
Christian EduCation

Small Group Bible Study Options

This fall, Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Adult Christian Education Team offers a variety of options 
to join with others in times of learning and sharing.

sundays, beginning september 18, at 9:45 a.m.
•	 Adult	Bible	Study	in	the	Hulme	Room:	This year, we will study 

the writings of St. John, beginning with the Gospel, continuing 
with the epistles, and concluding with the Book of Revelation.  
Led by Elder Richard L. McGough III.

•	 Adult	Topical	Book	Study	in	the	Chapel:	Join us as we begin 
studying Living Your Strengths: Discover Your God-Given 
Talents and Inspire Your Community, by Albert L. Winseman, 
Donald O. Clifton, and Curt Liesveld.  Led by Elder Jayne Adair 
Cox and Elder Randy C. Adams II, this study will continue 
through	Sunday,	October	16.  See page 4 for more.

•	 Campus	 Ministry	 Donut	 Society	 in	 the	 Walton	 Library:	
College students study the Sunday morning Scripture lesson.

Weekdays
•	 Autumn	 Study:	 Three groups will study Discipleship: The 

Way of Jesus, part of the Being Reformed series and written by  
Dr. John Burgess.  One group will meet at the church following vespers, while the other two groups 
will meet off-site at homes in the city and in the North Hills.  Meetings will occur from mid-
October through mid-November.  In late September, sign up in the Sharp Atrium to participate.

•	 Chatham	Bible	Study:	College students gather on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. at the McElhattan home 
on Chatham’s campus.  Contact Brytani Hinson.

•	 Longwood	Bible	Study:	Residents of Longwood at Oakmont typically gather on the third Monday 
of the month at 10:45 a.m.  Contact Rev. Lynn Portz.

•	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	An interesting and varied group of women gathers twice each month on 
Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Craig Room.  See page 4 for this fall’s study.

•	 Young	Adult	 Bible	 Study:	Young adults and friends typically gather on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Stamy Room.  Contact Rev. John Magnuson.

Above:  St. John as depicted in a stained 
glass window located near the pulpit and 
furnished by the Gorham Company.  The 
Sunday Bible study will focus on St. John’s 
writings.  (Photo by Ellen Allston.)

PARiSH	Life

Potluck Picnic Under the Tent: Sunday, September 18

The Parish Life Ministry Team would like to invite all members, guests, and students to our annual 
Potluck Picnic immediately following the worship service on sunday, september 18.  The picnic will be 
held under a tent on the McClintock Lawn, rain or shine.  The church will provide fried chicken, ham, 
and baked beans.  Each family should bring an entrée or side dish that will feed at least 12.  Ice cream, 
sorbet, and a variety of toppings will be provided for dessert.  Don’t cook?  Come anyway; we will have 
enough food for all.  Comfortable clothing is encouraged.  Please contact the church office or sign up in 
the Sharp Atrium to RSVP by	Wednesday,	September	14,	and let us know what you will bring.
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A Place for Each of Us

As summer draws to a close, I am mindful of our young people who are 
leaving home to continue or to embark on new journeys at colleges and 
universities around the nation. 

I remember a church workday, many years ago, at the small country church 
I served in North Carolina.  I was working beside a young man who was 
about to depart for college.  As we were putting weeds and yard debris into 
a trash can liner, I began searching for a twist tie to secure the bag.  I looked 
for the ties on a nearby table and on the ground.  I even asked several people 
standing nearby if they knew where the twist ties were located.  Finally, the young prankster pulled 
them out of his pocket and, with a smile, said to me, “You don’t understand, Mr. Conrad, this is my job!”

I can’t tell you what this young man went on to study, but I do know that he had a great sense of humor 
and a personality that would take him far in life.  Despite his practical joking with me that day, I knew 
him to be a hard worker and a young man who took seriously his call to discipleship.

Any organization — be it a church, city government, small business, or community ministry — needs 
mutual cooperation of its members to achieve their common goals.  To do this, individual members 
must acknowledge and utilize the strengths of others, as well as make their own special contribution.

