
SeSquicentennial

Sesquicentennial Thanksgiving

care & Support

Grief Support Group

Surviving the Holidays

For those who have experienced 
the death of a loved one, the 
approaching holidays often 
bring mixed feelings of sadness, 
nostalgia, and even dread.  On 
Mondays, november 7 and 
14, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
Care and Support Ministries 
will offer a two-week gathering 
to help you prepare for the 
holidays.  Facilitated by the 
Reverend Lynn Portz and Elder 
Linda Fisher, these discussions 
will be filled with practical and 
uplifting ideas for the weeks 
ahead, and include a devotional 
booklet for you to take home.  
Please feel free to bring a family 
member or friend.  There is no 
cost to attend, but we would 
appreciate your letting us know 
that you are coming, so that we 
can have enough materials for 
all.  To register for the group, 
please contact the church office.  

WorShip & MuSic

Remembering Loved Ones: All Saints’ Sunday, November 6

Christians throughout the world celebrate All Saints’ Day in honor of all the saints, both known and 
unknown.  In most Protestant churches, it is celebrated on the first Sunday of November.  Protestants 
regard all Christians, both past and present, as saints.  As we solemnly remember all those who have 
died in the past year, we also focus on Christ’s victory over death.  While the festival acknowledges the 
reality of death, we emphasize our hope in the Resurrection and our place in the “communion of saints.”

• During the Sunday morning service of All Saints at 11:00 a.m., we will remember those members 
of Shadyside Presbyterian Church who have gone on to the Church Triumphant in the past year.

• In the afternoon of All Saints’ Sunday, at 3:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will sing a setting of the 
Requiem by English composer Herbert Howells.  We invite the congregation to submit the names 
of any deceased family members whom they would like to have acknowledged in the afternoon 
bulletin.  Please contact Michelle Dzikowski in the church office before Friday, october 28.

on World communion Sunday, october 2, 2016, we were led in worship by nine 
ministers, past and present: Rev. Dr. David B. Antonson, Rev. Dr. Conrad C. Sharps,  
Rev. Todd E. Leach, Rev. Lynn M. Portz, Rev. John F. Magnuson, Rev. B. De Neice Welch, 
Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes, Rev. Dr. William N. Jackson, and Rev. Calvin C. Wilson.

It was a true blessing for our church family to gather together in 
worship and fellowship to celebrate the 150th anniversary of our 
beloved church on Sunday, October 2.  Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church thanks all of those individuals who helped make this 
special occasion so magnificent and memorable!  We especially 
express our gratitude to the Sesquicentennial Committee for their 
years of effort:  Randy C. Adams II; Mark A. Anderson; Charlotte 
W. Beukema; Timothy C. Engleman; Nathaniel C. Hunter; Percy M. 
Jackson, Chair; Beatrice P. Jones; Margaret R. Mehl; Boyd S. Murray; 
Robert B. Luthultz; Sharon L. Luthultz; B. James Shafer; and the 
Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps. 
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The Time Is Now

Lauren once gave me a unique wooden mantle clock.  The face of this clock 
unlatches and swings open to reveal a hidden compartment with three 
small drawers.  Its design lends itself to the idea that these three hidden 
drawers are a perfect place to conceal valuables.  And that is exactly what I 
have placed there.  I have a cool pocket knife my father gave me, along with 
my high school class ring.  I also have some neat pewter pocket crosses, 
a collection of lapel pins, and a pin of a frog playing a banjo — the first 
birthday gift my son ever gave me when he was five or six.

Just the other day, I thought of all my hidden valuables as I dusted off my clock.  While I was dusting 
however, I realized that the things of greatest value were not hidden inside the clock but rather hidden 
in plain sight on its face.  Of course, I am speaking of the face of the clock, which symbolically represents 
and measures time.

Of everything I have sought to possess in this life, the thing of greatest value is given by God one second, 
one minute, one hour, one day at a time — the value of my time often being lost because it is hidden in 
plain sight, in the ordinary course of my daily routine.  It is not that I have the need to accomplish or 
experience what is more spectacular in life, but that I need to recognize and value every moment as a 
gift from God.

