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!  Please silence cellular phones and other mobile devices while in the Sanctuary.

Welcome to Shadyside Presbyterian Church
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship,  

study, fellowship, and service of this congregation.

If you are a guest with us this morning, our ushers are available to assist you.

Nursery care is available for infants through three-year-olds during worship.  Pagers are available.  A cry 
room with a video broadcast of worship is available in the Craig Room, accessible through the Narthex.

Children in Worship – At 11:00 a.m., families with two- and three-year-olds are welcome to report 
directly to the Nursery.  Four-year-olds through fifth-graders attend worship and may exit with 
their teachers before the sermon to participate in chapel worship and children’s activities.  (If you 
are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel, and then you may return to the 
Sanctuary.)  Parents should meet their children in the Christian education classrooms after worship.  
On the first Sunday of the month, first- through fifth-graders stay in worship through the entire 
service for Communion.  A bulletin insert designed for children is available in the Narthex.

Prayer Request Cards – You are invited to write on a Prayer Request Card the names of those who are 
sick or in need of intercessory prayer.

Flower Ministry – After worship, members of the Board of Deacons’ Flower Ministry divide the chancel 
flowers into bouquets to be distributed to individuals who are celebrating joyous occasions and to those 
who could use some cheer.  If you would like to deliver a bouquet to someone you know, please stop by 
the front of the Sanctuary after worship to receive one.  Help us to share God’s love through flowers.

Individual listening devices for improved sound are available for those with hearing needs.  Please 
see an usher in the Narthex.

Fifth Avenue Parking – Parking on the inbound side of the block from Wilkins Avenue to Amberson 
Avenue is not available for parking on Sunday mornings.  Parking is available on the outbound side 
as well as both sides of Fifth Avenue from Amberson Avenue into Oakland.  We appreciate your 
helpfulness utilizing these available parking areas on Sunday mornings.

Time of Fellowship immediately follows worship.  Please join us after the service for light refreshments 
and an opportunity to greet each other.
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 PRELUDE
Music from the Royal Fireworks and Water Music George Frideric Handel
Fanfare for the Common Man Aaron Copland

 WELCOME The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

 CALL TO WORSHIP  
Pastor:   Let us proclaim liberty from the mountaintop.

People:  Let us announce freedom throughout the land.
Pastor:   Let us guarantee justice for all people;

People:   And deliverance for the oppressed.
All:   Let us worship God! 

s	 HYMN IN PROCESSION  262
God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand National Hymn

s	 PRAYER OF ADORATION The Reverend John F. Magnuson

 ORISON George Thalben-Ball
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.
 Text: Isaiah 26:3

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (spoken in unison)
Gracious God, You encourage us with Your love, bringing new life out of death.  We 
confess that we need Your life-giving power in our lives and our relationships.  We 
have hurt others and been hurt by them.  We are often angry and afraid.  We are not 
sure how to love as You call us to love, how to live compassionate lives, how to be the 
vehicles of Your love in our broken and needy world.  Forgive us, O God.  Pour Your 
Spirit of wisdom, healing, and courage upon us and our nation, that, by our living 
and our loving, we may glorify You, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 SILENT CONFESSION

s  Those who are able are invited to stand.

Order of Worship
The service of worship begins with the music of the prelude.   

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.   
Once the Welcome has begun, please wait to enter the Sanctuary until the choir has processed.
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 KYRIE  (sung in unison) Healey Willan

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

s GLORIA PATRI  (sung in unison) Westminster Abbey (Hymn no. 416)
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son, glory be to God the Spirit, ever 
three and ever one; one in might and one in glory while unending ages run.

Children who are participating in children’s worship activities are invited to leave through the  
Sharp Atrium door.  (If you are a first-time guest, please accompany your child to the Chapel,  

and then you may return to the Sanctuary.)

