
Christian EduCation

Parables and Passion:  
Jesus’ Stories for the Days of Lent
adult Education topical Book study:  
sundays, beginning March 5, at 9:45 a.m.

You are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical 
book study, which begins studying John Indermark’s Parables and 
Passion: Jesus’ Stories for the Days of Lent on sunday, March 5.

Many writers who examine the 
parables of Jesus argue that they 
provide a window into the acts 
of ministry carried out during 
Christ’s journey to Jerusalem.  
John Indermark takes us even 
more deeply into that journey, 
holding up the lessons of the 
parables Jesus told in light of 
His betrayal and death on the 
cross.  Considered in this way, 
the parables take on a new significance, even more transparent and 
more clearly applicable in the lives of Christian believers.

Each week, readers are provided with an overview, five daily 
readings, and a “Sabbath” for reflection, review, and group study.  
The daily readings consist of a parable Scripture lesson, a reading 
and reflection that stems from the passage, a prayer, and a spiritual 
exercise.  Consider reading this book along with Mark A. Krofchik 
and Deacon Sherri P. Krofchik; gather in the Sharp Atrium on 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship before moving to the Chapel at 
9:45 a.m.  This study will continue through sunday, april 9. 

Worship & MusiC

Lenten Vespers Begin

Artwork: Ash Wednesday  
© Jan L. Richardson.  janrichardson.com

Mark A. and Sherri P. Krofchik

Christian EduCation

Lenten Vespers Bible Study with the Pastors
Wednesdays, March 1 through april 5, from 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

As Lent is a season for self-reflection, it is also a good time to reflect upon Scripture and 
its importance in our lives.  During the Wednesdays in Lent, join our pastors after vespers 
from 7:45 to 8:30 p.m. in the Craig Room for a Bible study and casual conversation about 
the Scripture preached on that night.  Booklets with the Scripture passages, accompanied 
by thoughts to ponder, will be available in the weeks leading up to Lent.  Be sure to pick up 
your booklet and join in this Lenten practice of reading and reflection.

Join us as we begin our Lenten 
journey on ash Wednesday, 
March 1, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary, with the Reverend 
Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching.  
Vespers continue in the 
sanctuary on Wednesdays 
through april 5.  These 
45-minute candlelight Commu-
nion services include a homily, 
the Lord’s Supper, and music 
offered by the Shadyside 
Strings, Chatham Baroque, and 
the Choirs of the Pittsburgh 
School for the Choral Arts.  
Childcare is available.

Left:  In a stained glass window furnished by the Gorham Company and installed in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
sanctuary, Jesus is depicted praying in the garden of Gethsemane, with the crosses of Golgotha in the background.  
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Seeking Answers?  Study the Scriptures

Nestled in the city of Orangested on the island of Aruba, sits Aruba’s oldest 
house of worship, a Protestant church established in 1822.  Secured to the 
wall near the front door of the sanctuary is a “Tribute to the Bible.”  It reads:

This book contains the mind of God, the way of salvation, the doom 
of sinners, and happiness of believers.  Its doctrine is holy, its precepts 
are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions immutable.  Read 
it to be wise, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy.  It contains light 
to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  It is the 
traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s 
character.  Here heaven is opened, the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its subject, our good its 
design, the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.  
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth and a river of pleasure.  It is given 
to you here in this life, will be opened at the judgment, and is established forever.  It involves 
the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest taker, and condemn all who trifle with its 
sacred contents.

Although it took several minutes to copy this tribute to my notepad, I felt compelled to do so.  Why?  
Because of the day and the culture in which we live.  Today people everywhere are searching for answers.  
As Karl Barth informed his students, most people come to church on Sunday asking, “Is it true?”  This 
question leads me to ask, “Do we who call ourselves disciples have the obligation to address the needs of 
the world by sharing the truth we also know: the truth revealed in Scripture?”

