
Missions & Fellowship

A “Berry” Good Time for a Good Cause

Twenty-third Annual strawberry Festival on Friday, June 10, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The 23rd annual Shadyside Presbyterian Church Strawberry Festival 
will be held on Friday, June 10, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  SPC will host 
a traditional evening of fun, games, and delicious food to celebrate 
the impending arrival of summer and support one of our mission 
partners, Sojourner House.

Menu items will include fresh strawberries, ice cream, strawberry 
shortcake, grilled hot dogs, chips, pasta salad, tossed salad, and 
beverages.  Baked goods also will be available for purchase.  Activities 
will include games on the McClintock Lawn with prizes for everyone, 
children’s crafts, balloons, and face painting.  (In the event of rain, 
the festivities will move indoors.)  There is no charge for admission; crafts and the cakewalk are free.  
Tickets for refreshments and other activities will be available for purchase.  Baked goods may be 
purchased with cash.  All proceeds from the festival’s activities will benefit Sojourner House.

Above: Beatrice Jones and Leonard and 
Peggy Kisslinger serve dessert.

New Officers Presented for Election

At the annual congregational meeting in May, the following individuals were nominated for election 
as officers of Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

elders: Jayne Adair Cox, James M. Gockley, Robert B. Luthultz, Terrence H. Murphy, Timothy E. Nye, 
Fallaw B. Sowell, Sharon A. Taylor, June Z. Weber, Richard J. Wood, and Rebecca L. Young.

Deacons: Margaret A. Biddle, Sheila M. Blumer, Benjamin R. Cowley, Sherri P. Krofchik, Kathy Lash, 
Susan M. Moreland, and William T. Reutzel.

Trustees: Linda C. Fisher, Boyd S. Murray, W. Keith Smith, and Edward B. Wood.

2017 Representative nominating Committee Members: John E. B. Baldridge, Warren R. Clark, 
Beatrice P. Jones, Susan F. Thomson, and Susan E. Wood.

Please support these leaders through prayer and encouragement.  Profiles of first-term officers appear 
on the following pages: Elders, pages 3 and 7; Deacons, page 4; Trustees, page 6.

We also recognize those officers who are retiring from their positions: Elders Sara G. Brooke, Douglas E. 
Gilbert, Arthur G. Gilkes Jr., Fred R. Hague, Tricia B. McGough, and Margaret R. Mehl; Deacons Emma 
R. Balaan, Isabel A. Brooke, Lisa Iadicicco, Michael C. Lipschultz, Daniel S. Potter, John L. Werling, and 
Katharine K. Zeglen; and Trustees Roy G. Dorrance III and James L. Matheny.  Thank you all for your 
years of service.  We also recognize Elder Ralph E. Anderson, who passed away during his second term.

new oFFiCeRs

· · · · · · · · · ·   Mission Dinner  ······· · · ·
Join us wednesday, June 1, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall to hear about our recent mission trip to India.
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Lost, but Not Alone

Not long ago, I got lost searching for a friend’s house that I had actually 
visited on at least one other occasion.  Somehow I got turned around, went 
too far, and ended up on the wrong road: lost.

It reminded me of the time I got separated from my mother while shopping 
downtown at the now closed Kaufmann’s department store.  I was nearly 
eight, and at first I wasn’t scared.  I imagine many of you who grew up 
in Pittsburgh know the drill — i.e., what I had been instructed to do if 
separated from my parents while shopping in the immense Kaufmann’s 
department store.  I knew to meet my mother at the entrance where the large clock stood on the street 
just outside the door.  The problem was I kept getting turned around.  There were several entrances but 
only one had the famous clock: the clock I couldn’t find!

The worst part about being lost is the angst of separation, being cut off, unable to reconnect with family 
and friends; not knowing where to turn or who to ask for help.  Perhaps this is why when we get lost with 
another person, it just doesn’t feel quite so bad.  We’re lost, but not alone.

There are in life many things that can make us feel lost and alone: losing a job, hardship, illness, hatred, 
danger, sin, discord, or the death of someone we love.  Each of these can bring on the ache of loss, 
oftentimes grief, and the fear of separation from others and from God.

