
Christian EduCation

Mission Dinner: The Foundation of HOPE
Wednesday, april 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish hall

Each year, about 30,000 people 
are arrested and brought to 
the Allegheny County Jail in 
Pittsburgh.  The jail’s population 
— generally between 2,500-2,700 
on a daily basis — is growing.  
Of those in the general jail 
population, approximately 52 
percent will return (or recidivate).  
As an interfaith non-profit, the 
Foundation of HOPE addresses 
the problem of recidivism 
through empowering incarcerated and released individuals to 
restore their relationship with their God, rebuild their lives, and 
reconcile to their communities.  Join us on Wednesday, april 6,  
to hear Reverend Caitlin Werth, Pre-release Program Director for 
the Foundation of HOPE, which has been a mission partner with 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church for three years.  Please RSVP by 
signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by contacting the church office.

Missions

above: Rev. Caitlin Werth, Foundation of 
HOPE Pre-release Program Director 

Parish LifE

Culinary Classes

Tie on an apron and join Chef 
Steven Bright in the SPC kitchen 
for hands-on cooking classes 
in April.  The theme for these 
classes will be brunch.  Said to be 
the best meal of the day, brunch 
is a delicious late-morning to 
mid-afternoon feast of sweet 
and savory dishes set to satisfy 
any palate.  Get set to learn 
crowd-pleasing recipes which 
can be prepared in advance and 
simply heated, assembled, or 
presented before serving.

The menu will include:
• Savory breakfast bread 

pudding
• Pesto scrambled eggs
• Watercress and arugula salad 

with citrus-soy vinaigrette
• Cob-smoked bacon and sage 

sausage
• Miniature cinnamon rolls
• Lemon posset

Two hands-on classes will be 
held: Monday, april 11, and 
thursday, april 14, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m.  Classes will be 
limited to groups of six in teams 
of two.  Cost for the class is $15 
per person.  Bring your favorite 
apron and let’s get cooking!  
Register by signing up in the 
Sharp Atrium or contacting the 
church office.

New Study Options for Adults in April

sundays, beginning april 3, at 9:30 a.m.

After Easter, gather in the Sharp Atrium on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
for a time of fellowship before attending the study of your choice 
at 9:45 a.m.  

•	 Adult	Bible	Study	in	the	Hulme	Room		
 Join us as we begin a study of the Book of Genesis.

•	 Adult	Topical	Book	Study	in	the	Chapel
 Join us as we begin studying Being Christian: Baptism, Bible, 

Eucharist, Prayer, by Rowan Williams, who served as the 
104th Archbishop of Canterbury from 2002 to 2012 and is 
now Master of Magdalene College, University of Cambridge.  
In this simple, beautifully written book, Williams explores 
four essential components of the Christian life: baptism, the 
Bible, the Eucharist, and prayer.  Questions for reflection and 
discussion at the end of each chapter help readers to dig deeper 
and apply Williams’ insights to their own lives.  This study will 
continue through sunday, april 24.   
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Stilling the Storms of the Sea and of the Soul

Several years ago, I was invited to go deep-sea fishing with several friends.  
By midday, we were so caught up in our success that we failed to notice a 
fast-paced storm approaching.  Our captain, a seasoned boater, instructed 
us in the task of battening down the hatches and then opened up the full 
power of his engines to head for the jetties.

Before long, we were right in the middle of really dangerous weather.  
The rain was blowing sideways, the waves were larger than the boat, and 
lightning was striking all around us.  When the captain told us that we were 
of no help to him up top and to “get down below,” I didn’t argue.  A few moments of prayer were called 
for, anyway.

Huddled in the cabin, we discovered another danger not previously conceived.  In our haste of moving 
everything off the deck, we had stacked on a cushioned seat a cooler of fish on top of a cooler of drinks, 
which worked fine until a large wave sent the top cooler flying.  I’m glad no one was injured.  Explaining 
how a cooler of fish broke my nose might have been embarrassing.

The intrigue of the high seas that day offers many parallels to our day-to-day life.  In the great storms 
of life, we try to hide ourselves in whatever space seems quiet and secure.  Often, however, the greatest 
danger is not to be found outside in the elements but rather within — within our own hearts and minds.

Evil is without question a reality in our world.  Storms often blow, rivers overflow, and volcanoes erupt, 
causing great pain and sadness.  But the greatest evil exists within, which is doubly troubling because 
often our sinful human natures cannot detect it.  We inflict this kind of evil not only upon ourselves 
but on others, as well.

