great Space Concert

··········  Sunday, January 8, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh Symphony oboist Scott Bell and Friends, 
with harpsichord, flute, cello, piano, and more 

Tickets: $15.  Seniors (60 and older): $10.  
Students: Free with valid I.D.  

Music in a Great Space Concert

··········  Sunday, January 22, at 3:00 p.m.  ··········

Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra 
Francesco Lecce-Chong, conductor 

Tickets: $15.  Seniors (60 and older): $10.  
Students: Free with valid I.D.  
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If you use offering envelopes, they will be available in the Sharp Atrium today.  Please help the church 
economize on mailing costs by picking up your envelopes.

Christian Education Classes will not be held on Sunday, January 1.  Education classes for all ages will resume 
on Sunday, January 8, at 9:45 a.m.

Midweek Vespers will not be held on Wednesday, December 28.  Vespers resume on Wednesday, January 4,  
at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  These thirty-minute candlelight worship services, with Communion, offer a 
more intimate worship experience in the midst of our hectic lives.  Childcare is provided.

Pledges and year-End giving – As we come to the close of the year, please consider whether you have 
completed paying your pledge for this calendar year.  For those who make year-end gifts, please remember 
the church in your giving.  Both pledges and gifts must be received by December 31 in order to be included 
in this year.  Looking ahead, if you have not made your pledge for 2017, please do so by filling out one of 
the pledge forms in the pews and placing it in the offering plate or sending it to the church office.

young Adult Bible study – Young adults and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are invited to 
participate in a Bible study focusing on various books of the Bible, from Psalms to Philemon.  During 
the month of January, we will gather each Thursday from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Stamy Room.  Resolve 
to join us in the new year as we continue to build community through study.

Mission dinner – The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to attend our Mission Dinner Series 
to hear the inspirational stories of our mission partners.  On one Wednesday of each month, dinner occurs 
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Join us on Wednesday, January 11, when we welcome Michael 
Thornhill, Assistant Director of Cross-Cultural Ministry for the Coalition for Christian Outreach.  Although 
there is no charge for the dinner, a freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  Please 
RSVP by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office.  (Nursery care is available.  
Families are encouraged to eat together; then, children may move to the Nursery during the presentation.)

youth Retreat – All youth in grades 6 through 12 are invited to attend the fifth annual Youth Winter Retreat 
at Pine Springs Camp from Friday, January 13, through Sunday, January 15.  Enjoy snow tubing, games, 
good food, and a weekend in a warm cabin in the mountains.  For more information or to RSVP for this 
event, please contact Rev. John Magnuson: jmagnuson@shadysidepres.org.

sunday Adventures in Music (sAM) is a comprehensive music training program for children in 
kindergarten through fifth grade.  SAM introduces our church family’s children to our rich heritage of 
music and allows them the opportunity to be leaders in worship.  Rehearsals resume Sunday, January 15,  
at 11:20 a.m. in the Nazareth Room.  Questions?  Contact Stephen Donnelly through the church office.

this Martin luther King Jr. day, the Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) invites 
you to an all-church workday, partnering with the East End Cooperative Ministry (EECM).  We will gather 
at the church on Monday, January 16, to prepare the meal for the EECM shelter dinner.  That evening, we 
will meet at the EECM Community House in East Liberty to serve dinner to shelter guests.  The dinner will 
be followed by a short program involving discussions about Dr. King.  To sign up or for further information, 
please contact Rev. Todd Leach or Deacon Adam Loucks through the church office.

News and Notes
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An Invitation to Membership – A two-week orientation class for inquirers occurs Sundays, January 22 and 
29, from 9:45 to 10:40 a.m. in the Craig Room, and will include an overview of Presbyterian beliefs and 
history, as well as an opportunity to learn about the various ministries of SPC.  (Infant care and children’s 
Sunday school run concurrently.)  New members will be received on Jan. 29, and recognized in worship 
that day.  If you would like to register for the class, please contact Michelle Dzikowski in the church office.

Caring for Ourselves and Others – Shadyside Stephen Ministries is sponsoring a series of educational 
opportunities surrounding the issues of caring for others in need of daily or weekly physical care, in the 
home or in a professional setting.  This series of lectures and discussions are open to the public and anyone 
who has an interest or concern for family or friends who are giving care to others, and those who are in need 
of and/or receiving care.  Join us Monday, January 23, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the Hulme Room to hear 
speaker Rob Ferguson, Ph.D. Clinical Psychologist, University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute.

Connections dinner – On Wednesday, January 25, supper is served from 6:00 until 6:45 p.m., in the Parish 
Hall.  The menu will include baked ziti with meatballs; mixed greens salad; and sliced baguettes with 
butter.  Assorted cookies will be served for dessert.  For reservations, please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or 
contact the church office by Monday, January 23.  The suggested donation for adults is $6; for children 10 
and under, a goodwill offering.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m.

Warm up on soup sunday, January 29 – We look forward to filling the Parish Hall with the aroma of 
hearty and delicious homemade soups on Sunday, January 29.  Would you be willing to make a pot of your 
favorite soup recipe for this event?  We are looking for volunteers to contribute a variety of soups — from beef 
and barley to vegetarian delights, creamy chowders, and more.  If you would prefer to make your favorite 
dessert to contribute, that would be wonderful, too.  The kitchen will provide bread, salad, and beverages.
Not a cook or a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to share!  Make your reservations by signing 
up in the Sharp Atrium.  Could you lend us your crock pot to keep these goodies piping hot?  Let us know 
when you make your reservation.  There is no cost to attend.