Paul was addressing these very issues when he wrote the Christians in Rome: “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword?  . . .  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:35, 37-39)

When you reach a place in life in which you feel lost or alone, I pray this Scripture will come to your 
mind, for nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.

No matter what you may be facing today, the promise of Scripture is very clear:  if you feel separated 
from God physically, emotionally, spiritually, or if you are hurting in any way, turn to God.  He will not 
abandon you.  He will remain with you through the worst of human pain, grief, and sorrow.  In Christ, 
God experienced the worst of human loneliness and suffering.  But even sin and death would not hold 
Him down or separate Him from God.  He rose from death to life.  Through faith in Him, as Lord and 
Savior, we too can overcome all we face.  We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us dearly.

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MessAge FRoM The pAsToR

Summertime Stress Slowing You Down?

We like to think of summer as being a relaxing, enjoyable time.  But hurts, 
struggles, crises, and problems don’t take a vacation.  Many times our 
difficulties seem even worse during the summer because everyone else 
seems to be enjoying life while you are feeling down.  If you are experiencing 
a difficult time — emotionally, spiritually, or relationally — you don’t have 
to suffer alone.  Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers, ready to 
listen, care for and encourage you, pray with you and for you, and provide 
one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that you are 
facing.  Men are matched with male Stephen Ministers, and women are matched with female Stephen 
Ministers.  It’s free.  It’s confidential.  And it will make a difference in your life!

To find out more about Stephen Ministry for you or someone you know, contact Rev. Lynn Portz, or talk 
with one of our Stephen Minister Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

CARe & suppoRT
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New Elders

A lifelong Presbyterian, Jayne Adair Cox joined Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in 1981, after relocating to Pittsburgh from her hometown of 
Greenville, South Carolina.  At SPC, Jayne and her husband Basil have 
baptized both of their daughters, witnessed the marriage of one of them, 
and blessed a granddaughter in a small family service.  In her thirty-five 
years of membership, she has previously served the church as an elder and 
as a trustee for three terms, including a term as president of the Board 
of Trustees.  She also has served as a Sunday school teacher, a moderator 
of Presbyterian Women, a member of the Representative Nominating 

Committee, and a member of the Pastor Nominating Committee that called Conrad Sharps as Senior 
Pastor.  Happily retired from a long professional life primarily spent in local media marketing, Jayne 
most recently served as executive director of Pittsburgh Arts & Lectures.  Prior to that, she held 
management positions at KDKA-TV, WQED, and FOX Sports Pittsburgh.

James gockley and his wife Gretchen joined SPC when their first child 
was born in 1986, because they felt it was time to find a permanent church 
home. The Gockleys have remained a part of our church family for thirty 
years, even after moving from the city to three different suburbs.  In 
the past, Jim has served on the Representative Nominating Committee 
and on a Pastor Nominating Committee.  More recently, he has actively 
engaged in mission work, serving in Garfield and in Mars Hill, North 
Carolina.  Jim and Gretchen live in Fox Chapel with their dog Chester, 
and they have two adult children, Allison and Graham.

Robert luthultz is president of Pittsburgh Cut Flower Company, a floral 
wholesaler based in the Strip District.  He and his wife Sharon have been 
members of SPC for eight years.  Previously, they belonged to Ingomar 
Methodist Church.  Their daughter was married at SPC, and they have 
three grandsons who live in Chicago, whom Bob and Sharon see just about 
every month.  Currently, Bob serves on the Sesquicentennial Committee.  
“I accepted this call to serve because it is important that I give of myself to 
this church family,” says Bob.

A member of SPC for more than thirty years, Terrence Murphy 
returns to the Session, having served previously as an elder.  Terry also 
has previously served multiple terms as a trustee, including a term as 
president of the Board of Trustees.  In addition, he has served on the 
Stewardship Committee, chaired the Human Resources Committee, 
co-chaired the Representative Nominating Committee, and served on 
both the Executive Pastor Nominating Committee and the recent Pastor 
Nominating Committee that called Conrad Sharps as Senior Pastor.  For 
many years, he has enjoyed being an usher.  Terry is a senior partner at a 
major Pittsburgh law firm.  He married his wife Victoria at SPC and has an adult daughter, Susan.