I think the Psalmist understood my plight.  “The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty if 
we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.”   
(Psalm 90:10)

What is of supreme value is life itself, the time God has granted you and me to glorify Him and enjoy 
Him forever.  This is the thing of utmost importance in life; it is our chief end.  Realizing that all 
things of worldly value have their end, what are we doing with our time?  What things of eternal value 
do we seek both to possess and to share with others?  May our goal not be to fill our “hidden drawers” 
with valuables — but let what is valuable fill our life: our relationship with Christ and our Christ-like 
relationship with others.

Listen to Paul’s words to the church in Corinth:  “As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s 
grace in vain.  For He says, ‘In the time of favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.’  I 
tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  (2 Corinthians 6:1-2)

Now is the time of God’s favor; now is the time to make the decisions that honor God, that speak to 
salvation, that witness to Christ — that glorify God in our lives, and enjoy Him forever.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MeSSage FroM the paStor

· · · · · · · · · ·   Silence and Other Surprising Invitations of Advent  ······· · · ·
The Adult Christian Education Team invites you to join us for our Advent topical book study starting 

Sunday, november 27.  Learn more at www.shadysidepres.org/adult-christian-education.

MuSic in a great Space

chriStian education

Duquesne University Choirs Present Radiant Is the World Soul
On Friday, november 4, at 7:30 p.m., the Duquesne University Singers, 
Voices of Spirit, and Pappert Chorales present Radiant Is the World 
Soul, a musical celebration of the human spirit, triumphant in the 
face of adversity.  Under the direction of Dr. Caron Daley, Duquesne’s 
Director of Choral Activities, and conductor Ryan Keeling, Duquesne’s 
choral ensembles will sing music by Mendelssohn, Esenvalds, Betinis, 
Szymko, and Glick.  Tickets may be reserved in advance by calling  
412-682-4300 or purchased at the door.
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Become a 2017 Jubilee Benefactor

For more than forty years, the Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO) has welcomed thousands of 
university students to spend a weekend in Pittsburgh to attend the inspiring and often life-changing 
Jubilee Conference.  In 2017, the event occurs the weekend of February 17-19.  The students spend three 
days listening, learning, singing, and talking about how to live their faith both privately and publicly, 
integrating their beliefs into every aspect of their lives, and discovering how to honor and worship 
Christ in everything they do.

For the third year, Shadyside Presbyterian Church will match members of the congregation who want 
to become Jubilee Benefactors with students we support through Campus Ministry at Carnegie Mellon 
and Chatham.  The benefactors invest in the spiritual growth of the students by providing scholarships 
up to $110 in order to make attending the Jubilee weekend more affordable for the students.

Those congregants who choose to support the students as benefactors will have the opportunity to 
meet the students with whom they have been matched at an organized social gathering in late January 
or early February 2017, before the students attend the Jubilee Conference.  At the conclusion of the 
conference, the students will once again contact their benefactors to share what they have learned and 
experienced during what is often a transformative weekend in their young lives.

Many in our congregation who have volunteered as benefactors over the past two years have continued 
to foster the relationships they developed with the students and provide continuing friendships, 
mentoring, and fellowship opportunities for these amazing young people who are part of our 
congregation throughout the year.

If you have questions, or want to become a benefactor for the 2017 Jubilee Conference, please contact 
Rebecca Reeder at rreeder@shadysidepres.org or Brytani Clifton at bclifton@shadysidepres.org.

caMpuS MiniStry

Do You Know Someone Going Through a Difficult Time?

It is the beginning of the holiday season, a time of joy and happiness.  
However, not everyone is in the “holiday” mood.  For many people, the 
holidays can be a time of great pain and sadness.  Do you have a friend, 
neighbor, co-worker, or relative who has been struggling with a loss or is 
going through a difficult time?  Here is a great way you can help them: 
tell them about our Stephen Ministry!  Stephen Ministers are members of 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church who have received special training to provide  
high-quality, confidential, one-to-one, Christian care to hurting people.  
Stephen Ministers meet weekly with their care receivers to listen, care, encourage, and provide 
emotional and spiritual support.  The caring relationship lasts as long as the person needs care.  It is 
free, and it is a powerful way you can help a hurting friend.  To learn how to connect someone you know 
with a Stephen Minister, speak to Rev. Lynn Portz.  our Stephen Ministers are there to care!