Bedding and Pillow Collection – Also on Sunday, January 29, we will hold the eighth annual Bedding and 
Pillow Collection for Off the Floor Pittsburgh.  The items that are most needed include new pillows (must 
be new by state law); complete queen, full/double, and twin bedding sets; blankets of all sizes (queen are 
most needed); and towels and washcloths.  Please put a size label on the blankets, and bring donations to the  
Off the Floor truck located outside the Parish Hall before worship or before the soup luncheon.

grief support group – Shadyside Presbyterian Church offers a Grief Support Group designed to provide 
encouragement and a faith-centered perspective for those who have lost a loved one.  The group meets 
periodically to discuss a variety of subjects that are important in the grief recovery process, including the 
variety of emotions which grief brings, and resources for moving forward.  Our first gathering of 2017 
occurs Monday, January 30, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  New participants are always welcome to join; there is 
no cost to attend the group.  For more information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz or call the church office.

help send College students to Jubilee – Campus Ministry would like to thank those of you who have already 
committed to helping our local college students attend the Jubilee Conference this February by becoming 
benefactors of the Jubilee scholarship program.  As always, we welcome additional Jubilee benefactors at 
any scholarship level and would love for you to get involved.  Contact Brytani Clifton or Rebecca Reeder for 
details.  Campus Ministry will host a reception for students and benefactors to meet and mingle on Friday, 
February 3, 2017, prior to the conference.
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About the Cover Artist

Jan Richardson is an artist, writer, and ordained minister in the United Methodist Church.  She serves as 
director of the Wellspring Studio and travels widely as a retreat leader and conference speaker.  Known for 
her distinctive intertwining of word and image, Jan’s work has attracted an international audience drawn to 
the welcoming and imaginative spaces that she creates in her books, online blogs, and public events.  Whether 
creating her luminous painted paper collages, or laying down the haunting lines of her charcoal drawings, 
Jan illuminates the landscape of faith with courageous vision and a generous spirit.

Jan makes her home in central Florida.  She frequently collaborated with her husband, the singer/songwriter 
Garrison Doles, until his sudden death in December 2013.

To learn more about Jan’s ministry in word and image, visit her website at janrichardson.com.

Nursery school Registering students for 2017-2018 – The Shadyside Presbyterian Church Nursery School 
(SPCNS) offers developmentally appropriate classes on weekday mornings (September through May) for 
two-, three-, four-, and pre-kindergarten five-year-olds.  Currently, SPCNS is accepting applications for 
the 2017-2018 school year.  Returning students and SPC members are given preference for enrollment.   
Call Director Mary Lang at 412-681-6311, or visit the school’s website: shadysideschool.org.

letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign the letters.

daily lectionary – As a part of our church-wide discipleship, we follow the daily lectionary in the Book of 
Common Worship Daily Prayer, which also contains prayers and intimate worship services.  Feel free to 
pick up one of the books from the bookcase in the Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested 
donation of $10.  (Checks may be placed in an offering plate and made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church” with “Daily Lectionary” in the memo line.)  We hope you will join us on this journey of discipleship!

Prayer gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.

PrayerNet is a complement to our ongoing prayer groups which lifts up urgent prayer requests.  If you or a 
loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help 
lift up these requests, email member Krissy Moehling at prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, 
if requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

the Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by providing your email address when registering 
your attendance in the pew pad or by sending an email message to info@shadysidepres.org.

the shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides access to audio recordings 
of the service of worship.  Electronic copies of the bulletin also are available, as well as additional information 
about the church’s many programs, activities, and events.
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Live Webcast
Listen to a live audio stream of our service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays:  

www.shadysidepres.org/live
Please share this link with friends and neighbors who may not be able to join us in person.

Church Calendar
··········  December 25 – January 1  ··········

tOdAy 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship in the Sanctuary — The Nativity of the Lord

December 25 11:20 a.m. Chapel Worship for preschool through 2nd grade

MONdAy  Office Closed

tuEsdAy 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room

thuRsdAy 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library

FRIdAy 12:00 p.m. Office Closed

suNdAy 11:00 a.m.  Morning Worship in the Sanctuary

January 1 11:20 a.m. Chapel Worship for preschool through kindergarten

Adult Christian Education
· · · · · · · · · ·   Sundays at 9:45 a.m.  · · · · · · · · · ·

On Sunday mornings, the Adult Christian Education Team invites you to gather in the Sharp Atrium  
at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship and light refreshments before attending the study of your choice.

Please pick up a bookmark available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium to preview the schedule for future studies.

Adult Bible study
Explore Scripture in-depth in this study led by  

Elder Richard L. McGough III.   
Resuming January 8, join us as we continue to 

study the writings of St. John, including the Gospel, 
Epistles, and the Book of Revelation.

topical Book study
From January 15 through February 26, encounter 

a challenging yet energizing vision of God and 
redemptive love as we read Martin Luther King Jr.’s 

Strength to Love with Lee G. Branstetter  
and Elder Percy M. Jackson.
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