Continued on page 7

AMong ouR people

Congratulations to Our Graduating Students

This year, we have four graduating high school seniors:  emma Balaan graduates from Sewickley 
Academy and will attend the University of Pennsylvania; isabel Brooke graduates from the Ellis 
School and will attend Ithaca College; Kate Malmstrom graduates from the Ellis School and will attend 
the University of Vermont; and henry walsh graduates from Shady Side Academy and will attend 
Rollins College.  As the body of Christ, it is moments like these when we rejoice with one another, so 
please take a moment to congratulate our graduates on their achievements and remember them in your 
prayers as they transition to college. 
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BoARD oF DeACons

New Deacons

sheila Blumer and her husband Ron joined Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in September 2013, transferring from the Sharpsburg Family 
Worship Center.  Sheila taught art in Shaler Area schools for a decade 
before homeschooling her three children.  From 2005 to 2011, she worked 
as a site director and event planner for the Network of Hope, a non-profit 
serving the needs of people in the Sharpsburg community.  At Shadyside, 
Sheila has participated in mission work with Sojourner House, including 
face painting at the Strawberry Festival.  Most recently, she and Ron have 
gotten involved with the Parish Life Ministry Team and with ministry 
to college students and international students.  “I love this church,” says Sheila, “and I look forward to 
sharing the love of Jesus by welcoming, hosting, and building bridges with our community.”

Currently a Ph.D. student in the School of Computer Science at CMU, 
Benjamin Cowley studies machine learning and neuroscience.  Four 
years ago, when Ben began graduate school, he started attending SPC, 
which reminded him of his former church in West Virginia.  He has 
participated in the Mars Hill mission trip for the past three years, serving 
as a group leader twice.  He also helps with the youth, including Sunday 
school and the winter retreat, and he is active in the young adults group, 
serving on the social committee.  “I think this opportunity will allow me 
to connect with a much larger portion of the congregation,” says Ben, 

“and I also hope to create opportunities to help others connect with the congregation, as well.”

With a background in professional writing, sherri Krofchik has 
worked for Development Dimensions, Markrof Systems, and Chatham 
University, but her favorite job and current full-time focus is being a mom 
to her son, Will.  Sherri enjoys volunteering at the St. Edmund’s Academy 
library and supporting the school.  Although she became a member of 
SPC in June 2015, she considered herself a friend of Shadyside for quite 
some time, visiting and attending musical performances.  Before joining 
SPC, she belonged to Beulah Presbyterian Church, where she served as a 
children’s ministry volunteer and on the preschool board.  Sherri wants 
to support Shadyside as a deacon because “their dedication to serve Christ, this church, and the greater 
community is genuine, and they carry out their mission with a combination of humility and excellence.”

susan Moreland and her husband moved to Pittsburgh from 
Birmingham, Alabama, where she was a member of Vestavia Hills United 
Methodist Church.  Susan joined SPC one year ago and feels honored to be 
working as part of the Parish Life Ministry Team.  “In accepting the call to 
be a deacon,” says Susan, “I hope to grow in faith and help others through 
devotion to God and love of Jesus Christ.”  Prior to becoming a mother to 
their three daughters, she worked as a registered nurse.  Nowadays, she 
enjoys cooking, crafting, and traveling to visit her daughters.