care & Support

Thanksgiving Food Collection for EECM Food Pantry

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community 
(MAC) invites members and friends to donate non-perishable food 
items during the Thanksgiving Food Collection for the East End 
Cooperative Ministry Food Pantry.  Bags will be distributed after 
worship on Sundays, november 13 and 20, and collected at the 
Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, november 23.  A list 
of suggested donation items will be attached to the bags.  If you 
are unable to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by 
bringing your bag to the church office during the week of Thanksgiving.  Questions may be directed to 
Rev. Todd Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions, or to a member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

MiSSionS
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Golf Outing Gratitude

The word “gratitude” is derived from the Latin, grata or gratia — a 
given gift — and from this same root comes our word “grace,” which 
means a gift freely given that is unearned.  Angeles Arrien, Ph.D.  
I felt nothing but gratitude after our 17th annual golf outing for 
Hosanna House.  Gratitude for the beautiful day, for all of our 
participants, and for our supporters: twenty-two hole sponsors and 
two angel sponsors: the Gockley family and Roy and Susie Dorrance.  
Gratitude for friends, and for our committee: Ann Brooks, Della 
Ellard, Beatrice Jones, Evelyn Mann, JoAnn Patross, and Cathy 
Wilson.  Most of all, gratitude that Hosanna House is still going 
strong to lift up the people of Wilkinsburg.  In fact, Leon Haynes, 
Hosanna House Executive Director, reported that 1,000 children 
who do not normally have access to their summer programs were 
able to participate due to benefactors such as yourselves.  The total 
proceeds from the outing were $7,985.  See www.hosannahouse.org 
for a spirited organization bringing real hope to its community.  
Thank you! 

Elder Carla M. Gedman

MiSSionS

neW MeMberS

Inquirers’ Class
A two-week orientation class 
for inquirers occurs Sundays, 
november 13 and 20, from 9:45 
to 10:30 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well 
as an opportunity to learn 
about the various ministries 
of SPC. Childcare is available 
during the class.  New 
members will be received on 
Sunday,  november  20, and 
recognized in worship that day.  
If you would like to register 
for the class, please contact 
Michelle Dzikowski in the 
church office.

in MeMoriaM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 Harry Cameron Metz Jr.

 Tallu Fish Scott

 Barbara Lee Owens Stamy

neW MeMberS

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members

We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received in 
worship on September 25:

Nicholas F. Borsuk

Rob Ferguson

Margot Haden

Michael Haden

Candice Kamody-Welsh

David Noll

Ann Rollo

Joseph Rollo

Carolyn Sanford

W. Scott Sanford III

W. David Welsh

Alternative Gift Market for Christmas — 
Moving Forward By Giving to Others

As we head into the shorter days of autumn and the approaching 2016 
holiday season, it is time to start thinking about family, friends, and 
loved ones on your gift-giving list.  Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will once again offer the Alternative Gift Market for Christmas in 
the Parish Hall immediately following the services of worship on 
Sundays, december 11 and 18.  As you have a chance to browse and 
consider your alternative gift selections, please enjoy fellowship 
with others and special refreshments reflective of the event.

This year, we will offer opportunities for those in the congregation 
to personally support Brother’s Brother Foundation, Garfield 
Community Farm, the Foundation of Hope, Promised Land 
Ministries in Guatemala, Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard, 
and our mission partners in India by selecting alternative gifts for 
Christmas to honor special people in our lives.

After reflecting on the joyful and inspiring experience of the 
successful Sesquicentennial Celebration, we can start to plan for 
ways our congregation will continue our rich tradition of reaching 
out and sharing generously with others.  The Alternative Gift 
Market for Christmas will be one more opportunity to end our year 
of celebration; to share what we have as individuals, as families, 
and as a congregation; and to plan for our continued love and  
Christ-honoring support of those much less fortunate than we are.

Please look for additional information in the Sharp Atrium, 
Narthex, and Mini-Mouse starting in November and continuing 
through December 18.  As a congregation, we have another 
opportunity to support some of the groups we have gotten to know, 
love, and learn from during the past celebratory year.

Kelly L. Lewis, Alternative Gifts Committee

MiSSionS



Meet Our Newest Mission Partner, Veterans Place, on November 9

The Community Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) is pleased to welcome Veterans Place 
as a mission partner to help veterans in the Pittsburgh region help themselves.

