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Pittsburgh Marathon: “Own the Race” on May 1

2016 Marathon relay runners:  Preparing to “Own the Race” are (from left to right) 
Brock Glasgo, Melissa Unger, Michael Schwerin, Tricia Baldridge, Ryan Ricarte, John 
Baldridge, Matthew Geary, David Abdul-Malak, Niquelle Abdul-Malak, Jason Huber, 
John Magnuson, Corinne Nunez, Don Coffelt, Bob Reppe, Jane Boyle, Abby Eagleson.  
(Not pictured: Scott Cuva, Dexter Gulick, Todd Leach, Laura Magnuson, Ben Portz, Wes 
Rohrer, Carey Vinson, Bret Vukoder, Tyler Vukoder, and Rebecca Young.)

Thirty members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
are preparing to “Own the Race” in the Pittsburgh Marathon on 
sunday, May 1.  The entire church is invited to run alongside them 
in a number of exciting ways: 

• show Your support:  This year, we are honored to be running 
with our local mission partner, Open Hand Ministries (OHM).  
Visit our runners’ Crowdrise pages at www.crowdrise.com/
ohmpittsburgh2016.

• eat dinner: friday, april 29, at 6:00 p.m. at east Liberty 
Presbyterian Church.  Join the runners and meet our mission 
partner at a carbo-loading pasta dinner and pep rally.  RSVP to 
SPC no later than Monday, april 25.

• slice oranges: saturday, april 30, at 1:00 p.m. in the Kitchen.  
Volunteer to cut oranges the day before the race by signing up 
in the Sharp Atrium or by calling the church office.

• Be a fan: sunday, May 1, from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the 
corner of amberson and fifth avenues.  Volunteer to cheer 
on runners and hand out orange slices to them as they all try to 
run the race with perseverance.

• Worship: sunday, May 1, at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  
Due to the church’s location within the marathon route, our 
service of worship moves from the morning to the afternoon, 
when the Reverend Todd E. Leach will preach.  The service 
will include Communion served by intinction.  (There will be 
no worship at 11:00 a.m. and no Christian Education classes at  
9:30 a.m.  Nursery care will be provided during the service.)

Sesquicentennial 
Kickoff Sunday 
and Birthday Cake 
Fellowship
sunday, May 22, after worship

During the same month in 
which we observe the liturgical 
“birthday of the Church” 
(Pentecost), we also launch 
the celebration of the 150th 
“birthday” of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church with 
our annual birthday cake 
celebration, which is scheduled 
for sunday, May 22, following 
worship in the Parish Hall.  
Please plan to stay and enjoy 
the fellowship as you discover 
others who share your birth 
month — perhaps even your 
birthday!  (Did we mention 
there will be cake, too?)  

Bakers, we need a minimum 
of two dozen cakes.  Bake your 
favorite recipe or try a new one 
— a variety of cakes makes for a 
great event.  Please sign up in the 
Sharp Atrium or call the church 
office to let us know what kind 
of cake you will bring and which 
month of the year you would 
prefer to honor.

The Sesquicentennial Kickoff 
Sunday officially introduces a 
season dedicated to celebrating 
150 years of blessings as a 
congregation, with many events 
to experience, guests to greet, 
and memories to share.  Read 
more on page 5 and online at 
www.shadysidepres.org/150.
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We Truly Need One Another

Several years ago, I participated in an extended tour around St. Augustine, 
Florida.  Our tour guide asked the bus driver to make a special stop in order 
to show our group a very curious natural phenomenon.  About ten feet 
above the ground, a palm tree was growing right out of the side of an old 
oak tree.  The sight of two very different species of trees thriving together, 
united and perhaps even interdependent, amused us and amazed us.

What a great illustration from nature for Christians everywhere.  People 
who confess Christ as Lord recognize a unique interdependence.  We need 
Jesus Christ to thrive as Christians, but we also need one another.