william Reutzel and his wife Adria became members of Shadyside four 
years ago, led to SPC after Will earned his MBA from CMU and they 
settled into their Point Breeze home.  They have three young children —  
daughter Neve and sons Witt and Dane.  “God’s presence is tangible in all 
corners of the building,” says Will, “and we see all corners of the building 
as we drop off our kids with the amazing people of the Christian Education 
programs on Sundays!”  He feels humbled and honored to be nominated 
to serve as a deacon and views this calling from God as an invitation 
both to serve His will and to achieve further balance in his life.  “I hope 
and pray that through this opportunity I can positively impact our church in a fraction of the way it 
has impacted my family and me,” says Will, who currently works in corporate development for Alcoa.
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A New Clue About Our Sanctuary
I was first drawn to Shadyside Presbyterian Church by curiosity 
about its architecture, which sparked my interest in its history.  One 
puzzle has been the reasons behind the remarkable transformation 
of the sanctuary from a preaching auditorium to the deep chancel 
we have today.  We know that the proposed change was described 
to the congregation in a five-year plan of 1930.  The move to a more 
“liturgical” worship space was common in Protestant churches of 
the time.  It rarely resulted in the artistic boldness and excellence 
of execution of Shadyside’s sanctuary.  A 1937 report, just ahead of actual construction, described  
“. . . the front of the church opened up by the separation of the church organ, thus giving needed room 
for church ceremonies.”

While doing research for our new church history, I discovered that Shadyside’s first choir (as opposed 
to a quartet) was formed at Hugh Thomson Kerr’s request, in 1927.  Dr. Kerr, pastor since 1913, loved 
choirs.  He got one for the church’s sixtieth anniversary (apparently being celebrated a year late).  I 
wondered how a twelve-voice choir would fit on a cramped preaching platform.

One clue emerged:  the choir only sang for the Sunday afternoon vesper service.  This service was created 
for Shadyside’s historic radio broadcast, initiated on KDKA in 1922.  A later account described it as,  
“. . . a studio-type broadcast, designed primarily for the radio audience.”  The choir may have appeared 
crowded on the platform to a congregation in the sanctuary.  That would matter not at all to those 
listening by radio to improved music.

During 1936, Dr. Kerr asked for a sixteen-voice choir to sing at morning worship.  Crowding would be 
temporary.  The new deep chancel would easily accommodate them, at its completion in 1938.  Might 
this be one of the reasons that Dr. Kerr had wanted this sanctuary remodel for so long?  Certainly,  
theological, liturgical, and aesthetic considerations also justified the beautiful worship space we know 
today.

At its origin, the word “choir” referred to a location in the chancel where priests sat, to either side, 
facing each other to sing antiphonally.  In this arrangement, however, a choir today faces neither the 
congregation nor an organist who may conduct their singing.  This has been the bane of Shadyside’s 
music directors through the years.  Many innovative “work-arounds” have been implemented.  Today, 
Mark Anderson, our Director of Music Ministry, is free to conduct from a more acoustically logical 
position, as he can entrust the accompaniment to Justin Wallace, Assistant Organist.  No doubt,  
Dr. Kerr would be pleased.

Elder Timothy C. Engleman

sesquiCenTenniAl

Freedom Camp

The Community Kids Mission 
Action Community (MAC) 
needs volunteers to assist 
the children at Valley View 
Presbyterian Church (Garfield) 
with their art and craft projects 
on Tuesday afternoons from 
12:45 to 2:30 p.m., June 21 
through July 19.  You may 
volunteer for one Tuesday or for 
as many as you are able.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium 
or contact Susan Thomson 
through the church office.

CoMMuniTy KiDs MAC

Pirates’ Faith Night

Join us on wednesday, July 20,  
at 7:05 p.m. as the Pirates take 
on the Milwaukee Brewers.  
This game is the third annual 
Faith Night at PNC Park, when 
the players and coaches gather 
after the game and talk to the 
fans about how their faith has 
affected their lives and careers. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 
for children 12 and under ($50 
maximum per family). Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium or 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

FAMily MinisTRy

Summer Reading

The Adult Christian Education 
Team invites you to visit the 
bookshelf in the Parlor for a 
curated selection of suggested 
summer readings, from 
novels to theology.  Browse 
the recommended titles and 
consider participating in this 
relaxed reading program.  Then, 
on sunday, september 4, join 
us at 9:30 a.m. for an informal 
gathering to engage in casual 
conversation about what we’ve 
read over the summer months.

