
Rep. NomiNatiNg

Representative Nominating Work Has Begun
The members of the Representative Nominating Committee have 
begun meeting to prayerfully engage in the process of identifying 
people who are well suited and eager to serve our church as leaders.

Your help in the nomination process is needed.  Brochures which 
provide precise information about the process are available in the 
church pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  We urge you to take one 
or several of the brochures home and to give prayerful consideration 
to people you might like to recommend to the committee.  The same 
information and additional forms are posted on the church website: 
www.shadysidepres.org/nominating.  In order to be considered, 
recommendations must be submitted by Sunday, February 26.

As you contemplate, please remember the Trustees represent the 
congregation in the stewardship of property and management of 
funds.  Elders serve on the Session, the body that sets and oversees 
the church’s direction in ministry, program, and budget.  Deacons 
organize and serve in ministries that engage people and groups 
directly in Christ’s service.  At-large members of the 2018 Rep. 
Nominating Committee will be called upon to identify the next set 
of church officers.  Trustees, Elders, and Deacons serve a three-year 
term and are eligible to serve a second consecutive term.

Officer candidates will be identified for presentation to the 
congregation for the purpose of election at the Annual Meeting of 
the congregation which is held in May.  You are encouraged to join in 
the work of the Nominating Committee by identifying people who 
routinely seek the will of God and who lead lives consistent with the 
Gospel.  Members of the committee will be happy to speak with you 
should you have questions about the process.

2017 Representative Nominating Committee:  
John E. B. Baldridge; H. Daniel Cessna; Warren R. Clark;  

Sarah H. Datt; Beatrice P. Jones; Jill M. Markl;  
Robert B. Reppe, chair; Susan F. Thomson; and Susan E. Wood

pgh. pReSbyteRy

Celebrating Gavin 
Walton’s Ordination

youth & paRiSh LiFe

Youth Invite All to the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on February 28

The whole family is invited to join us in this pre-Lenten celebration and fundraiser!  On tuesday, 
February 28, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall, the youth will sponsor an all-you-can-eat pancake 
supper.  Come and celebrate Mardi Gras (Shrove Tuesday) and support the youth.   The proceeds from 
the evening will aid in the costs of summer mission opportunities for those in grades 6 through 12.   
A freewill donation will be received.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or 
calling the church office by Friday, February 24.

The Pittsburgh Presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) ordained Gavin Walton 
on Sunday, January 22, at 
Grace Memorial Presbyterian 
Church.  Since 2010, Gavin has 
been a member of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church (SPC), and, 
in May 2016, he successfully 
completed the denomination’s 
care process, which he entered 
under the sponsorship of the 
Session of SPC.  Gavin will 
serve as Temporary Pastor at 
Grace Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, a sister congregation 
in the nearby Hill District 
of Pittsburgh with which 
Shadyside has enjoyed a long 
relationship.  Please support 
Gavin with your prayers as he 
officially begins his ministry.

Continued on page 2
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Culinary Classes: Risotto
Tie on an apron and join Chef Steven Bright in the kitchen for 
one of two hands-on cooking classes on tuesday, February 21, or 
thursday, February 23, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Learn the classic technique used 
by professional chefs to create 
one of the most comforting 
dishes on the planet: risotto.  
Together, we will create savory as 
well as sweet risotto recipes; then, 
we will enjoy the opportunity to 
share these tasty creations while 
dining with classmates.

Classes will be limited to groups of six in teams of two.  Cost for the 
class is $15 per person.  Please wear comfortable closed-toe shoes 
and tie back long hair.  Bring your favorite apron, and let’s get 
cooking!  Register by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or contacting 
the church office.
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Devotion: Serving Christ in Our Daily Vocation

We had a family tradition of eating breakfast at the beach while visiting my 
parents in Bradenton, Florida.  Near one of our favorite patio restaurants 
was a souvenir gift shop that attracted my eye, probably due to the wind 
chimes and air socks and gadgets that floated in the gentle breeze outside 
the shop’s entrance.

Once, as I browsed up and down the cluttered aisles, I found a beautiful 
hand-carved sea turtle.  But this was no ordinary carving; it was made from 
ironwood and so well executed that the carver’s name had been etched onto 
the belly of the turtle.  Whoever had created this wonderful piece of art had been proud enough of the 
work to sign his or her name.