No individual or church has everything it needs in talents or resources to make an abundant life 
or sustain a fulfilling witness.  Something mystical beyond ourselves binds us together as a living 
and dynamic community of faith.  We truly need one another: some to lead; some to teach; some to 
administer and govern; some to dream; some to provide special care, prayer, and nurture; some to 
serve; and even some to preach.

Every Christian has a call to minister in some manner.  Christ does not call us to be volunteers who 
can come and go at our own will.  Rather, God calls us to be disciples who respond faithfully to the call 
to be part of His body, the Church.  No individual disciple can make it alone.  As we grow together in 
Christ, the needs of the community become clear to us, and they also become a priority!  If one is in 
need, all respond.  If one basks in joy, all rejoice, for all are truly bound together in Christ.  I have not 
only witnessed this within our church family, I have also personally experienced it!

May we as members of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church family continue to explore and nurture ways 
to share the love of God with one another, but also with others both near and far.  For this is who we are!

“If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being  
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”  (Philippians 2:1–2)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

Message froM the Pastor

deaConsin MeMoriaM

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 Russell Clarkson Jr.

 Ethelind A. Eddy

 Sally K. Fownes

Save the Date and Sign Up to Help:  
Strawberry Festival on June 10

Sponsored by the Board of Deacons, the  
23rd Annual Strawberry Festival occurs on  
friday, June 10, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and  
benefits Sojourner House MOMS, one of our  
mission partners.  This community event offers  
fun, food, and entertainment for the whole family.   
We are seeking volunteers to help staff the event,  
in addition to donations for the bake sale.  Please sign up for these 
opportunities in the Sharp Atrium or contact the church office.

Christian eduCation

A Very Good Place to Start: Back to the Beginning in the Book of Genesis

adult Bible study on sundays, May 8 and 15, at 9:30 a.m.

In May, the Sunday morning Adult Bible Study will continue reading the Book of Genesis.  Join us at  
9:30 a.m. in the Sharp Atrium for a brief time of fellowship and refreshments before moving to the 
Hulme Room at 9:45 a.m. for study.  (Note: Due to the Pittsburgh Marathon on sunday, May 1, no 
Christian Education classes will occur at 9:30 a.m.)
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ChiLdren’s MinistrY

Vacation Bible School – F.R.O.G.: Fully Rely on God
Vacation Bible School is designed as an intergenerational event.  We need learners and leaders of all ages 
to make this fun and exciting event possible.  There are so many ways you can participate: preparing 
materials in advance of VBS, leading a craft or activity center, welcoming folks at arrival time, or acting 
as a “lunch buddy.”

•	 Where	and	when?
 Shadyside Presbyterian Church
 June 20-24, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 Friday afternoon celebration with families

•	 Who?
 Our campers are 4-year-olds through rising 3rd graders.
 Our junior counselors are rising 4th graders through rising 6th graders.
 Our senior counselors are rising 7th graders through adults.

The deadline to register is friday, June 3.  Registration is limited to seventy-five campers, so please 
register early.  Cost is $50 per child or $90 per family, but liberal scholarships are available.  Registration 
forms are available through the church’s website and in the Sharp Atrium and Narthex.  Want to help 
with Vacation Bible School?  Please contact Director of Christian Education Ellen Allston by phone at 
412-682-4300, ext. 119, or by email at eallston@shadysidepres.org.

Image © iStock.com/Bluberries

Mission Dinner: Promised Land Ministries
Wednesday, May 4, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish hall

The 2016 mission trip to 
Guatemala is the third journey 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
(SPC) has made in partnership 
with Promised Land Ministries 
(PLM), a six-year mission 
partner of SPC.  Members of 
our church joined the efforts to 
provide a medical clinic in two 
communities surrounding Lake 
Atitlan.  In addition, members participated in a children’s ministry 
program while others helped to build homes for families in need.  
Also, members of Shadyside provide scholarships for 32 students to 
attend the Promised Land School.  Join us on Wednesday, May 4, 
and learn how the team experienced Christ’s presence during our 
most recent trip.  Please RSVP by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
by contacting the church office.  (Nursery care is available.)

also, save the date for our final Mission Dinner until the fall: 
Join us on Wednesday, June 1, at 6:00 p.m. to hear about our recent 
mission trip to India.