DisCipleship
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BoARD oF TRusTees

New Trustees

Boyd Murray grew up in Beaver and moved to Pittsburgh immediately 
after college.  He and his late wife Brenda joined the church in 1974 
and raised their twin sons and daughter in Shadyside during Robert 
Holland’s pastorate.  In September 2015, Boyd and Janice Logan Coffman 
married at SPC.  Janice, Boyd, and Brenda were all friends and classmates 
together in Beaver.  In addition to more than five decades singing with 
the Chancel Choir, Boyd has served multiple terms as an elder and as a 
trustee. “Shadyside is important to the Christian community, to the 
community at large, and to me,” says Boyd.  “I want to support it.”  Boyd 
has worked as a financial advisor for over forty years.  

w. Keith smith, a native of Regina, Saskatchewan, joined SPC in 1992 and 
has served multiple terms as a trustee previously.  Keith worked as senior 
vice chairman and director of Mellon Financial Corp. and of Mellon 
Bank from 1987 until his 1998 retirement. A chartered accountant and 
a member of the Financial Executives Institute, he also serves on the 
boards of directors for many organizations, including PPL Corporation; 
LED Medical Diagnostics, Inc.; Robert Morris University; River City 
Brass Band Endowment; and the Greater Pittsburgh Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America.

Missions

Alternative Gifts for Christmas: Spring Update

The Alternative Gifts Committee continues to plan for its 2016 program, which will be highlighted 
by events following worship on December 11 and 18, when representatives of the selected mission 
partners will be on hand to answer questions and distribute informational material.  Refreshments 
will be available.  The mission partners for 2016 alternative gifts will be Brother’s Brother Foundation, 
the Foundation of HOPE, Garfield Community Farm, the Neighborhood Academy, Soche Church in 
Malawi, and our mission partners in India.

The six mission partners in 2015 collectively received more than $11,000 as a result of alternative 
giving.  The recipients of the gifts have expressed heartfelt gratitude to the church and speak highly of 
the uses to which the money has been put.

At the same time, those to whom the gifts have been dedicated welcome them as a true reflection of the 
Christmas spirit.  A note received by the donor from one couple stated, “Thank you for honoring both 
of us with this thoughtful gift, and thank you to your church for reaching out to a mission in India. . . .   
We will definitely consider contributing to the school ourselves as we plan for our own charitable 
giving.”  Another response noted, “Thank you so much for the special alternative gift you sent to me 
for the Soche Church in Malawi. . . .  I have much more than I will ever need, so please always consider 
helping others in my name.”

These words eloquently capture all that is embodied in the Alternative Gifts program: an opportunity 
to honor a loved one with a meaningful gift at Christmas while providing resources for our mission 
partners, and at the same time sowing the seeds for further charitable giving.  It is still spring, but keep 
in mind the Alternative Gifts program as time moves on and you begin to consider your Christmas list.

Gail Jones, Dick Potter, and Suzanne Potter, Co-chairs

Music for Midsummer Nights: A Mini-Series of Midweek Concerts

Join us for a delightful concert every Wednesday evening in June, from 7:00 to 7:55 p.m.  For the full 
schedule, visit www.shadysidepres.org/migs-midsummer-nights.  (No admission charge; freewill 
donations accepted.)

MusiC in A gReAT spACe



New Elders – continued from page 3

Timothy nye has been a member of SPC for more than thirty-three years.  
Previously, Tim attended Bethany Presbyterian Church in Lancaster, 
Pa., where he grew up and was confirmed; he later attended and joined 
Graystone Presbyterian Church in Indiana, Pa., when he was a college 
student at IUP.  A member of the Shadyside Chancel Choir for more than 
three decades, Tim has served multiple terms as a deacon.  In addition to 
serving on the Representative Nominating Committee, he has hosted 
Shepherd Wellness Dinners sponsored by SPC, helped to serve dinners at 
the EECM Shelter, assisted the Flower Ministry, and participated in the 
bazaar, including serving as chair of the soup booth.  Tim works as an account executive for Fiserv, a 
provider of financial technology services.  He resides in Shadyside with his spouse, Chris.