Did you know that roughly twenty percent of homeless adults are veterans?  Veterans are more than twice 
as likely as civilians to become homeless during their lifetimes.  Right here in Western Pennsylvania, 
there are literally hundreds of veterans who are homeless at any given time.

Veterans Place of Washington Boulevard is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to ending homelessness among veterans in the Pittsburgh 
region.  Founded in 1996 and located in Pittsburgh’s East End, 
Veterans Place strives to provide a variety of supportive services 
for homeless veterans in the Pittsburgh area.  The goal of Veterans 
Place, working in partnership with the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare 
System and other organizations, is to facilitate veterans’ transition 
from homeless to home, and to equip them to become engaged, 
valuable citizens who contribute to their communities.

Marlon Ferguson, Executive Director of Veterans Place, will speak at 
the Mission Dinner on Wednesday, november 9, at 6:00 p.m.  Read 
more at www.shadysidepres.org/mission-dinners and join us!
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coMMunity partnerS

coMMunity partnerS

2016 Annual Sojourner House Retreat
Women of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, please mark your calendars for Saturday, december 10, 
and join us for the annual Sojourner House Retreat.  LaNita Butler will be our guest speaker this year.

We will need volunteers to help with childcare and with arts and crafts supervision of the children, while 
their mothers participate in the retreat.  We also need volunteers to help set up before the retreat, greet 
the mothers and children upon arrival, and, of course, join the women during the retreat.  Volunteers 
should plan on arriving at 9:00 a.m., and leaving by 1:30 p.m.; the women and children should start to 
arrive at 9:30 a.m., and will start to depart at 1:00 p.m.  If you would like to volunteer, or simply would 
like to attend the retreat, be sure to add your name to the sign-up sheets in the Sharp Atrium.  If you 
have any questions about the retreat, please contact Eileen Flaherty through the church office.

pariSh liFe

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on 
Wednesday, november 30.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
by contacting the church office by Monday, november 28.  The suggested donation is $6; good will 
offering for children 10 and under.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for 
Advent Vespers at 7:00 p.m.

Home Helpers
All ages are welcome to join us on Sunday, november 20, as we 
assist members of the congregation with some fall yard work.  
Pack a lunch, bring a rake and gloves if you have any, and meet in 
the Youth Room following worship before we depart for various 
homes.  No RSVP is necessary, but you may let Rev. John Magnuson  
know you are coming or contact him with any questions:  
jmagnuson@shadysidepres.org.

diScipleShip

MiSSionS

Guatemala Student 
Sponsorship

A Guatemalan student needs 
your sponsorship.  If you are 
interested in supporting a child 
at Promised Land Ministries 
School in Guatemala with 
a $300 annual sponsorship, 
please contact Rev. Todd Leach 
through the church office.  We 
are sponsoring the entire, rising 
second grade class of 2017, and 
we do not want to leave any 
child unsponsored.

Marlon Ferguson, Executive Director of 
Veterans Place
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board oF deaconS WorShip & MuSic

Sunday Worship
Sunday, november 6, at 11:00 a.m. 

All Saints’ Sunday, with Communion
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Sunday, november 6, at 3:00 p.m. 
Requiem for All Saints, with Communion

The Chancel Choir presenting Herbert Howells’s Requiem

Sunday, november 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach preaching

Sunday, november 20, at 11:00 a.m. 
Christ the King Sunday

Sunday, november 27, at 11:00 a.m. 
The First Sunday of Advent

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, november 2, 9, and 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Communion service in the Chapel   
(Childcare is available)

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, november 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching 
Please bring a food donation – see article on page 2.

Advent Vespers
Wednesday, november 30, at 7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Communion service in the Sanctuary  
(Childcare is available)

Christmas Poinsettias

As part of our Christmas 
celebration at Shadyside, the 
Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of poinsettias 
in the sanctuary during the 
worship services on Christmas 
Eve.  Order forms are available 
in the narthex and in the church 
office.  Cost is $8 per plant.  All 
orders must be accompanied 
by payment and received by 
Sunday, november 27. 

coMMunicationS

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

tuesday, november 1 
December / January issue

tuesday, January 3 
February issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.
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