 SCRIPTURE 
1 John 3:16-18 page 240 of the New Testament in the pew Bible

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 ANTHEM
Listen, Sweet Dove Grayston Ives

Listen, sweet Dove, unto my song, and spread Thy golden wings in me; hatching my tender heart 
so long, till it get wing and flie away with Thee.  Such glorious gifts Thou didst bestow that th’ 
earth did like a heav’n appeare; the starres were coming down to know if they might mend their 
wages and serve here.  The sunne which once did shine alone, hung downe his head and wisht 
for night, when he beheld twelve sunnes for one going about the world and giving light.  Lord, 
though we change, Thou art the same, the same sweet God of love and light; restore this day, for 
Thy great name, unto His ancient and miraculous right. 

Text: from The Temple (1633), George Herbert
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 SERMON The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps
The Finest Thing

s	 HYMN OF RESPONSE  210
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past St. Anne

s	 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen.

 PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  The Reverend Lynn M. Portz
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

 OFFERING ANTHEM
Now the God of Peace Gerald H. Knight

Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do His will; working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through the same 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Text: Hebrews 13:20-21

s	 DOXOLOGY Lasst uns erfreuen (Hymn no. 229)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  
Alleluia!  Praise God above, ye heavenly host!  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

s	 OFFERTORY PRAYER
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s	 HYMN  562
Eternal Father, Strong to Save Melita

s	 BENEDICTION

s	 CHORAL RESPONSE

 POSTLUDE
Hornpipe, from the Water Music George Frideric Handel

The flowers in the Sanctuary this morning are given in loving memory of Carolyn Hays Curry, Grant Curry,  
1st Lt. James M. Curry, William H. Curry, Mary Louise F. Curry, Carolyn Curry Shelby, Grant Curry Jr., 
Margaret M. Curry, Virginia Curry Reed, and in honor of Lt. Curry and all other men and women of our 
armed services who have sacrificed their lives for our freedom.

Acolytes for May – Zander B. Reppe and Graham C. Wallace.

Ushers for May – Frederick W. Brooke IV, Walker F. Brooke, Katherine E. Ey, Arthur G. Gilkes Jr., Robert 
C. Howard, Nathaniel C. Hunter, Margaret V. Kisslinger, James L. Matheny, Hunter A. McGeary Jr., 
and Thomas L. Wentling Jr.  Coordinators:  Mark G. Allston, Brigetta P. Del Re, Elise A. Hunter, Percy  
M. Jackson, Robert P. O’Neil, and Paul T. Straitiff.

Today in Shadyside Presbyterian Church

Sunday, May 29
Psalm 119:65-96

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

Acts 8:26-40

Luke 11:1-13

Monday, May 30
Psalm 119:97-128

Ecclesiastes 2:1-15

Galatians 1:1-17

Matthew 13:44-52

Tuesday, May 31
Psalm 119:129-160

Ecclesiastes 2:16-26

Galatians 1:18- 2:10

Matthew 13:53-58

Wednesday, June 1
Psalms 119:161-176; 120; 121

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Galatians 2:11-21

Matthew 14:1-12

Thursday, June 2
Psalms 122, 123, 124

Ecclesiastes 3:16- 4:3

Galatians 3:1-14

Matthew 14:13-21

Friday, June 3
Psalms 125, 126, 127

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Galatians 3:15-22

Matthew 14:22-36

Saturday, June 4
Psalms 128, 129

Ecclesiastes 5:8-20

Galatians 3:23- 4:11

Matthew 15:1-20

Sunday, June 5
Psalms 130, 131, 132

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

Acts 10:9-23

Luke 12:32-40

Daily Prayer Lectionary Readings
· · · · · · · · · ·   May 29 – June 5  · · · · · · · · · ·



Sunday, May 29, 2016 7

About This Morning’s Music

The George Herbert text comes from his work, The Temple, poems for the Church.  “Listen, Sweet Dove” 
often is referred to as “Whitsunday” (as in wit meaning knowledge, wisdom).  Commonly called Pentecost 
(50 days from Easter), Whitsunday celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit, represented by a dove, on the 
Apostles, who received the Holy Spirit as tongues of fire, and the Church was created (Acts 2:1-47).  Today is 
the second Sunday of Pentecost.

Composer Grayston Ives (b. 1948) was organist and tutor in music at Magdalen College, Oxford.  With the 
choir of Magdalen College, he produced numerous recordings for Harmonia Mundi.  His recording of the 
works of Orlando Gibbons received a Grammy nomination.  From 1978 to 1985, Ives was a member of the 
singing group the King’s Singers.