Missions Missions

Book Collection for 
Mothers of HOPE

The Foundation of HOPE 
empowers incarcerated and 
released individuals to restore 
their relationship with their 
God, rebuild their lives, and 
reconcile to their community.  
One aspect of this program is 
giving women in the Allegheny 
County Jail an opportunity to 
read and record stories for their 
children.  This not only is a 
service to the women currently 
in jail, but also provides an 
outlet of love and support for 
their children as well.  Please 
join us in providing new 
youth and children’s books; a 
collection basket is located by 
the Westminter Place entrance. 
Book donations are appreciated.

Missions

Garfield Workday

On saturday, May 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will partner with Open Hand Ministries and 
Garfield Community Farm in an all-church workday.  Volunteers will rehabilitate a home, work in 
an urban garden, and participate in landscaping projects.  All ages are encouraged to participate; no 
experience is required.  For additional information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach.
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What Kind of Woman Would Receive the Care of a Stephen Minister?

• A woman like sarah, who faced a major change in life at an advanced 
age and needed someone to listen to both her joy and apprehension.

• A woman like hagar, who was abandoned along with her child and 
needed someone to offer her hope and remind her of God’s presence.

• A woman like hannah, who struggled with her inability to bear a child 
and needed someone with whom to share her sadness and pain.

• A woman like naomi, who had lost her loved ones and needed someone 
to hear her sorrow and pain.

• A woman like ruth, who left everything that was familiar to her and needed someone to journey 
with her in her new life.

• A woman like esther, who was faced with a major decision and needed someone who could listen to 
her concerns and offer encouragement.

• A woman like Mary of nazareth, who lived with both the joys and struggles of having an 
exceptional child and needed someone to help her sort out the ponderings of her heart.

• A woman like Martha, who was burdened by the demands of daily life and needed someone to help 
her regain sight of what was most important.

• A woman like Mary Magdalene, who received healing from inner turmoil and needed someone to 
walk with her as she built a new life.

• A woman like you.
If you would like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care for you, please contact  
Rev. Lynn Portz.

Care & suPPort

Sending Out Our College Graduates

Campus Ministry is excited to share that we have five students 
from Chatham University and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) 
graduating this semester!  While we are sad to see them leave, we are 
confident that they will continue to impact God’s world for Christ’s 
glory, just as they influenced their campuses these past four years.  
Please pray with us for each of these students as they transition from 
student-life to the “real world.”  Pray that, in the midst of change, 
they will find a church to be faithful to, friends to surround them, 
and an enduring confidence in their identities as beloved children 
of God.  May God bless each of us with these as well!

• Juliet Casinelli, B.A. Communications (Chatham)

• Stephanie Hegedus, B.F.A. Music, Flute Performance, and 
Music Education (CMU)

• Gwendolyn Jones, B.S. Materials Science Engineering (CMU)

• Mairéad Pettit, B.A. Professional Writing (CMU)

• Alyssa Wang, B.F.A. Music, Violin Performance (CMU)

CaMPus MinistrY

God and Family First 
on Second Sundays

On the second Sunday of every 
month, join other families at 
9:30 a.m. for a child-friendly 
family fellowship in the Parish 
Hall.  A light breakfast will be 
provided to help you start the 
morning.  Young children can 
play and parents can converse 
with each other (or at least try to 
do so).  This new opportunity is a 
great way to meet other families; 
while children form and 
explore new friendships, adults 
may discover other exciting 
happenings at Shadyside.  Our 
next gathering is May 8.

faMiLY MinistrY

neW MeMBers

A Warm Welcome to Our New Members

On Sunday, March 20, our congregation received five new members during morning worship, and in 
this issue of The Church Mouse, we extend our heartfelt welcome to each of them.

