
Children’s Ministry

Communion Workshop and Dinner
On Wednesday, March 9, Children’s Ministry welcomes children 
in kindergarten through fifth grade and their families to gather 
in the Parish Hall for a dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Then, at 6:00 p.m., in 
order to nurture and instruct our children in the significance of the 
invitation to the Lord’s Table and the meaning of their response, 
Ellen Allston will conduct an educational workshop discussing 
Communion, the Last Supper, and the Passover Seder.  After the 
workshop, participants will attend the 7:00 p.m. vespers service, and 
all baptized children will partake in the Lord’s Supper with their 
families and the congregation.  Please RSVP in the Sharp Atrium.

Missions

Mission Dinner: 
The Neighborhood 
Academy
Wednesday, March 2, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Parish hall

A mission partner of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church for fifteen 
years, the Neighborhood 
Academy is a faith-based, college 
preparatory independent school 
whose mission is to prepare 
low-income youth for college 
and citizenship.  The Academy 
is dedicated to developing 
students’ minds, bodies, and 
spirits, so that they might 
break the cycle of generational 
poverty that has held them 
captive and deprived society of 
the full value of their lives.  Join 
us on Wednesday, March 2,  
to hear the Academy’s  
co-founders — Head of School 
Rev. Tom Johnson and President 
Jodie Moore — as they share the 
vision that led to the Academy 
and how this vision has inspired 
and equipped their students.  
Please RSVP by signing up in  
the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office.

Above: Rev. Tom Johnson and Jodie 
Moore, co-founders of the Academy 
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Our Rock of Refuge

“In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame.  Rescue 
me and deliver me in Your righteousness; turn Your ear to me and save me.  
Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the command to save 
me, for You are my rock and my fortress.  Deliver me, O God, from the hand 
of the wicked, from the grasp of evil and cruel men.”  (Psalm 71:1-4)

A few years ago, I spent two weeks of Lent on a pilgrimage in Italy.  Travelling 
throughout Italy, one can see many small cities and towns built on top of 
strategically chosen hillsides.  These medieval towns were often built right 
to the edge of steep cliffs which served as a natural defense.  Homes, towers, and fortifications were 
then added to secure an even more intimidating perimeter.  These fortified towns were places of refuge, 
where the citizens could find protection from enemies.

The Psalmist understood the strategic advantage of high ground, and, with great spiritual insight, 
knew that his ultimate safety, his “rock of refuge” to which he could flee, was God — and God alone!

We see few fortifications in our world today.  In fact, the metaphor may be lacking, as we know with 
modern technology that nearly any fortified location has some form of vulnerability, and certainly 
one set on a hill.  How then do we speak of the power of God to rescue us “from the grasp of those who 
are evil and cruel?”

Of course, I am speaking of a power which supersedes even that of our own national defense.  I am 
speaking of the spiritual power of which Paul wrote: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage 
war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, 
they have divine power to diminish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ.”  (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)

Too often I am reminded that the battle for this world — for the hearts and minds of humanity — is a 
spiritual battle, not a military or political battle.  The weapons we have at our disposal are, therefore, 
quite different.  Prayer can overcome apathy in church and culture.  The Word of God, when interpreted 
in faith, can overcome all that is contrary to God’s desires for humanity.  Humility through service 
weakens pretension of any cultural, doctrinal, or intellectual elitism that sets itself up against the 
loving Spirit of God.

The season of Lent is a good time to reflect upon the battles we face in life.  What battles do you face?  
What enemy has sent you scurrying for the heights, or caused you to barricade yourself into an 
ineffective defensive posture?  Whoever your enemy and whatever form of attack launched against 
you, turn to Jesus Christ, His Word, and the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  Don’t be confused on the field 
of battle; it is first and foremost spiritual in nature.  If you choose to use the weapons of this world, you 
will lose.  But no enemy has ever stood up to the power of God evident through the cross of Christ.

I’m not foolish enough to tell you that there will be no casualties in the battle for the heart of our world 
and culture; many faithful people still have much to lose by the standards of this world.  But we are 
not fighting for victory in this world.  Even as we approach Easter, the celebration of the resurrection, 
remember:  It is a spiritual battle — and the battle has been won!

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAge froM the PAstor

Missions

Prayers for Guatemala: March 5–12

Our team of twenty-three disciples is headed to Guatemala this month to serve alongside SPC’s mission 
partner, Promised Land Ministries.  While there, the team will conduct medical clinics and a Vacation 
Bible School program.  The team also will assist local contractors in building small homes for families 
in need.  Please join us in praying for the team and those they serve during their travels.
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PArish life

Light Bite Night: Supper Before Vespers
Wednesday, March 16, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m.