If today you face uncertainty or have a tremendous need for answers to life’s most perplexing questions, 
then I urge you to turn to God’s Word made known in Scripture.  But please don’t just flip the Bible open 
and look for simplistic answers for your particular dilemma.  Get to know God’s Word, immerse your 
being in the daily study of Scripture.  The surprise of “what” you will discover is “who” you will discover.

Jesus Christ is the message of Scripture; He is the living Word.  Scripture is life-giving and true in that 
it witnesses to God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ.  If we are to obey Him and follow Him, we must seek 
the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit as we read, interpret, and seek to faithfully obey the 
witness of Scripture in our lives.

Wednesday, March 1, is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  This is a time we spend in reflection 
and prayer, affirming what is essential and repenting from all that leads us away from God.  When 
taken seriously, Lent is a time of transformation!  We need not be stuck in self-destructive and negative 
patterns, for by the mercy of God made known in Jesus Christ, we can be fundamentally changed.  We 
can be transformed through repentance to a new life, a life of the Spirit.

Let us all use this time of Lent to immerse ourselves in daily study of Scripture and seek what is good 
and true and holy.  Through Scripture, may God reveal to you Jesus Christ.  It is a gift from God I pray 
for you during the Lenten season.

“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His Word I put my hope.”  (Psalm 130:5)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MEssagE froM thE pastor

March Food Collection for East End Cooperative Ministry Food Pantry

The East End Cooperative Ministry’s food pantry is experiencing an increase in food requests.  The 
Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) invites members and friends to donate 
non-perishable food items for our March Food Collection.  Bags will be distributed after worship on 
March 5 and 12.  A list of suggested donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected 
on sunday, March 19.  If you are unable to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by bringing 
your bag to the church office during the week of March 12.  Additional questions may be directed to 
Rev. Todd Leach or to any member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

hungEr & hoMELEssnEss
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sEssion

Strategic Prioritization
Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.  Proverbs 16:3

On Saturday, November 5, leadership from our Elder, Trustee, and Deacon boards met with senior 
staff and consultant Russell Ridley, Ph.D., to begin a process of strategic prioritization for our mutual 
ministries over the next three to five years.  We are very pleased to inform the congregation that 
our leadership has identified several areas in the life and ministry of our church family which we 
are enthusiastically beginning to explore.  Our next step is to work in various task forces to identify 
SMART goals — that is, goals which are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and time-bound.  The 
Session and various committees of all three boards will be working together to hone these goals and 
determine the best avenues for implementation.  As the goals are refined and vetted by the Session, we 
will be sharing with the congregation the wonderful and exciting things we believe God is doing in our 
midst and calling us all to commit ourselves to accomplish.  Please keep our leadership and their efforts 
lifted to God in prayer.

Improved Preparedness to Support Disaster Relief Efforts
Session approved a motion from the Mission and Urban Ministry Team to allow the church to respond 
more quickly in support of disaster relief efforts.  A portion of the annual mission budget will be 
dedicated to disaster relief, and the Mission and Urban Ministry Team will be authorized to disburse 
these funds in response to a limited number of disasters each year.  The team will consider emergencies 
to which Presbyterian Disaster Assistance responds or which directly affect one of our mission partners.  
In addition, congregation members will be informed and invited to make individual contributions as 
they are led.  We are confident this measure will facilitate our timely response to our neighbors in crisis.

Missions

CaMpus Ministry

Prayers for Mexico City Mission Teams: March 4–11 and March 11–18
This month, a number of students that participate in our  
Campus Ministry will join with congregants from Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church in a mission experience in Mexico City.  While 
there, we will work with ConeXión Mosaico, our mission partner, 
and serve the community by working on a construction project.  It is our hope that our two trips — 
one March 4-11 and the other March 11-18 — will be a time of fellowship with our Lord and with our 
community.  Please join us in praying for the teams and those they serve during their travels.

Christian EduCation

Women at the Well
second & fourth thursdays

In March, the Women at the 
Well Bible study continues 
exploring Adam Hamilton’s 
John: The Gospel of Light 
and Life.  Ladies of all ages 
are invited to participate, and 
each chapter stands well on 
its own, so do not worry if you 
have missed previous meetings.  
Please join us for in-depth Bible 
study, fellowship, and, if your 
schedule permits, grab lunch 
with us afterward!  Questions?  
Please contact Lauren Sharps 
through the church office.