Catherine T. Byrd

James E. Henderson

Kelly L. Lewis

Brenden J. Van Buren

Michelle M. Van Buren



5

New Book Views Shadyside’s History through Lens of Liturgy
One reward of research for a book is the discovery of gems.  While gems are by definition rare, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church is blessed with such a treasury of them that the new 150th Anniversary church 
history cannot contain them.  I recently uncovered one that, in addition to its intrinsic value, affirms 
one of the major themes of the book, which will be available by our Sesquicentennial Sunday, October 2.

The new book’s title, Liturgy — A Reflection on Shadyside Presbyterian Church at Its Sesquicentennial, 
hints at that theme.  Worship is and has been central to our ministry and our identity.  It is why we 
cherish and continually strive to enrich our Reformed, reverential form of worship.  Our missions, 
initiatives, and fellowship all find their roots in worship of Jesus Christ.  Three Shadyside pastors 
have contributed to our denomination’s publications on worship:  Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr (Book of 
Common Worship, 1932 and 1946), Dr. James Blackwood (The Worshipbook, 1970), and Dr. Peter Bower  
(The Companion to the Book of Common Worship, 2003).

Dr. Kerr chaired the committee tasked with the 1946 revision, which was extensive.  He wrote an article 
titled “The Story of the Book of Common Worship,” in the Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society.  
In it, he offers this gem, which I found long after the theme of the centrality of worship was woven 
through early drafts of the book.  It is easy to recognize Shadyside Presbyterian Church in this excerpt:

More and more we are coming to see that the life of the church depends on worship.  Great preaching 
will not make a church.  Great music will not make a church.  Great architecture will not make a church.  
Only great worship can make a church.

“Here may we prove the power of prayer
And bring all heaven before our eyes.”

Elder Timothy C. Engleman

sesquiCentenniaL

Music for Midsummer Nights: A Mini-Series of Midweek Concerts

Wednesdays in June, from 7:00 to 7:55 p.m.

Music in a Great Space invites you to join us for a series of delightful concerts on Wednesday evenings 
in June.  (There is no charge for admission; freewill donations will be accepted.)

• Wednesday, June 1: The Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra Chamber Ensemble

• Wednesday, June 8: Kara Cornell, mezzo-soprano, with Abigail Eagleson, piano

• Wednesday, June 15: Ellen Fast, piano, with Ashley Freeburn, violin

• Wednesday, June 22: The Chamber Choir of the Pittsburgh School for the Choral Arts

• Wednesday, June 29: Seth Beckman, piano, with Mark Houghton, French horn

MusiC in a great sPaCe

Music for Midsummer nights:  Above left:  Mark Houghton (photograph by Michael Sahaida).  Above right: Kara Cornell (photograph 
by Michael Henninger, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette).
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neW MeMBersWorshiP & MusiC

Sunday Worship
Marathon sunday, May 1, at 4:00 p.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Todd E. Leach preaching

sunday, May 8, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, May 15, at 11:00 a.m. 
Pentecost 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

trinity sunday, May 22, at 11:00 a.m. 
with ordination and installation of officers 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, May 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on the first Wednesday following Labor Day: 

Wednesday, september 7.

New Member Class

A class for new members occurs 
sunday, May 15, from 9:00 
to 10:30 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about 
the various ministries of SPC. 
A continental breakfast will be 
served.  Childcare is available 
during the class.  New members 
will be received on sunday,  
May 15, and recognized in 
worship that day.  If you would 
like to register for the class, 
please contact Ruth Garrett in 
the church office.

Annual Meetings

Our annual meetings will be held on sunday, May 15, in the 
sanctuary immediately following worship.  Members are asked to 
remain so that we can accomplish the election of officers and handle 
other important business.  Extended childcare will be available for 
the duration of the meeting.

session

CoMMuniCations

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

Monday, May 2 
June / July issue

friday, July 1 
August issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
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