There is a story of a righteous man of great faith and devotion who was often sought out by great leaders 
despite his humble vocation as a shoe cobbler.  When asked what devotion meant to him, he would 
respond: “I have no secret, but I’ll tell you what I do:  I make shoes, and every shoe I make, I make for 
Jesus Christ.” 

What a wonderful principle by which to work and live: offering up to Jesus Christ even the most common 
tasks of our everyday lives.  When we do, however, we will discover an amazing transformation, as God 
lifts our ordinary tasks and blesses them to become our greatest fulfillment in life. 

Have you wondered recently if your efforts of service and labor go unnoticed?  Let me assure you of the 
One who watches, who knows of our efforts, our struggles, our victories, and our losses — Jesus Christ 
is well aware of the sacrifice you make to glorify His name!  With every service we provide, with every 
item we produce, we should take such care as to sign our name joyfully.  No matter what our vocation, 
each one of us through our daily efforts can help to create a community and world where Jesus Christ is 
shared and glorified.

May each of us who believes in Jesus Christ find ways to serve Him in our daily vocation, for this truly 
is the essence of a devoted Christian life.

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him.”  (Colossians 3:17) 

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

meSSage FRom the paStoR
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Gavin Walton — cont. from page 1

In June 2016, Gavin wrote the 
following message to SPC:

“I wanted to thank you all for 
your prayers and support along 
the way.  . . .  I wanted to reaffirm 
my love and appreciation for 
my home church.  I would have 
never made it to the point of 
realizing God’s purpose for 
me if not for your rearing 
and guidance during these 
formative years.  As I seek to 
help a congregation live into 
God’s vision for them, I will 
remember and (try to) emulate 
the love and discipleship with 
which you have blessed me.”

paRiSh LiFe
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miSSioNS

2016 Alternative Gifts for Christmas

Six local and international mission partners of SPC benefitted collectively 
from more than $5,600 donated in connection with the Alternative Gifts 
program held during the Advent season.  The program included mission 
partners Brother’s Brother Foundation, Foundation of Hope, Garfield 
Community Farm, Promised Land Ministries in Guatemala, Veterans 
Place of Washington Boulevard, and our mission partners in India.  

On two Sundays in Advent, events were held in the Parish Hall, where, along with food and fellowship, 
representatives of the mission partners were available to answer questions and provide informational 
material.  Upon receiving donations, acknowledgement cards were provided for the donors to present 
to selected recipients as an alternative form of Christmas gift.

Special thanks are extended to all who participated and donated so generously to our mission partners 
in this year’s Alternative Gifts program.

Dick Potter, Alternative Gifts Committee

Kids in the Kitchen

On Saturday, February 11, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Chef Steven Bright is offering a cooking class 
to children in kindergarten through fifth grade.  Chef Bright will lead the children and their adult 
helpers in the creation of a breakfast strata that will then be served at the God and Family First (GAFF) 
on Second Sundays event on February 12, at 9:30 a.m.

Underwritten by the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Children’s Ministry, this free event for families 
will be conducted in the kitchen and Parish Hall.  Childcare will be available for younger siblings.  
While registration is extremely limited due to space constraints, another class is planned for April, 
and priority will be given to those on the waiting list from the February class.  Please sign up in the  
Sharp Atrium or contact the church office.  

ChiLdReN’S miNiStRy

Every Square Inch

Jubilee Conference: February 17–19

In a few short weeks, more than 2,500 college students will gather 
in Pittsburgh for the CCO’s Jubilee Conference.  This annual event 
invites attendees to discover what it means to serve Jesus Christ 
with their entire lives.  Please pray for our students attending with 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church, and for all the college students who 
will be hearing this message.  Pray that they would see Christ’s work 
in our world in a new and hopeful way, and pray that it would ignite 
new passion in students for Christ and for their studies and work.