Missions

Mars Hill Mission
save the date: July 9–15

This will be our tenth all-church, 
intergenerational mission trip 
to the Appalachian foothills 
of North Carolina, where 
individuals and families join 
together to work on homes of 
disadvantaged homeowners.  
Absolutely no construction 
skills are required.  Youth and 
adults work side by side, while 
special programs are created 
for  younger children.  An 
informational meeting will 
occur this spring, but contact 
Rev. Todd Leach with questions.

young aduLt Ministry

Glass Activity
sunday, March 19, at the 
pittsburgh glass Center

Join other young adults for 
a demonstration and hands-
on glass blowing activity at 
the Pittsburgh Glass Center, 
located at 5472 Penn Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206, on 
sunday, March 19, from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m.  Cost is $25 payable to 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  
Please RSVP in the Sharp 
Atrium by friday, March 17.  
For more information, please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson 
through the church office.
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Divorce Support
Shadyside’s Divorce Support is a faith-based group designed to help separated or divorced women 
move toward healing and new life.  The group meets monthly in the home of a member for fellowship, 
support, prayer, and friendship.  If you would like to learn more about this ministry, please contact  
Rev. Lynn Portz.

CarE & support

nEW MEMBErs

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members
We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received on 
January 29:

Nancy Allen

Rachel A. Borland

David C. Borland

Sarah R. Hancock

David H. Roscher

Melissa R. Roscher

Lisa M. Susalla

“How can that be?”
Recently, the church Mouse secretly followed two of our members and 
overheard the following conversation.

One Sunday morning, two Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
members were walking to the worship service, and they decided to 
stop at the home of an 82-year-old widow.  As they rang the doorbell, 
they noticed a note taped to the storm door.  It read, “Gone to church. 
Be back at 12:30.”

One commented to the other, “How can that be?  Sally has been 
unable to drive for some time.”

“Perhaps she listens to the live streaming service over the internet.”  

“But she has never learned to use the computer her children gave her 
for Christmas.”

“Well, I must tell you, I visited earlier and set up access to the church 
website for her.”

“You know she has lost a great deal of hearing.”

“Yes I know; however, it doesn’t seem to be a problem since my wife 
purchased a set of earphones for her, and we increased the volume 
setting.  The ability to print the bulletin for her on Saturdays has 
been helpful and a blessing to her.  She now literally participates 
in the service as she follows the words of the beautiful prayers and 
choral anthems.  Tears came to her eyes when she received her first 
bulletin that enabled her to join us more fully each Sunday.  We also 
have been able to get her a hymnal and place post-it notes on each 
of the hymns, and, you know, now she feels less self-conscious when 
she raises her voice in appreciation for each of the hymns which so 
wonderfully bring our services together.”

“She must miss visiting with old friends during the fellowship hour, 
and I am sure she doesn’t text.”

“Well, we try to give her a telephone call to share our mutual 
appreciation of the service and extend the greetings and news of her 
friends.”

Eventually, these two members did manage to give Sally a special 
Sunday morning greeting.  As they departed, they expressed 
their delight that she would be present in spirit with them in 
the sanctuary.  She responded, “I love to close my eyes and let my 
imagination blossom.  I can see all of my old pewmates and the 
mosaic, which reminds me of the presence of the Holy Spirit.”

CarE & support CaMpus Ministry

Pirates Game

For our Campus Ministry 
Mission Action Community 
(MAC) spring celebration, we 
are headed to PNC Park to watch 
the Pirates take on the Atlanta 
Braves, on saturday, april 8, 
at 7:05 p.m.  If you would like 
to watch some baseball and 
hang out with our area college 
students before they leave for 
the summer, you are most 
welcome to join us.  Cost: $10 
per ticket, which includes a $5 
concessions voucher.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium 
beginning March 1, or contact 
Brytani Clifton or Rebecca 
Reeder.  Our thirty tickets 
will go quickly, so reserve your 
ticket early!