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends 
to join us any time between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for 
a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper before 
vespers at 7:00 p.m.  The menu will include beef stew with winter 
root vegetables; mixed greens salad, with ranch dressing or balsamic 
vinaigrette; and warm, buttered rolls.  Berry pie and assorted 
cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make your reservation by 
signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office 
by Monday, March 14.  Cost: $6.  Children 10 and under: goodwill 
offering.  Nursery care is available.  Also, mark your calendars for 
the next Light Bite Night on Wednesday, April 27.

neW MeMbers

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members

We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received on 
November 15 and January 31:

Andrea D. Casas
G. Luke Chwala
Benjamin R. Cowley
Stephanie J. Gleason
William F. Gleason
Diana H. Rodgers
Eric J. Siebenaler
Victoria G. Wellstead
Paula S. Work

neW MeMbers

New Member Class

A two-week orientation class for 
new members occurs sundays, 
March 13 and 20, from 9:45 
to 10:30 a.m., and will include 
an overview of Presbyterian 
beliefs and history, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about 
the various ministries of SPC. 
Childcare is available during 
the class.  New members will be 
received on sunday, March 20, 
and recognized in worship that 
day.  If you would like to register 
for the class, please contact Ruth 
Garrett in the church office.

ChristiAn eduCAtion

Easter Sunday School

Because of the change in the 
worship schedule on easter 
sunday, March 27, there will 
be no Christian Education from 
9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  Children’s 
classes (ages 4 through 5th 
grade) will be provided during 
both worship services (9:00 and 
11:00 a.m.).  Sunday Adventures 
in Music will not be held that 
morning.  Childcare for children 
ages 3 and younger will be 
available in the nursery during 
both worship services.  Classes 
for all ages will resume on 
sunday, April 3, at 9:30 a.m.

CAMPus Ministry

Do You Have Room at Your Table?
If you will be having Easter dinner in the Pittsburgh area, please 
consider hosting a college student (or two) for Easter dinner.  Dan 
and I had a wonderful experience hosting a couple of college  
students two years ago.  We had such a delightful time getting 
to know them.  Thank you for your willingness to host another 
beloved member of His Kingdom as we celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior.  If interested, please contact our CCO staff, 
Rebecca Verley and Katherine Ey, or contact the church office.

Vicki Potter, Campus Ministry Mission Action Community (MAC)

PArish life

Eighth Annual Pie Sunday
sunday, March 13, following worship

The Parish Life Ministry Team will host Pie Sunday in the Parish 
Hall during the Time of Fellowship on sunday, March 13.  We are 
looking for some terrific pie bakers to provide a variety of pies, 
ranging from sweet apple to savory shepherd’s pie.  Sign up in the 
Sharp Atrium to bring a pie, or call the church office.  If you cannot 
bake pies, plan to come and taste them!  We hope you can join us in 
fellowship.

youth & fAMily

Easter Egg Hunt

All Shadyside families and 
friends are invited to an Easter 
egg hunt on saturday, March 26,  
on the church lawn.  (In the event 
of rain, the festivities will move 
indoors.)  Junior and senior high 
students are encouraged to arrive 
at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast and 
to help hide the eggs, while infants to elementary-age students 
are invited to arrive with their families at 10:00 a.m. for a light 
breakfast and Easter egg hunt.  Join your church family as we 
celebrate Easter together.
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Stephen Ministers: There to Care

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult 
time, Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness.  If you are 
smiling on the outside but full of pain on the inside, and the joy of Easter 
seems far away, help is available.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide 
confidential, one-to-one Christian care.  They will listen, care, encourage, 
and pray with and for you.  Stephen Ministers have been specially trained 
to meet your emotional and spiritual needs: male Stephen Ministers are 
always matched with men, and female Stephen Ministers are matched with 
women.  If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with 
one of our Stephen Ministers (David Anthony, David Buchter, Susan Buchter, Barbara Heitzenroder, 
Judith Matheny, Krissy Moehling, Jeff Parker, Kim Parker, Janet Rohrer, and Cathy Wilson) or  
Rev. Lynn Portz.  our stephen Ministers are there to care!

CAre & suPPort

Alternative Giving Wrap-up

Six local and international mission partners of SPC benefitted collectively from more than $11,000 
donated in connection with the Alternative Giving program held during the Christmas season.  The 
program included mission partners Brother’s Brother Foundation, Coalition for Christian Outreach, 
Garfield Community Farm, the Promised Land School in Guatemala, Soche Church Orphan and 
Vulnerable Children’s Care Center in Malawi, and our mission partners in India.

On two Sundays during Advent, representatives of the mission partners were available in the Parish 
Hall to answer questions and provide information.  Upon receiving donations, acknowledgement cards 
were provided for the donors to present to recipients as an alternative form of Christmas gift.

Because of the enthusiastic response this year, plans are already under way to hold an Alternative 
Giving event during the 2016 holiday season — and so SPC continues with its love of missions.  Special 
thanks are extended to all who participated and donated so generously to honor Christ’s birthday.

