
Worship & MUsic

Sesquicentennial Anniversary:  
Celebrating 150 Years of Blessings

World communion sunday, october 2, at 10:45 a.m.  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Through All the Circling Years

In 2016, we commemorate the anniversary of 150 years in the life 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  Worship is the centerpiece of 
our sesquicentennial celebration on sunday, october 2, beginning 
at 10:45 a.m. with a prelude for brass, timpani, and organ.  The 
extended service will include music commissioned by the church 
and composed by Mark A. Anderson, and the Reverend Dr. Conrad 
C. Sharps will preach a homily of celebration for the occasion.

In our observance of World Communion Sunday, first celebrated 
at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 1933, we welcome the 
participation of past ministers:

• The Reverend Dr. David B. Antonson

• The Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes

• The Reverend Dr. William N. Jackson

• The Reverend B. De Neice Welch

• The Reverend Calvin C. Wilson

Additional participants in the service include members of the 
Sesquicentennial Committee as well as representatives of our 
Youth Ministry and two of our mission partners, the Neighborhood 
Academy in Pittsburgh and our sister congregation, Soche Church, 
in Malawi.  (For more about our guests from Malawi, please see the 
article to the right on this page.)

A special reception in the Parish Hall follows worship for guests 
to enjoy fellowship and refreshments.  In addition, distinguished 
guests will share brief remarks; author Tim Engleman will present 
the new volume of church history; and the Chancel Choir will 
release a new CD with music celebrating the history of Shadyside.  

The Sesquicentennial Committee: Randy C. Adams II;  
Mark A. Anderson; Charlotte W. Beukema; Timothy C. Engleman; 

Nathaniel C. Hunter; Percy M. Jackson, Chair; Beatrice P. Jones; 
Margaret R. Mehl; Boyd S. Murray; Robert B. Luthultz;  

Sharon L. Luthultz; B. James Shafer; Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

Missions

Visit from Malawian 
Mission Partners

Dr. Sang Park and Lindirabe Mazinyane

We are thrilled to welcome 
four friends from Malawi, 
including three from our sister 
congregation, Soche Church, 
in October.  Please join us in 
extending hospitality to our 
guests during their visit.

sesquicentennial celebration:
On sunday, october 2, our 
guests will celebrate our 150th 
anniversary with us and will 
participate in the worship 
service at 10:45 a.m.

Mission Dinner:
On Wednesday, october 5, at 
6:00 p.m., Lindirabe Mazinyane 
of the Blantyre Synod Health 
and Development Commission 
will speak in the Parish Hall.

All-church retreat:
Our Malawian siblings will 
attend the retreat along with us  
Friday–saturday, october 7–8.  
More: shadysidepres.org/retreat

Mission Breakfast:
On sunday, october 9, Evance 
Thindo, Ruth Ndenje, and 
Henderson Mabeti will lead 
a discussion highlighting the 
ministry of Soche Church at 
9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.

Sesquicentennial  
Edition

On sunday, october 16, author Tim Engleman will 
lead a discussion and a Q&A session for the new 
history book.  Please see the article on page 2. 
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Sesquicentennial — Forward!

I read once of a career counselor at New York University who was 
interviewing a middle-aged man interested in a new direction for his life.  
During the interview, the man remarked, “I wish I had studied medicine 
the first time I went to college; I’ve always wanted to be a doctor.”

After a quick review of the man’s transcripts and aptitude tests, the 
counselor replied, “Actually, that’s exactly what many indicators would 
lead me to advise you: to study medicine and become a doctor.”  But the 
man refused the advice, telling the counselor that wouldn’t be practical, 
because, “in seven years, I’ll be too old.”

The counselor politely smiled and asked, “And how old will you be in seven years if you don’t study 
medicine?”

Allow me to juxtapose the principal this counselor seems to present by asking the question: As a church 
preparing to celebrate our Sesquicentennial Anniversary, what do we have to offer modernity in the 
name of Jesus Christ?  In light of the centuries-long witness of the Church, do we have anything less 
to offer the world than the first disciples had — that is, the Good News of the Gospel and the love God?