· · · · · · · · · ·   Listen to the Live Worship Webcast  ······· · · ·
You, too, can join Sally and others who are present in spirit on 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  Visit www.shadysidepres.org/live and 
press play to listen.  Follow along using the downloadable bulletin.
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Mission Dinner: Off the Floor Pittsburgh
Wednesday, March 8, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall

Off the Floor Pittsburgh (OTF) is a local Christian volunteer 
ministry, which, since 2004, has provided basic used furniture like 
beds, dressers, tables, and chairs to disadvantaged families who 
lack these items. The mission of OTF is to strengthen families and 
to reduce the pain and indignity of extreme poverty in the greater 
Pittsburgh region by recycling used furniture in good condition and 
delivering it free of charge to families in deepest need. 

Join us to hear Executive Director Bob Myers discuss how OTF assists our neighbors in need by helping 
them to make their house a home.

Missions

parish LifE

Ninth Annual Pie Sunday
sunday, March 12, in the parish hall following worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team will host Pie Sunday in the Parish Hall during the Time of Fellowship 
on sunday, March 12.  We are looking for some terrific pie bakers to provide a variety of pies, ranging 
from sweet apple to savory shepherd’s pie.  Sign up in the Sharp Atrium to bring a pie, or call the church 
office.  Not a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will be plenty to share!  We hope you can join us in fellowship.

parish LifE

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
Wednesday, March 15, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. in the parish hall

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on  
Wednesday, March 15.  The menu will include roasted chicken with pan sauce, roasted root vegetables, 
and sliced baguettes.  Assorted cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make your reservation by 
signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by Monday, March 13.  A freewill 
offering will be received to offset the costs of the meal.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope 
you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Intergenerational Prayer Partnerships Forming
a Call to Lend your Wisdom, your Voice, your Care to the younger generation

Are you in your 70s, 80s, 90s, 100s?  Then we need you!  We are 
extending an invitation to members of our church family in these age 
groups to become a prayer partner with one of the children involved 
in our Children’s Ministry at Shadyside Presbyterian Church and his 
or her family.  Please prayerfully consider this opportunity, which 
will enable you to unite your voice of wisdom, inspiration, comfort, 
and care to the young of our congregation.

We so would love to have you join a prayer partnership!  Stay tuned for 
a mailed letter with more details and, for those who are interested, a 
chance to connect with your paired child and his or her family in a 
face-to-face breakfast meeting during an upcoming God and Family 
First (GAFF) gathering at the church.

If you are interested in learning more or if you would like to become part of this exciting, supportive 
ministry, please contact Krissy Moehling, Ellen Allston, or Rev. Lynn Portz through the church office.

ChiLdrEn’s Ministry

Photo: Tuzemka | Shutterstock.com
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CoMMuniCations

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Wednesday, March 1 
April issue

Monday, april 3 
May issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

Worship & MusiC

Sunday Worship
first sunday in Lent, March 5, at 11:00 a.m.  

with Communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

second sunday in Lent, March 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

third sunday in Lent, March 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

fourth sunday in Lent, March 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Lenten Vespers
Wednesdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, at 7:00 p.m. 

Audio available via the live webcast:  
www.shadysidepres.org/live 
Please see the article on page 1.

Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of lilies in the 
sanctuary during the worship 
services on Easter morning.  
Orders may be placed in 
memory of loved ones at a 
cost of $8 per lily.  Order forms 
are available in the narthex 
and Sharp Atrium and must 
be received by sun., March 26.

dEaCons

· · · ·   Save the Date  ····

Vacation Bible school
Monday – friday,

June 26–30
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Contact Ellen Allston through 
the church office for details.

ChiLdrEn’s MinistryCoMMuniCations

Pulpit Notes

www.shadysidepres.org/blog

Thoughts, Prayers, and 
Devotions from the Pastor
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