CampuS miNiStRy

youth & FamiLy

Fellowship Breakfast for Baptismal Families

On Sunday, February 5, the Youth and Family Ministries will host 
our fourth annual Baptism Breakfast.  This time is set aside to honor 
all of those who have been baptized in the past year.  We gather 
together to share stories of raising our children in the Christian faith 
and, through prayer, support one another in this endeavor.  Please 
keep all of these children and families in prayer as we all continue to 
live out our baptismal vows.



Not long ago, Mark Anderson, our Director of Music Ministry, 
located an archival photo online, posted by the Organ Historical 
Society (OHS), of Shadyside’s then-newly-installed 1903 Kimball 
organ.  Jeff Scofield and Bynam Petty of the OHS kindly provided 
a high-quality version of the image, part of which is reproduced 
above.  Major architectural changes were made to the sanctuary 
when the organ was installed.  A wide, imposing pulpit-desk reflects 
the emphasis on preaching typical of congregations a century ago.

The photo of the current Chapel 
Communion table (right) shows 
clearly that it was fashioned 
from the 1903 pulpit-desk.  
Architectural drawings from 
1952 for the construction of 
the worship space in the Chapel 
building show the table in its 
present form.   The four liturgical 
furnishings we use now (pulpit, 
lectern, table, and font) represent a balance among the elements of 
worship.  It is fitting that a pulpit-desk (for the Word proclaimed) 
has found new life as a Communion table (where, in the Sacrament, 
the Word is made visible).

Elder Timothy C. Engleman
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Stephen Ministry: Helping to Restore Balance
balance:  The definition of balance is stability produced by even distribution 
of weight or forces.  Our lives are delicately balanced.  A small shift in one 
area of life can set us off balance.  A major change can send us spinning out 
of control.  Stephen Ministers can help when life gets out of balance.  They 
listen and care and, most importantly, bring the stability of Jesus’ love and 
grace into people’s lives.  If your life or that of someone you know has shifted 
out of balance, consider Stephen Ministry.  Please contact Rev. Lynn Portz, 
or one of our Stephen Leaders, Cathy Wilson or Janet Rohrer, through the 
church office.

CaRe & SuppoRt

iN memoRiam

Faithful Departed

The following members of our 
church family were called to 
their heavenly home.  While we 
will miss their earthly presence, 
we rejoice that they have joined 
the Church Triumphant and 
give thanks for their lives.

 Donald T. Corfield

 Richard Dexter Baker Jr.

 Gerald Neal Potts

 Anne Mandenberg Sieber

New membeRS

A Warm Welcome  
to Our New Members

We extend our heartfelt 
welcome to the following new 
members who were received on 
November 20:

Julia A. Adams

Meredith Conboy

Amanda L. Cowley

Edouard Gebski

Elizabeth Gillespie

David Hamilton

Jennifer Heiskell

Nellie E. Hestin

Marcia Miller

New Discovery Reveals a Re-purposed Pulpit
About a decade ago, I was standing with the Reverend Dr. John Mehl  
at the Communion table in Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s 
Chapel.  It is small and, unusual for a Communion table, has a square 
top.  Dr. Mehl said that he understood it to have been made from a 
large pulpit.  Typically, such an intriguing remark would have sent 
me off on an architectural search for the details.  For some reason, I 
just made note of the fact and pretty much forgot about it.

aRChiteCtuRe ChRiStiaN eduCatioN

Strength to Love
Martin Luther King Jr.

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

Topical Book Study  
in the Chapel
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Mission Dinner: Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s Music Ministry
wednesday, February 8, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall

Music both inspires and enables us to worship at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church as it is an integral part of our identity.  The 
Chancel Choir blesses us with their anthems, leads us in singing 
hymns, and ushers us to witness God’s presence in the midst of our 
worship.  Naturally, we connect music with worship, yet our music 
ministry reaches beyond Sunday morning and is a valued mission 
of our church.  Come and learn how our very own Mark Anderson 
understands music as mission and how this understanding expands 
our music ministry beyond the walls of our sanctuary.

miSSioNS

Right: Mark A. Anderson, Director of Music Ministry at Shadyside Presbyterian Church

muSiC iN a gReat SpaCe

The Pittsburgh Camerata Presents Images and Reflections
Sunday, February 12, at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The Pittsburgh Camerata joins with pianist Nathan Carterette 
and cellist Elisa Kohanski to create musical reflections that spread 
outward, like waves on the ocean.  Choral pieces will be interspersed 
between movements of Maurice Ravel’s “Miroirs.”  New music will 
mirror old music.  All will become clear.  Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org.