So often, we look to the horizons of our own lives, forgetting who we are and where God is calling us as 
the people of God.  God has a desire that we commit ourselves and continue to grow in understanding, 
wisdom, and faith by pursuing God’s desire for humanity: salvation and reconciliation with God 
through Jesus Christ. 

As the people of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, I hope we will acknowledge that the best years are 
still ahead of us!  We still have many dreams and goals, as yet not fully revealed, that together we can 
discern, celebrate, and build upon.

Over the next month, we will be reflecting upon the theme: Sesquicentennial — Forward!  I hope it 
will be so much more than a 150th anniversary celebration.  I hope it will be, in many ways, a summons 
for us to move forward in faith, as those who have gone before us have demonstrated, by committing 
ourselves to fully live to the glory of God.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAGe FroM the pAstor

Discover Hidden Histories: Tim Engleman to Lead Book Discussion

Paul Harvey might have said, “And now, the rest of the story.”  However, on 
sunday, october 16, immediately after worship, Tim Engleman will reveal 
“What I Left Out of the Book.”  The book is the new history of our church, 
Liturgy: A Reflection on Shadyside Presbyterian Church.  The talk will 
include history that did not fit, tales that do not have firm confirmation, 
and stories best shared among friends.  After a brief presentation, there 
will be time for your questions and recollections of your own that should 
not have been left out of the book.  (The carved grotesque from our church’s 
exterior, pictured here, just heard a preview.)  If you don’t yet have your copy 
of the new history or want to get one for a friend, copies will be available for purchase.  Refreshments 
will be available.  And, rest assured, there is no truth to the rumor that non-disclosure agreements will 
be required for attendance.

sesqUicentenniAl

· · · · · · · · · ·   Stewardship: Sesquicentennial — Forward!  ······· · · ·
Stewardship brochures and pledge forms will be mailed to members in early October.  Please 

prayerfully consider your pledge in light of God’s bountiful blessings in your life and joyfully 
return your form to the church on or before stewardship celebration sunday, october 23.
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hUMAn resoUrces

Staff Transitions

Following Laurel Schultz’s retirement in August, ruth Garrett 
moved into the role of Assistant to the Senior Pastor.  To this 
position, Ruth brings with her not only the high degree of 
familiarity with our congregation which she has gleaned over nine 
years as part of our church staff, but also her skillful expertise, 
consummate professionalism, and good cheer.  We are grateful 
that she can provide stability and continuity during this transition.  
Please remember Ruth in your prayers as she assumes her new 
responsibilities.

In late August, Michelle Dzikowski joined the office staff as 
Assistant to the Associate Pastors.  Michelle’s previous work 
experience includes nine years with a legal firm in Downtown 
Pittsburgh.  Her four-year-old daughter Grace attends Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Nursery School, and together they reside 
in Regent Square with their Doberman Shiloh and four cats.  In 
addition to being an animal lover, Michelle enjoys gardening and 
yoga.  Please join us in welcoming her to our church family!  

Giving Thanks for the Prayer Shawl Ministry

For the past four years, a group of knitters and other fiber artists has gathered at the church regularly 
to pray for those in our community and church who are experiencing illness or life transitions.  As 
they prayed, they lovingly hand-crafted gifts to give as a sign of our church’s support and care.  Over 
81 prayer shawls, 69 pocket prayer shawls, 32 baby blankets, 31 scarves, and numerous other gifts have 
been shared.  This special prayer ministry is now concluding with the church’s blessing.  We want to 
thank all who quietly gave of themselves in prayer and in talent.  Countless people were touched by this 
ministry.  We extend special thanks to David Anthony and Della Ellard, who coordinated the projects, 
helped to provide supplies and instruction, and invited all to join in this wonderful time of sharing.

prAyer Ministries

Michelle DzikowskiRuth Garrett

pittsBUrGh MArAthon

“Fall into Running”