What some people may find hard to tolerate, we as disciples of Christ need to celebrate and affirm in 
our community outreach and ministry with others: that God has made each of us different and unique!  
God has gifted each of us with particular talents, abilities, and spiritual insight to enhance the common 
good.  In order to advance the ministry of Jesus Christ at SPC, however, we must not only make our 
own unique contributions, we must also encourage others to make their own: by sharing the wonderful 
talents and insights God has given them.

We don’t have to look far today to see people in need.  We also don’t have to look very far to see the 
Church of Jesus Christ trying to witness to our Lord by meeting needs in our community and world.  I 
hope, therefore, we all will take the time necessary to reflect upon how we can contribute to the witness 
of Jesus Christ.  God has blessed us in so many ways — but how are we using all that God has provided us 
in order to reflect His glory and enrich the common good? 

Despite the fact that the young man from my first church was kidding with me, his assertion becomes 
a very real question for any disciple:  Do you have a clear understanding of “your job” in light of the 
broader witness of the Church?  We all have a place.  We all have a call.  And we all have a responsibility to 
Christ and to one another.  As our fall programs at SPC begin, let us join together in worship and service 
by offering our presence, our talents, our insight, and our gifts to the glory of God, both near and far.

“The body is a unit though it is made up of many parts: If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
sense of hearing be?  If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God 
has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be.  If they were all one 
part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”  (1 Corinthians 12:14, 17-20)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MeSSAge	fROM	THe	PASTOR

Near and Far: Support the Historic Sesquicentennial Mission Gift

Please remember that all contributions toward the Sesquicentennial 
Anniversary Mission Gift must be received by	friday,	September	30.   
Please make checks payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” 
with “150th Mission Gift” on the memo line.  Contributions may be 
sent to the attention of the Finance Office at the church or may be 
placed in the offering plate during worship.  Brochures and contribution envelopes are available in the 
pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  Read more online at	www.shadysidepres.org/150-mission-gift.  
Questions may be directed to Nancy Shaytar, Director of Finance, through the church office.

SeSquiCenTenniAL
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YOuTH	MiniSTRY

CHiLDRen’S	MiniSTRY

Children in Worship

The Book of Order, which is 
part of the Constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), 
offers these words about the 
tenderest among us:  “Children 
bring special gifts to worship 
and grow in the faith through 
their regular inclusion and 
participation in the worship of 
the congregation.”  Beginning 
in September, children in third 
grade and older will remain 
with their families in the 
sanctuary to participate fully in 
our service of worship.

COMMuniTY	KiDS

Above:  Susan Thomson helps a child with her craft project at Valley View Presbyterian 
Church’s Freedom Camp.  (Photo by Ellen Allston.)

Appreciation for Freedom Camp Volunteers

Volunteers from Shadyside Presbyterian Church provided arts and 
crafts for the children at Freedom Camp, the summer program 
at Valley View Presbyterian Church in Garfield.  Each Tuesday 
afternoon during the five-week camp, the volunteers got to know 
the children, shared stories, and made crafts.  This is the seventh 
summer we have assisted the counselors at Valley View, and we were 
delighted to be invited to their end-of-camp special performance.  
Many thanks to all who made this happen again this year: Ellen 
Allston, Vicki Cherney, Carla Gedman, Beatrice Jones, Clayton 
Pienaar, Lauren Sharps, Katie Thomson, and Susan Thomson.

Confirmation Journey Begins

This fall, we will start an important journey with our eighth- and ninth-grade students: Confirmation.  
This year-long process includes Sunday morning classes, service work, a one-on-one mentorship, and 
a spring retreat.  Each student will draft a personal statement of faith and be received by the Session 
before publicly affirming his or her baptismal vows on Confirmation Sunday.  Weekly classes begin 
sunday, september 11, during the Christian education hour (9:45 to 10:45 a.m.) and include topics 
such as theology, church history, polity, and spiritual disciplines.  Please keep our confirmands and 
their mentors in your prayers as they embark on this path together.  For more information about 
Confirmation or any youth programming, please contact Rev. John Magnuson.

Above:  Jesus’ blessing of the children is 
depicted in one of the Gorham Company 
stained glass windows located in the 
sanctuary.  (Photo by Ellen Allston.)

