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Sesquicentennial Mission Gift: Near and Far

Staff Transitions

Human ReSouRceS

near and Far:  The Neighborhood Academy in Pittsburgh (above left) and our sister church in Malawi, the Soche Church (above right).

Laurel Schultz Katherine Ey Brytani Hinson

After more than twelve years serving as the Assistant to the Senior Pastor, laurel Schultz retires 
on August 11.  In countless quiet and caring ways, Laurel has supported the ministry of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, conscientiously coordinating many behind-the-scenes aspects of the work of the 
church and helping everyone from pastors to parishioners.  In retirement, Laurel and her husband look 
forward to more opportunities to travel to visit their three adult daughters and two young grandsons.

Katherine ey has cheerfully and generously led Chatham University students in their spiritual growth 
through Shadyside Presbyterian Church for the past four years as a ministry partner with the Coalition 
for Christian Outreach (CCO).  Upon the conclusion of the upcoming semester, Katherine completes her 

Continued on page 2

In honor of our Sesquicentennial Anniversary, Shadyside Presbyterian Church is collecting a special 
offering to be presented on World communion Sunday, october 2, to two significant mission partners:  
the Neighborhood Academy in Pittsburgh, and our sister congregation, the Soche Church in Malawi, 
Africa.  The Pitcairn-Crabbe Foundation has agreed to join us in this historic effort through a matching 
grant.  We ask you to give generously to both honor and advance our historic and biblical calling to share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ both near and far.  Brochures and contribution envelopes are available in the 
pews, Narthex, and Sharp Atrium.  Read more online at www.shadysidepres.org/150-mission-gift.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania www.shadysidepres.org
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In the Light of the Son

Although I’m not a big rock collector, I’ll never forget frolicking in the 
frigid waters of a mountain stream with my children.  We were walking up 
the stream just above Montreat, North Carolina, when I had to step out of 
the water and attempt to coax some feeling back into my feet, which had 
gone numb from what seemed to be flowing ice.

As I sat on a big rock in the middle of the stream, my eyes were drawn to the 
most beautiful array of colors glistening in the stream.  Carefully I made 
my way to the source and discovered a rock full of tiny flecks of crystal.  
These tiny bits of crystal were reflecting a small beam of sunlight peeking through the canopy of trees 
above the stream.  I knew immediately I had to have that rock for my office as a reminder of a precious 
time with my family.

Once I had retrieved the rock, I placed it into the trunk of the car, where it stayed until we arrived home.  
As I unloaded the trunk, I was surprised to see that the rock had lost much of its splendor.  It was dull and 
white and very unspectacular, despite the evidence of the tiny flecks of crystal.  Instead of placing it in 
my office, I would find a place for it on our back deck as a distant reminder of our time in the mountains.  
However, as I stepped out the back door into the sunlight, the rock came back to life, shimmering once 
again and bringing a smile to my face.

How true for the children of God as well.  Only when we live within the light of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 
can our true beauty be seen.  God has created us in such a way as to reflect His glory.

In the Gospel of John, we read of Christ as the light that illumines our lives: “. . . in Him was life, and that 
life was the light of all people. . . .  The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen 
His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:4, 14)

When the glory, truth, and salvation of Jesus Christ come into our lives, they emerge in every facet of 
our lives.  But this glistening radiance can only be seen as we stand in the light of Christ.  If we wander 
from the light and the life He offers, we can no longer reflect His glory.

Today, let us stay close to Jesus Christ.  Let us read His word revealed in Scripture, live in His Spirit, and 
celebrate the fellowship God provides among His people, the Church.  Perhaps then, the light of Jesus 
Christ reflected in our lives will pierce the darkness and illumine the life of others, to the glory of God.

“ ‘No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed.  Instead he puts it on a stand, so that 
those who come in can see the light.’ ”  (Luke 8:16)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

meSSage FRom tHe PaStoR

Human ReSouRceS

Continued from page 1

graduate studies at Carnegie Mellon University in pursuit of a Masters of Professional Writing, which 
she began last year.  As her tenure with Shadyside’s Campus Ministry draws to a close at the end of July, 
she will help her successor to transition into her role.