Gerald H. Knight (1908–1979) was educated at Cambridge, and served as organist of Canterbury Cathedral.  
He was the director of the Royal School of Church Music from 1954 to 1973.

The Music in a Great Space concert series is made possible by a grant from the William E. Saul Fund  
of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church, an endowment created by Mr. Saul in memory of his mother, Lydia Schulze Saul.

Music for Midsummer Nights
··········  A Mini-Series of Midweek Concerts from Music in a Great Space  ··········

Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, thanks you 
for your support as it concludes its 23rd season.  We invite you to join us for a series 

of delightful concerts on Wednesday evenings in June from 7:00 to 7:55 p.m.

Wednesday, June 1
The Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra Chamber Ensemble

Wednesday, June 8
Kara Cornell, mezzo-soprano, with Abigail Eagleson, piano

Wednesday, June 15
Ellen Fast, piano, with Ashley Freeburn, violin

Wednesday, June 22
The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh School for the Choral Arts

Wednesday, June 29
Seth Beckman, piano, with Mark Houghton, French horn

No admission charge.  Freewill donations accepted.  (Childcare available.)
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Sesquicentennial Celebration – Shadyside Presbyterian Church has begun a season dedicated to celebrating 
150 years of blessings as a congregation, with many events to experience, guests to greet, and memories to 
share.  We especially hope you will plan to join us for worship at 10:45 a.m. on World Communion Sunday, 
October 2, 2016.  Read more online at www.shadysidepres.org/150.

Sesquicentennial Mission Gift – In honor of our Sesquicentennial Anniversary, we are collecting a 
special offering to be presented on World Communion Sunday to two significant mission partners:  the 
Neighborhood Academy in Pittsburgh, and our sister congregation, the Soche Church in Malawi, Africa.  
The Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation has agreed to join us in this historic effort through a matching grant.  
We ask you to give generously to both honor and advance our historic and biblical calling to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ both near and far.  More information and contribution envelopes may be found in 
the brochures located in the pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.

Mission Dinner – The Mission and Urban Ministry Team invites you to attend our Mission Dinner Series 
to hear the inspirational stories of our mission partners.  On the first Wednesday of each month, dinner 
occurs from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Join us on Wednesday, June 1, when our mission team will 
share with us about their recent trip to visit our mission partners in India.  Although there is no charge for 
the dinner, a freewill offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  Please RSVP by signing up in 
the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office.  (Nursery care is available.  Families are encouraged 
to eat together; then, children may move to the Nursery during the presentation.)

Ice Cream Social – The Parish Life Ministry Team invites you to an ice cream social after worship on Sunday, 
June 5.  Please help us greet the summer season by enjoying ice cream and fellowship with us!

Strawberry Festival – Sponsored by the Board of Deacons, the 23rd Annual Strawberry Festival occurs on 
Friday, June 10, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and benefits Sojourner House MOMS, one of our mission partners.  
This community event offers fun, food, and entertainment for all.  We are seeking volunteers to help staff 
the event as well as donations for the bake sale.  Please sign up for these opportunities in the Sharp Atrium. 

East End Cooperative Ministry Food Pantry Collection – Bags will be distributed on Sunday, June 12.  A 
list of suggested donation items will be attached to each bag.  Please return the filled bags at worship on 
Sunday, June 19, or to the church office during the week preceding June 19.

Understanding Alzheimer’s – A group of Stephen Ministers and Deacons from Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church will attend a conversation with Dr. Lisa Genova at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary on Thursday, 
June 16, at 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Genova is a neuroscientist and the New York Times bestselling author of Still Alice, 
now an award-winning major motion picture.  This event — including lecture, Q&A, and book signing — is 
a great opportunity for health care providers in addition to family and friends of those suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease.  If you would like to join our group, please contact Ruth Garrett in the church office 
(rgarrett@shadysidepres.org) before June 6 to qualify for the group rate ticket discount ($25 per person).  
For additional information, please contact Rev. Lynn Portz (lportz@shadysidepres.org).