The only hope we have against this evil lies in the cross.  For us, the cross is a powerful and contradictory 
symbol representing the worst of human evil (the kind we inflict upon others and ultimately upon God), 
but also representing our only hope.  The great paradox of our faith is that Jesus Christ was nailed to the 
cross that we might be set free.  Though sin and evil perplex us and bring suffering, the gospel teaches 
uncompromisingly that God overcomes evil.  This is the good news of the Resurrection!

As Christians, we affirm that though evil is a reality in our world, it does not have the last word — God 
does!  And God has spoken that word in Jesus Christ.  Salvation is not of our own making, it is a gift of 
God.  We do not have the power to secure the force of evil that has broken loose in our lives or in our 
world.  We only have the hope of Jesus Christ.  In the storms of life, we must place our faith in Him.  He 
commands the storms of both the sea and the soul to cease, and they obey.  He stands with us on the  
deck of life and guides us to safe harbor.  Call on Him this day and be saved, not only from without but 
from within.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God —  
not by works, so that no one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8–9)

Conrad C. Sharps, Senior Pastor

MEssagE froM thE Pastor

Parish LifE

Light Bite Night: Dinner with Your Church Family
Wednesday, april 27, from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m.

The Parish Life Ministry Team invites church family and friends to join us any time between 6:00 
and 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall for a wonderful time to connect with one another over supper on 
Wednesday, april 27.  The menu will include lemon herb roasted chicken; tomato cucumber salsa, 
with fresh basil and mint; mixed greens salad, with sherry vinaigrette; and sliced baguettes.  Assorted 
cookies will be served for dessert.  Please make your reservation by signing up in the Sharp Atrium or by 
contacting the church office by Monday, april 25.  Cost: $6.  Children 10 and under: goodwill offering.  
Nursery care is available.  If you are able, we hope you will stay for vespers at 7:00 p.m.
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MusiC Ministry

Music Ministry Welcomes the Pennsbury High School Choir

On sunday, april 10, we welcome the Pennsbury High School Concert Choir to sing during worship, 
beginning with an extended choral prelude from 10:45 to 11:00 a.m.  Pennsbury High School is a public 
school located in Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania, with a choral music department composed of over five 
hundred students.  In addition to touring in Europe, the choir has performed at the White House and 
Carnegie Hall.  Plan on arriving early for worship on April 10 to hear these talented young singers.

Vacation Bible School — F.R.O.G.: Fully Rely on God
June 20 – 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

We need lots of help to create the excitement and learning space for 
this year’s Vacation Bible School.  There are so many ways you can 
participate: preparing materials in advance of VBS, leading a craft 
or storytelling activity center, welcoming folks at arrival time, or 
acting as a “lunch buddy.”  In addition to our need for leaders throughout the week, we need set builders 
to help us decorate our VBS and supply coordinators to help us prepare for all of our adventures.  Contact 
Ellen Allston through the church office for more information.  Registration materials for children are 
available now; enrollment is limited to seventy-five campers, so please register early.

ChiLdrEn’s Ministry

above: Image © iStock.com/Bluberries

Ayreheart Presents Music of the Renaissance from the British Isles

On sunday, april 10, at 3:00 p.m., 
Ayreheart performs music of the 
Renaissance from the British Isles, 
featuring the music of John Dowland, 
William Byrd, and John Johnson, as 
well as ballads from England, Scotland, 
and Wales. The quartet — incorporating 
voice, two lutes, colascione (a kind of bass 
lute), and hand percussion — presents 
historically informed concerts which 
give a glimpse into the lute’s past, and the 
expressiveness that prompted Renaissance writers to call the lute “the Prince of Instruments.”  Tickets 
may be reserved in advance by calling 412-682-4300, ext. 116, or purchased at the door.

MusiC in a grEat sPaCE

ChiLdrEn’s Ministry

Children’s Choirs to Visit Longwood at Oakmont for Spring Celebration

The children’s choirs will visit the residents of Longwood Healthcare Center and Senior Living 
Community on sunday, april 10, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.  The afternoon will include music presented by 
the children’s choirs and the bell choir, followed by fellowship and refreshments.  Please contact Ellen 
Allston (eallston@shadysidepres.org) to register your child’s attendance.