In this issue of The Church Mouse, we introduce Brytani Hinson as our new CCO co-worker serving 
Chatham University.  Brytani graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2015 with a degree in 
microbiology.  “I think college is a great time to start figuring out why God matters and how that should 
impact how we live our daily lives,” says Brytani, who looks forward to working with the CCO so that 
she “can walk with students as they work to figure this out.”  Recently, she has been involved in a CCO-
sponsored summer program based in Philadelphia.  Brytani begins her work at Shadyside on august 1.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to the Lord for the faithful service of Laurel and Katherine among us, 
and we rejoice with them in the new opportunities that lie ahead.  Please join us in praying for God’s 
blessings upon them, and please join us in praying, too, for Brytani as she establishes new relationships 
on campus and at the church.  Finally, please join us in warmly welcoming her to the Shadyside family.
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miSSionS

Hosanna House Serves Wilkinsburg Community

We are in the 17th year of a partnership with Hosanna House of 
Wilkinsburg.  They are never satisfied with the status quo, but 
always reaching out to improve the neighborhood and lift up the 
community.  Approximately 1,000 residents a day either receive or 
deliver services there.  They have become “champions of blight” in 
the immediate neighborhood.  Several abandoned homes were torn 
down, to be replaced by a parklet and overflow parking.  They have 
established a partnership with the Children’s Museum, and the 
museum has taken up residence there in the form of several exhibit/
participatory rooms for the children.  (Consider that many of the 
children in the community cannot regularly access transportation 
to the Northside to attend the main facility.)  For nine weeks this 
summer, 200 children will attend summer camp at their Sherwood 
properties in Forest Hills.  Much of the cost of camp is underwritten, 
which gives many children opportunities they otherwise would 
not have.  Once school is back in session, youth services continue 
with after-school mentoring, homework assistance, and access to 
the computer lab, Monday through Wednesday, 2:30 to 6:00 p.m.  
I could go on and on, but space limits me.  Check out all of their 
community support programs at www.HosannaHouse.org.  Please 
consider supporting them through our golf outing (see article, 
right).  All proceeds are donated to Hosanna House.

Elder Carla M. Gedman

miSSionS

Golf Outing “Links” 
Mission & Fellowship

17th Annual Golf 
Outing &  
Silent  
Auction
September 10, 2016

The Golf Outing is your chance 
to socialize with other church 
members, play some golf, and 
have a good meal after a day 
on the course, all while helping 
Hosanna House.  Not a golfer?  
Not a problem!  Come just for 
the auction and dinner.

When: Sat., Sept. 10, with a 
shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.

Where: Birdsfoot Golf Club  
in Freeport

cost: $80 for golf, cart, and 
dinner; for dinner only: $15, or  
$7 for a child (10 and under)

Registration forms are due 
Sun., aug. 28.  Hole sponsors 
are needed at $150 per hole.  
Angel sponsorship is $1,000.

For details, contact Carla 
Gedman or JoAnn Patross 
through the church office.  Visit 
shadysidepres.org/golf-outing

community KidS

above:  The Neighborhood Academy Class of 2016, including Brianna Williams (far 
right), recipient of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship.

News from The Neighborhood Academy

On May 19, the Neighborhood Academy Commencement Exercises 
and 15th annual Academy Awards took place at Third Presbyterian 
Church, where Brianna Williams was awarded the 2016 Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church Book Scholarship.  This fall, Brianna will 
attend Slippery Rock University.  Co-valedictorians Maya Gardner 
and Cheyne Francis gave a truly inspirational address, and the 
Reverend Dr. Ronald E. Peters from Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary delivered a powerful speech.  The highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of diplomas to the six graduates.

Elder Beatrice P. Jones diSciPleSHiP

All-Church Retreat

Friday–Saturday,  
October 7–8

Crestfield Camp  
and Conference Center  

in Slippery Rock, Pa. 
shadysidepres.org/retreat

Pathways and Crossroads  
on Your Journey with Christ
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Stephen Ministry: A Ministry of Caring

St. Matthew said that at the last judgement, Jesus will say these words: “For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.”  (Matthew 25:35-36)  One of the ways our congregation 
cares for others is through our trained Stephen Ministers, who go to those 
in need and care for them.  Continue sharing in this ministry by praying for 
our Stephen Ministers and for their care receivers.

To find out more about Stephen Ministry or to receive a Stephen Minister’s care, contact Rev. Lynn 
Portz or one of the Stephen Minister Leaders: Janet Rohrer or Cathy Wilson.

caRe & SuPPoRt

An Invitation to Be a Christian Education Teacher, Leader, or Volunteer

Sunday, august 28, at 9:30 a.m.

One of the wonderful things about Sunday School teachers is that we always need more!  One of the 
frustrating and challenging things about Sunday School teachers is that we always need more!  It’s 
wonderful because there is room for you — please don’t sit back and think that Shadyside is such a great 
congregation that, surely, we already have enough Sunday School teachers.  Make the decision to join us 
this year.  Opportunities exist to engage with any age level — elementary, middle school, high school, 
college students, and even adults.  Read more at www.shadysidepres.org/sunday-school-teachers 
and join us for a training workshop on Sunday, august 28, at 9:30 a.m. in the Hulme Room.

cHRiStian education

Choir Celebrates Another Season of Song

muSic miniStRy

above:  In June, the Chancel Choir gathers at the Stamys’ thirteenth annual choir picnic 
to celebrate another year of music ministry with Shadyside Presbyterian Church.