News and Notes
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Vacation Bible School: June 20–24 – VBS is not only for children!  We need adult volunteers for crafts, 
recreation, and assisting group leaders.  Daily sessions occur from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; help is needed for 
one or all days.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium, or contact Ellen Allston (eallston@shadysidepres.org) 
for more information.

Freedom Camp – The Community Kids Mission Action Community (MAC) needs volunteers to assist the 
children at Valley View Presbyterian Church (Garfield) with their art and craft projects on Tuesdays from 
12:45 to 2:30 p.m., June 21 through July 19.  You may volunteer for one Tuesday or for as many as you are 
able.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium or contact Susan Thomson through the church office.

Young Adult Camping – Join other young adults for a night of camping at Raccoon Creek State Park on 
Friday, June 24.  Whether you can make it for the full night or just come for a campfire and s’mores, we 
hope you can join us for this time of fellowship.  Please contact Rev. John Magnuson for more information.

Mars Hill Mission Experience: July 10–16 – Over 100 people from SPC have traveled to Mars Hill to serve 
our neighbors in the Appalachian region of North Carolina.  We are hoping for fifty participants to take 
part in our annual mission, and we need you to consider joining the Shadyside team.  Projects range from 
children’s ministry to housing rehabilitation.  Informational brochures are available in the Narthex and 
Sharp Atrium.  Registrations will be accepted through Wednesday, June 15.

Save the Date – The 17th Annual Golf Outing and Silent Auction in support of Hosanna House will be held on 
Saturday, September 10, at Birdsfoot Golf Club in Freeport.  Not a golfer?  Not a problem!  Come for the dinner 
and auction only.  Brochures and registration forms will be available soon, but mark your calendars now!

Letters of joys and concerns are on the table in the Narthex.  Please take time to sign the letters.

Daily Prayer – Our Daily Prayer book, available in the Narthex, contains prayers and daily lectionary 
readings.  Our congregation uses this publication to guide our personal devotions day by day for the entire 
year.  Please pick up a copy of this free booklet and read the Scriptures along with us daily.

Prayer Gatherings occur on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., and on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.    
You are invited to join us for a time of silent and spoken prayers, as we bring our concerns before God.  If 
you cannot be with us in person, we encourage you to remember the congregation in your prayers at these 
same times.  This is one of the many ways we can express our care for one another.

PrayerNet is a complement to our ongoing prayer groups and prayer shawl ministry which lifts up urgent 
prayer requests for you or your loved ones.  If you or a loved one are in need of urgent prayer, or if you would 
like to become a PrayerNet prayer partner to help lift up these requests, email member Krissy Moehling at 
prayernet@shadysidepres.org.  Confidentiality, if requested for names and/or situations, will be maintained.

The Mini-Mouse – Sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter by providing your email address when 
registering your attendance in the pew pad or by sending an email message to info@shadysidepres.org.

The Shadyside Presbyterian Church website, www.shadysidepres.org, provides access to audio recordings 
of the service of worship.  Electronic copies of the bulletin also are available, as well as additional information 
about the church’s many programs, activities, and events.
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Mission Partner Spotlight

East End Cooperative Ministry’s Extraordinary Tutoring coordinates one-on-one after-school academic 
tutoring opportunities for students in kindergarten through twelfth grade.  Assistance is needed on 
Tuesdays through Thursdays for one hour per week.  For more information, visit www.eecm.org.

The Community Kids Mission Action Community (MAC) partners with schools, after-school programs, 
and non-profit agencies in Pittsburgh that aid in education efforts and the protection of children at risk.  
The MAC supports these organizations financially, and through recruiting volunteers to tutor, serve, and 
mentor.  To join the efforts of the Community Kids MAC, contact the Reverend Todd E. Leach, Associate 
Pastor for Missions.

About the Cover Artwork

In November 2011, Shadyside Presbyterian Church revealed more than six months of planning and artistic 
effort with the unveiling of a mosaic mural on the lower level of the church.  This installation crafted by local 
artist Lisa Platt now greets members and visitors arriving to our educational spaces.