As the seasons begin to change, 
we invite you to “Fall into 
Running” on sunday, oct. 16.  
Join runners of all levels, speeds, 
and ages following worship for 
a fun run.  There will be three 
options for distance/speed: a 
3-mile run, a 1-mile run, and 
a 1-mile walk.  All speeds are 
welcome!  You also will learn 
about our church’s involvement 
in the Pittsburgh Marathon 
Relay, and how we benefit 
our mission partners.  Bring 
a change of clothes, or wear 
your favorite running outfit 
to church.  We will meet in the 
circular drive at 12:15 p.m.;  
after the run, we will enjoy 
healthy snacks provided by 
the youth.  Questions?  Please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

Stephen Ministry: A Ministry of Caring

It is appropriate to look back on how far we have come, but we also need to 
look forward.  Shadyside Presbyterian Church has always been a caring 
congregation.  We must continue that love and care as we move into the 
future.  One of the ways our congregation cares for others is through our 
trained Stephen Ministers, who go to those in need and care for them.  
Continue sharing in this ministry by praying for our Stephen Ministers 
and for their care receivers.  To find out more about Stephen Ministry or 
to receive a Stephen Minister’s care, contact Rev. Lynn Portz or one of the 
Stephen Minister Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

cAre & sUpport
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coMMUnity pArtners

Off the Floor Pittsburgh Fundraiser Luncheon

Off The Floor (OTF) is a mission partner supported by Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Community 
Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC).  A faith-based furniture bank in the Pittsburgh area, 
OTF was established in 2004 and delivers furniture and other household items to our neighbors in 
need, helping them to make their house a home.  The demand for this service continues to increase, as 
does the cost to deliver.

On saturday, november 12, OTF will hold its annual gala fundraiser in the grand ball room at the 
University Club in Oakland.  The luncheon will include great food, music, and a silent auction.  Please 
mark this date on your calendar and plan to join us.  Reservations are necessary.

To learn more about OTF, visit offthefloorpgh.org.  If you have questions about OTF or the gala 
luncheon, contact Rev. Todd Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions, through the church office.

Alternative Gift Market for Christmas — 
Moving Forward

As we enjoy the hectic fall season and begin planning for the 
upcoming holidays, mark your calendars for the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Alternative Gift Market which will be offered 
following worship on December 11 and 18. 

This month, we are focusing on our Sesquicentennial Anniversary 
and celebrating 150 years of worshipping together while giving back 
to the community locally, nationally, and worldwide.  As we move 
forward as a congregation with a rich history of generous charitable 
giving, please consider remembering and honoring family, friends, 
and loved ones by selecting Alternative Gifts for Christmas that 
will continue to support six of our mission partners in 2017.

What a wonderful opportunity to end our year of celebration at 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church by supporting Brother’s Brother 
Foundation, our mission partners in India, the Foundation of 
HOPE, Garfield Community Farm, the Neighborhood Academy, 
and Soche Church in Malawi.

Kelly L. Lewis, Alternative Gifts Committee

Missions DeAcons

Shepherd Wellness 
Community Dinner

Shadyside Presbyterian Church  
will sponsor a Wellness Dinner 
for the Shepherd Wellness 
Community at 5:45 p.m. on 
Friday, october 21, at the 
Shepherd Wellness Community 
Center (4800 Sciota Street) in 
Bloomfield.  Volunteers should 
sign up online by going to the 
website at www.swconline.org 
and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the 
Volunteer Opportunities page.  
There is a separate tab for 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
volunteers.  If online access 
is not available, please call  
412-683-4477, ext. 12.

Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk on October 9

The Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk is an ecumenical event designed to raise consciousness about 
world hunger and to raise money to combat hunger.  While seventy-five percent of the money raised 
goes to Church World Service for its national and international relief efforts, the remaining twenty-
five percent is returned to assist the local mission work of the East End Cooperative Ministry and the 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.  In 2015, about one hundred walkers from eleven congregations in 
the East End participated in this walk.  They and their sponsors raised more than $18,250.

This year, the 6.2-mile walk occurs on sunday, october 9, and begins at the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Wilkinsburg.  Registration begins at 1:00 p.m., and the walk begins at 2:00 p.m.  
Walkers, sponsors, and prayers are greatly needed.  Since this is also an intergenerational event, we need 
people of all ages to participate.