ChiLdrEn’s Ministry

Used Clothing Sale Benefits the Nursery School

On Monday and tuesday, april 25 and 26, the nursery school is holding a children’s and maternity 
clothing sale.  If you have any clean, gently-used clothes that you would like to donate to the sale, garments 
will be collected at the school from April 11 through 22.  All are welcome to stop by the sale and stock 
up on clothes.  Proceeds from the sale will benefit the nursery school, and any leftover clothing will be 
donated to charity.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary Lang (director@shadysideschool.org)  
or Ellen Allston (eallston@shadysidepres.org).
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What Kind of Man Would Receive the Care of a Stephen Minister?

• A man like adam, who was cut off from all that gave meaning to life 
and needed someone to remind him of God’s promise.

• A man like noah, who witnessed the destruction of everything around 
him and needed someone to wait with him for a new day.

• A man like abraham, who had to leave everything he knew and loved 
behind him and needed someone to journey with him to a new life.

• A man like Moses, who faced great opposition and needed a companion 
to support him and speak on his behalf.

• A man like david, who grieved the death of a wayward child and needed a shepherd’s care.

• A man like Elijah, who thought he was all alone and needed a still small voice to encourage him.

• A man like Job, who lost everything and needed someone to endure his pain with him silently.

• A man like Peter, who found himself in over his head and needed the strong hand of a faithful 
friend.

• A man like Paul, who knew the unending distress of a thorn in the flesh and needed someone to 
rejoice when he rejoiced and weep when he wept.

• A man like Jesus, who knew intense disappointment, sorrow, grief, rejection, and loneliness and 
needed an angel of God to minister to Him.

• A man like you.

If you would like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care for you, please contact  
Rev. Lynn Portz.

CarE & suPPort

A Mountain of Cookie Contributors

As another semester draws to its conclusion, we continue the 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church tradition of providing a sweet 
snack break for Chatham and CMU students in the midst of their 
finals.  Semester after semester, we are told by students how special 
and helpful this gift is to them — that they would be thought of and 
cared for in the midst of a more stressful time of the year.  However, 
this semester, as opposed to baking most of the cookies in-house at 
the church in one evening, we are calling on you, our community, 
to help provide varieties of cookies.  We need your help to provide 
2,000 cookies — that’s 167 dozens.  Think how loved students will 
feel when they hear that more than eighty households provided two 
or more dozen cookies each!

Please join Campus Ministry this semester in spreading the love of 
Christ through a simple act of baking cookies.  A sign-up sheet will 
be in the Sharp Atrium, or call the church office to let us know how 
many dozens you are able to contribute, and bring your cookies to 
the church on sunday, april 17.  Look for a table or cart collecting 
donations at the Time of Fellowship following worship.  Thank you!

CaMPus Ministry

CarE & suPPort

Divorce Support Group

A new group is forming for women impacted by separation or divorce.  This group will meet monthly 
in members’ homes and will provide support, prayer, and friendship.  If you would like to learn more, 
please contact Rev. Lynn Portz.

Pirates Game

For our Campus Ministry 
Mission Action Community 
(MAC) spring celebration, 
we are headed to PNC Park 
to watch the Pirates take on 
the Milwaukee Brewers, on 
friday, april 15, at 7:05 p.m.  If 
you would like to watch some 
baseball and hang out with our 
area college students before they 
leave for the summer, you are 
most welcome to join us.  Cost: 
$10 per ticket, which includes a 
$5 concessions voucher.  Please 
sign up in the Sharp Atrium, 
or contact Rebecca Verley or 
Katherine Ey.  Our twenty-
five tickets will go quickly, so 
reserve your ticket early!

CaMPus Ministry
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New Pictorial Directory
The Communications Committee is pleased to announce that the production of the new pictorial 
directory has been completed.  Distribution will occur after worship on sundays, april 17 and 24.  
During the Time of Fellowship on these Sundays, please visit the reception area of the Sharp Atrium, 
where volunteers will assist you in obtaining your copy (one directory per family).  If you would like 
to help the church conserve print editions for future new members, consider opting for an electronic 
edition.  Speak to the distribution volunteers or contact the church office about this “green” alternative.

The Communications Committee thanks all members who helped to make our church family album 
more complete by participating in a portrait session at the church or by submitting photographs. 
We also gratefully acknowledge the support and assistance of the Parish Life Ministry Team and its 
volunteers in the coordination of this project.  We hope that the 2016 pictorial directory will achieve the 
purposes for which it has been prepared — namely, strengthening the bond of Christian friendship and 
enhancing communication among the members of our church.