A Warm Welcome to 
Our New Members

On Sunday, May 15, our 
congregation received three 
new members during morning 
worship, and in this issue of 
The Church Mouse, we extend 
our heartfelt welcome to each of 
them.

Robert S. Hillman

Carrie A. Rote

Sally D. Wolfe

neW memBeRS

Birthday Cake Thanks

Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to making Birthday 
Cake Fellowship a success on 
Sunday, May 22.  Many people 
played a part — from setting up, 
to preparing signs, to bringing 
in cakes and treats, to a lot of 
other behind-the-scenes details.  
It was a sweet, sweet day!

PaRiSH liFemiSSionS

SPC Hosts PRISM Open House

Shadyside Presbyterian Church has again agreed to host the 2016 
Pittsburgh Region International Student Ministries’ (PRISM) Open 
House, on Wednesday, august 31, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.   
The event includes dinner for approximately seventy-five 
international students and SPC volunteers.  We need twenty 
wonderful people to volunteer to be present and welcome these 
students to Pittsburgh, and, more specifically, to Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium.  For 
additional information, please contact Rev. Todd Leach.
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cHildRen’S miniStRy

Vacation Bible School Thanks

From June 20 to 24, Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church’s Vacation 
Bible School welcomed 
eighty children from our 
church, nursery school, and 
community families for a fun 
and educational week exploring 
the theme, “F.R.O.G.: Fully 
Rely on God.”  More than forty 
adult volunteers, in addition to 
forty junior counselors, helped 
throughout the week.  Thank 
you to the children, parents, 
staff, volunteers, grandparents, 
and caregivers who participated.

SeSquicentennial

History in the Making

“God Almighty will have to make a man specially fitted to be pastor of 
Shadyside Church — and He will have to be awfully particular about it, 
too.”  You may learn the context of this provocative quotation in our 
new church history Liturgy: A Reflection On Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church.  Written by our resident historian, Elder Timothy Engleman, 
it will be available for our 150th Anniversary celebration in October.

A comprehensive history would fill volumes, so this book samples 
Shadyside Church in each era of its existence.  The goal is to 
discover if there are family traits of our congregation that can be 
followed throughout a century-and-a-half.  Six chapters cover eleven 
pastorates, with chapters also devoted to the Missions Ministry and 
the Music Ministry.  Wherever possible, the story is told in the words 
of the people who made Shadyside’s history.  The sources for those 
words were sermons, interviews, letters, church documents, news 
accounts, and first-hand memories that stretch back nine decades.

Watch The Church Mouse, the Sunday bulletin, and our Facebook page for further information about 
how to obtain your copy and how to share memories of your own.

miSSionS & deaconS

Twenty-third Strawberry Festival Supports Sojourner House

The Strawberry Festival drew a large crowd 
on Friday, June 10, and raised $2,500 for the 
Sojourner House MOMS program.  God provided 
the sunshine, and a good time was had by all.  We 
thank all those who helped to make the event 
so successful by volunteering, donating baked 
goods, or attending.  We especially thank the 
Board of Deacons for organizing all aspects of 
this great evening of fellowship and fun.

Right: Deacon Sheila Blumer paints faces during the Strawberry 
Festival on Friday, June 10.  To view more photos of the event, 
please visit the album on the church’s Facebook page.
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PaRiSH liFeWoRSHiP & muSic

Sunday Worship
Sunday, august 7, at 11:00 a.m., with communion 

The Reverend Lynn M. Portz preaching

Sunday, august 14, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Sunday, august 21, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Todd E. Leach preaching

Sunday, august 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Midweek Vespers
Vespers will resume on the first Wednesday following Labor Day: 

Wednesday, September 7.

Live Worship Webcast
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Listen online at www.shadysidepres.org/live.   

Dates to Save
Sunday, September 11
Christian Education Classes for 
All Ages Resume

Sunday, September 18
Potluck Picnic Under the Tent

Sundays, September 18 & 25
Inquirers’ Class

Wednesday, September 21
Connection Dinner

Sunday, october 2
Sesquicentennial Celebration

Friday–Saturday, october 7–8
All-Church Retreat

Sundays, december 11 & 18
Alternative Gifts for Christmas

diSciPleSHiP communicationS

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

monday, august 1 
September issue

thursday, September 1 
October issue

Please submit Mouse articles to 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.

Summer Reading

The Adult Christian Education Team invites you to visit the 
bookshelf in the Parlor for a curated selection of suggested summer 
readings, from memoirs to theology.  Browse the recommended 
titles and consider participating in this relaxed reading program.  
Then, on Sunday, September 4, join us at 9:30 a.m. for an informal 
gathering to engage in casual conversation about what we’ve read 
over the summer months.
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