For further information about the CROP Hunger Walk, please contact Paul Brown through the church 
office.  You also may wish to visit the Facebook page of the Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk or the 
CROP Hunger Walk website at www.crophungerwalk.org. 

interGenerAtionAl event
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Eating with More Intention, Compassion, and Gratitude
Adult education topical Book study: sundays, beginning october 23, at 9:45 a.m.

You are invited to join the Adult Christian Education Team’s topical book study, which begins studying 
Lisa Graham McMinn’s To the Table: A Spirituality of Food, Farming, and Community on sunday, 
october 23, led by Elder Niquelle T. Abdul-Malak and Susan W. Balaan.

With the growing farm-to-table movement and popularity of local 
farmers’ markets, we are becoming more conscious of where our food 
originates.  This spirituality of eating and food helps us to reflect 
on current realities and to understand how eating forms our souls 
inwardly, upwardly, and outwardly.  In To the Table, the author offers 
practical guidance on what it means to eat alone or in community 
with more intention, compassion, humility, and gratitude.  She also 
tells the story of food as it transitions from seed to table.  Sidebars 
contain gardening and food tips, recipes, and food preservation 
guides.

Lisa Graham McMinn (PhD, Portland State University) is co-
owner of Fern Creek, a thirty-family CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) farm outside of Newberg, Oregon.  She is writer in 
residence at George Fox University, where she previously taught 
sociology, and is the author of several books, including Growing 
Strong Daughters and Walking Gently on the Earth.

Consider reading this book along with us; gather in the Sharp 
Atrium on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship before 
moving to the Chapel at 9:45 a.m.  This study will continue through 
sunday, november 20. 

To see a preview of the full schedule of upcoming topical book studies, visit www.shadysidepres.org/
adult-christian-education.

christiAn eDUcAtion

Elder Niquelle T. Abdul-Malak

Susan W. Balaan

pArish liFe

Warm Up with Chili After Church
stewardship celebration sunday, october 23, at noon in the parish hall

A favorite congregational event returns on sunday, october 23.  Once again, the Parish Hall will be 
filled with the aroma of delicious chili, chowder, and chocolate brownies.  Do you have a favorite recipe 
that you would be willing to make for this event?  We are looking for twenty-five cooks to make at least 
three quarts of chili or chowder — beef, chicken, turkey, or vegetarian.  If you would prefer to make 
brownies for dessert, that would be wonderful, too.  Not a cook or a baker?  Come and enjoy; there will 
be plenty to share!  Make your reservations by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church 
office.  And if you could lend us a crockpot to keep these goodies piping hot, please let us know.  There is 
no cost to attend this event after worship on Stewardship Celebration Sunday.

pArish liFe

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
Wednesday, october 19, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m.

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on 
Wednesday, october 19.  The menu will include pasta with marinara and meatballs; mixed greens 
salad, with balsamic vinaigrette or Catalina dressing; and sliced baguettes with butter.  Assorted 
cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
by contacting the church office by Monday, october 17.  Cost: $6.  Children 10 and under: goodwill 
offering.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.
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nUrsery school Worship & MUsic

Sunday Worship
sesquicentennial sunday, october 2, at 10:45 a.m. 

World Communion Sunday with Communion
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, october 9, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, october 16, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, october 23, at 11:00 a.m. 
Stewardship Celebration Sunday

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, october 30, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, october 5, 12, 19, and 26, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including Communion, offer a more 
intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live.   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

Christmas Wreaths
The nursery school is taking 
orders for beautiful 22- to 24-
inch Frazier Fir Christmas 
wreaths.  Wreaths can be 
ordered with or without a red 
velvet bow and picked up in the 
Parish Hall on november 29.  
Order forms will be available 
at our Time of Fellowship 
beginning sunday, october 9,  
and are due by Monday, 
october 24.  The cost is $25 
each, or $30 with a bow.  All sales 
benefit the nursery school’s 
scholarship fund.

coMMUnicAtions

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, october 3 
November issue

tuesday, november 1 
December / January issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.
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