A Christmas Gift to the Congregation

In 1997, the Chancel Choir recorded twenty-nine compositions with 
the intention of producing a double Christmas CD; however, only 
a single disc was eventually produced in time for the holidays: an 
album titled Angels We Have Heard.  The remaining unreleased tracks 
were recently obtained and remastered, and comprise the contents of 
a special holiday album titled Noel, a Christmas gift to the Shadyside 
congregation from the Stamy family that was distributed after the 
9:00 p.m. candlelight service on Christmas Eve.  While supplies last, 
the CDs will be available in the Sharp Atrium on Sunday mornings 
following worship, along with an opportunity to make a freewill 
offering to benefit those who are hungry and homeless in Pittsburgh.

May the joy and wonder that is Christmas be rekindled for you and your loved ones by revisiting the 
story of our Savior’s birth through this music and texts.

The Stamy Family

muSiC miNiStRy

S H A DYS I D E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U RC H
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

The Chancel
   Choir
John Walker

DIRECTOR OF
MUSIC & ORGANIST

On January 19, 20 and 21, 1997, the Chancel Choir recorded 29 compositions
with the intention of  producing a double Christmas CD. Using only 16 of  those tracks,

a single disc was eventually produced later that year in time for the holidays. Entitled
Angels We Have Heard, it was released under the Pro Organo label. The remaining 13 unused

and previously unreleased tracks from those 1997 recording sessions were recently obtained
from the original engineer, Frederick Hohman. In November, 2016, 11 of  those 13

tracks were remastered and comprise the contents of  this album, a Christmas
gift to the Shadyside congregation from the Stamy family.

paRiSh LiFe

Connections Dinner: Enjoy a Meal with Your Church Family
wednesday, February 15, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. in the parish hall

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on 
wednesday, February 15.  The menu will include orange chicken with steamed white rice and gingered 
peas.  Assorted cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the 
Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office by monday, February 13.  The suggested donation is 
$6; good will offering for children 10 and under.  Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you 
will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.
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CommuNiCatioNS

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

wednesday, February 1 
March issue

wednesday, march 1 
April issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org. 
Comments are welcome.

youth & miSSioNS

Souper Bowl of Caring

Mark your calendars for the 
Souper Bowl of Caring on 
Sunday, February 5.  As the 
whole country cheers for the 
Super Bowl, our youth will 
collect money and canned 
goods following worship for 
East End Cooperative Ministry.  
The Souper Bowl of Caring is 
part of a national event to raise 
awareness of hunger issues.  
For more information, please 
contact Rev. John Magnuson 
and visit www.souperbowl.org.

woRShip & muSiC

Sunday Worship
Sunday, February 5, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, February 12, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Sunday, February 19, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend John F. Magnuson, preaching

Sunday, February 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps, preaching

Midweek Vespers
wednesdays, February 1, 8, 15, and 22, at 7:00 p.m. 

These candlelit services, including Communion, offer a more 
intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

(Childcare is available.)

deaCoNS

Shepherd Wellness Community Dinner

Shadyside Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wellness Dinner 
for the Shepherd Wellness Community on Friday, February 10, 
at the Shepherd Wellness Community Center (4800 Sciota St. in 
Bloomfield).  Volunteers should sign up online by going to the 
website at www.swconline.org and clicking on the “Volunteer 
Online Now” button on the Volunteer Opportunities page.  There 
is a separate tab for SPC.  If online access is not available, please call 
412-683-4477, ext. 12.

a
d

d
Re

SS
 S

eR
v

iC
e 

Re
q

u
eS

te
d

51
21

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 P
la

ce
  •

  P
itt

sb
ur

gh
,  

PA
  1

52
32

Ch
ur

ch
 O

ffi
ce

 T
el

ep
ho

ne
: 4

12
-6

82
-4

30
0

w
w

w
.s

ha
dy

si
de

pr
es

.o
rg

w
w

w
.fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/S

ha
dy

si
de

Pr
es

by
te

ria
n