DiSCiPLeSHiP

All-Church Retreat: October 7 and 8

You are invited to attend our fall retreat — a time of fun, fellowship, 
contemplation, and spiritual growth in a natural setting embodying 
the beauty of God’s creation.  Experiences will be geared toward all 
ages; childcare and children’s activities are provided.  Please join 
us for the evening of	 friday,	 October	 7,	 through the afternoon 
of	 Saturday,	 October	 8,	 at Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center, just an hour’s drive north in Slippery Rock.  Brochures and 
registration forms are available in the Narthex and Sharp Atrium, 
and online at	www.shadysidepres.org/retreat.	 Please complete a 
form by	Wednesday,	September	28,	to guarantee your shirt.
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New Women’s Weekday Bible Study Begins September 8

What Happens When Women Say Yes to God,	by	Lysa	TerKeurst

This fall, the women’s weekday morning Bible study will enjoy a new Bible study book and companion 
DVD by Lysa TerKeurst: What Happens When Women Say Yes to God.  In this series, Lysa shares “how 
to experience God in unexpected ways, learn to discern His voice, and make your faith come alive.”

Our introductory meeting will be Thursday,	September	8, from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Craig Room.  
(Please order your book from Amazon or another book vendor prior to September 8.)  Sessions continue 
on	September	22,	October	13	and	27,	and	november	3	and	17.	 Women of all ages are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Questions?  Please contact Connie Coffelt, Eileen Flaherty, or Lauren Sharps 
through the church office.

ADuLT	eDuCATiOn

CAMPuS	MiniSTRY

Celebrate a New School Year with Area College Students

The Campus Ministry Mission Action Community (MAC) is bringing our annual “Welcome” cookout 
to our home ground this year, hosting it under the tent on the McClintock Lawn.  Our hope remains 
the same: to welcome new and returning college students to another school year, the neighborhood, 
and our church family, and to do so in a fun and casual manner.  Join us for a potluck cookout on  
Thursday,	September	15,	at 6:00 p.m. under the tent.  Expect to meet and welcome a college student 
or two, get to know a fellow church family member better, and feast on some delicious food.  We also 
will show a family-friendly movie under the tent beginning at 8:00 p.m. for those who want to continue 
hanging out.  All are welcome!  RSVPs are encouraged to ensure enough food; please register before 
Monday,	September	12,	by signing up in the Sharp Atrium, calling the church office, or contacting 
Rebecca Reeder (rreeder@shadysidepres.org) or Brytani Hinson (bhinson@shadysidepres.org).

Living Your Strengths: Discover Your God-Given Talents

Sundays	at	9:45	a.m.	in	the	Chapel,	September	18	through	October	16

Even in a country as religious as the U.S., many people feel disengaged 
from their faith communities.  More than half report that they really 
don’t get the opportunity in their congregation to do what they do 
best.  People just feel disconnected.

The problem is simply this: Too many people’s talents are going 
unappreciated.  But it doesn’t have to be this way.  The featured 
book for this fall’s first topical book study — Living Your Strengths:  
Discover Your God-Given Talents and Inspire Your Community — 
shows readers how to use their innate gifts to enrich their faith 
communities.  The book — written by one-time pastors Albert 
Winseman and Curt Liesveld, with Donald O. Clifton, co-author of 
the national bestseller Now, Discover Your Strengths — shows people 
how to identify and affirm their talents, and how to use them for 
growth and service.  Most importantly, Living Your Strengths helps 
people discover their true calling.

Read Living Your Strengths along with us and join the conversation 
led by Elder Jayne Adair Cox and Elder Randy C. Adams II on 
sunday, september 18.  Together we will begin turning talents into 
strengths, leading toward deeper spiritual enrichment.

To see a preview of the full schedule of upcoming topical book studies, 
visit	www.shadysidepres.org/adult-christian-education.

ADuLT	eDuCATiOn

Elder Jayne Adair Cox

Elder Randy C. Adams II
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DiSCiPLeSHiP

An Invitation to Deeper Discipleship with the Daily Lectionary

Sunday,	September	11,	at	9:45	a.m.	in	the	Chapel

As a part of our church-wide discipleship, we will continue following the daily lectionary.  This year and 
following, we will be using the Book of Common Worship Daily Prayer.  This book, full of prayers and 
intimate worship services, also contains the daily lectionary.  Feel free to pick up one of the books from 
the book case in the Parlor (accessible via the Sharp Atrium) for a suggested donation of $10.  (Checks 
may be placed in an offering plate and made payable to “Shadyside Presbyterian Church” with “Daily 
Lectionary” in the memo line.)