Gail Jones, Dick Potter, and Suzanne Potter, Co-chairs

Missions

building & grounds

A Piece of History

The original deed to the property on which the church stands is 
one of the most fascinating artifacts among Shadyside’s archives, 
and is now on display in the Stamy Room.  First granted in 1681 by 
King Charles II to William Penn in satisfaction of a debt, the vast 
tract of real estate that included what is now the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania was, at the time, one of the largest land grants in 
history.  However, in 1779, much of Penn’s lands were confiscated by 
the Commonwealth in retaliation for the Penn family’s siding with 
England during the American Revolutionary War.

On January 25, 1804, William Amberson (1755–1838) purchased 34 acres, 70 perches of land comprising 
the community we now know as Shadyside from the Commonwealth for $7.93, or 23 cents per acre!  
Incidentally, since a perch is a square rod (16.5 feet), 70 perches represents 0.4375 acres.  

Recently stretched and framed, the deed is written on animal skin, either goatskin parchment or 
calfskin vellum.  The hand-drawn document, including an early rendering of the Pennsylvania seal, 
refers to the land parcel as “Multum in parvo,” which is Latin for “a great deal in a small place.”  If Judge 
Amberson could see Shadyside now, after the passage of 212 years this past January, he might marvel at 
how his “great deal” turned out.

Lloyd F. Stamy Jr.
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March Food Collection for East End Cooperative Ministry Food Pantry

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) invites members and friends to 
donate non-perishable food items for our March Food Collection.  The East End Cooperative Ministry’s 
food pantry is experiencing an increase in food requests, and your donations will help to assure adequate 
supplies of food for the pantry.  Bags will be distributed after worship on March 6 and 13.  A list of 
suggested donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be collected on sunday, March 20.   
If you are unable to attend the service, you are welcome to participate by dropping off your bag at the 
church during the week of March 13.  Additional questions may be directed to Rev. Todd Leach or to any 
member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

Missions

Missions

Reflections from Our Mission Trip to India

In early January, I travelled with a group from the church to India 
to visit with our mission partners at their girls’ home in the state of 
Karnataka.  Led by this ministry’s co-founders, the children’s home 
provides shelter and support to girls and a few boys as they attend 
local schools.  I’ve been blessed to travel on mission trips with the 
church before, and my favorite part of each experience has been 
forging close relationships with the people we work with and growing 
to care deeply and genuinely about their lives.  On this trip, we were 
able to cultivate personal relationships not only with the co-founders, but also with the many staff 
members and with the girls in the home themselves.  I found myself most moved by the hospitality 
and sheer appreciation shown to us during our stay.  One evening, we drove to a nearby village where 
several of the “graduates” of the home were now living, including one mother and her newborn son.  
We were able to witness the love that our mission partners have for the girls as they welcomed this new 
“grandchild” into the world.  Once we left, we were followed by a parade of children as we went from 
house to house.  We visited first a girl who grew up in the shelter, then the family of a former child 
from the home and current employee.  Each household greeted us with warm welcomes and hot tea, and 
prayed with us as we left.  Though by the end of the night we could hardly drink another drop of tea, we 
could never tire of the hospitality and gratitude extended to us.

On our final night at the home, the girls all gathered to thank us and wish us a happy journey.  To send 
us off, all forty of them, ages six to eighteen, stood with their arms lifted and prayed for us aloud, each 
praying individually, but at the same time all together.  It was incredibly powerful, and I am happy to 
know that our church can aid in a ministry that allows us to share Christ’s love with so many.

Deacon Emma R. Balaan

Above: Emma Balaan (center) in India
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WorshiP & MusiC

Sunday Worship
fourth sunday in lent, March 6, at 11:00 a.m.  

with Communion 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

fifth sunday in lent, March 13, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Please see page 1 for Holy Week and Easter worship information.

Lenten Vespers
Wednesdays, March 2, 9, and 16, at 7:00 p.m.

These 45-minute candlelight Communion services include music 
offered by the Shadyside Strings and the Choirs of the Pittsburgh 

School for the Choral Arts.  Childcare is provided.  Audio available 
via the live webcast: www.shadysidepres.org/live.

Note: No vespers will occur on Wednesday, March 23.  Join us  
instead on Maundy Thursday, March 24.  Please see page 1.

Midweek Vespers
Wednesday, March 30, at 7:00 p.m.

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live.   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

· · · ·   Save the Date  ····

Vacation bible school
Monday – friday,

June 20–24
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Contact Ellen Allston through 
the church office for details.

Children’s Ministry
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Easter Lilies

The Board of Deacons is again 
providing the opportunity for 
the placement of lilies in the 
sanctuary during the worship 
services on Easter morning.  
Orders may be placed in 
memory of loved ones at a 
cost of $8 per lily.  Order forms 
are available in the narthex 
and Sharp Atrium and must 
be received by sun., March 6.

deACons