CoMMuniCations

PiTTSBuRgH	MARATHon

An Invitation to Participate in Marathon Weekend Festivities

Thirty members and friends of Shadyside Presbyterian Church are preparing to “Own the Race” in 
the Pittsburgh Marathon on sunday, May 1.  The entire church is invited to run alongside them in a 
number of exciting ways. 

• show your support:  This year, we are honored to be running with our local mission partner,  
Open Hand Ministries (OHM).  Shadyside runners are running with a purpose to raise funds in 
support of OHM’s work in the Garfield and East Liberty communities.  Visit their Crowdrise pages 
at www.crowdrise.com/ohmpittsburgh2016.

• Eat dinner:  Join the runners and meet our mission partner at a carbo-loading pasta dinner and 
pep rally on friday, april 29, at 6:00 p.m. at East Liberty Presbyterian Church.  RSVP to Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church no later than Monday, april 25.

• Slice	oranges:  Volunteers are needed the day before the race, saturday, april 30, at 1:00 p.m. to 
slice nearly 200 pounds of oranges in the church kitchen.  Oranges will be given to runners during 
the race as they ascend Fifth Avenue, one of the most challenging portions of the 26.2-mile course.

• Be	a	 Fan:	 	Shadyside’s cheer station will once again be located near the church at the corner of 
Amberson and Fifth Avenues.  Not only will we pass out orange slices and fruit chews, we will be 
the words of encouragement as the athletes run their race with perseverance and strength.  Rain or 
shine, be prepared to cheer with enthusiasm from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m. on sunday, May 1.

Please sign up in the Sharp Atrium to participate in Marathon weekend activities. 

reminder: Marathon weekend concludes with worship at 4:00 p.m. on sunday, May 1.  Due to the 
church’s location within the marathon route, our service of worship moves from the morning to the 
afternoon.  The service will be held in the sanctuary and will include Communion served by intinction. 
As a fitting conclusion to Marathon Weekend, this will serve as a reminder that acts of running, giving, 
and encouraging are all done in worship.

youth Ministry

Youth Event Explores Vocation, Integration of Faith in Careers

On sunday, april 3, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, youth and adults will 
gather together for “The Faith We Live: Realizing You Don’t Need to Be a Minister to Minister.”  During 
this time, youth will have an opportunity to explore the ways in which their faith life from Sunday relates 
to the rest of their week — in school and beyond.  This conversational and interactive event will allow 
youth to engage with adults from all walks of life.  It also will encourage youth to imagine their future 
vocations through serious reflection not only upon their strengths, but upon what issues they care about 
and what problems they feel God is calling them to address in their adult lives.  Please remember our 
youth in your prayers as they participate in this process of thoughtful discovery.
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MissionsWorshiP & MusiC

Sunday Worship
sunday, april 3, at 11:00 a.m., with Communion 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, april 10, at 11:00 a.m., 
with Extended Choral Prelude at 10:45 a.m. 

The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching   
Choral music by the Pennsbury High School Concert Choir

sunday, april 17, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

sunday, april 17, at 3:00 p.m. — Choral Evensong 
Choral music by the Shadyside Chancel Choir

sunday, april 24, at 11:00 a.m. 
The Reverend Dr. Conrad C. Sharps preaching

Midweek Vespers
Wednesdays, april 6, 13, 20, and 27, at 7:00 p.m.

These candlelit services, including the Lord’s Supper, offer  
a more intimate worship experience in our beautiful Chapel.   

Childcare is available.

Garfield Workday

On saturday, May 7, from  
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we will 
partner with Open Hand 
Ministries and Garfield 
Community Farm in an all-
church workday.  Volunteers will 
rehabilitate a home, work in an 
urban garden, and participate 
in landscaping projects.  All ages 
are encouraged to participate; 
no experience is required.  
For additional information, 
please contact Rev. Todd Leach, 
Associate Pastor for Missions.

Choral Evensong

On sunday, april 17, at 3:00 p.m., Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
will present Choral Evensong, a liturgy with roots in the Anglican 
tradition.  Led by the Chancel Choir, this prayerful, music-filled 
setting will bring a peaceful, calm close to the day.  (Nursery care 
will be provided during the service.)

WorshiP & MusiC

CoMMuniCations

Deadlines for the Mouse are the 
first business day of each month.

friday, april 1 
May issue

Monday, May 2 
June / July issue

Please submit Mouse articles 
to the editor, Peter Bodnar, at 
pbodnar@shadysidepres.org.
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