Made with handcrafted red-clay tiles, stained glass, and recycled objects, the mosaic was a collaborative creation 
of the artist, SPC’s Art Task Force, and the children and youth of the church and nursery school.  Under Lisa’s 
direction, the children and youth created bordering tiles and embellishments such as leaves and hearts.

The mosaic emphasizes our Christian faith and illustrates our commitments to the areas of education, 
missions, and music.  Our church building is represented prominently alongside a cross and a depiction of Jesus 
Christ — all nestled within a stylized global context, establishing through multiple natural motifs a wonder-
filled sense of God’s creation.  The artwork incorporates the nursery school’s logo, which was designed by the 
first husband of church member and nursery school volunteer Susie Pettler.  Ms. Platt also has expressed our 
local and international connections, including in the design reminders of our missions-based relationships 
in Mexico, Malawi, China, Guatemala, and Mars Hill, as well as nods to our immediate neighborhood.  For 
example, the artwork includes a Scottish terrier vested in tartan as a reference to Carnegie Mellon University.  
A pipe organ is visible through the open doors of the church’s façade, while a traditional Scottish bagpiper 
appears elsewhere.

Repeated viewings prove rewarding, as new elements emerge and enrich the overall piece.  The mosaic 
captivates and delights viewers of all ages as we discover details and appreciate previously unnoticed figures.  
Visit the lower level and look closely — you may even see a church mouse!

About the Artist:  Lisa Platt likes to make people smile with her whimsical work, which can be seen around 
the city.  She has crafted mosaic pieces for the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in Lawrenceville and for the 
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium.  Her work is available at the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts in Shadyside. 
For information, visit www.pittsburgharts.org.
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Church Calendar
··········  May 29 – June 5  ··········

TODAY 11:00 a.m.  Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
May 29 11:20 a.m. Chapel Worship for preschool through 5th grade
  12:00 p.m. Time of Fellowship in the Sharp Atrium

MONDAY  Office Closed

TUESDAY 10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Group in the Craig Room
  6:00 p.m. Yoga in the Hulme Room

WEDNESDAY 6:00 p.m. Mission Dinner in the Parish Hall
  6:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School Junior Counselor Training in the Nazareth Room
  7:00 p.m. Music for Midsummer Nights Concert in the Sanctuary
  7:15 p.m. International Partnerships Mission Action Community in the Stamy Room

THURSDAY 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Group in the Walton Library

SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. New Officer Orientation in the Hulme Room

SUNDAY 9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education in the Hulme Room
June 5 10:00 a.m. Confirmation Informational Meeting in the Youth Room
 11:00 a.m. Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
 11:20 a.m. Chapel Worship for preschool through kindergarten
  12:00 p.m. Ice Cream Social Fellowship Event in the Parish Hall
  12:15 p.m. Community Partnerships Mission Action Community in the Stamy Room

Adult Bible Study

··········  Sundays in June  ··········

The Adult Christian Education Team invites  
you to join us on Sundays in June at 9:45 a.m.  
in the Hulme Room as the Adult Bible Study 

discusses Elijah.

Live Webcast

··········  Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  ··········

Listen to a live audio stream of our service of 
worship at www.shadysidepres.org/live  

Please share this link with friends and neighbors 
who may not be able to join us in person.
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This bulletin is printed on paper manufactured from recycled content.  If you would like to recycle your bulletin,  
kindly place it in any of the blue bins located in the Sharp Atrium or Narthex.

23rd Annual Strawberry Festival

··········  Friday, June 10, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  ·········· 
Welcome summer with neighbors and friends!

Menu items will include fresh strawberries, ice cream, strawberry shortcake, grilled hot dogs, chips, pasta salad, 
tossed salad, and beverages.  Baked goods also will be available for purchase.  Activities will include games on 

the McClintock Lawn with prizes for everyone, children’s crafts, balloons, and face painting.   
(In the event of rain, the festivities will move indoors.)

There is no charge for admission; crafts and the cakewalk are free.  Tickets for refreshments and other activities 
will be available for purchase.  Baked goods may be purchased with cash.  All proceeds from the festival’s 

activities will benefit the Sojourner House MOMS program.  For more information about Sojourner House,  
visit www.sojournerhousepa.org.
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