sharon Taylor relocated to Pittsburgh in 2007 after living for nearly 
eighteen years in the Boston area, where she was a member and elder of 
the Newton Presbyterian Church in Newton, Massachusetts.  For her 
entire career, she has been a theological librarian, having worked for four 
seminaries in four states.  Along the way, she also was a campus minister, 
helped start a new church, and accumulated several degrees, including 
a Ph.D. in church history.  Since joining SPC, Sharon has served on the 
International Partnerships Mission Action Community (MAC) and 
participated in mission trips to China; spent time with international 

students; and taught the junior high Sunday school class.  “As the church prepares to celebrate our 150th 
anniversary, we need to anticipate with prayer and hopeful expectation what the Lord will do with and 
through us in future days,” says Sharon. “I am honored to be nominated to serve in this particular way.”

A wife, mother, and grandmother of six, June weber has just retired after 
thirty years as the music director of the Crete Presbyterian Church.  June 
is also a retired music educator (kindergarten through college).  She has 
been a member at SPC for nineteen years, transferring from Graystone 
Presbyterian Church, in Indiana, Pennsylvania, where she served as an 
elder for eight years.  In the past, June also has served SPC as an elder for six 
years, and, in addition, has served on numerous committees; currently, 
she serves on the International Partnerships Mission Action Community 
(MAC).  “God has closed one door for me at Crete Presbyterian Church, 
and it seems as though He has opened another for me at SPC,” says June.  “I am pleased with the direction 
the church is taking and feel privileged to have the opportunity to serve God in any capacity I am able.”
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Marriage Blessings

Congratulations to our 
Campus Ministry co-worker  
Rebecca Verley, who wed 
Zachary Reeder at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church in April.  
Please note that Becca’s email 
address has now been updated 
to rreeder@shadysidepres.org.

AMong ouR people

A Cookie Miracle

Campus Ministry would like to 
extend a huge “thank you” to 
all cookie bakers, baggers, and 
distributors who helped to spread 
some joy to Chatham and CMU 
students during their finals 
this semester.  We were able to 
hand out over 1,800 sweet treats 
thanks to your incredible, edible 
generosity.

CAMpus MinisTRy

(Above) Canines and Cookies: Many students,0 like Juliet Casinelli, senior at Chatham 
University, received more than cookies this semester: Kelly Lewis brought her dogs to 
campus to spread some much-needed, tail-wagging love.

(left) newlyweds: Rebecca and Zachary Reeder.



8

youTh MinisTRywoRship & MusiC

Worship in June and July
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Communion: sunday, June 5, and sunday, July 3

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on the first Wednesday following Labor Day: 

wednesday, september 7.

Live Worship Webcast
sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live.   
Please share this link with friends and neighbors  

who may not be able to join us in person. 

Youth Happenings

Join other youth on Thursdays 
this summer to live out your 
faith in a unique way, through 
fellowship, mission, and 
engaging the community.  We 
will meet on the following dates:

June 23 (1:30–3:30 p.m.) — 
lawn games and a slip’n’slide

June 30 (9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.) — 
Garfield Farm workday 

July 7 (9:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m.) —
Open Hand Ministries workday

July 26 — Kennywood Park

For more information, please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson.

EECM Food Pantry Summer Collection

The Hunger and Homelessness Mission Action Community (MAC) 
invites members and friends to donate non-perishable food items 
for our June food collection.  The East End Cooperative Ministry’s 
Food Pantry is experiencing an increase in food requests, and 
your donation will help to assure adequate supplies of food for the 
pantry.  Bags will be distributed after worship on June 12.  A list of 
suggested donation items will be attached to the bags, which will be 
collected on sunday, June 19.  If you are unable to attend the service, 
you are welcome to participate by bringing your bag to the church 
office during the week before June 19.  Additional questions may be 
directed to Rev. Todd Leach, Associate Pastor for Missions, or to any 
member of the Hunger and Homelessness MAC.

hungeR & hoMelessness

pARish liFe

Ice Cream Social

The Parish Life Ministry Team 
invites you to an ice cream social 
after worship on sunday, June 5.  
Please help us greet the summer 
season by enjoying ice cream 
and fellowship with us!
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