On sunday, september 11, a class will occur in the Chapel at 9:45 a.m. to discuss how best to use this 
book and all of its resources, including prayers, services, and the daily lectionary.  We hope you will join 
us on this journey of discipleship!

You can find the daily lectionary in the back of the book.  We are currently in Year 2.  Questions?  Please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson: jmagnuson@shadysidepres.org or 412-682-4300, ext. 125.

SeSquiCenTenniAL

New Book Chronicling Church History Available September 18

Our observation of the 150th Anniversary of Shadyside Presbyterian Church spans much of the rest 
of the year.  You will have a chance to learn more about our history, starting two weeks before our 
celebration on	Sunday,	October	2.	 A new book, Liturgy: A Reflection on Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
will be available to purchase at the Potluck Picnic following worship on september 18, and afterward.

The book, written by Elder Tim Engleman, is published in two editions: paperback for $10 and hard 
cover for $20.  The story samples Shadyside Presbyterian in each era of its existence to identify church 
family traits that would be recognizable to congregation members from any era.  Those who take the 
opportunity to read the book before October 2 should have a greater appreciation of the celebration on 
World Communion Sunday.  While it will be offered on that day, sales may be a bit hectic amid all of the 
events planned.  The soft-cover version makes a great reading copy.  
For those who want a more permanent edition for their library, the 
hard-cover book is a good choice.  The book makes a thoughtful gift, 
and Christmas is only a few short months away.

At a time to be announced, Tim Engleman will deliver a talk titled 
“What I Left Out of the Book,” during which he will disclose stories 
that just wouldn’t fit, that don’t have solid archival evidence, or that 
are best shared among friends.  Tim teases that he has not confirmed 
yet whether note-taking and recording devices will be permitted 
during the presentation.

· · · · · · · · · ·   Share Your Memories of Shadyside Presbyterian Church  ······· · · ·
No church history could contain in its pages all of the stories generated by 150 years of ministry, so we 
invite you to add your personal reflections to our collective reminiscences on the church’s Facebook 
page.  Look for the 150th event pinned to the top of	facebook.com/Shadyside	Presbyterian	and visit the 
discussion tab.  Share your favorite memory from your personal history with Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, or simply tell us what is most meaningful to you about this beloved community of faith.  You 
can include the hashtag	#shadysidepres150	if you’d like.  Don’t forget to tag	@ShadysidePresbyterian	
if you are posting on your own profile and mentioning us.  (And, if you haven’t “liked” Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church on Facebook yet, now would be a great time, so that you will be able to remain part 
of the ongoing online conversation surrounding the 150th celebration.)  If you do not have a Facebook 
account — or if you don’t even have a computer — that is not a problem!  The church can publish your 
recollection on your behalf.  Please include your name and submit the memory you’d like to share via 
e-mail in a message to	info@shadysidepres.org	or in writing through the church office.
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neW	MeMBeRS WORSHiP	&	MuSiC

Sunday Worship
Sunday,	September	4,	at	11:00	a.m.,	with	Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Sunday,	September	11,	at	11:00	a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson preaching

Sunday,	September	18,	at	11:00	a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Sunday,	September	25,	at	11:00	a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays,	September	7,	14,	21,	and	28,	at	7:00	p.m. 

These candlelit services, including Communion, offer a more 
intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Inquirers’ Class
A two-week orientation class 
for inquirers occurs sundays, 
september 18 and 25, from 9:45 
to 10:30 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about 
the various ministries of SPC. 
Childcare is available during 
the class.  New members will be 
received on sunday, sept. 25, 
and recognized in worship that 
day.  If you would like to register 
for the class, please contact Ruth 
Garrett in the church office.

PARiSH	Life

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
Wednesday,	September	21,	from	6:00	to	6:45	p.m.

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on 
Wednesday,	September	21.  The menu will include chicken and mushroom Alfredo; kale and romaine 
Caesar salad; and sliced baguettes or yeast rolls.  Assorted cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make 
your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by Monday,	
september 19.  Cost: $6.  Children 10 and under: goodwill offering.  Nursery care is available.  If you are 
able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.
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